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A M P H I B I A . 

ORDER 

SERPENTES. 

T H E S E a n i m a l s a r e s u f f i c i e n t l y d i s t i n g u i s h e d 

f r o m t h e p r e c e d i n g t r i b e s o f A m p h i b i a b y t h e i r 

t o t a l w a n t o f f e e t , m o v i n g b y t h e a s s i s t a n c e o f 

t h e i r sca les , a n d t h e i r g e n e r a l p o w e r s o f c o n t o r 

t i o n . 

T h e d i s t i n c t i o n o f spec ies i n t h i s n u m e r o u s t r i b e 

is o f t e n p e c u l i a r l y d i f f i c u l t . L i n n a e u s p e r s u a d e d 

h i m s e l f t h a t a n i n f a l l i b l e c r i t e r i o n m i g h t be f o u n d 

i n t h e n u m b e r o f s c a l y p l a t e s o n t h e a b d o m e n a n d 

b e n e a t h t h e t a i l ; a n d , a c c o r d i n g l y , a t t e m p t e d i n 

t h e S y s t e m a N a t u r a e t o d i s c r i m i n a t e t h e spec ies 

b y t h i s m a r k a l o n e : e x p e r i e n c e , h o w e v e r , has s u f 

f i c i e n t l y s h o w n t h a t , t h o u g h o f t e n h i g h l y u s e f u l 

i n t h e i n v e s t i g a t i o n o f t h e s e a n i m a l s , i t is y e t 

b y m u c h t o o u n c e r t a i n a n d v a r i a b l e t o b e p e r 

m i t t e d t o s t a n d as a n e s t a b l i s h e d s p e c i f i c t e s t ; 

a n d i t is t o b e l a m e n t e d t h a t L i n n a e u s s h o u l d 

h a v e so l i t t l e a v a i l e d h i m s e l f o f o t h e r m o r e o b -

v . i n . p . n . 2 1 
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v i o u s c h a r a c t e r s . T h e c o l o u r is i n d e e d o f t e n v a 

r i a b l e , b u t t h e p a t t e r n , o r g e n e r a l d i s t r i b u t i o n o f 

m a r k i n g s i n e a c h spec ies , a p p e a r s t o b e m o r e c o n 

s t a n t : t h e r e l a t i v e s ize o f t h e h e a d , t h e l e n g t h o f 

t h e b o d y a n d t a i l , t h e s ize , s m o o t h n e s s , o r r o u g h 

ness o f t h e s ca l e s , as w e l l as t h e i r s h a p e i n d i f 

f e r e n t p a r t s o f t h e a n i m a l , o f t e n a f f o r d p r e t t y c e r 

t a i n s p e c i f i c m a r k s . 

T h e d i s t i n c t i o n o f S e r p e n t s i n t o p o i s o n o u s a n d 

i n n o x i o u s c a n o n l y b e k n o w n b y a n a c c u r a t e e x a 

m i n a t i o n o f t h e i r t e e t h ; t h e f a n g s o r p o i s o n i n g 

t e e t h b e i n g a l w a y s o f a t u b u l a r s t r u c t u r e , a n d 

c a l c u l a t e d f o r t h e c o n v e y a n c e o r i n j e c t i o n o f t h e 

p o i s o n o u s f l u i d f r o m a p e c u l i a r r e s e r v o i r c o m m u 

n i c a t i n g w i t h t h e f a n g o n e a c h s i d e o f t h e h e a d : 

t h e f a n g s a r e a l w a y s s i t u a t e d i n t h e a n t e r i o r a n d 

e x t e r i o r p a r t o f t h e u p p e r j a w , a n d a r e g e n e r a l l y , 

b u t n o t a l w a y s , o f m u c h l a r g e r s ize t h a n t h e o t h e r 

t e e t h ; t h e y a r e a l s o f r e q u e n t l y a c c o m p a n i e d b y 

s o m e s m a l l e r o r s u b s i d i a r y f a n g s , a p p a r e n t l y d e 

s t i n e d t o s u p p l y t h e p r i n c i p a l o n e s w h e n l o s t e i t h e r 

b y a g e o r a c c i d e n t . T h e f a n g s a r e s i t u a t e d i n a 

p e c u l i a r b o n e , so a r t i c u l a t e d w i t h t h e r e s t o f t h e 

j a w as t o e l e v a t e o r d e p r e s s t h e m a t t h e p l e a s u r e 

o f t h e a n i m a l : i n a q u i e s c e n t s t a t e t h e y a r e r e c u m 

b e n t , w i t h t h e i r p o i n t s d i r e c t e d i n w a r d s o r b a c k 

w a r d s ; b u t w h e n t h e a n i m a l is i n c l i n e d t o use t h e m 

as Aveapons o f o f f e n c e , t h e i r p o s i t i o n i s a l t e r e d b y 

t h e p e c u l i a r m e c h a n i s m o f t h e a b o v e - m e n t i o n e d 

b o n e i n w h i c h t h e y a r e r o o t e d , a n d t h e y b e c o m e 

a l m o s t p e r p e n d i c u l a r . 
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A g e n e r a l r u l e f o r t h e d e t e r m i n a t i o n o f t h e e x 

i s t e n c e o r n o n - e x i s t e n c e o f t he se o r g a n s i n a n y 

spec ies o f S e r p e n t is p r o p o s e d i n a p a p e r r e l a t i v e 

t o t h e A m p h i b i a b y D r . G r a y , a n d p u b l i s h e d i n 

t h e P h i l o s o p h i c a l T r a n s a c t i o n s f o r t h e y e a r 1 7 8 8 . 

T h e f a n g s , a c c o r d i n g t o D r . G r a y , m a y b e d i s 

t i n g u i s h e d w i t h g r e a t ease, a n d , as h e b e l i e v e s 

a l so , w i t h g r e a t c e r t a i n t y , b y t h e f o l l o w i n g s i m 

p l e m e t h o d . W h e n i t is d i s c o v e r e d t h a t t h e r e is 

s o m e t h i n g l i k e t e e t h i n t h e a n t e r i o r a n d e x t e r i o r 

p a r t o f t h e u p p e r j a w , w h i c h s i t u a t i o n h e c o n s i d e r s 

as t h e o n l y o n e i n w h i c h v e n o m o u s f a n g s a re e v e r 

f o u n d , l e t a p i n o r o t h e r h a r d b o d y b e d r a w n f r o m 

t h a t p a r t o f t h e j a w t o t h e a n g l e o f t h e m o u t h ; 

( w h i c h o p e r a t i o n m a y , f o r g r e a t e r c e r t a i n t y , b e 

t r i e d o n e a c h s i d e ) . I f n o m o r e t e e t h b e f e l t i n 

t h a t l i n e , i t m a y , h e t h i n k s , be f a i r l y c o n c l u d e d 

t h a t t h o s e f i r s t d i s c o v e r e d a r e f a n g s , a n d t h a t t h e 

s e r p e n t is c o n s e q u e n t l y v e n o m o u s : i f , o n t h e c o n 

t r a r y , t h e t e e t h f i r s t d i s c o v e r e d b e o b s e r v e d n o t 

t o s t a n d a l o n e , b u t t o b e o n l y a p a r t o f a c o m p l e t e 

r o w , i t m a y as c e r t a i n l y b e c o n c l u d e d t h a t t h e 

s e r p e n t is n o t v e n o m o u s . T h i s r u l e , h o w e v e r , 

l i k e m o s t o t h e r s , m a y h a v e i t s e x c e p t i o n s , a n d 

p e r h a p s t h e m o s t l e g i t i m a t e t e s t o f r e a l f a n g s i n 

a s e r p e n t i s t h e i r t u b u l a r s t r u c t u r e , w h i c h m a y 

a l w a y s b e e a s i l y d e t e c t e d b y t h e a s s i s t ance o f a 

p r o p e r m a g n i f i e r . I t is t o be o b s e r v e d , t h a t a l l ser 

p e n t s , w h e t h e r p o i s o n o u s o r n o t , h a v e bes ides t h e 

t e e t h ( w h e t h e r f a n g s o r s i m p l e t e e t h ) , i n t h e s ides 

o f t h e u p p e r j a w , t w o a d d i t i o n a l o r i n t e r i o r r o w s , 

w h i c h a r e g e n e r a l l y m u c h s m a l l e r t h a n t h e r e s t , 
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a n d f r e q u e n t l y s c a r c e v i s i b l e : t h e g e n e r a l r u l e , 

t h e r e f o r e , i s , t h a t a l l v e n o m o u s s e r p e n t s h a v e o n l y 

t w o r o w s o f t r u e o r p r o p e r t e e t h i n t h e u p p e r j a w , 

a n d t h a t a l l o t h e r s h a v e f o u r . 

A h e a d e n t i r e l y c o v e r e d w i t h s m a l l sca les is i n 

s o m e d e g r e e a c h a r a c t e r , b u t b y n o m e a n s a u n i 

v e r s a l o n e , o f p o i s o n o u s s e r p e n t s ; as a r e a l so c a -

r i n a t e d sca les o n t h e h e a d a n d b o d y , o r s u c h as a r e 

f u r n i s h e d w i t h a p r o m i n e n t m i d d l e l i n e . 

A l l S e r p e n t s a r e i n t h e h a b i t o f c a s t i n g t h e i r 

s k i n a t c e r t a i n p e r i o d s ; i n t e m p e r a t e r e g i o n s a n n u 

a l l y ; i n t h e w a r m e r p e r h a p s m o r e f r e q u e n t l y . T h e 

s e r p e n t s o f t h e t e m p e r a t e a n d c o l d c l i m a t e s a l s o 

c o n c e a l t h e m s e l v e s , d u r i n g t h e w i n t e r , i n c a v i t i e s 

b e n e a t h t h e s u r f a c e o f t h e g r o u n d , o r i n a n y o t h e r 

c o n v e n i e n t p l a c e s o f r e t i r e m e n t , a n d pass t h e w i n 

t e r i n a s t a t e m o r e o r less a p p r o a c h i n g , i n t h e d i f 

f e r e n t spec i e s , t o c o m p l e t e t o r p i d i t y . I t m a y b e 

a d d e d , t h a t s o m e s e r p e n t s a r e v i v i p a r o u s , as, t h e 

R a t t l e - S n a k e , t h e V i p e r , a n d m a n y o t h e r s o f t h e 

p o i s o n o u s k i n d , w h i l e t h e C o m m o n S n a k e , a n d 

p r o b a b l y t h e m a j o r p a r t o f t h e i n n o x i o u s s e r p e n t s , 

a r e o v i p a r o u s , d e p o s i t i n g t h e i r e g g s i n a k i n d o f 

s t r i n g o r c h a i n i n a n y w a r m a n d c l o s e s i t u a t i o n , 

w h e r e t h e y a r e a f t e r w a r d s h a t c h e d . 

T h e b r o a d u n d i v i d e d l a m i n a e o r s c a l y p l a t e s o n 

t h e b e l l i e s o f S e r p e n t s a r e t e r m e d scuta, a n d t h e 

s m a l l e r o r d i v i d e d p l a t e s b e n e a t h t h e t a i l a r e c a l l e d 

squanux subcaudales, o r s u b c a u d a l sca les , a n d f r o m 

t h e s e d i f f e r e n t k i n d s o f l a m i n a e t h e L i n n c e a n g e 

n e r a o f S e r p e n t s a r e c h i e f l y i n s t i t u t e d . 
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C R O T A L U S . R A T T L E - S N A K E . 

Generic Character. 

Scuta abdominalia. 

Scuta Squamaque subcaudales. 

Crepitaculumtermmale caudae. 

Scuta on the abdomen. 
Scuta and Squama beneath the 

ta i l . 

Rattle t e rmina t ing the t a i l . 

B A N D E D R A T T L E - S N A K E . 

Crotalus Horridus. C. fusco-jiavescens, fasciis transversis nigri-
cantibus. 

Yellowish-brown Rattle-Snake, with blackish transverse bands. 
Crotalus horridus. Lin. Syst. Nat. p. 372. 
Vipera caudisona Amejicana. Catesb. Car. 2. t. 4 1 . 
Abdominal scuta l 6 7 , subcaudal 23. 

TH E genus Crotalus, or Rattle-Snake, affords 

t h e m o s t s i g n a l e x a m p l e s o f t h e p o w e r f u l l y d e 

s t r u c t i v e p o i s o n w i t h w h i c h s o m e o f t h e s e r p e n t 

t r i b e a r e f u r n i s h e d ; i n s t a n c e s h a v i n g f r e q u e n t l y 

o c c u r r e d i n w h i c h t h e b i t e o f t h e s e s n a k e s has 

p r o v e d f a t a l t o m a n k i n d i n t h e space e v e n o f a 

v e r y f e w m i n u t e s . 

T i l l t h e d i s c o v e r y o f t h e W e s t e r n H e m i s p h e r e 

t h e k n o w l e d g e o f t h e s e s e r p e n t s w a s c o n c e a l e d 

f r o m t h e r e s t o f t h e w o r l d , a n d p h i l o s o p h e r s t h e n 

f i r s t b e h e l d w i t h a m a z e m e n t a r e p t i l e o f t h e m o s t 
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f a t a l n a t u r e , f u r n i s h e d , as i f b y a p e c u l i a r i n s t i t u 

t i o n o f P r o v i d e n c e , w i t h a n i n s t r u m e n t c a p a b l e , 

i n g e n e r a l , o f w a r n i n g m a n k i n d o f t h e i r d a n g e r 

i n t o o n e a r a n a p p r o a c h . 

T h e d i f f e r e n t spec i e s o f R a t t l e - S n a k e s s e e m t o 

h a v e b e e n g e n e r a l l y c o n f o u n d e d w i t h e a c h o t h e r ; 

a n d e v e n C a t e s b y , w h o t r a v e l l e d i n t h o s e p a r t s o f 

N o r t h A m e r i c a w h e r e i t i s f o u n d , seems t o h a v e 

b e e n u n a c q u a i n t e d w i t h o n e o f t h e m o s t r e m a r k 

a b l e spec ies , a n d t o h a v e p a r t i c u l a r l y d e s c r i b e d 

t h e B a n d e d R a t t l e - S n a k e o n l y , w h i c h h e h a s a l so 

f i g u r e d w i t h s u f f i c i e n t c l e a r n e s s t o p r e v e n t i t s 

b e i n g c o n f o u n d e d w i t h a n y o t h e r k i n d , t h o u g h 

n o t w i t h t h a t m i n u t e a t t e n t i o n t o a l l t h e p a r t i c u 

l a r s w h i c h t h e m o r e i m p r o v e d s t a t e o f N a t u r a l 

H i s t o r y a t p r e s e n t d e m a n d s . 

T h i s spec i e s i s f o u n d , i n g e n e r a l , f r o m t h r e e t o 

f o u r o r f i v e f e e t i n l e n g t h , a n d is o f a y e l l o w i s h 

b r o w n c o l o u r , m a r k e d t h r o u g h o u t i t s w h o l e l e n g t h 

w i t h s e v e r a l t r a n s v e r s e a n d s o m e w h a t i r r e g u l a r 

f a sc iae o f d e e p b r o w n , a n d f r o m t h e h e a d t o s o m e 

d i s t a n c e d o w n t h e n e c k r u n t w o o r t h r e e l o n g i t u 

d i n a l s t r i p e s o f t h e s a m e c o l o u r ; t h e h e a d is l a r g e , 

f l a t , a n d c o v e r e d w i t h s m a l l sca les ; t h e r e s t o f t h e 

u p p e r p a r t s w i t h m o d e r a t e l y l a r g e o v a l o n e s , a l l 

s t r o n g l y c a r i n a t e d o r f u r n i s h e d w i t h a p r o m i n e n t 

l i n e d o w n t h e m i d d l e : t h e u n d e r p a r t s a r e o f a 

d i n g y y e l l o w i s h b r o w n c o l o u r , m a r k e d h e r e a n d 

t h e r e w i t h n u m e r o u s d u s k y v a r i e g a t i o n s a n d 

f r e c k l e s : a t t h e e x t r e m i t y o f t h e t a i l i s s i t u a t e d 

t h e r a t t l e , c o n s i s t i n g o f s e v e r a l h a r d , d r y , h o r n y 

p roces se s , t h e p e c u l i a r s t r u c t u r e o f w h i c h w i l l b e 
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m o r e a m p l y d e s c r i b e d h e r e a f t e r , a n d w h i c h , o n 

t h e l e a s t d i s t u r b a n c e o r i r r i t a t i o n , is e l e v a t e d a n d 

s h a k e n i n * s u c h a m a n n e r as t o c a u s e a s t r o n g o r 

b r i s k r a t t l i n g s o u n d . 

" T h e l a r g e s t R a t t l e - S n a k e , " says C a t e s b y , 

" w h i c h I e v e r s a w , w a s a b o u t e i g h t f e e t i n 

l e n g t h , a n d w e i g h i n g b e t w e e n e i g h t a n d n i n e 

p o u n d s . T h i s m o n s t e r w a s s l i d i n g i n t o t h e h o u s e 

o f C o l o n e l B l a k e o f C a r o l i n a , a n d h a d c e r t a i n l y 

t a k e n u p h i s a b o d e t h e r e u n d i s t u r b e d , h a d n o t t h e 

d o m e s t i c a n i m a l s a l a r m e d t h e f a m i l v w i t h t h e i r 

r e p e a t e d o u t c r i e s : t h e h o g s * , d o g s , a n d p o u l t r y , 

u n i t e d i n t h e i r h a t r e d t o h i m , s h e w i n g t h e g r e a t e s t 

c o n s t e r n a t i o n , b y e r e c t i n g t h e i r b r i s t l e s a n d f e a 

t h e r s , a n d e x p r e s s i n g t h e i r w r a t h a n d i n d i g n a t i o n , 

s u r r o u n d e d h i m , b u t c a r e f u l l y k e p t t h e i r d i s t a n c e ; 

w h i l e h e , r e g a r d l e s s o f t h e i r t h r e a t s , g l i d e d s l o w l y 

a l o n g , " " I t i s n o t u n c o m m o n , " a d d s M r . C a 

t e s b y , " t o h a v e t h e m c o m e i n t o h o u s e s ; a v e r y 

e x t r a o r d i n a r y i n s t a n c e o f w h i c h h a p p e n e d t o m y 

s e l f i n t h e s a m e g e n t l e m a n ' s h o u s e , i n t h e m o n t h 

o f F e b r u a r y , 1 7 2 3 ; t h e s e r v a n t i n m a k i n g t h e 

b e d i n a g r o u n d r o o m ( b u t f e w m i n u t e s a f t e r I 

l e f t i t ) o n t u r n i n g d o w n t h e sheets , d i s c o v e r e d 

a r a t t l e - s n a k e c o i l e d b e t w e e n t h e shee t s i n t h e 

m i d d l e o f t h e b e d . " " T h e y a r e t h e m o s t i n a c 

t i v e a n d s l o w m o v i n g s n a k e , " a d d s t h i s a u t h o r , 

" o f a l l o t h e r s , a n d a r e n e v e r t h e a g g r e s s o r s , e x -

* Hogs, however, are, in general, said to be so little afraid of 
the rattle-snake, that they prey on i t occasionally with great 
eagerness ; seizing i t in such a manner as to prevent i t f rom doing 
them any in ju ry , and devouring i t . 
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c e p t i n w h a t t h e y p r e y u p o n ; f o r u n l e s s t h e y a r e 

d i s t u r b e d t h e y w i l l n o t b i t e , a n d w h e n p r o v o k e d 

t h e y g i v e w a r n i n g b y s h a k i n g t h e i r r a t t l e s . T h e s e 

a r e c o m m o n l y b e l i e v e d t o b e t h e m o s t d e a d l y ser

p e n t o f a n y i n t h e s e p a r t s o f A m e r i c a . I b e l i e v e 

t h e y a r e so , as b e i n g g e n e r a l l y t h e l a r g e s t , a n d 

m a k i n g a d e e p e r w o u n d , a n d i n j e c t i n g a g r e a t e r 

q u a n t i t y o f p o i s o n . T h e m o s t s u c c e s s f u l r e m e d y 

t h e I n d i a n s s e e m t o h a v e , i s t o s u c k t h e w o u n d , 

w h i c h i n a s l i g h t b i t e h a s s o m e t i m e s a g o o d 

e f f e c t ; t h o u g h t h e r e c o v e r e d p e r s o n n e v e r f a i l s 

o f h a v i n g a n n u a l p a i n s * a t t h e t i m e t h e y w e r e 

b i t . T h e y h a v e l i k e w i s e s o m e r o o t s w h i c h t h e y 

p r e t e n d w i l l e f f e c t a c u r e , p a r t i c u l a r l y a k i n d o f 

Asarum, c o m m o n l y c a l l e d H e a r t - S n a k e - R o o t , a 

k i n d o f Chrysanthemum, c a l l e d St. Anthony's Cross, 

a n d s o m e o t h e r s : b u t t h a t w h i c h t h e y r e l y o n t h e 

m o s t , a n d w h i c h m o s t o f t h e V i r g i n i a n a n d C a r o 

l i n a I n d i a n s c a r r y d r y i n t h e i r p o c k e t s , i s a s m a l l 

t u b e r o u s r o o t , w h i c h t h e y p r o c u r e f r o m t h e r e 

m o t e p a r t s o f t h e c o u n t r y . T h i s t h e y c h e w , a n d 

s w a l l o w t h e j u i c e , a p p l y i n g s o m e t o t h e w o u n d . 

H a v i n g , b y t r a v e l l i n g m u c h w i t h t h e I n d i a n s , 

h a d f r e q u e n t o p p o r t u n i t i e s o f s e e i n g t h e d i r e f u l 

e f f e c t s o f t h e b i t e s o f t h e s e s n a k e s , i t a l w a y s s e e m e d 

a n d w a s a p p a r e n t t o m e , t h a t t h e g o o d e f f e c t u s u 

a l l y a t t r i b u t e d t o t h e s e t h e i r r e m e d i e s , is o w i n g 

m o r e t o t h e f o r c e o f N a t u r e , o r t h e s l i g h t n e s s o f 

t h e b i t e o f a s m a l l s n a k e i n a m u s c u l a r p a r t , & c . 

* This may perhaps be considered as doubtful, or may depend 
on other circumstances than the bite of the Rattle-Snake. 
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T h e p e r s o n t h u s b i t t e n I h a v e k n o w n t o s u r v i v e 

w i t h o u t a n y a s s i s t a n c e f o r m a n y h o u r s ; b u t w h e r e 

a R a t t l e - S n a k e w i t h f u l l f o r c e p e n e t r a t e s w i t h h i s 

d e a d l y f a n g s , a n d p r i c k s a v e i n o r a n a r t e r y , i n 

e v i t a b l e d e a t h ensues , a n d t h a t , as I h a v e o f t e n 

seen , i n less t h a n t w o m i n u t e s . T h e I n d i a n s 

k n o w t h e i r d e s t i n y t h e m i n u t e t h e y a r e b i t , a n d 

w h e n t h e y p e r c e i v e i t m o r t a l , a p p l y n o r e m e d y ; 

c o n c l u d i n g a l l e f f o r t s i n v a i n : i f t h e b i t e h a p p e n -

e t h i n a f l e s h y p a r t , t h e y i m m e d i a t e l y c u t i t , t o 

s t o p t h e c u r r e n t o f t h e p o i s o n . " 

" T h e c o l o u r o f t h e h e a d o f t h i s R a t t l e - S n a k e 

i s b r o w n , t h e e y e r e d , t h e u p p e r p a r t o f t h e b o d y 

o f a b r o w n i s h y e l l o w , t r a n s v e r s l y m a r k e d w i t h i r 

r e g u l a r b r o a d b l a c k l i s t s . T h e r a t t l e i s u s u a l l y 

o f a b r o w n c o l o u r , c o m p o s e d o f s e v e r a l h o r n y 

m e m b r a n o u s c e l l s , o f a n u n d u l a t e d p y r a m i d a l 

f i g u r e , w h i c h a r e a r t i c u l a t e d o n e w i t h i n a n o t h e r , 

so t h a t t h e p o i n t o f t h e f i r s t c e l l r e a c h e s as f a r as 

t h e bas i s o r p r o t u b e r a n t r i n g o f t h e t h i r d , a n d so 

o n ; w h i c h a r t i c u l a t i o n b e i n g v e r y l oose , g i v e s 

l i b e r t y t o t h e p a r t s o f t h e c e l l s t ha t , a re i n c l o s e d 

w i t h i n t h e o u t w a r d r i n g s , t o s t r i k e a g a i n s t t h e 

s ides o f t h e m , a n d so t o c a u s e t h e r a t t l i n g n o i s e 

w h i c h i s h e a r d w h e n t h e s n a k e s h a k e s i t s t a i l . " 

" T h e c h a r m i n g , as i t i s c o m m o n l y c a l l e d , o r 

a t t r a c t i v e p o w e r t h i s s n a k e is s a i d t o h a v e , o f 

d r a w i n g t o i t s m a l l a n i m a l s , a n d d e v o u r i n g t h e m , 

i s g e n e r a l l y b e l i e v e d i n A m e r i c a ; as f o r m y o w n 

p a r t I n e v e r s a w t h e a c t i o n , b u t a g r e a t m a n y 

f r o m w h o m I h a d i t r e l a t e d , a l l a g r e e i n t h e m a n * 

n e r o f t h e p r o c e s s ; w h i c h i s , t h a t t h e a n i m a l s , 
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p a r t i c u l a r l y b i r d s a n d s q u i r r e l s ( w h i c h p r i n c i p a l l y 

a r e t h e i r p r e y ) , n o s o o n e r s p y t h e s n a k e , t h a n t h e y 

s k i p f r o m s p r a y t o s p r a y , h o v e r i n g a n d a p p r o a c h 

i n g g r a d u a l l y n e a r e r t o t h e i r e n e m y , r e g a r d l e s s o f 

a n y o t h e r d a n g e r ; b u t w i t h d i s t r a c t e d g e s t u r e s 

a n d o u t c r i e s , d e s c e n d , t h o u g h f r o m t h e t o p o f t h e 

l o f t i e s t t r e e s , t o t h e m o u t h o f t h e s n a k e , w h o 

o p e n e t h h i s j a w s , t a k e s t h e m i n , a n d i n a n i n s t a n t 

s w a l l o w s t h e m . " 

O n t h i s s u b j e c t D r . M e a d , i n h i s w o r k o n p o i 

s o n s , e x p r e s s e s h i m s e l f as f o l l o w s : 

" W i t h r e s p e c t t o t h e u s e o f t h e R a t t l e , a v u l 

g a r e r r o r h a s o b t a i n e d , e v e n a m o n g t h e l e a r n e d , 

a b o u t i t . I t i s c o m m o n l y s a i d t h a t i t i s a k i n d 

c o n t r i v a n c e o f d i v i n e P r o v i d e n c e , t o g i v e w a r n 

i n g t o p a s s e n g e r s b y t h e n o i s e w h i c h t h i s p a r t 

m a k e s w h e n t h e c r e a t u r e m o v e s , t o k e e p o u t o f 

t h e w a y o f i t s m i s c h i e f . N o w t h i s i s a m i s t a k e . 

I t i s b e y o n d a l l d i s p u t e t h a t w i s d o m a n d g o o d n e s s 

s h i n e f o r t h i n a l l t h e w o r k s o f t h e C r e a t i o n ; b u t 

t h e c o n t r i v a n c e h e r e i s o f a n o t h e r k i n d t h a n i s 

i m a g i n e d . A l l t h e p a r t s o f a n i m a l s a r e m a d e 

e i t h e r f o r t h e p r e s e r v a t i o n o f t h e i n d i v i d u a l , o r 

f o r t h e p r o p a g a t i o n o f i t s s p e c i e s : t h i s b e f o r e us is 

f o r t h e s e r v i c e o f t h e i n d i v i d u a l . T h i s s n a k e l i v e s 

c h i e f l y u p o n s q u i r r e l s a n d b i r d s , w h i c h a r e p t i l e 

c a n n e v e r c a t c h w i t h o u t t h e a d v a n t a g e o f s o m e 

m a n a g e m e n t t o b r i n g t h e m w i t h i n i t s r e a c h . T h e 

w a y is t h i s . T h e S n a k e c r e e p s t o t h e f o o t o f a 

t r e e , a n d , b y s h a k i n g h i s r a t t l e , a w a k e n s t h e l i t t l e 

c r e a t u r e s w h i c h a r e l o d g e d i n i t . T h e y a r e so 

f r i g h t e d a t t h e s i g h t o f t h e i r e n e m y , w h o fixes h i s 
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l i v e l y p i e r c i n g eyes u p o n o n e o r o t h e r o f t h e m , 

t h a t t h e y h a v e n o p o w e r t o g e t a w a y , b u t l e a p 

a b o u t , f r o m b o u g h t o b o u g h , t i l l t h e y a r e q u i t e 

t i r e d , a n d a t l a s t , f a l l i n g t o t h e g r o u n d , t h e y a r e 

s n a p p e d i n t o h i s m o u t h . T h i s is b y t h e p e o p l e 

o f t h e c o u n t r y c a l l e d charming t h e s q u i r r e l s a n d 

b i r d s . " 

D r . B a r t o n , p r o f e s s o r o f n a t u r a l h i s t o r y i n t h e 

U n i v e r s i t y o f P e n s y l v a n i a , i n a m e m o i r o n t h e s u p 

p o s e d f a s c i n a t i n g p o w e r o f t h e R a t t l e - S n a k e , i m a 

g i n e s t h e w h o l e t o b e n o m o r e t h a n t h e f l u t t e r i n g 

o f o l d b i r d s i n d e f e n c e o f t h e i r y o u n g , a n d w h i c h 

a r e t h e m s e l v e s o c c a s i o n a l l y c a u g h t b y t h e R a t t l e -

S n a k e i n c o n s e q u e n c e o f t o o n e a r a n a p p r o a c h . 

" O f t h e f a s c i n a t i n g p o w e r o f t h e R a t t l e -

S n a k e , " says M r . P e n n a n t * , < £ i t is d i f f i c u l t t o 

s p e a k : a u t h o r s o f c r e d i t d e s c r i b e t h e e f f e c t s . 

B i r d s h a v e b e e n seen t o d r o p i n t o i t s m o u t h , 

s q u i r r e l s d e s c e n d f r o m t h e i r t rees , a n d l e v e r e t s 

r u n i n t o i t s j a w s . T e r r o r a n d a m a z e m e n t s e e m t o 

l a y h o l d o n t he se l i t t l e a n i m a l s : t h e y m a k e v i o 

l e n t e f f o r t s t o g e t a w a y , s t i l l k e e p i n g t h e i r eyes 

f i x e d o n t h o s e o f t h e s n a k e ; a t l e n g t h , w e a r i e d 

w i t h t h e i r m o v e m e n t s , a n d f r i g h t e n e d o u t o f a l l 

c a p a c i t y o f k n o w i n g t h e c o u r s e t h e y o u g h t t o 

t a k e , b e c o m e a t l e n g t h t h e p r e y o f t h e e x p e c t i n g 

d e v o u r e r ; p r o b a b l y i n t h e i r l a s t c o n v u l s i v e m o 

t i o n . " T h e s a m e a u t h o r o b s e r v e s , t h a t R a t t l e 

s n a k e s i n g e n e r a l s w a r m i n t h e less i n h a b i t e d 

p a r t s o f N o r t h A m e r i c a ; b u t a r e n o w a l m o s t e x -

* A r c t . Zool. suppl. 88. 
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t i r p a t e d i n t h e m o r e p o p u l o u s p a r t s . N o n e a r e 

f o u n d f a r t h e r n o r t h t h a n t h e m o u n t a i n s n e a r l a k e 

Champlain; b u t i n f e s t S o u t h A m e r i c a , e v e n as f a r 

as B r a s i l . T h e y l o v e w o o d s a n d l o f t y h i l l s , e spe

c i a l l y w h e r e t h e s t r a t a a r e r o c k y o r c h a l k y : t h e 

pass n e a r Niagara a b o u n d s w i t h t h e m . B e i n g 

s l o w o f m o t i o n , t h e y f r e q u e n t t h e s ides o f r i l l s , t o 

m a k e p r e y o f f r o g s , o r s u c h a n i m a l s as r e s o r t 

t h e r e t o q u e n c h t h e i r t h i r s t : a r e g e n e r a l l y f o u n d 

d u r i n g s u m m e r i n p a i r s ; i n w i n t e r c o l l e c t i n g i n 

m u l t i t u d e s , a n d r e t i r i n g u n d e r g r o u n d , b e j ' o h d t h e 

r e a c h o f f r o s t : t e m p t e d b y t h e w a r m t h o f a s p r i n g 

d a y , t h e y a r e o f t e n o b s e r v e d t o c r e e p o u t w e a k 

a n d l a n g u i d : a p e r s o n h a s s een a p i e c e o f g r o u n d 

c o v e r e d w i t h t h e m , a n d k i l l e d w i t h a r o d b e t w e e n 

s i x t y a n d s e v e n t y ; t i l l o v e r p o w e r e d w i t h t h e 

s t e n c h , h e w a s o b l i g e d t o r e t i r e * 

T h e R a t t l e - S n a k e is a v i v i p a r o u s a n i m a l ; p r o 

d u c i n g i t s y o u n g i n t h e m o n t h o f J u n e , g e n e r a l l y 

a b o u t t w e l v e i n n u m b e r ; a n d w h i c h b y S e p t e m 

b e r a c q u i r e t h e l e n g t h o f t w e l v e i n c h e s . I t i s 

s a i d t o p r a c t i s e t h e s a m e e x t r a o r d i n a r y m o d e o f 

p r e s e r v i n g i t s y o u n g f r o m d a n g e r w h i c h is a t t r i 

b u t e d t o t h e V i p e r i n E u r o p e , v i z . o f r e c e i v i n g 

t h e m i n t o i t s m o u t h a n d s w a l l o w i n g t h e m . O f 

t h i s w e h a v e t h e a t t e s t a t i o n o f M . d e B e a u v o i s f , 

w h o d e c l a r e s h i m s e l f a n e y e - w i t n e s s o f t h e p r o c e s s . 

T h i s g e n t l e m a n s a w a l a r g e R a t t l e - S n a k e , w h i c h 

h e h a p p e n e d t o d i s t u r b i n h i s w a l k s , a n d w h i c h 

i m m e d i a t e l y c o i l e d i t s e l f u p , o p e n e d i t s j a w s , a n d 

A r c t . Zool. suppl. p. 88. f American P h i l . Trans, vo l . i v . 
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i n s t a n t l y f i v e s m a l l ones , w h i c h w e r e l y i n g b y i t , 

r u s h e d i n t o i t s m o u t h . T h e a u t h o r r e t i r e d a n d 

w a t c h e d t h e s n a k e , a n d i n a q u a r t e r o f a n h o u r 

s a w h e r a g a i n d i s c h a r g e t h e m . H e t h e n a p 

p r o a c h e d i t a s e c o n d t i m e , w h e n t h e y o u n g r e 

t i r e d i n t o i t s m o u t h w i t h g r e a t e r c e l e r i t y t h a n 

b e f o r e , a n d t h e s n a k e i m m e d i a t e l y m o v e d o f f 

a m o n g t h e g r a s s a n d e s c a p e d . T h i s h a p p e n e d a t 

a p l a c e c a l l e d Pine-Log, w h e r e M . d e B e a u v o i s 

s t a i d s o m e t i m e w i t h t h e I n d i a n s d u r i n g a n i l l n e s s 

w i t h w h i c h h e w a s s e i zed . M . d e B e a u v o i s a d d s , 

t h a t i n w i n t e r t h e R a t t l e - S n a k e r e t i r e s i n t o d e e p 

m o s s y l o o s e s o i l s b e n e a t h t r ees , & c . as w e l l as i n 

h o l e s u n d e r g r o u n d . 

F r o m e x p e r i m e n t s m a d e i n C a r o l i n a b y C a p t a i n 

H a l l , a n d r e l a t e d i n t h e P h i l o s o p h i c a l T r a n s a c t i o n s , 

i t a p p e a r s t h a t a R a t t l e - S n a k e o f a b o u t f o u r f e e t 

l o n g , b e i n g f a s t e n e d t o a s t a k e fixed i n t h e 

g r o u n d , b i t t h r e e d o g s , t h e first o f w h i c h d i e d 

i n less t h a n a q u a r t e r o f a m i n u t e : t h e s e c o n d , 

w h i c h w a s b i t t e n a s h o r t t i m e a f t e r w a r d s , i n a b o u t 

t w o h o u r s , i n c o n v u l s i o n s ; a n d t h e t h i r d , w h i c h 

w a s b i t t e n a b o u t h a l f a n h o u r a f t e r w a r d s , s h e w e d 

t h e v i s i b l e e f f e c t s o f t h e p o i s o n i n a b o u t t h r e e 

h o u r s , a n d d i e d l i k e w i s e . F o u r d a y s a f t e r t h i s , 

a n o t h e r d o g w a s b i t t e n , w h i c h d i e d i n h a l f a 

m i n u t e , a n d t h e n a n o t h e r , w h i c h d i e d i n f o u r 

m i n u t e s . A c a t w h i c h w a s b i t t e n w a s f o u n d d e a d 

t h e n e x t c l ay . E i g h t d a y s a f t e r t h i s a f r o g w a s 

b i t t e n , w h i c h d i e d i n t w o m i n u t e s , a n d a c h i c k e n 

o f t h r e e m o n t h s o l d i n t h r e e m i n u t e s . T h e e x p e 

r i m e n t s h a v i n g b e e n d i s c o n t i n u e d s o m e t i m e f o r 
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w a n t o f s u b j e c t s , a c o m m o n b l a c k s n a k e w a s p r o * 

c u r e d , w h i c h w a s h e a l t h y a n d v i g o r o u s , a n d a b o u t 

t h r e e f e e t l o n g . I t w a s b r o u g h t t o t h e R a t t l e -

S n a k e , w h e n t h e y b i t e a c h o t h e r , t h e b l a c k s n a k e 

b i t i n g : t h e R a t t l e - S n a k e so as t o m a k e i t b l e e d . 

T h e y w e r e t h e n s e p a r a t e d , a n d i n less t h a n e i g h t 

m i n u t e s t h e b l a c k s n a k e d i e d ; w h i l e t h e R a t t l e -

S n a k e , o n t h e c o n t r a r y , s h e w e d n o s i g n s o f i n d i s p o 

s i t i o n , a p p e a r i n g as w e l l as b e f o r e . L a s t l y , i n o r d e r 

t o t r y w h e t h e r t h e R a t t l e - S n a k e c o u l d p o i s o n i t s e l f , 

i t w a s p r o v o k e d t o b i t e i t s e l f . T h e e x p e r i m e n t s u c 

c e e d e d , a n d t h e a n i m a l e x p i r e d i n less t h a n t w e l v e 

m i n u t e s . 

A c c o r d i n g t o e x p e r i m e n t s m a d e b y M r . V o s -

m a e r a t t h e H a g u e , w i t h a l i v e l y y o u n g R a t t l e -

S n a k e w h i c h h e r e c e i v e d f r o m S u r i n a m , s m a l l 

b i r d s , s u c h as S p a r r o w s , G r e e n f i n c h e s , & c . d i e d 

s o m e t i m e s i n f o u r , s o m e t i m e s i n t e n , a n d s o m e 

t i m e s i n t w e n t y m i n u t e s a f t e r h a v i n g b e e n b i t t e n , 

a n d a m o u s e i n a m i n u t e a n d h a l f . 

T h e a n a t o m y o f t h e R a t t l e - S n a k e i s d e t a i l e d 

w i t h m u c h e x a c t n e s s b y D r . T y s o n i n t h e P h i l o 

s o p h i c a l T r a n s a c t i o n s ; a n d i t a p p e a r s t h a t i t s i n 

t e r n a l s t r u c t u r e i n a l m o s t a l l r e s p e c t s r e s e m b l e s 

t h a t o f t h e V i p e r . T h e c h i e f p a r t i c u l a r s a r e t h e 

f o l l o w i n g : 

T h e w i n d - p i p e , as i n t h e V i p e r , as s o o n as i t 

e n t e r s t h e l u n g s , c o n s i s t s o f s e m i - a n n u l a r c a r t i 

l a g e s , w h i c h , b e i n g j o i n e d a t b o t h e n d s t o t h e 

m e m b r a n e o f t h e l u n g s , c o n s t i t u t e a f r e e o r o p e n 

c h a n n e l , t h u s i m m e d i a t e l y t r a n s m i t t i n g t h e a i r t o 

t h e v e s i c l e s o f t h o s e o r g a n s , w h i c h a r e o f v e r y 
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g r e a t l e n g t h , b e g i n n i n g n e a r t h e t h r o a t , a n d r u n 

n i n g d o w n t h r e e f e e t i n l e n g t h : t h e u p p e r p a r t o f 

t h e m , f o r t h e d i s t a n c e o f a b o u t a f o o t f r o m t h e i r 

o r i g i n , i s c o m p o s e d o f s m a l l v e s i c u l a r o r c e l l s , as 

i n t h e l u n g s o f a F r o g ; a n d w h i c h , f r o m t h e f r e 

q u e n t b r a n c h i n g s o f t h e b l o o d - v e s s e l s , a p p e a r o f 

a f l o r i d r e d : t h i s p a r t t a p e r s , p r o p o r t i o n a l l y t o t h e 

b o d y : t h e l o w e s t p a r t o f i t , n e a r t h e h e a r t , b e i n g 

m o d e r a t e l y b l o w n , is a b o u t f i v e i n c h e s a n d a h a l f 

i n c i r c u m f e r e n c e : a l i t t l e l o w e r , f o r t h e space o f 

a b o u t f o u r i n c h e s , t h e c e l l s g r a d u a l l y d i s a p p e a r , 

so t h a t t h e y s e e m a t l a s t t o f o r m o n l y a r e t i c u l a r 

c o m p a g e s o f valvulw conniventes o n t h e i n s i d e o f 

t h e m e m b r a n e o f t h e l u n g s : t h e g r e a t e s t c i r c u m 

f e r e n c e h e r e i s a b o u t s i x i n c h e s : t h e r e m a i n i n g ; 

p a r t o f t h e o r g a n is m e r e l y a l a r g e b l a d d e r , w i t h 

o u t a n y c e l l u l a r s u b d i v i s i o n s , a n d c o n s i s t s o f a 

s t r o n g , t r a n s p a r e n t m e m b r a n e , t h e c i r c u m f e r 

e n c e o f w h i c h , w h e n i n f l a t e d , is a b o u t e i g h t i n c h e s 

a n d a h a l f . T h e l u n g s i n t h e W a t e r - N e w t , a n d 

s o m e o t h e r a n i m a l s , a re d i v i d e d i n t o t w o l a r g e 

l o b e s o r s i m p l e b l a d d e r s , w i t h o u t c e l l u l a r s u b d i v i 

s i o n s ; i n t h e f r o g , c r o c o d i l e , & c . o f t w o l a r g e 

l o b e s w i t h c e l l u l a r s u b d i v i s i o n s ; w h i l e i n t h e 

R a t t l e - S n a k e , V i p e r , & c . b o t h these k i n d s o f 

s t r u c t u r e a r e c o m p r i s e d ; t h e f o r e p a r t o f t h e o r 

g a n b e i n g f i l l e d w i t h n u m e r o u s i n t e r n a l v e s i c u l a r 

s u b d i v i s i o n s , w h i l e t h e r e m a i n i n g p a r t is a m e r e 

l e n g t h e n e d b l a d d e r . 

T h e oesophagus o r g u l l e t w a s t w o f e e t t h r e e 

i n c h e s i n l e n g t h , a n d m a r k e d b y t w o d i s t i n c t 

s w e l l i n g s o r e n l a r g e m e n t s o f v e r y g r e a t s ize , so 
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b l o o d - v e s s e l s a n d t u b e s , as t o c o m p o s e so m a n y r e 

g u l a r l y - f o r m e d b o d i e s , w h i c h c o u l d n o t b e v i e w e d 

w i t h o u t a d m i r a t i o n . 

T h e t o n g u e w a s i n a l l r e s p e c t s l i k e t h a t o f a 

V i p e r , b e i n g c o m p o s e d o f t w o l o n g a n d r o u n d 

b o d i e s , c o n t i g u o u s , a n d j o i n e d t o g e t h e r f r o m t h e 

r o o t t o h a l f i t s l e n g t h : t h i s p a r t m a y b e d a r t e d 

o u t o r r e t r a c t e d w i t h g r e a t a g i l i t y b y t h e a n i m a l , 

t h e p a r t w h i c h i s t h r o w n o u t b e i n g o f a b l a c k c o 

l o u r , w h i l e t h e r e m a i n d e r o r s h e a t h e d p o r t i o n is 

r e d . 

T h e t e e t h a r e o f t w o s o r t s , v i z . t h e s m a l l e r , 

w h i c h a r e s e a t e d i n e a c h j a w , a n d s e r v e f o r t h e 

c a t c h i n g a n d r e t a i n i n g t h e f o o d ; a n d , s e c o n d l y , 

t h e f a n g s o r p o i s o n o u s t e e t h , w h i c h k i l l t h e p r e y , 

a n d a r e p l a c e d w i t h o u t t h e u p p e r j a w , a n d a r e a l l 

c a n i n i o r a p p r e h e n s o r e s ; f o r s i n c e s n a k e s d o n o t 

c h e w o r b r u i s e t h e i r f o o d , b u t s w a l l o w i t w h o l e , 

t h e y h a v e n o n e e d o f m o l a r e s o r g r i n d e r s . 

O f t h e first s o r t o f t e e t h a r e t w o r o w s o n e a c h 

s i d e , v i z . five i n a r o w , t h e i n w a r d less t h a n t h e 

o u t w a r d , t h e r e b e i n g t w e n t y i n a l l . I n t h e u p p e r 

j a w t h e r e a r e o n l y s i x t e e n , v i z . five o n e a c h s i d e , 

p l a c e d b a c k w a r d , a n d s i x b e f o r e . T h e s e d o n o 

h a r m , w h i c h w a s k n o w n o f o l d t o m o u n t e b a n k s , 

w h o , t o g i v e a p r o o f o f t h e e f f i c a c y o f t h e i r a n t i 

d o t e s , w o u l d s u f f e r t h e m s e l v e s t o b e b i t t e n b y 

V i p e r s , b u t first t o o k c a r e t o s p o i l t h e m o f t h e i r 

f a n g s . 

T h e f a n g s a r e p l a c e d w i t h o u t t h e u p p e r j a w s , 

t o w a r d s t h e f o r e p a r t o f t h e m o u t h , n o t f a s t e n e d 

t o t h e m a x i l l a e , as t h e o t h e r t e e t h , b u t t h e t w o 
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o u t m o s t a n d l a r g e s t f a n g s w e r e f i x e d t o t h a t b o n e 

w h i c h ( i f a n y ) m a y b e t h o u g h t t o b e t h e e a r -

b o n e : t h e o t h e r f a n g s , o r s m a l l e r ones , s e e m e d 

n o t f i x e d t o a n y b o n e , b u t r a t h e r t o m u s c l e s a n d 

t e n d o n s . T h e f a n g s w e r e n o t t o b e p e r c e i v e d o n 

f i r s t o p e n i n g t h e m o u t h , l y i n g c o u c h e d u n d e r a 

s t r o n g m e m b r a n e o r s h e a t h ; b u t so as t o m a k e a 

l a r g e r i s i n g t h e r e o n t h e o u t s i d e o f t h e s m a l l e r 

t e e t h o f t h e m a x i l l a ; b u t a t p l e a s u r e , w h e n a l i v e , 

t h e a n i m a l c a n r a i s e t h e m t o d o e x e c u t i o n w i t h , 

as a c a t o r l i o n does i t s c l a w s . T h e s e fang-s w e r e 

h o o k e d a n d b e n t , l i k e t h e t u s k s o f t h e B a b y -

rous sa , b u t s o m e o f t h e s m a l l e r ones w e r e b e n t a t 

r i g h t a n g l e s : o n e a c h s i d e w e m e e t w i t h a b o u t 

s i x o r s e v e n o f t hese . I n a l l t h e s e t e e t h w a s a 

p r e t t y l a r g e f o r a m e n o r h o l e t o w a r d s t h e r o o t o f 

i t , a n d t o w a r d s t h e p o i n t w a s a p l a i n l y v i s i b l e 

l a r g e s l i t , s l o p i n g l i k e t h e c u t o f a p e n ; t h e p a r t 

f r o m t h e s l i t b e i n g p e r f e c t l y h o l l o w ; a n d o n p ress 

i n g g e n t l y w i t h t h e f i n g e r o n t h e s i d e o f t h e g u m , 

t h e p o i s o n , w h i c h w a s o f a y e l l o w i s h c o l o u r , w a s 

r e a d i l y p e r c e i v e d t o i s sue f r o m t h e h o l l o w o f t h e 

t o o t h t h r o u g h t h e s l i t . 

T h e ve r t eb rae , a c c o r d i n g t o t h e f i g u r e o f t h e 

b o d y , w e r e s m a l l e s t t o w a r d s b o t h e x t r e m e s , a n d 

l a r g e s t i n t h e m i d d l e . F r o m t h e n e c k t o t h e v e n t 

t h e r e w e r e as m a n y v e r t e b r a e as scales o n t h e b e l l y , 

v i z . 1 6 8 ; b u t f r o m t h e v e n t t o t h e s e t t i n g o n o f 

t h e r a t t l e w e r e t w e n t y - n i n e m o r e i n n u m b e r t h a n 

t h e sca les . 

T h e r a t t l e is w e l l d e s c r i b e d b y D r . G r e w , w h o 
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o b s e r v e s t h a t i t c o n s i s t s o f h o l l o w , h a r d , d r y , a n d 

s e m i t r a n s p a r e n t b o n e s , n e a r l y o f t h e s a m e s ize 

a n d f i g u r e ; r e s e m b l i n g i n s o m e d e g r e e t h e s h a p e 

o f t h e h u m a n os s a c r u m ; f o r a l t h o u g h o n l y t h e 

l a s t o r t e r m i n a l o n e seems t o h a v e a r i g i d e p i p h y s i s 

j o i n e d t o i t , y e t h a v e e v e r y o n e o f t h e m t h e l i k e ; 

so t h a t t h e t i p o f e v e r y u p p e r m o s t b o n e r u n s 

w i t h i n t w o o f t h e b o n e s b e l o w i t ; b y w h i c h a r 

t i f i c e t h e y h a v e n o t o n l y a m o v e a b l e c o h e r e n c e , 

b u t a l so m a k e a m o r e m u l t i p l i e d s o u n d : e a c h 

b o n e h i t t i n g a g a i n s t t w o o t h e r s a t t h e s a m e t i m e . 

T h e r a t t l e is p l a c e d w i t h t h e b r o a d p a r t p e r p e n 

d i c u l a r t o t h e b o d y , a n d n o t h o r i z o n t a l ; a n d t h e 

first j o i n t is f a s t e n e d t o t h e l a s t v e r t e b r a o f t h e t a i l 

b y m e a n s o f a t h i c k m u s c l e u n d e r i t , as w e l l as 

b y t h e m e m b r a n e s w h i c h u n i t e i t t o t h e s k i n : a l l 

t h e r e m a i n i n g j o i n t s a re so m a n y e x t r a n e o u s 

b o d i e s , as i t w e r e , o r p e r f e c t l y u n c o n n e c t e d t o t h e 

t a i l b y a n y o t h e r m e a n s t h a n t h e i r c u r i o u s i n s e r 

t i o n s i n t o e a c h o t h e r . 

T h e n u m b e r o f j o i n t s i n t h e r a t t l e o f d i f f e r e n t 

i n d i v i d u a l s is v e r y v a r i o u s , f r o m five t o t w e l v e , 

fifteen, t w e n t y , o r e v e n , a c c o r d i n g t o s o m e a c 

c o u n t s , as m a n y as f o r t y . T h e p i e c e s o f w h i c h i t 

c o n s i s t s a re s u c c e s s i v e l y f o r m e d , e a c h h a v i n g 

b e e n o n c e a t t a c h e d t o t h e m u s c l e o f t h e l a s t v e r 

t e b r a o f t h e t a i l , a n d d r i v e n o n b y t h e g r a d u a l f o r 

m a t i o n o f a y o u n g o r i m m a t u r e o n e b e n e a t h i t ; 

b u t as i t is n o t k n o w n w h e t h e r t he se s u c c e s s i v e 

f o r m a t i o n s o f n e w j o i n t s i n t h e r a t t l e c o r r e s p o n d 

w i t h t h e g e n e r a l c h a n g e s o f t h e s k i n , a n d as t h e 
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p a r t is a l s o l i a b l e f r o m i t s n a t u r e t o o c c a s i o n a l 

m u t i l a t i o n s , i t c a n n o t b e c o n s i d e r e d as a p r o p e r 

t e s t o f t h e a n i m a l ' s a g e . 

T h e l e n g t h o f t h e i n d i v i d u a l d i s s e c t e d b y D r . 

T y s o n , w a s f o u r f e e t f i v e i n c h e s ; t h e g i r t h o f t h e 

b o d y i n t h e l a r g e s t p a r t s i x i n c h e s a n d a h a l f ; 

t h a t o f t h e n e c k t h r e e i n c h e s , a n d o f t h e e x t r e 

m i t y o f t h e t a i l , n e a r t h e r a t t l e , t w o i n c h e s . 

F r o m h i s d e s c r i p t i o n o f i t s c o l o u r , i t s h o u l d 

r a t h e r s e e m t o h a v e b e e n t h e C r o t a l u s D u r i s s u s o r 

n e x t spec ies , t h a n t h e p r e s e n t , s i n c e h e t e l l s us 

t h e sca les o n t h e b a c k m a d e a c u r i o u s c h e q u e r o r 

d a p p l i n g b y t h e i n t e r m i x t u r e o f i t s c o l o u r s . T h e 

n u m b e r o f a b d o m i n a l s c u t a w a s 1 6 8 . B e y o n d 

t h e v e n t w e r e t w o h a l f - s c a l e s , a n d t h e n c e n i n e 

t e e n s c u t a o r w h o l e s c a l e s ; w h i l e f r o m t h e n c e t o 

t h e r a t t l e i t s e l f w e r e s i x o r d e r s o r r o w s o f s m a l l e r 

sca les . 

S T R I P E D R A T T L E - S N A K E . 

Cortalus Durissus. C. fuscus, striis rhombeatis subflatis. 
Brown Rattle-Snake, with yellowish rhomboid stripes. 
Crotalus Durissus. Lin. Sjjst. Not. p. 372. 
Abdominal scuta 172, subcaudal 21 . 

Tins species may, in general, be readily distin

g u i s h e d f r o m t h e f o r m e r b y t h e d i f f e r e n t d i s p o s i 

t i o n o f i t s c o l o u r s , b e i n g o f a d e e p b r o w n a b o v e , 

w i t h a v e r y r e g u l a r l y c o n d u c t e d p a t t e r n o f p a l e -

y e l l o w s t r e a k s , so d i s p o s e d as t o f o r m a c o n t i n u e d 

ser ies o f l a r g e r h o m b s o r l o z e n g e s d o w n t h e b a c k , 
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t h e s t r i p e s g r o w i n g s o m e w h a t less d i s t i n c t as t h e y 

d e s c e n d o n t h e s ides , w h e r e t h e y a r e c o n t i n u e d 

i n t o a less p e r f e c t r e p e t i t i o n o f t h e d o r s a l p a t t e r n : 

t h e n e c k is m a r k e d b y a l o n g i t u d i n a l s t r e a k o n 

e a c h s i d e , a n d t h e u n d e r p a r t s o f t h e b o d y r e 

s e m b l e i n c o l o u r t h o s e o f t h e f o r m e r spec ies , b e i n g 

o f a d u s k y y e l l o w i s h b r o w n , w i t h n u m e r o u s s m a l l 

d a r k s p o t s a n d p a t c h e s . T h e s ize a n d g e n e r a l 

p r o p o r t i o n s o f t h e a n i m a l r e s e m b l e t h o s e o f t h e 

f o r m e r , w i t h w h i c h i n d e e d i t a p p e a r s t o h a v e b e e n 

v e r y f r e q u e n t l y c o n f o u n d e d . I t is a l s o a n a t i v e 

o f t h e s a m e p a r t s o f A m e r i c a , b u t seems t o h a v e 

b e e n u n k n o w n t o C a t e s b y , w h o has n o t i n t r o 

d u c e d i t i n t o h i s H i s t o r y o f C a r o l i n a . I t s b i t e , 

so f a r as c a n b e a s c e r t a i n e d b } ' e x p e r i m e n t s m a d e 

w i t h s u c h s p e c i m e n s as h a v e b e e n t r a n s p o r t e d i n t o 

E u r o p e , a p p e a r s t o b e e q u a l l y f a t a l # w i t h t h a t o f 

t h e f o r m e r spec ies . 

\ * In the spring of the present year a Rattle-Snake of this spe
cies, which had been kept many months in confinement, bit a 
healthy half-grown Rabbet, which was placed in its cage, on the 
loins : the Rabbet instantly fell down ; became quite paralytic 
in the hind limbs, and soon afterwards in the fore also, and died 
in the space of twenty-five minutest from the bite, without any 
convulsive motions. 

f According to the observations of Sir Thomas Cullum, bart in whose presence 
the experiment was made. 
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W O O D R A T T L E - S N A K E . 

Crotalus Dryinas. C. griseus, subluteo variatus. 
Greyish Rattle-Snake, with yellowish variegations. 
Crotalus Dryinas. Lin. Syst. Nat. p. 372. 
Vipera caudisona Ceilanica. Seb. 2. t. 95. f . 3. 
Vipera Orientalis maxima caudisona. Seb. 2. t. 96. f . 1. 
Abdominal scuta 165, subcaudal 30. 

A GENUINE description of the particular colour 

o f t h i s spec ies , i n a l i v i n g s t a t e , seems y e t w a n t 

i n g ; a u t h o r s h a v i n g d e s c r i b e d i t f r o m s p e c i m e n s 

p r e s e r v e d i n s p i r i t s , i n w h i c h , a f t e r a c e r t a i n p e 

r i o d , t h e c o l o u r s o f m o s t s e r p e n t s a r e g r e a t l y 

c h a n g e d a n d f a d e d . I t i s s a i d , h o w e v e r , t o b e o f 

a p a l e r o r l i g h t e r t i n g e t h a n t h e t w o f o r m e r spe

c ies , a n d t o b e v a r i e g a t e d w i t h y e l l o w i s h m a r k s 

o n t h e b a c k : s o m e i n d i v i d u a l s f i g u r e d b y Seba , 

a n d w h i c h a r e g e n e r a l l y r e f e r r e d t o t h i s a n i m a l , 

a r e o f a r u f o u s o r f e r r u g i n o u s t i n g e , w i t h a c a s t 

o f y e l l o w a c c o m p a n i e d b y a f e w d u s k y v a r i e g a 

t i o n s o n t h e u p p e r p a r t s : t h e r a t t l e is , i n t h e s e 

s p e c i m e n s , o f m u c h g r e a t e r l e n g t h t h a n is u s u a l l y 

seen i n t h e p r e c e d i n g k i n d s , t h e n u m b e r i n o n e o f 

t h e m a m o u n t i n g t o n o less t h a n f o r t y . Seba i m a 

g i n e d h i s s p e c i m e n s t o h a v e b e e n n a t i v e s o f C e y 

l o n , a n d t h e r e f o r e d i s t i n g u i s h e s t h e m b y t h e t i t l e 

o f O r i e n t a l R a t t l e - S n a k e s ; b u t i t is g e n e r a l l y s u p -

p o s e d t h a t t h i s is a m i s t a k e n i d e a , a n d t h a t t h e 

w h o l e 2,-enus is c o n f i n e d t o t h e A m e r i c a n c o n t i -

n e n t . 
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M I L I A R Y R A T T L E - S N A K E . 

Crotalus Miliarius. C. cinereus, maculis nigris triplici online 
longitudinali, macula rubra inter singulas dorsales. 

Grey Rattle-Snake, with a triple row of black spots, and a red 
spot between each of the dorsal ones. 

Crotalus Miliarius. Lin. Syst. Nat. p. 572. 
Small Rattle-Snake. Catesb. Car. 2. pi. 42. 
Abdominal scuta 132, subcaudal 32. 

Mr. CATESBY, the first describer of this animal, 

seems t o e n t e r t a i n s o m e d o u b t s w h e t h e r i t r e a l l y 

d i f f e r s f r o m t h e c o m m o n r a t t l e - s n a k e , i n a n y o t h e r 

r e s p e c t t h a n i n c o l o u r , i t s p r e v a i l i n g t i n g e b e i n g 

g r e y - b r o w n , s h a d e d o n t h e b a c k w i t h r e d , a n d 

m a r k e d b y l a r g e b l a c k s p o t s w i t h w h i t e i n d e n t e d 

e d g e s . I t appea r s , h o w e v e r , t o b e a t r u l y d i s t i n c t 

spec ies , d i f f e r i n g n o t o n l y i n c o l o u r b u t i n t h e 

s m a l l e r n u m b e r o f i t s a b d o m i n a l s c u t a : t h e r e 

a r e g e n e r a l l y t h r e e r o w s o f b l a c k d o r s a l s p o t s , o f 

w h i c h t h e m i d d l e r a n g e i s t h e l a r g e s t , a n d is d i s 

t i n g u i s h e d b y a r e d s p o t i n t e r p o s e d b e t w e e n e a c h 

o f t h e b l a c k ones , w h i c h a r e a l so c o m m o n l y 

t i n g e d w i t h r e d o n t h e m i d d l e : t h i s is t h e s m a l l e s t 

spec ies o f R a t t l e - S n a k e y e t k n o w n , r a r e l y e x 

c e e d i n g t h e l e n g t h o f t w o f e e t . I n i t s g e n e r a l 

h a b i t s i t r e s e m b l e s t h e p r e c e d i n g k i n d s . 
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B O A . B O A . 

Generic Character. 

Scuta abdominalia & sub-

caudalia. 
Scuta or undivided plates bo th 

on the abdomen and be

neath the t a i l . 

C O N S T R I C T O R B O A . 

Boa Constrictor. B. griseo:flavescens, catena dorsali castanea, 
maculis lateral/bits subtrigonis. 

Yellowish-grey Boa, with large chesnut-coloured chain-like 
pattern clown the back, and subtrigonal spots on the sides. 

Boa Constrictor. Lin-. Syst. Nat. p. 373. 
Serpens Ceilonica spadicea Manballa dicta. Seb. 2. t. 99-f- !• 
Serpens excellens ac speciosa Brasiliensis. Ib. t. 99-J- 2. 
Serpens blanda Ceilonica Polonga dicta. Ib. t. 101. 
Serpens Americana arborea. Seb. I. t. 53. 
Le Devin. Cepede ovip. 2. p. 338. 
Boa Constrictor. Great Boa. Nat. Misc: vol. 2. pi. 51 . 
Abdominal scuta 240, subcaudal 60. 

TH E genus Boa is remarkable for the vast and 

a l m o s t u n l i i n i r e u s ize o f s o m e o f t h e p r i n c i p a l spe

c ies , w h i c h i n I n d i a , A f r i c a , a n d S o u t h A m e r i c a , 

a r e o c c a s i o n a l l y f o u n d o f n o t less t h a n t w e n t y , 

t h i r t y , a n d e v e n t h i r t y - f i v e f e e t i n l e n g t h , a n d o f 

a s t r e n g t h so p r o d i g i o u s as t o b e a b l e t o d e s t r o y 
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cattle, deer, &c. by twisting around them in such 

a manner as to crush them to death by continued 

pressure*, after which they swallow them in a 

very gradual manner; and when thus gorged with 

their prey, become almost torpid with repletion, 

and if discovered in this state, may without much 

difficulty be destroyed by shooting or other me

thods. There is reason to suppose that these gi

gantic serpents are become less common now than 

some centuries backwards, and that in proportion 

as cultivation and population have increased, the 

larger species of noxious animals have been ex-

* This practice of the larger serpents seems to have been well 
known to the ancients: thus Lucan, speaking of the monstrous 
Afr ican snakes (which he also represents as furnished with wings), 
tells us they destroy Oxen, and even Elephants, by wri thing 
around and crushing them to death. 

" Vos quoque, qui cunctis innoxia numina terris 
Serpitis, aurato nitidi fulgore Dracones, 
Pestiferos ardens facit Africa, ducitis altum 
Aera cum pennis, armentaque tota secuti 
Rumpitis ingentes amplexi verbere tauros. 
Nec tutus spatio est Elephas : datis omnia leto : 
Nec vobis opus est ad noxia fata veneno." 

Ye too, in other climes who harmless rove 
In gilded scales, the guardians of the grove, 
In horrid Afric's pestilential air 
Acquire new natures from the burning glare : 
Ride thro' the blaze of noon on sable wing, 
Quick on th' affrighted herds with fury spring; 
And gathering all your folds in writhing* dire, 
Bid the huge Ox beneath your crush expire: 
Th' enormous Elephant by force can slay, 
And need no poison to secure your prey. 

The tale of Laocoon in V i r g i l might be also adduced as an 
example of this particular. 
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p e l l e t ! f r o m t h e h a u n t s o f m a n k i n d , a n d d r i v e n 

i n t o m o r e d i s t a n t a n d u n c u l t i v a t e d t r a c t s : t h e y 

a r e s t i l l , h o w e v e r , o c c a s i o n a l l y seen , a n d s o m e 

t i m e s a p p r o a c h t h e p l a n t a t i o n s a n d g a r d e n s o f t h e 

d i s t r i c t s n e a r e s t t o t h e i r r e s i d e n c e . 

O f a l l t h e l a r g e r Boas t h e m o s t c o n s p i c u o u s i s 

t h e B o a C o n s t r i c t o r , w h i c h is a t o n c e p r e e m i n e n t 

f r o m s u p e r i o r i t y o f s ize a n d b e a u t y o f c o l o u r s : i n 

t h i s r e s p e c t i n d e e d i t a p p e a r s t o b e s u b j e c t t o c o n 

s i d e r a b l e v a r i a t i o n f r o m a g e , s ex , a n d c l i m a t e , b u t 

m a y b e d i s t i n g u i s h e d i n e v e r y s t a t e f r o m t h e r e s t 

o f i t s t r i b e b y t h e p e c u l i a r p a t t e r n o r d i s p o s i t i o n o f 

i t s v a r i e g a t i o n s . T h e g r o u n d - c o l o u r o f t h e w h o l e 

a n i m a l , i n t h e y o u n g e r s p e c i m e n s , i s a y e l l o w i s h 

g r e y , a n d s o m e t i m e s e v e n a b r i g h t y e l l o w , o n 

w h i c h is d i s p o s e d a l o n g t h e w h o l e l e n g t h o f t h e 

b a c k a ser ies o f l a r g e , c h a i n - l i k e , r e d d i s h - b r o w n , 

a n d s o m e t i m e s p e r f e c t l y r e d v a r i e g a t i o n s , l e a v i n g 

l a r g e o p e n o v a l spaces o f t h e g r o u n d c o l o u r a t r e 

g u l a r i n t e r v a l s : t h e l a r g e s t o r p r i n c i p a l m a r k s c o m 

p o s i n g t h e c h a i n - l i k e p a t t e r n a b o v e m e n t i o n e d a r e 

o f a s q u a r i s h f o r m , a c c o m p a n i e d o n t h e i r e x t e r i o r 

s ides b y l a r g e t r i a n g u l a r spo t s , w i t h t h e i r p o i n t s 

d i r e c t e d d o w n w a r d s : b e t w e e n t h e s e l a r g e r m a r k s 

a r e d i s p o s e d m a n y s m a l l e r o n e s o f u n c e r t a i n f o r m s , 

a n d m o r e o r less n u m e r o u s i n d i f f e r e n t p a r t s : t h e 

g r o u n d - c o l o u r i t s e l f i s a l s o s c a t t e r e d o v e r b y a 

g r e a t m a n y s m a l l s p e c k s o f t h e s a m e c o l o u r w i t h 

t h e v a r i e g a t i o n s : t h e e x t e r i o r e d g e s o f a l l t h e 

l a r g e r s p o t s a n d m a r k i n g s a r e c o m m o n l y b l a c k i s h , 

o r o f a m u c h d e e p e r c a s t t h a n t h e m i d d l e p a r t , 

a n d t h e g r o u n d - c o l o u r i m m e d i a t e l y a c c o m p a n y -
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i n g t h e o u t w a r d e d g e s o f t h e s p o t s is , o n t h e c o n 

t r a r y , l i g h t e r t h a n o n o t h e r p a r t s , o r e v e n w h i t i s h , 

t h u s c o n s t i t u t i n g a g e n e r a l r i c h n e s s o f p a t t e r n , o f 

w h i c h n o t h i n g b u t a n a c t u a l v i e w o f a h i g h l y -

c o l o u r e d s p e c i m e n o f t h e a n i m a l i t s e l f c a n c o n v e y 

a c o m p l e t e i d e a . I n t h e l a r g e r s p e c i m e n s t h e y e l 

l o w t i n g e is o f t e n l o s t i n a n u n i f o r m g r e y cas t , 

a n d t h e r e d t i n g e o f t h e v a r i e g a t i o n s s i n k s i n t o a 

d e e p c h e s n u t ; a n d i n s o m e t h e g e n e r a l r e g u l a r i t y 

o f t h e p a t t e r n b e f o r e d e s c r i b e d is d i s t u r b e d b y a 

k i n d o f c o n f l u e n t a p p e a r a n c e : t h e h e a d is a l w a y s 

m a r k e d a b o v e b y a l a r g e l o n g i t u d i n a l d a r k b a n d , 

a n d b y a n a r r o w e r l a t e r a l b a n d p a s s i n g a c r o s s t h e 

eyes t o w a r d s t h e n e c k . 

T h e B o a C o n s t r i c t o r is a n a t i v e o f A f r i c a , I n 

d i a , t h e l a r g e r I n d i a n i s l a n d s , a n d S o u t h A m e r i c a , 

w h e r e i t c h i e f l v r e s ides i n t h e m o s t r e t i r e d s i t u a -

t i o n s i n w o o d y a n d m a r s h y r e g i o n s . 

I t was , i n a l l p r o b a b i l i t y , a n e n o r m o u s s p e c i 

m e n o f t h i s v e r y s e r p e n t t h a t o n c e d i f f u s e d so v i o 

l e n t a t e r r o r a m o n g s t t h e m o s t v a l i a n t o f m a n 

k i n d , a n d t h r e w a w h o l e R o m a n a r m v i n t o d i s -
t/ 

m a y . H i s t o r i a n s r e l a t e t h i s s u r p r i s i n g e v e n t i n 
t e r m s o f c o n s i d e r a b l e l u x u r i a n c e . V a l e r i u s M a x i * 

m u s t h u s m e n t i o n s i t f r o m L i v y , i n o n e o f t h e 

l o s t b o o k s o f w h o s e h i s t o r y i t w a s r e l a t e d m o r e a t 

l a r g e . 

" A n d s i n c e w e a re o n t h e s u b j e c t o f u n c o m 

m o n p h a e n o m e n a , w e m a y h e r e m e n t i o n t h e ser 

p e n t so e l o q u e n t l y a n d a c c u r a t e l y r e c o r d e d b y 

L i v y ; w h o says , t h a t n e a r t h e r i v e r B a g r a d a i n 

A f r i c a , a s n a k e w a s seen o f so e n o r m o u s a m a ° ' n i -
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t u c l e as t o p r e v e n t t h e a r m y o f A t t i l i u s R e g u l u s 

f r o m t h e use o f t h e r i v e r ; a n d a f t e r s n a t c h i n g u p 

s e v e r a l s o l d i e r s w i t h i t s e n o r m o u s m o u t h , a n d d e 

v o u r i n g t h e m , a n d k i l l i n g s e v e r a l m o r e b y s t r i k 

i n g a n d s q u e e z i n g t h e m w i t h t h e sp i r e s o f i t s t a i l , 

w a s a t l e n g t h d e s t r o y e d b y a s s a i l i n g i t w i t h a l l t h e 

f o r c e o f m i l i t a r y e n g i n e s a n d s h o w e r s o f s t ones , 

a f t e r i t h a d w i t h s t o o d t h e a t t a c k o f t h e i r spears 

a n d d a r t s : t h a t i t w a s r e g a r d e d b y t h e w h o l e a r m y 

as a m o r e f o r m i d a b l e e n e m y t h a n e v e n C a r t h a g e 

i t s e l f ; a n d t h a t t h e w h o l e a d j a c e n t r e g i o n b e i n g 

t a i n t e d w i t h t h e p e s t i l e n t i a l e f f l u v i a p r o c e e d i n g 

f r o m i t s r e m a i n s , a n d t h e w a t e r s w i t h i t s b l o o d , 

t h e R o m a n a r m y w a s o b l i g e d t o r e m o v e i t s s t a 

t i o n : h e a l so a d d s , t h a t t h e s k i n o f t h e m o n s t e r , 

m e a s u r i n g 1 2 0 f e e t i n l e n g t h , w a s s e n t t o R o m e 

as a t r o p h y . " 

T h e l e a r n e d F r i e n s h e m i u s , i n h i s S u p p l e m e n t a 

L i v i a n a , has a t t e m p t e d a m o r e a m p l e a n d c i r c u m 

s t a n t i a l n a r r a t i v e o f t h e s a m e e v e n t , a n d i t c a n n o t 

b e u n a c c e p t a b l e t o t h e r e a d e r t o r e c e i v e a q u o t a 

t i o n f r o m a n a u t h o r w h o has so h a p p i l y i m i t a t e d 

t h e m a n n e r o f t h e g r e a t h i s t o r i a n . 

" I n t e r e a M . R e g u l u s , & c . " 

" I n t h e m e a n t i m e R e g u l u s , e v e r y w h e r e v i c 

t o r i o u s , l e d h i s a r m y i n t o a r e g i o n w a t e r e d b y t h e 

r i v e r R a g r a d a , n e a r w h i c h a n u n l o o k e d - f o r m i s 

f o r t u n e a w a i t e d t h e m , a n d a t o n c e a f f e c t e d t h e 

R o m a n c a m p w i t h c o n s i d e r a b l e loss , a n d w i t h a p 

p r e h e n s i o n s s t i l l m o r e t e r r i b l e ; f o r a s e r p e n t o f 

p r o d i g i o u s s ize a t t a c k e d t h e s o l d i e r s w h o w e r e 

s e n t f o r w a t e r , a n d w h i l e t h e y w e r e o v e r w h e l m e d 
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w i t h t e r r o r , a n d u n e q u a l t o t h e c o n f l i c t , e n -

g u l p h e d s e v e r a l o f t h e m i n i t s e n o r m o u s m o u t h , 

a n d k i l l e d o t h e r s b y w r i t h i n g r o u n d t h e m w i t h i t s 

sp i r e s , a n d b r u i s i n g t h e m w i t h t h e s t r o k e s o f i t s 

t a i l : a n d s o m e w e r e e v e n d e s t r o y e d b y t h e p e s t i 

l e n t i a l e f f l u v i a p r o c e e d i n g f r o m i t s b r e a t h : i t 

c a u s e d so m u c h t r o u b l e t o R e g u l u s , t h a t h e f o u n d 

i t n e c e s s a r y t o c o n t e s t t h e p o s s e s s i o n o f t h e r i v e r 

w i t h i t b y e m p l o y i n g t h e w h o l e f o r c e o f h i s a r m y ; 

d u r i n g w h i c h a c o n s i d e r a b l e n u m b e r o f s o l d i e r s 

w e r e l o s t , w h i l e t h e s e r p e n t c o u l d n e i t h e r b e v a n 

q u i s h e d n o r w O u n d e d ; t h e s t r o n g a r m o u r o f i t s 

sca les e a s i l y r e p e l l i n g t h e f o r c e o f a l l t h e w e a p o n s 

t h a t w e r e d i r e c t e d a g a i n s t i t ; u p o n w h i c h r e 

c o u r s e w a s h a d t o b a t t e r i n g e n g i n e s , w i t h w h i c h 

t h e a n i m a l w a s a t t a c k e d i n t h e m a n n e r o f a f o r t i 

f i e d t o w e r , a n d w a s t h u s a t l e n g t h o v e r p o w e r e d . 

S e v e r a l d i s c h a r g e s w e r e m a d e a g a i n s t i t w i t h o u t 

succes s , t i l l i t s b a c k b e i n g b r o k e n b y a n i m m e n s e 

s t o n e , t h e f o r m i d a b l e m o n s t e r b e g a n t o lose i t s 

p o w e r s , a n d w a s y e t w i t h d i f f i c u l t y d e s t r o y e d ; 

a f t e r h a v i n g d i f f u s e d s u c h a h o r r o r a m o n g t h e 

a r m y , t h a t t h e y c o n f e s s e d t h e y w o u l d r a t h e r a t t a c k 

C a r t h a g e i t s e l f t h a n s u c h a n o t h e r m o n s t e r : n o r 

c o u l d t h e c a m p c o n t i n u e a n y l o n g e r i n t h e s a m e 

s t a t i o n , b u t w a s o b l i g e d t o f l y ; t h e w a t e r a n d 

t h e w h o l e a d j a c e n t r e g i o n b e i n g t a i n t e d w i t h t h e 

p e s t i f e r o u s e f f l u v i a . A m o s t m o r t i f y i n g h u m i l i a 

t i o n t o h u m a n p r i d e ! H e r e a t l e a s t w a s a n i n 

s t a n c e o f a w h o l e R o m a n a r m y , u n d e r t h e c o m 

m a n d o f R e g u l u s , a n d u n i v e r s a l l y v i c t o r i o u s b o t h 

b y sea a n d l a n d , o p p o s e d b y a s i n g l e s n a k e , w h i c h 
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c o n f l i c t e d w i t h i t w h e n l i v i n g , a n d e v e n w h e n 

d e a d o b l i g e d i t t o d e p a r t . T h e p r o c o n s u l , t h e r e 

f o r e , t h o u g h t i t n o d i m i n u t i o n t o h i s d i g n i t y t o 

s e n d t h e s p o i l s o f s u c h a n e n e m y t o R o m e , a n d 

t o c o n f e s s a t o n c e t h e g r e a t n e s s o f h i s v i c t o r y 

a n d h i s t e r r o r b y t h i s p u b l i c m e m o r i a l : f o r h e 

c a u s e d t h e s k i n o f t h e s n a k e t o b e t a k e n o f f a n d 

s e n t t o t h e c i t y ; w h i c h i s s a i d t o h a v e m e a s u r e d 

1 2 0 f e e t : i t w a s s u s p e n d e d i n a t e m p l e , a n d r e 

m a i n e d t i l l t h e t i m e o f t h e N u m a n t i n e w a r . " 

O f t h e t w o f i g u r e s s e l e c t e d f o r t h e i l l u s t r a t i o n 

o f t h i s spec ies , o n e r e p r e s e n t s t h e a n i m a l i n i t s 

m o s t r e g u l a r s t a t e o f v a r i e g a t i o n , t h e o t h e r w i t h 

t h e less r e g u l a r o r c o n f l u e n t p a t t e r n . 

S P O T T E D B O A . 

Boa Scytale. B. cinerea maculis dorsalibus magnis orbicularis 
nigris, lateralibus annularis disco albo. 

Cinereous Boa, wi th large orbicular black dorsal spots, and 
annulated lateral ones, wi th white centres. 

Boa Scytale. Lin. Sijst. Nat. p. 274. Boddaert Nov. Act. Cats. 
7- p. 17- Scheuchtzer Phys. Sacr. t. 737. f . 1. 

Abdominal scuta 250, subcaudal 70. 

THE spotted Boa is sometimes scarcely inferior 

i n s ize t o t h e C o n s t r i c t o r , a n d is o f s i m i l a r m a n 

n e r s , d e s t r o y i n g , l i k e t h a t a n i m a l , g o a t s , sheep , 

d e e r , & c . i t i s d e s c r i b e d as b e i n g g e n e r a l l y o f a 

g r e y o r g l a u c o u s c o l o u r , m a r k e d w i t h l a r g e o r b i 

c u l a r b l a c k s p o t s o n t h e b a c k , a n d w i t h s m a l l e r 
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o n e s o f s i m i l a r f o r m , b u t w i t h w h i t e c e n t r e s , o n t h e 

s ides , w h i l e o n t h e a b d o m e n a r e s c a t t e r e d s e v e r a l 

o b l o n g s p o t s a n d m a r k s , i n t e r s p e r s e d w i t h s m a l l e r 

s p e c k s a n d v a r i e g a t i o n s . I t i s a n a t i v e o f s e v e r a l 

p a r t s o f S o u t h A m e r i c a , a n d , l i k e o t h e r l a r g e 

s n a k e s , is o c c a s i o n a l l y e a t e n b y t h e I n d i a n s . 

R I N G E D B O A . 

Boa Cenchris. B. rvfescens, annulis magnis dorsalibus nigrican-
tibus, maculis rcniformilms later alib us fuscis medio albidis. 

Rufescent Boa, with large dusky dorsal rings, and blackish 
kidney-shaped lateral spots with white centres. 

Boa Cenchris. Lin. Syst. Nat. p. 274. 
Tamacuilla Hui l ia , seu Serpens Oculea Mexicana faemina. 

Seb. 2. t. OS. 
Abdominal scuta 20*5, subcaudal scuta 57-

THIS also grows to a large size, though not 

e q u a l t o e i t h e r o f t h e f o r m e r spec ies , f r o m w h i c h , 

as w e l l as f r o m m o s t o t h e r s , i t m a y b e e a s i l y d i s 

t i n g u i s h e d b y t h e r e g u l a r d i s t r i b u t i o n o f i t s c o 

l o u r s ; t h e g e n e r a l c a s t b e i n g f e r r u g i n o u s , d a r k e s t 

o n t h e b a c k , w h e r e i t is m a r k e d b y a c o n t i n u e d 

ser ies o f v e r y l a r g e b l a c k i s h c i r c l e s f r o m h e a d t o 

t a i l ; w h i l e a l o n g t h e s ides a re i n t e r s p e r s e d s e v e r a l 

k i d n e y - s h a p e d b l a c k i s h spo t s w i t h w h i t e c e n t r e s : 

t h e h e a d is a l e n g t h e n e d f o r m , a n d is m a r k e d b y a 

b l a c k l o n g i t u d i n a l a n d t w o l a t e r a l b a n d s . T h i s 

a n i r r i a l i s a n a t i v e o f S o u t h A m e r i c a , a n d is e x 

t r e m e l y w e l l f i g u r e d i n t h e w o r k o f Seba . I n t h e 

B r i t i s h a n d L e v e r i a n M u s e u m s a r e s p e c i m e n s p r e 

s e r v e d i n s p i r i t s . 
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W A T E R B O A . 

Boa Enydris. B. colore griseo variegata. Boddaert Nov. Act. 
Cces. 7. p. 18. 

Boa with grey variegations. 
Boa Enydris. Lin. Syst. Nat. p. 274. 
Abdominal scuta 270, subcaudal 105. 

THIS species, according to Linnaeus, is varie

g a t e d w i t h d i f f e r e n t shades o f g r e y ; t h e t e e t h i n 

t h e l o w e r j a w a re l o n g e r t h a n u s u a l i n t h i s g e n u s ; 

t h e n u m b e r o f a b d o m i n a l s c u t a is 2 7 0 , a n d o f t h e 

s u b c a u d a l o n e s 1 0 5 . L i n n a e u s d e s c r i b e d i t f r o m a 

s p e c i m e n i n t h e c o l l e c t i o n o f B a r o n D e g e e r . I t 

is g r e a t l y a l l i e d i n g e n e r a l a p p e a r a n c e t o t h e H o r -

t u l a n a , h a v i n g a c o m p r e s s e d b o d y , a n d a n e a r l y 

s i m i l a r p a t t e r n . 

B R O W N B O A . 

Boa Ophryas. B. corporefusco. 
Boa with brown body. 
Boa Opliryas. Lin. Syst. Nat. p. 274. 
Abdominal scuta 2S1, subcauda 84. 

MENTIONED by Linnaeus from a specimen in 

t h e M u s e u m o f D e g e e r : ha s t h e g e n e r a l h a b i t o f 

t h e B . C o n s t r i c t o r , b u t i s o f a d a r k o r d u s k y c o 

l o u r , a n d has 2 8 1 a b d o m i n a l a n d 8 4 s u b c a u d a l 

s c u t a . 

v , u i . r . n . 2 3 
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Boa Canina. B. viridis, fasciis dorsalibus transxersis undulatis 

albis. 
Green Boa, with transverse, undulated, white dorsal bands. 
Boa Canina. Lin. Syst. Nat. p. 373. Mus. Ad. Frid. p. 39-1. 3. 
Serpens Bojobi Brasiliensis, & c . Seb. 2. t. 96. and var. Serpens 

Bojobi Ceilanica. t. 81 . 
Abdominal scuta 203, subcaudal 77-

A HIGHLY beautiful snake; measuring about 

f o u r f e e t i n l e n g t h , a n d b e i n g o f m o d e r a t e s ize o r 

t h i c k n e s s i n p r o p o r t i o n : t h e h e a d is l a r g e , a n d 

s h a p e d l i k e t h a t o f a d o g : t h e c o l o u r o f t h e w h o l e 

a n i m a l o n t h e u p p e r p a r t s is a m o s t b e a u t i f u l 

s a x o n - g r e e n , w i t h s e v e r a l s h o r t , u n d u l a t i n g , t r a n s 

v e r s e w h i t e b a r s d o w n t h e b a c k , t h e e d g e s o f 

w h i c h a re o f a d e e p e r o r s t r o n g e r g r e e n t h a n t h e 

g r o u n d - c o l o u r o f t h e b o d y : t h e u n d e r o r a b d o m i n a l 

p a r t i s w h i t e . T h i s species is a n a t i v e o f S o u t h 

A m e r i c a . I n t h e B r i t i s h M u s e u m is a n e l e g a n t 

s p e c i m e n . 

VAR. ? 

SEBA describes and figures a remarkable variety 

o f t h i s a n i m a l , i n w h i c h t h e g r o u n d - c o l o u r is 

b r i g h t o r a n g e , t h e d o r s a l b a n d s p a l e y e l l o w e d g e d 

w i t h r e d , a n d t h e a b d o m e n p a l e y e l l o w . I t is a 

n a t i v e o f t h e E a s t I n d i e s , d i f f e r i n g m e r e l y i n c o 

l o u r f r o m t h e f o r m e r . 
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R O Y A L B O A . 

Boa Rcgia. B. alba, collo longitudinalitcr fasciato, corpore fusco 
griseoque, vel aurantio roseoque variato. 

White Boa, with longitudinally striped neck, and body varie
gated either with brown and grey, or orange and rose-colour. 

Serpens Phyticus Africanus prodigiosus, ab indigents divino ho-
nore cultus. Seb. 1. t. 62. f . 1. 

Serpens Arabica Brasiliensibus Ibiboboca & Boiguaeu dictis. 
Seb. 2. t. 102. 

THIS species, which does not appear to have 

b e e n d e s c r i b e d b y a n y a u t h o r e x c e p t Seba, is i n 

t h e f o r m o f i t s h e a d , a n d t h e g e n e r a l s h a p e o f t h e 

b o d y , m o s t a l l i e d t o t h e Canina a n d Phrygia. I n 

i t s c o l o u r i t a p p e a r s t o v a r y , t h e g r o u n d - c o l o u r 

b e i n g w h i t e , b u t t h e v a r i e g a t i o n s s o m e t i m e s 

d u s k y o r c h e s n u t , a n d s o m e t i m e s o f a m o s t e l e 

g a n t o r a n g e - r e d , a c c o m p a n i e d b y a t i n g e o f b l o s 

s o m - c o l o u r o n t h e l i g h t e r p a r t s o f t h e p a t t e r n : t h e 

t o p o f t h e h e a d is f i l l e d b y a l a r g e p a t c h , f r o m 

w h i c h r u n t w o l o n g p a r a l l e l s t r i p e s t o a c o n s i d e r 

a b l e d i s t a n c e o n e a c h s i d e t h e n e c k , l e a v i n g a 

w i d e r s t r i p e o f t h e g r o u n d - c o l o u r a l o n g t h e u p p e r 

p a r t , a n d w h i c h a f t e r w a r d s c e a s i n g , f o r m s a p a r t 

o f t h e g e n e r a l v a r i e g a t i o n , w h i c h c o n s i s t s o f a 

laro-e a n d s o m e w h a t c h a i n - l i k e d o r s a l b a n d , r u n -

n i n « - d o w n o n e a c h s i d e a t m o d e r a t e l y d i s t a n t i n -

t e r v a l s , i n t o o b t u s e processes o r s i n u a t i o n s r e g u 

l a r l y b o r d e r e d b y t h e w h i t e g r o u n d - c o l o u r , t h e 

i n t e r v e n i n g l a t e r a l spaces b e i n g m u c h l i g h t e r , a n d 

e a c h m a r k e d b y a d u s k y p a t c h o n t h e u p p e r p a r t : 

t h e u n d e r p a r t s o f t h e b o d y a n d t a i l a re w h i t e : 
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t h e h e a d is c o v e r e d i n f r o n t w i t h l a r g e s c a l e s : 

t h e t a i l is e x t r e m e l y s h o r t , a n d t a p e r s p r e t t y s u d 

d e n l y . 

E M B R O I D E R E D B O A . 

Boa Phrygia. JB. alba, dorso subgriseo, corpore ntgro elegantis~ 
sime limbato. 

White Boa, with a greyish cast on the back; the body most 
elegantly marked with black lace-like variegations. 

Serpens Vhyticus Orientalis Gerende dictus. Seb. 1. t. 62. f . 2. 

AMONG the whole Serpent tribe it may be 

d o u b t e d w h e t h e r t h e r e e x i s t s a spec ies m o r e t r u l y 

e l e g a n t t h a n t h e p r e s e n t . I t s g e n e r a l s ize seems 

t o b e n e a r l y t h a t o f t h e B o a c a n i n a , b u t i t s l e n g t h 

i s r a t h e r g r e a t e r i n p r o p o r t i o n : t h e g r o u n d - c o l o u r 

o f t h e w h o l e a n i m a l is w h i t e , w i t h a v e i y s l i g h t 

c a s t o f y e l l o w i s h - b r o w n o n t h e b a c k , w h i l e a l o n g 

t h e w h o l e u p p e r p a r t is d i s p o s e d a c o n t i n u e d ser ies 

o f b l a c k v a r i e g a t i o n s , so c o n d u c t e d as t o b e a r a 

s t r i k i n g r e s e m b l a n c e t o a n e m b r o i d e r y i n n e e d l e 

w o r k : t h e h e a d is o f t h e s a m e f o r m w i t h t h a t o f 

t h e B o a c a n i n a , a n d m a r k e d b y t h r e e n a r r o w b l a c k 

s t r e a k s , w h i c h , r u n n i n g a l o n g t h e t o p o f t h e h e a d 

a n d t h e c h e e k s , as s h e w n i n t h e f i g u r e , j o i n w i t h 

t h e e m b r o i d e r e d p a t t e r n o f t h e b a c k : t h e l o w e r 

s u r f a c e is e n t i r e l y w h i t e : i t seems s i n g u l a r t h a t so 

r e m a r k a b l e a spec ies s h o u l d n o t h a v e b e e n a t 

t e n d e d t o b y L i n n a e u s . I t is , a c c o r d i n g t o Seba , 

a n a t i v e o f t h e E a s t I n d i e s : h e a d d s , t h a t i t i s 

c a l l e d b y t h e t i t l e o f Gtrende, a n d t h a t i n s o m e 
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p l a c e s d i v i n e h o n o u r s a r e p a i d t o i t . I n t h e L e -

v e r i a n M u s e u m a r e fine s p e c i m e n s o f t h i s s n a k e , 

o n e o f w h i c h a p p e a r s t o h a v e s w a l l o w e d s o m e spe

c ies o f O p p o s s u m o f a b o u t t h e s ize o f a c o m m o n 

r a t , t h e h e a d o f w h i c h i s p u r p o s e l y d r a w n o u t 

f r o m a n o p e n i n g m a d e i n t h e a b d o m e n . I n t h e 

M u s e u m o f t h e l a t e D r . W i l l i a m H u n t e r is a l so a 

v e r y b e a u t i f u l s p e c i m e n . A s t h i s spec ies c a n n e v e r 

b e m i s t a k e n f o r a n y o t h e r y e t k n o w n , i t is t h e less 

n e c e s s a r y t o p a r t i c u l a r i z e t h e e x a c t n u m b e r o f i t s 

a b d o m i n a l a n d s u b c a u d a l s c u t a , w h i c h , i n s p e c i 

m e n s p r e s e r v e d i n c o v e r e d glasses , is n o t v e r y easy 

t o i n v e s t i g a t e : t h e o n l y c i r c u m s t a n c e i n w h i c h i t 

appea r s t o v a r y is i n t h e i n t e n s i t y o f c o l o u r i n t h e 

e m b r o i d e r e d p a t t e r n , w h i c h i n s o m e is b l a c k , a n d 

i n o t h e r s d e e p c h e s n u t . 

VAR. ? 

SEBA describes and figures two snakes which 

a p p e a r t o m e t o b e v a r i e t i e s o f t h i s species : o n e o f 

a p u r p l i s h - f e r r u g i n o u s , t h e o t h e r o f a y e l l o w - f e r 

r u g i n o u s c o l o u r : t h e a b d o m e n i n t h e f o r m e r p a l e 

p u r p l e , i n t h e l a t t e r y e l l o w i s h w h i t e : t h e g e n e r a l 

v a r i e g a t i o n s t h e s a m e as i n t h e first d e s c r i b e d k i n d : 

t h e p u r p l i s h v a r i e t y i s s a i d t o b e f r o m J a p a n , t h e 

o t h e r f r o m N e w S p a i n . See Seba, vol. 2 . pi. 79 

and 8 0 . Y e t , i f w e m a y t r u s t t o t h e a c c u r a c y o f 

t h e e n g r a v i n g , t h e y s h o u l d s e e m r a t h e r t o b e l o n g 

t o t h e g e n u s C o l u b e r , t h e t a i l s i n b o t h b e i n g r e 

p r e s e n t e d w i t h d i v i d e d s q u a m a e ; b u t t h i s m a y 

p e r h a p s b e a n i n a c c u r a c y o n t h e p a r t o f t h e a r t i s t . 
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G A R D E N B O A . 

Boa Hortulana. B. griseo-flavescens fusco variegata, capite lim-
balo, corpore subcompresso, maculis lateralibus cuneiformibus. 

Yellowish-grey Boa, with brown variegations; those on the 
head resembling lace: the body subcompressed, and the 
sides marked by wedge-shaped spots. 

Boa Hortulana. Lin. Syst. Nat. p. 274. Mas. Ad. Frid. p. 37. 
Abdominal scuta 200, subcaudal 123. 

THIS very elegant serpent, which is of moderate 

s ize , m e a s u r i n g o n l y a f e w f e e t i n l e n g t h , a n d 

b e i n g o f a s l e n d e r f o r m , has o b t a i n e d i t s L i n n a e a n 

t i t l e f r o m t h e s i n g u l a r p a t t e r n o f t h e v a r i e g a t i o n s 

o n t h e h e a d , w h i c h a re o f a b l a c k i s h b r o w n o n a 

p a l e f e r r u g i n o u s o r y e l l o w i s h g r o u n d , a n d i n s o m e 

d e g r e e r e p r e s e n t t h e f o r m o f a p a r t e r r e i n a n o l d -

f a s h i o n e d g a r d e n : t h e v a r i e g a t i o n s o n t h e b o d y 

a re o f s i m i l a r c o l o u r , a n d a re d i s p o s e d i n t o l a r g e 

c i r c u l a r , a n d s o m e t i m e s a n g u l a r p a t c h e s o n t h e 

s ides , t h e c e n t r e s o f s o m e b e i n g o p e n , a n d o f 

o t h e r s m a r k e d b y a n o b l o n g s p o t : bes ides these a r e 

i n t e r s p e r s e d o t h e r s o f s m a l l e r s ize a n d o f d i f f e r e n t 

f o r m s : t h e a b d o m e n is c o m m o n l y y e l l o w i s h , w i t h 

d u s k y s p e c k s a n d p a t c h e s : t h e g r o u n d - c o l o u r o f 

t h e w h o l e s n a k e is s o m e t i m e s p a l e v i o l e t , a n d t h e 

v a r i e g a t i o n s d a r k p u r p l i s h b r o w n , b u t i n a l l i t s v a 

r i e t i e s t h i s species m a y b e e a s i l y d i s t i n g u i s h e d b y 

t h e r i c h e m b r o i d e r e d a p p e a r a n c e o f t h e p a t t e r n , 

a n d m o r e p a r t i c u l a r l y b y t h a t o n t h e t o p o f t h e 

h e a d : t h e h e a d is a l so r a t h e r b r o a d e r , a n d t h e 

n e c k m o r e s l e n d e r i n p r o p o r t i o n t h a n i n m o s t 

o t h e r Boae, t h e b o d y s l i g h t l y c o m p r e s s e d , a n d t h e 











R A T B O A . 3 5 1 

t a i l s l e n d e r . I t i s a n a t i v e o f S o u t h A m e r i c a . 

Seba figures w h a t a p p e a r s t o b e a v a r i e t y o f t h i s 

spec ies , o f a s e a - g r e e n c o l o u r a b o v e , w i t h d e e p 

c h e s n u t v a r i e g a t i o n s , a n d p a l e y e l l o w b e n e a t h , 

w i t h r e d d i s h s p o t s . 

I t is r e m a r k a b l e t h a t L i n n a e u s , i n t h e M u s e u m 

A d o l p h i F r i d e r i c i , a p p e a r s t o d e s c r i b e t h e B o a 

h o r t u l a n a as a spec ies o f C o l u b e r , h a v i n g t h e 

h a b i t o r g e n e r a l a s p e c t o f a B o a . 

R A T B O A . 

Boa Murina. B. grisea maculis rotundatis nigris, lateralibus al-
bido-ocellatis. 

Grey Boa, wi th round black spots, those on the sides ocellated 
with white. 

Boa murina. Lin. Syst. Nat. p. 274. 
Serpens testudinea Americana, murium insidiator. Seb. 1. 

t. 29. 
Abdominal scuta 254, subcaudal 65. 

THIS is a middle-sized species, measuring about 

t w o f e e t a n d a h a l f o r t h r e e f e e t i n l e n g t h , a n d 

b e i n g o f a m o d e r a t e l y t h i c k f o r m : t h e c o l o u r o f 

t h e w h o l e u p p e r p a r t is g r e y o r b l u e i s h - b r o w n , 

w i t h s e v e r a l m o d e r a t e l y l a r g e r o u n d b l a c k spo t s 

d i s p e r s e d i n a s o m e w h a t i r r e g u l a r m a n n e r a l o n g 

t h e b a c k a n d s i d e s ; t h o s e o n t h e s ides b e i n g -

m a r k e d w i t h a w h i t e p a t c h , so as t o a p p e a r o c e l 

l a t e d : s o m e s m a l l e r s p o t s o f d i f f e r e n t f o r m s a r e 

a l so i n t e r s p e r s e d : t h e a b d o m e n is o f a y e l l o w i s h 

w h i t e o r p a l e c o l o u r , w i t h a f e w s c a t t e r e d d u s k y 

s p o t s : t h e h e a d is m a r k e d o n e a c h s i d e b y t w o 
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l o n g i t u d i n a l b l a c k s t r i p e s : t h i s spec ies i s s a i d t o 

f e e d p r i n c i p a l l y o n r a t s , a n d t o b e f o u n d i n S o u t h 

A m e r i c a . 

C R O T A L I N E B O A . 

Boa maculis nigris rhombeatis dorsalibus, cauda subtus serie qu&-
druplici squamarum terminata. 

Boa with black rhomboid dorsal spots, and ta i l terminated be
neath by four rows of scales. 

Crotalus mutus. Lin. Syst. Nat. p. 373. 

THIS snake Linnaeus was induced to place in 

t h e g e n u s C r o t a l u s , f r o m i t s h a b i t , a n d f r o m a 

c e r t a i n p e c u l i a r d i s p o s i t i o n o f t h e sca les a t t h e 

t i p o f t h e t a i l , w h i c h a re d i s t r i b u t e d i n t o f o u r 

series, s e e m i n g as i t w e r e t o s u p p l y t h e p l a c e o f 

t h e r a t t l e i n t h e g e n u i n e C r o t a l i ; b u t s i n c e t h e 

p a r t i c u l a r o r g a n i t s e l f , w h i c h so s t r i k i n g l y d i s t i n 

g u i s h e s t h o s e s e r p e n t s , is w a n t i n g , i t , c?f c o u r s e , 

c a n n o t p r o p e r l y b e l o n g t o t h e s a m e g e n u s : i t is a 

n a t i v e o f S u r i n a m , a n d is a l a r g e spec ies , m a r k e d 

o n t h e b a c k b y a c h a i n o f b l a c k r h o m b o i d s p o t s , 

a n d is f u r n i s h e d w i t h v e r y l a r g e a n d s t r o n g f a n g s . 
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Boa Fasciata. B.jlava, corpore subtriquetro caruleo annulate. 
Yellow Boa, wi th subtriangular body annulated with blue. 
Bungarum Pamah. Russ. Intl. Serp. p. 3. pi. 3. 
Abdominal scuta 233, subcaudal 36*. 

IT is to Dr. Patrick Russel that we owe the 

k n o w l e d g e o f t h i s r e m a r k a b l e spec ies , w h i c h i s a 

n a t i v e o f I n d i a , a n d is s a i d t o b e m o s t f r e q u e n t 

i n t h e c o u n t r y o f B e n g a l . I t i s o f a y e l l o w c o 

l o u r , m a r k e d w i t h p r e t t y n u m e r o u s d u s k y - b l u e 

t r a n s v e r s e b a n d s , c o n t i n u e d , a t e q u a l d i s t a n c e s , 

t h r o u g h o u t t h e w h o l e l e n g t h o f t h e a n i m a l , e a c h 

b a n d c o m p l e t e l y i n v e s t i n g o r s u r r o u n d i n g t h e 

b o d y , b u t b e i n g r a t h e r p a l e r b e n e a t h t h a n a b o v e : 

t h e h e a d is r a t h e r s m a l l t h a n l a r g e , a n d c o v e r e d i n 

f r o n t w i t h l a r g e s c a l e s : t h e b o d y is o f a t r i g o n a l 

f o r m , t h e s ides s l o p i n g v e r y c o n s i d e r a b l y : a l o n g 

t h e r i d g e o f t h e b a c k r u n s a c o n t i n u e d series o f 

h e x a g o n a l scales , t h o s e o n t h e r e s t o f t h e b o d y 

b e i n g o f t h e u s u a l s u b o v a t e f o r m : t h e s c u t a o r 

l a m e l l a e o f t h e u n d e r p a r t s a r e v e r y b r o a d , a n d 

f i n e l y c i l i a t e d o n t h e i r m a r g i n s : t h e l e n g t h o f 

t h e w h o l e a n i m a l i s s o m e t h i n g m o r e t h a n f i v e 

f e e t , t h e d i a m e t e r , i n t h e t h i c k e s t p a r t , b e i n g 

n e a r l y f i v e i n c h e s : t h e l e n g t h o f t h e t a i l five 

i n c h e s o n l y , a n d i t s t e r m i n a t i o n r a t h e r o b t u s e . 

T h i s s n a k e is a m o n g t h e n u m b e r o f p o i s o n o u s 

spec ies , a n d i t s b i t e i s c o n s i d e r e d b y t h e I n d i a n s 

as i n e v i t a b l y f a t a l . A s p e c i m e n w a s b r o u g h t t o 

D r . R u s s e l i n t h e m o n t h o f N o v e m b e r , 1 7 8 8 , i n 
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a n a p p a r e n t l y w e a k a n d l a n g u i d s t a t e , h a v i n g 

b e e n b r u i s e d i n t a k i n g . B e i n g set a t l i b e r t y i n a 

r o o m , i t c r e p t s l o w l y t o w a r d s a n o b s c u r e c o r n e r , 

w h e r e a c h i c k e n b e i n g p r e s e n t e d t o h i m h e t o o k n o 

p a r t i c u l a r n o t i c e o f i t , a n d e v e n s u f f e r e d t h e b i r d 

t o s t a n d o n h i s b a c k . A s h e s h e w e d n o d i p o s i t i o n t o 

b i t e , h i s j a w s w e r e f o r c i b l y o p e n e d , a n d t h e t h i g h 

o f t h e c h i c k e n b e i n g p l a c e d b e t w e e n t h e m , t h e 

m o u t h w a s so c l o s e d o v e r i t as t o o b l i g e t h e f a n g s 

t o a c t . T h e b i r d , w h e n d i s e n g a g e d , s h e w e d i m 

m e d i a t e s y m p t o m s o f p o i s o n , a n d a f t e r s e v e r a l 

i n e f f e c t u a l e f f o r t s t o r i se , r e s t e d w i t h t h e b e a k o n 

t h e g r o u n d , t h e h e a d b e i n g se i zed w i t h t r e m b l i n g . 

I n t h e space o f t w e n t y m i n u t e s i t l a y d o w n o n o n e 

s i d e , a n d c o n v u l s i o n s s o o n s u p e r v e n i n g , i t e x p i r e d 

w i t h i n t w e n t y - s i x m i n u t e s f r o m t h e b i t e . T h i s 

w a s t h e o n l y e x p e r i m e n t m a d e ; t h e s n a k e i t s e l f 

d y i n g i n t h e c o u r s e o f t h e n e x t d a y ; b u t f r o m t h e 

l a n g u i d s t a t e i n w h i c h i t a p p e a r e d , a n d t h e e f f e c t 

o f i t s b i t e o n t h e c h i c k e n , i t m a y b e c o n c l u d e d 

t h a t , w h e n i n f u l l v i g o u r , i t m u s t b e a n a n i m a l o f 

a h i g h l y d a n g e r o u s n a t u r e . D r . R u s s e l o b s e r v e s , 

t h a t t h e f a n g s a re v e r y s h o r t f o r t h e s ize o f t h e 

s n a k e , a n d t h a t t w o a re v i s i b l e o n e a c h s i d e . 
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V I P E R I N E B O A . 

Boa Viperina. B. grisea, fascia dorsali undulata nigra albido 
marginata, lateribus nigro maculatis. 

Grey Boa, wi th black undulating dorsal band edged wi th white, 
and sides spotted with black. 

Padain Cootoo. Russ. Ind. Serp. p. 5. t. 4. 
Abdominal scuta 209, subcaudal 19. 

THIS also is an Indian species, first described in 

t h e w o r k o f D r . R u s s e l . I t i s a b o u t a f o o t a n d 

h a l f i n l e n g t h , a n d o f a m o d e r a t e l y d e e p b r o w n 

c o l o u r , t h e b a c k b e i n g m a r k e d t h r o u g h o u t t h e 

w h o l e l e n g t h b y a b r o a d u n d u l a t i n g b l a c k b a n d , 

w i t h a n a r r o w y e l l o w i s h w h i t e m a r g i n , w h i l e a l o n g 

t h e s ides r u n s a r o w o f s o m e w h a t i r r e g u l a r r o u n d 

i s h b l a c k spo t s : t h e u n d e r p a r t o f t h e a n i m a l is o f 

a p e a r l - c o l o u r . T h e h e a d is h a r d l y b r o a d e r t h a n 

t h e n e c k , o b l o n g , r o u n d i s h , dep res sed , s u b t r u n -

c a t e , a n d c o v e r e d w i t h s m a l l scales : t h e t e e t h a r e 

s m a l l a n d n u m e r o u s , a n d as t h e r e i s a m a r g i n a l 

r o w i n t h e u p p e r j a w , t h e r e a re o f c o u r s e n o f a n g s : 

t h e t r u n k o r b o d y is r o u n d , o f n e a r l y e q u a l t h i c k 

ness, a n d c o a t e d w i t h s m a l l , o r b i c u l a r , c lose - se t , 

c a r i n a t e d scales : t h e t a i l is o n l y a n i n c h a n d h a l f 

i n l e n g t h , a n d is t h i c k , t a p e r i n g t o a s h a r p p o i n t : 

t h e v e n t is l o n g i t u d i n a l : a n d t h e s c u t a v e r y s h o r t , 

s c a r c e e x t e n d i n g f r o m s i d e t o s i d e m o r e t h a n a 

t h i r d p a r t o f t h e d i a m e t e r o f t h e a b d o m e n . 

T h i s s n a k e , D r . R u s s e l i n f o r m s us , is s a i d t o 

p r o d u c e b y i t s b i t e a s l o w w a s t i n g o f t h e f i n g e r s 

a n d toes , s i m i l a r t o w h a t h a p p e n s i n s o m e l e p r o u s 
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cases. A l i v i n g s p e c i m e n , h o w e v e r , w h i c h h e o b 

t a i n e d i n D e c . 1 7 8 8 , f r o m G a n j a m , e n a b l e d h i m t o 

m a k e s o m e e x p e r i m e n t s w i t h i t o n c h i c k e n s ; b u t 

t h o u g h i t a r r i v e d t o e x c e l l e n t o r d e r , a n d b i t f e 

r o c i o u s l y , t h e b i t e w a s f o l l o w e d b y n o s y m p t o m s 

o f p o i s o n . 

L I N E A T E D B O A . 

Boa Lineata. B. atrocceruka lineis transversis arcuatis albo-
punctatis, abdomine albido. 

Blackish-blue Boa, with white-dotted transverse arcuated: 
lines, and whitish abdomen. 

Geedi Paragoodoo. Buss. Ind. Ser.p. 1. t. 1 . . 
Abdominal scuta 209, subcaudal 47. 

THE Geedi Paragoodoo is of a slender form, with 

t h e g e n e r a l a p p e a r a n c e o f a C o l u b e r r a t h e r t h a n a 

B o a . I t is o f a n e x t r e m e l y d a r k b l u e c o l o u r , so 

as t o a p p e a r a l m o s t b l a c k i n c e r t a i n l i g h t s , a n d i s 

m a r k e d t h r o u g h o u t t h e w h o l e l e n g t h o f t h e u p p e r 

p a r t b y s e v e r a l t r a n s v e r s e c u r v e d a n d d o t t e d w h i t e 

l i n e s a t s o m e w h a t u n e q u a l d i s t a n c e s , a n d v a r y i n g 

i n n u m b e r i n d i f f e r e n t i n d i v i d u a l s f r o m a b o u t 

f o r t y - t w o t o f i f t y : t h e y a re so d i s p o s e d as a l m o s t 

t o r e p r e s e n t so m a n y l a r g e s p o t t e d c i r c l e s , i f 

v i e w e d f r o m a b o v e : t h e s ides o f t h e b o d y , n e a r 

t h e s c u t a , a r e d u n - c o l o u r e d , a n d t h e w h o l e r a n g e 

o f s c u t a , b o t h a b d o m i n a l a n d s u b c a u d a l , y e l l o w i s h -

w h i t e : t h e h e a d is c o v e r e d w i t h l a r g e s c a l e s ; t h e 

b o d y w i t h s m a l l o v a t e ones , a n d d o w n t h e b a c k 

r u n s a r o w o f h e x a g o n a l s c a l e s : t h e t a i l i s a b o u t 
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t h r e e i n c h e s a n d a h a l f l o n g , a n d t a p e r s t o a s l e n 
d e r p o i n t . 

T h i s s n a k e is n o t u n c o m m o n a t Vizagapatam, as 

w e l l as a t Boni, & c . a n d s o m e y o u n g o n e s w e r e 

s e n t t o D r . R u s s e l f r o m Masulapatam, u n d e r t h e 

n a m e o f Cobra Monil. T h e n a t i v e s o f I n d i a , w h o 

g e n e r a l l y e x a g g e r a t e t h e n o x i o u s c h a r a c t e r o f 

t h e i r s e r p e n t s , asser t t h a t t h e b i t e o f t h i s a n i m a l 

p r o d u c e s i m m e d i a t e d e a t h . T h e e x p e r i m e n t s o f 

D r . R u s s e l , h o w e v e r , p r o v e t h a t i t is s e l d o m f a t a l 

t o c h i c k e n s i n less t h a n h a l f a n h o u r , a n d t o dop-s 

i n less t h a n a n h o u r a n d t e n m i n u t e s . I t s p o i s o n 

w a s a l so o b s e r v e d t o cause less v i o l e n t c o n v u l s i o n s 

i n t h e a n i m a l s i n f e c t e d b y i t t h a n t h a t o f t h e Co-

bra de Capello a n d a n o t h e r h i g h l y p o i s o n o u s I n 

d i a n s n a k e c a l l e d Katuka Rekula Poda ; b u t p r o 

d u c e d a g r e a t e r d e g r e e o f s t u p o r . 

O n t h e f i r s t o f A u g u s t , 1 7 8 8 , a s n a k e o f t h i s 

spec ies was r e c e i v e d b y D r . R . f r o m Bimlipatam, 

a f t e r a j o u r n e y o f s e v e n h o u r s , i n so l a n g u i d a 

s t a t e t h a t i t w a s w i t h m u c h d i f f i c u l t y m a d e t o b i t e 

a c h i c k e n o n t h e b r e a s t : a l i t t l e s p e c k o f b l o o d 

w a s v i s i b l e o n t h e s k i n o f t h e c h i c k e n , b u t w i t h 

o u t a n y m a r k o f t h e f a n g s h a v i n g a c t e d ; n o t 

w i t h s t a n d i n g w h i c h , i n a b o u t t w e n t y - f i v e m i n u t e s 

t h e b i r d b e g a n t o d r o o p , a n d i n a f e w m i n u t e s 

m o r e , g r o w i n g r a p i d l y w o r s e , e x p i r e d , w i t h o u t 

a n y c o n s i d e r a b l e c o n v u l s i o n , i n a b o u t f o r t y m i 

n u t e s f r o m t h e b i t e . 

A t t h e d i s t a n c e o f five d a y s , t h e s a m e s n a k e w a s 

f o u n d i n h i g h v i g o u r a n d b e a u t y , h a v i n g i n t h a t 

i n t e r v a l c a s t i t s s k i n ; a n d a c h i c k e n b i t t e n o n 
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t h e p i n i o n w a s s o o n se i zed w i t h a p p a r e n t s t u p o r , 

t h o u g h i t c o n t i n u e d t o w a l k ; b u t i n t e n m i n u t e s 

i t w a s u n a b l e t o s t a n d , a n d w i t h i n a q u a r t e r o f 

a n h o u r l a y a l o n g t h e g r o u n d , as i f a s l e e p : i n 

t w e n t y m i n u t e s i t m a d e s e v e r a l i n e f f e c t u a l e f f o r t s 

t o r i s e ; w a s s o o n a f t e r w a r d s f a i n t l y c o n v u l s e d , 

a n d a t t h e e n d o f t h e h a l f h o u r e x p i r e d . 

A Geedi Paragoodoo w h i c h h a d b e e n c a u g h t a t 

Casern Cottah t h e d a y b e f o r e , w a s m a d e t o b i t e a 

l a r g e , s t o u t d o g o n t h e t h i g h n e a r t h e g r o i n : i t 

h e l d f a s t f o r m o r e t h a n t w e n t y s e c o n d s ; b u t t h e 

f a n g s s e e m e d t o h a v e p e n e t r a t e d n o d e e p e r t h a n 

t h e s k i n , t h e r e b e i n g b a r e l y t h e a p p e a r a n c e o f 

b l o o d ; a n d s o m e o f t h e p o i s o n w a s f o u n d a b o u t 

t h e s u p p o s e d p l a c e o f p u n c t u r e . T h e d o g , w h e n 

f i r s t w o u n d e d , h o w l e d m u c h , b u t o n b e i n g se t a t 

l i b e r t y , w a l k e d a b o u t w i t h o u t a n y s j ' m p t o m s o f 

p o i s o n : i n t e n m i n u t e s h e d r e w u p t h e w o u n d e d 

t h i g h , s t i l l c o n t i n u i n g o n h i s l e g s : b u t i n a q u a r 

t e r o f a n h o u r h e c o u c h e d a n d h o w l e d , a n d t h e 

t h i g h b e c a m e m o r e p a r a l y t i c , t h o u g h h e w a s s t i l l 

a b l e t o ra i se h i m s e l f : i n t w e n t y - f i v e m i n u t e s b o t h 

t h i g h s w e r e o b s e r v e d t o b e p a r a l y t i c : i n t h e c o u r s e 

o f t h e s e c o n d h o u r h e g r e w m a n i f e s t l y d i s o r d e r e d ; 

b e c a m e t o r p i d , a n d l a y p a n t i n g o n h i s s i d e ; a n d 

a t t h e e n d o f t h e s e c o n d h o u r e x p i r e d , w i t h o u t 

a n y r e m a r k a b l e a p p e a r a n c e o f c o n v u l s i o n s . T h e 

p a r t b i t t e n , b e i n g e x a m i n e d a b o u t f o u r h o u r s a f t e r 

d e a t h , was o b s e r v e d t o be s c a r c e l y s w e l l e d o r d i s 

c o l o u r e d ; a c i r c u m s t a n c e d i f f e r e n t f r o m w h a t is 

c o m m o n l y o b s e r v e d i n t h e b i t e s o f o t h e r p o i s o n o u s 

s e rpen t s . 
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A n o t h e r d o g , o f m u c h s m a l l e r s ize, b i t t e n b y 

t h e s a m e s n a k e , e x p i r e d i n o n e h o u r a n d t e n m i 

n u t e s ; h a v i n g f o r t h e l a s t t e n m i n u t e s b e e n a f 

f e c t e d w i t h s t r o n g c o n v u l s i o n s . I n t h i s case 

a b o u t a q u a r t e r o f a n h o u r e l a p s e d b e f o r e t h e 

a n i m a l s h e w e d s y m p t o m s o f b e i n g i n f e c t e d ; b u t 

t o w a r d s t h e e n d o f t h e h o u r b o t h t h e h i n d l e g s 

w e r e b e c o m e p a r a l y t i c . 

I t appea r s , t h e r e f o r e , t h a t t h i s spec ies o f B o a is 

o f a h i g h l y p o i s o n o u s n a t u r e . 

H O R A T T A B O A . 

Boa Horatta. B. atrqfusca, fascia utrinque laterali undulata 
maculisque spinalibusflavis. 

Dark-brown Boa, with a waving yellow band on each side, 
and a row of dorsal spots. 

Horatta Pam. Russ. Ind. Serp. p. 2. t. 2. 
Abdominal scuta 150, subcaudal 25. 

THIS is a small species, measuring only about 

f i f t e e n i n c h e s i n l e n g t h . I t s c o l o u r is a d a r k 

b r o w n , w i t h a r o w o f spo t s o n t h e r i d g e o f t h e 

b a c k , f r o m t h e n e c k t o t h e e n d o f t h e t a i l , v a r y 

i n g a l i t t l e i n s ize a n d f i g u r e , b u t a l l o f a d u l l y e l 

l o w i s h c o l o u r e d g e d w i t h b l a c k : a l o n g e a c h s i d e 

r u n s a c o n s p i c u o u s w a v i n g f i l l e t o f t h e s ame c o 

l o u r , a n d o n t h e h e a d a re f o u r r e m a r k a b l e d a r k 

spo t s , t h e l a r g e s t o f w h i c h bears s o m e r e s e m b l a n c e 

t o t h e shape o f a h o r s e - s h o e : t h e s c u t a a re y e l l o w i s h -

w h i t e , a n d a l l t h e a b d o m i n a l ones a re m a r k e d w i t h 

t h r e e o r f o u r d u s k y s p o t s : t h e h e a d is r a t h e r s m a l l 
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t h a n l a r g e , a n d is e n t i r e l y c o v e r e d w i t h s m a l l c a -

r i n a t e d s c a l e s ; t h e b o d y w i t h s o m e w h a t l a r g e r 

o n e s : t h e t a i l t a p e r s s u d d e n l y , a n d is a n i n c h a n d 

h a l f i n l e n g t h . S p e c i m e n s o f d i f f e r e n t sizes w e r e 

f o u n d t o v a r y v e r y l i t t l e i n c o l o u r , s t i l l less i n 

spo t s , a n d v e r y l i t t l e i n t h e n u m b e r o f s c u t a . 

T h e f a n g s o r p o i s o n i n g o r g a n s o f t h i s s n a k e s h o w 

i t t o b e n o x i o u s ; b u t i n w h a t d e g r e e c o u l d n o t b e 

a s c e r t a i n e d b y D r . R u s s e l , w h o c o u l d n o t m e e t 

w i t h a l i v i n g s u b j e c t t o m a k e t h e n e c e s s a r y e x p e 

r i m e n t s w i t h . I t i s r e p o r t e d , h o w e v e r , t o be o n e 

o f t h e m o s t f a t a l o f s e r p e n t s . 

S I A M E S E B O A . 

Boa Hipnale. B.Jlava, supra maculis magnis irregularibus sub-
transversis albisfusco-marginatis fasciata. 

Yellow Boa, fasciated above by large irregular subtransverse 
white spots with brown edges. 

Serpens, s. Vipera Siamensis perelegans. Seb. 1. t. 34. 
Abdominal scuta 179? subcaudal 120. 

A SMALL species, but very long in proportion to 

i t s b r e a d t h ; t h e c i r c u m f e r e n c e o f t h e b o d y b e i n g 

s c a r c e m o r e t h a n a n i n c h a n d h a l f , a n d t h e l e n g t h 

f r o m t w o t o t h r e e f e e t : t h e h e a d s h a p e d l i k e t h a t 

o f t h e B o a c a n i n a : t h e c o l o u r o f t h e w h o l e a n i m a l 

p a l e y e l l o w a b o v e , w i t h p r e t t y n u m e r o u s t r a n s 

ve r se b r o k e n b a r s o f w h i t e , w i t h b l a c k o r d e e p 

b r o w n e d g e s : t h e a b d o m e n y e l l o w . T h i s spec ies 

is s a i d t o b e a n a t i v e o f t h e E a s t I n d i e s , a n d p a r t i 

c u l a r l y o f t h e k i n g d o m o f S i a m . 
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H O G - N O S E D B O A . 

Boa Contort rix. B. grisea,fusco rnaculata, corpore crasso brevi, 
naso simo. 

Grey Boa* spotted with black, with short thick body, and 
turned-up nose. 

Hog-nosed Snake. Catesb. Car. 2. pi. 56. 
Boa Contof t r ix . Lin. Si/st. Nat. p. 373. 
Abdominal scuta 150, subcaudal 40. 

A SMALL species, seldom exceeding the length 

o f a b o u t fifteen i n c h e s : h e a d l a r g e , w i t h t h e 

c h e e k s s w e l l i n g o u t l i k e t h o s e o f v i p e r s ; t h e nose 

t u r n i n g U p , l i k e t h a t o f a h o g : b o d y v e r y t h i c k 

t o w a r d s t h e h e a d : c o l o u r p a l e b r o w n , w i t h s e v e r a l 

l a r g e b l a c k spo t s o r p a t c h e s d i s p o s e d a l o n g t h e 

b a c k a n d s i d e s : t o w a r d s t h e l o w e r p a r t o f t h e 

b a c k t h e spo t s f o r m a k i n d o f b l a c k ba r s o v e r t h a t 

p a r t , t h e g r o u n d - c o l o u r b e t w e e n t h e m b e i n g y e l 

l o w i s h : t h e a b d o m e n is o f a d u s k y w h i t e w i t h 

s m a l l b l a c k i s h spo t s . T h i s spec ies is a n a t i v e o f 

N o r t h A m e r i c a , a n d is o f a p o i s o n o u s n a t u r e : i t 

is s l o w i n i t s m o t i o n s , a n d has a m a l e v o l e n t as

p e c t : t h e t a i l is n e a r l y a t h i r d o f t h e l e n g t h o f t h e 

w h o l e a n i m a l . 

v . I I I . P. I I . 2 4 
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P A L P E B R A L B O A . 

Boa Palpebrosa. B. Jlbida, glauco fasciata, palpebris extantibus. 
Whitish Boa, obscurely fasciated with grey, with prominent 

eyelids. 
Schlingende Natter. Merrem Beptr. Zur. Naturg. 2. p. 20. t. 3. 
Abdominal scuta 112, subcaudal 5 1 . 

LENGTH about fifteen inches: head rather large, 

a n d c o v e r e d i n f r o n t w i t h l a r g e sca les : e y e b r o w s 

r e m a r k a b l y p r o m i n e n t : b o d y t h i c k i n p r o p o r t i o n 

t o i t s l e n g t h : c o l o u r p e a r l y g r e y a b o v e , M ' i t h o b 

s c u r e t r a n s v e r s e d u s k y o r b l u e i s h u n d u l a t i o n s : b e 

n e a t h p a l e y e l l o w - b r o w n , w i t h a s m a l l t r a n s v e r s e 

o v a l b l a c k s p o t a t t h e e d g e o f e v e r y a b d o m i n a l s c u 

t u m , a n d a m i d d l e r a n g e o f s i m i l a r s p o t s f r o m t h e 

v e n t t o t h e e n d o f t h e t a i l , t h e e x t r e m i t y o f w h i c h , 

f o r a b o u t t h e l e n g t h o f h a l f a n i n c h , i s f u r n i s h e d 

w i t h d i v i d e d s c a l e s : n a t i v e c o u n t r y u n k n o w n : 

d e s c r i b e d b y M r . M e r r e m . T h i s s n a k e I h a v e 

a r r a n g e d a m o n g t h e Boas r a t h e r t h a n t h e C o l u b r i , 

o n a c c o u n t o f t h e v a s t p r e d o m i n a n c y o f t h e Scuta 

o v e r t h e Squamce o n t h e u n d e r s u r f a c e o f t h e t a i l . 
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A N N U L A T E D B O A . 

Boa Annulata. B. svbferruginea, maculis dorsalibus orbicularis 
nigris annulo inclvsis, lateralibus reniformibus ocellatis, abdomine 

fusco undulato. 
Subferruginous Boa, with black orbicular dorsal spots included 

i n rings, reniform ocellated lateral spots, and abdomen un
dulated with dusky variegations. 

Mer. Sarin, t. 5. 

THIS is rather a small species, measuring about 

t w o f e e t i n l e n g t h : t h e h e a d is r a t h e r l a r g e , as i n 

t h e B o a h o r t u l a n a a n d E n y d r i s , t o w h i c h t h i s a n i 

m a l is c o n s i d e r a b l y a l l i e d , i n i t s g e n e r a l a p p e a r 

a n c e , b u t t h e b a c k is m a r k e d w i t h m o d e r a t e l y 

l a r g e r o u n d b l a c k s p o t s a l m o s t e n c i r c l e d b y a n a r 

r o w z o n e o f t h e s a m e c o l o u r , i n c l u d i n g i n c o n s e 

q u e n c e a n i n t e r i o r c i r c l e o f t h e g r o u n d - c o l o u r , 

w h i c h is y e l l o w f e r r u g i n o u s : a l o n g t h e s ides r u n s 

a r o w o f l a r g e r e n i f o r m b l a c k spo t s , a c c o m p a n i e d 

b y a s m a l l r o u n d o n e b e t w e e n e a c h : t h e a b d o m e n , 

w h i c h is c i n e r e o u s , is v a r i e g a t e d b y d u s k y u n d u 

l a t i o n s a n d spo t s i n a s o m e w h a t t r a n s v e r s e d i 

r e c t i o n . 

T h i s spec ies o c c u r s i n t h e M u s e u m o f D r . 

W i l l i a m H u n t e r . T h e o n l y a u t h o r w h o has 

f i g u r e d t h e a n i m a l seems t o be M a d a m M e r i a n , 

w h o has i n t r o d u c e d i t as a n o r n a m e n t t o h e r fifth 

p l a t e o f t h e S u r i n a m I n s e c t s : i t i s , t h e r e f o r e a 

n a t i v e o f S o u t h A m e r i c a . 
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C O L U B E R . S N A K E . 

Generic Character. 

Scuta abdominalia. 
Squama subcaudales. 

Scuta or undivided lamellae 
under the abdomen. 

Broad alternate Scales under 

the t a i l . 

T H I S is b y f a r t h e m o s t n u m e r o u s o f a l l t h e 

L i n n s e a n g e n e r a o f S e r p e n t s , a n d t h e spec ies 

d i f f e r g r e a t l y i n size a n d h a b i t , a c c o r d i n g t o t h e i r 

r e s p e c t i v e t r i b e s ; s o m e , as t h e V i p e r s , h a v i n g 

l a r g e , flatfish, a n d s u b c o r d a t e h e a d s , w i t h r a t h e r 

s h o r t t h a n l o n g b o d i e s a n d t a i l s ; w h i l e o t h e r s , as 

t h e m a j o r p a r t o f t h e h a r m l e s s s e r p e n t s , h a v e , i n 

g e n e r a l , s m a l l h e a d s , w i t h l o n g e r b o d i e s a n d t a i l s 

i n p r o p o r t i o n . I n s o m e f e w spec ies , e x c l u s i v e o f 

t h e u s u a l s u b c a u d a l sca les , a re a f e w scuta o r u n 

d i v i d e d l ame l l ae , e i t h e r a t t h e b e g i n n i n g , o r t o w a r d s 

t h e t i p o f t h e t a i l . I t is t o b e o b s e r v e d , t h a t i n 

t h e i n v e s t i g a t i o n o f t h i s g e n u s t h e subcaudal scales, 

t h o u g h a l t e r n a t e , a re r e c k o n e d b y p a i r s , so t h a t 

t h e n u m b e r m a r k e d u n d e r t h e r e s p e c t i v e spec ies is 

a l w a y s t o b e u n d e r s t o o d t o m e a n so m a n y p a i r . 
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C O M M O N V I P E R . 

Coluber Berus. C. cinereus, macula capitis biloba, vitta dorsali 
atra dentato-repanda. 

Cinereous Viper, with a bilobate spot on the head, and a black 
flexuous or zigzag band down the back. 

Coluber Berus. Lin. Syst. Nat. p. 377. 
The Viper. Pcnn. Brit. Zool. 4. p. 25. 
Vipera. Gesn. Aldrov. Raj. fyc. tyc. 
Abdominal scuta 146, subcaudal scales 39-

THE Viper, which appears to be pretty gene

r a l l y d i f f u s e d o v e r t h e w h o l e a n c i e n t c o n t i n e n t , 

a n d w h i c h is b y n o m e a n s u n c o m m o n i n o u r o w n 

i s l a n d , ha s b e e n k n o w n f r o m t i m e s o f r e m o t e a n 

t i q u i t y , t h o u g h a l l t h e p a r t i c u l a r s r e l a t i v e t o i t s 

n a t u r e a n d m a n n e r s a re e v e n y e t n o t f u l l y u n d e r 

s t o o d . I t appea r s t o v a r y c o n s i d e r a b l y i n c o l o u r , 

f r o m a p a l e o r y e l l o w - f e r r u g i n o u s t o a d e e p o r d u l l 

b r o w n , b u t a l l t he se v a r i e t i e s a g r e e i n b e i n g 

m a r k e d b y a c o n t i n u e d c h a i n o r ser ies o f c o n f l u 

e n t r h o m b o i d b l a c k i s h spo t s , w h i c h c o m m e n c i n g 

a t t h e b a c k o f t h e h e a d , a r e c o n t i n u e d t o t h e e x 

t r e m i t y o f t h e t a i l , g r o w i n g p r o p o r t i o n a l l y w i d e r 

a n d m o r e c o n f l u e n t as t h e y a p p r o a c h t h a t p a r t , 

f o r m i n g a k i n d o f t r a n s v e r s l y b a r r e d p a t t e r n o n 

i t s s u r f a c e : t h e h e a d is b r o a d , s o m e w h a t flattened, 

a n d b u l g e s o u t m o r e o r less o n e a c h s i d e a t t h e 

b a c k p a r t : t h e f r o n t o f t h e h e a d is b l a c k i s h , a n d 

o n t h e u p p e r p a r t is a l a r g e d i v i d e d a n d s o m e 

w h a t h e a r t - s h a p e d m a r k , o r s p o t , t h e o b t u s e d i v i 

s i ons o f w h i c h a r e d i r e c t e d b a c k w a r d s : t h e l i p s 

a re s o m e w h a t b a r r e d o r v a r i e g a t e d w i t h b l a c k a n d 

l i g h t g r e y o r w h i t i s h , a n d a l o n g e a c h s ide o f t h e 
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b o d y r u n s a r o w o f r o u n d i s h o r r a t h e r o b s c u r e l y 

s u b t r i g o n a l d u s k y spo t s , c o n t i n u i n g t o t h e e n d o f 

t h e t a i l : t h e scales o n t h e w h o l e u p p e r p a r t o f t h e 

a n i m a l , a re c a r i n a t e d : t h e u n d e r s u r f a c e is o f a 

d u s k y o r b l a c k i s h c o l o u r , w i t h a b l u e i s h g l o s s 

s o m e w h a t r e s e m b l i n g t h a t o f p o l i s h e d s t e e l : t h e 

g e n e r a l l e n g t h o f t h e V i p e r is a b o u t a f o o t a n d 

h a l f , o r t w o f e e t , t h o u g h s o m e h a v e b e e n seen o f 

m u c h g r e a t e r l e n g t h , m e a s u r i n g n e a r t h r e e f e e t : 

t h e f a n g s a re s i t u a t e d , as i n o t h e r p o i s o n o u s ser

p e n t s , o n e a c h s i d e t h e f o r e p a r t o f t h e u p p e r j a w , 

a n d a r e g e n e r a l l y t w o i n n u m b e r , w i t h a f e w 

s m a l l e r ones l y i n g n e a r t h e p r i n c i p a l o r l a r g e 

f a n g s , as i f i n t e n d e d b y N a t u r e t o s u p p l y t h e 

p l a c e o f t h e f o r m e r w h e n l o s t e i t h e r b y a g e o r 

a c c i d e n t . 

T h e V i p e r has a l w a y s b e e n c o n s i d e r e d as t h e 

m o s t p o i s o n o u s o f t h e E u r o p e a n s e rpen t s , a n d i n 

n u m e r a b l e a re t h e cases r e c o r d e d b y m e d i c a l a n d 

o t h e r w r i t e r s o f t h e f a t a l i t y o f i t s b i t e : y e t t h e 

i n s t a n c e s , i n o u r o w n i s l a n d a t l eas t , s eem t o b e 

f a r less f r e q u e n t t h a n g e n e r a l l y s u p p o s e d ; a n d 

t h o u g h t h e b i t e o f t h i s a n i m a l p r o d u c e s a p a i n f u l 

a n d t r o u b l e s o m e s w e l l i n g , y e t i t is r a r e l y o f a n y 

o t h e r b a d c o n s e q u e n c e . N o d o u b t t h e case m u s t 

d i f f e r , as i n t h e b i t e o f e v e r y o t h e r p o i s o n o u s ser

p e n t , a c c o r d i n g t o t h e n a t u r e o f t h e p a r t b i t t e n , 

t h e c o n s t i t u t i o n o f t h e p e r s o n , t h e s t r e n g t h a n d 

v i g o u r o f t h e a n i m a l , t h e season o f t h e y e a r , & c . 

& c . a n d i f t h e b i t e h a p p e n s d i r e c t l y o n a v e i n , i t 

m a y p e r h a p s b e p r o d u c t i v e o f t h e m o s t a l a r m i n g 

s y m p t o m s , a n d e v e n s o m e t i m e s p r o v e f a t a l : y e t 
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Fontanel, e v e n i n t h e w a r m c l i m a t e o f I t a l y , seems 

t o d o u b t w h e t h e r a n y w e l l - a t t e s t e d i n s t a n c e c o u l d 

be a d d u c e d i n w h i c h t h e v i p e r h a d k i l l e d a n y p e r 

s o n b y i t s b i t e : b u t so d i s c o r d a n t a r e t h e t e s t i m o 

n i e s o f a u t h o r s o n t h e s u b j e c t , t h a t t h e j u d g e m e n t 

i s n e c e s s a r i l y l e f t s u s p e n d e d , n o t o n l y r e l a t i v e t o 

t h e e f f e c t o f t h e b i t e , b u t t o t h e n a t u r e o f t h e p o i 

s o n i t s e l f , a n d i t s e f f e c t o n t h e a n i m a l f r a m e e i t h e r 

w h e n i n j e c t e d i n t o t h e b l o o d , o r r e c e i v e d i n t o t h e 

s t o m a c h . T h e p o i s o n o f t h e V i p e r , a c c o r d i n g t o 

D r . M e a d , a n d h i s a s soc ia te s i n t h e e x p e r i m e n t , 

i s , " w h e n d i l u t e d w i t h a l i t t l e w a r m w a t e r , v e r y 

s h a r p a n d f i e r y w h e n t a s t e d w i t h t h e t i p o f t h e 

t o n g u e , as i f t h e t o n g u e h a d b e e n s t r u c k t h r o u g h 

w i t h s o m e t h i n g s c a l d i n g o r b u r n i n g : t h i s sensa

t i o n w e n t o f f i n t w o o r t h r e e h o u r s ; a n d o n e g e n 

t l e m a n , w h o w o u l d n o t b e s a t i s f i e d w i t h o u t t r y i n g 

a l a r g e d r o p u n d i l u t e d , f o u n d h i s t o n g u e s w e l l e d , 

w i t h a l i t t l e i n f l a m m a t i o n ; a n d t h e soreness l a s t e d 

t w o d a y s . " O n t h e c o n t r a r y , t h e A b b 6 F o n t a n a 

a n d s o m e o t h e r s d e s c r i b e i t as o f n o p a r t i c u l a r 

a c r i m o n y o f t a s t e , b u t r a t h e r r e s e m b l i n g o i l o r 

g u m ; a n d D r . R u s s e l , i n h i s w o r k o n I n d i a n Ser

p e n t s , a f f i r m s t h e s a m e e v e n o f t h e p o i s o n o f t h e 

C o b r a d e C a p e l l o . N e a r l y e q u a l c o n t r a d i c t i o n s 

t a k e p l a c e r e l a t i v e t o t h e e f f e c t o f t h e v i p e r i n e 

p o i s o n t a k e n i n t o t h e s t o m a c h ; B o e r h a a v e q u o t 

i n g t h e w e l l - k n o w n case o f J a c o b S o z z i , w h o a t 

t h e c o u r t o f t h e D u k e o f T u s c a n y is s a i d t o h a v e 

s w a l l o w e d t h r e e d r a m s o f t h i s p o i s o n w i t h o u t e x 

p e r i e n c i n g a n y i l l e f f e c t ; w h i l e F o n t a n a , o n t h e 
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c o n t r a r y , a f f i r m s , t h a t t h i s c a n n o t b e d o n e w i t h 

i m p u n i t y , t h o u g h i t m a y n o t p r o d u c e s y m p t o m s 

l i k e t h o s e o f t h e b i t e . S o m e o f t h e o l d e r w r i t e r s 

e q u a l l y d i s a g r e e o n t h i s p o i n t ; M a t t h i o l u s a f f i r m 

i n g , t h a t w h e n s u c k e d o u t o f t h e w o u n d i t has 

p r o v e d f a t a l , w h i l e o t h e r s h a v e a d m i t t e d t h e g e n e 

r a l o p i n i o n o f t h e a n c i e n t s , t h a t i t w a s h a r m l e s s 

w h e n t h u s r e c e i v e d ; a n d o n t h i s s u p p o s i t i o n d e 

p e n d e d t h e p r a c t i c e o f t h e Psylli, A f r i c a n t r i b e s 

w h o f o l l o w e d t h i s m o d e o f c u r i n g t h o s e w h o w e r e 

b i t t e n b y s e r p e n t s , a n d w h o w e r e e m p l o y e d , a c 

c o r d i n g t o L u c a n , b y C a t o , i n h i s m a r c h t h r o u g h 

t h e L y b i a n deser t s , f o r t h e r e c o v e r y o f h i s w o u n d e d 

s o l d i e r s . C a t o i s a l so s a i d t o h a v e a s s u r e d h i s m e n , 

w h o f e a r e d t o d r i n k o f t h e f o u n t a i n s , l e s t t h e y 

s h o u l d b e i n f e c t e d b y t h e p o i s o n o f s e r p e n t s , t h a t , 

h o w e v e r n o x i o u s t h e b i t e s o f t h o s e a n i m a l s m i g h t 

be , y e t t h e p o i s o n m u s t lose i t s e f f e c t w h e n m i x e d 

w i t h t h e w a t e r a n d d r a n k . 

" Jam spissior ignis, 
Et plaga, quam nullam Superi mortalibus ultra 
A medio fecere die, calcatur, et unda 
Rar io r : inventus mediis fons unus arenis 
Largus aqua? : sed quern serpentum turba tenebat 
V i x capiente loco : stabant i n margine siccae 
Aspides, in mediis sitiebant Dipsades undis. 
Ductor, ut aspexit perituros fonte relicto, 
A l loqu i tu r : Vana specie conterritc leti 
Ne dubita miles tutos haurire liquores : 
Noxia serpentum est admisto sanguine pestis : 
Morsu virus habent, et fatum dente minantur : 
Pocula morte carent: dixi t , dubiumque venenum 
Hausit." 
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A n d now wi th fiercer heat the desert glows, 
A n d mid-day gleamings aggravate their woes : 
When lo ! a spring amid the sandy plain 
Shews its clear mouth to cheer the fainting train. 
But round the guarded brink in thick array 
Dire aspics rol l 'd their congregated way ; 
A n d thirsting in the midst the, torr id Dipsas lay . 
Blank horror seiz'd their veins ; and at the view 
Back f rom the fount the troops recoiling flew: 
When, wise above the crowd, by cares unquell'd, 
Their awful leader thus their dread dispell'd : 
Let not vain terrors thus your minds enslave ; 
Nor dream the serpent brood can taint the wave: 
Urg'd by the fatal fang their poison ki l ls ; 
Bu t mixes harmless with the bubbling ri l ls . 
Dauntless he spoke, and bending as he stood, 
Drank with cool courage the suspected flood. 

"Thesymptoms, "saysDr. Mead, "whichfollow 

t h e b i t e o f a V i p e r , w h e n i t f a s t e n s e i t h e r o n e o r 

b o t h i t s g r e a t e r t e e t h i n a n y p a r t o f t h e b o d y , a r e 

a n a c u t e p a i n i n t h e p l a c e M o u n d e d , w i t h a s w e l l 

i n g , a t f i r s t r e d , b u t a f t e r w a r d s l i v i d , w h i c h b y 

d e g r e e s s p r e a d s f a r t h e r t o t h e n e i g h b o u r i n g p a r t s ; 

w i t h g r e a t f a i n t n e s s , a n d a q u i c k , t h o u g h l o w , 

a n d s o m e t i m e s i n t e r r u p t e d , p u l s e ; g r e a t s i c k n e s s 

a t t h e s t o m a c h , w i t h b i l i o u s , c o n v u l s i v e v o m i t 

i n g s , c o l d swea t s , a n d s o m e t i m e s p a i n a b o u t t h e 

n a v e l ; a n d i f t h e c u r e be n o t s p e e d y , d e a t h i t s e l f , 

u n l e s s t h e s t r e n g t h o f n a t u r e p r o v e s u f f i c i e n t t o 

o v e r c o m e t he se d i s o r d e r s : a n d t h o u g h i t does , t h e 

s w e l l i n g s t i l l c o n t i n u e s i n f l a m e d f o r s o m e t i m e ; 

n a y , i n s o m e cases, m o r e c o n s i d e r a b l y u p o n t h e 

a b a t i n g o f t h e o t h e r s y m p t o m s t h a n a t t h e b e g i n 

n i n g ; a n d o f t e n f r o m t h e s m a l l w o u n d r u n s a 
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s a n i o u s l i q u o r , a n d l i t t l e p u s t u l e s a r e r a i s e d a b o u t 

i t : t h e c o l o u r o f t h e w h o l e s k i n , i n less t h a n a n 

h o u r , i s c h a n g e d y e l l o w , as i f t h e p a t i e n t h a d t h e 

j a u n d i c e . T h e s e m i s c h i e f s ( a l t h o u g h d i f f e r e n t 

c l i m a t e s , season o f t h e y e a r m o r e o r less h o t , t h e 

g r e a t e r o r lesser r a g e o f t h e V i p e r , t h e a n i m a l 

i t s e l f o f a l a r g e r o r s m a l l e r s ize , a n d c o n s e q u e n t l y 

a b l e t o c o m m u n i c a t e m o r e o r less v e n o m , t h e 

w o u n d m a d e deepe r , i n a p a r t m o r e n e r v o u s o r 

t e n d i n o u s , a n d t h e r e f o r e r e c e i v i n g m o r e o f t h e 

p o i s o n o u s l i q u o r , a n d t h e l i k e c i r c u m s t a n c e s , m a y 

v a r i o u s l y h e i g h t e n o r a b a t e t h e m ) , y e t u s u a l l y 

d i s c o v e r t h e m s e l v e s m u c h a f t e r t h e s a m e m a n n e r 

i n a l l ; u n l e s s t h e b i t e h a p p e n n o t t o b e a c c o m 

p a n i e d w i t h t h e e f f u s i o n o f t h a t l i q u o r w h i c h i s t h e 

m a i n i n s t r u m e n t a n d c a u s e o f t h i s v i o l e n t a n d 

s h o c k i n g d i s t u r b a n c e . " 

D r . M e a d c a u s e d s e v e r a l a n i m a l s , v i z . d o g s , 

c a t s , a n d p i g e o n s , t o b e b i t t e n b y a n e n r a g e d V i 

p e r ; w h i c h a n i m a l s g e n e r a l l y d i e d , s o m e i n a 

l o n g e r , a n d s o m e i n a s h o r t e r space o f t i m e ; b u t 

i t w a s o b s e r v e d t h a t t h e y a l l , i m m e d i a t e l y a f t e r 

b e i n g b i t t e n , e x h i b i t e d s i g n s o f a c u t e p a i n , as i f 

a f f e c t e d w i t h s i c k n e s s , f a i n t i n g s , c o n v u l s i o n s , & c . 

T h e h e a d o f a l a r g e V i p e r l a y t h r e e h o u r s a f t e r i t 

w a s c u t o f f : i t w a s p e r f e c t l y f l a c c i d , a n d w i t h o u t 

m o t i o n : a p i g e o n , w o u n d e d o n t h e t h i g h b y t h e 

f a n g s o f t h i s h e a d , w a s p r e s e n t l y c o n v u l s e d , & c . 

as f r o m t h e b i t e o f t h e l i v i n g a n i m a l , a n d d i e d i n 

s e v e n h o u r s . 

T h e p o i s o n o f t h e V i p e r w a s i n a n c i e n t t i m e s 

c o l l e c t e d b y b a r b a r i a n n a t i o n s as a p o i s o n f o r t h e i r 
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a r r o w s , t h e S c y t h i a n s , a c c o r d i n g t o P l i n y , u s i n g 

i t f o r t h a t p u r p o s e m i x e d w i t h h u m a n b l o o d : t h e 

p o i s o n o f o t h e r s e r p e n t s i s u s e d i n a s i m i l a r m a n 

n e r b y s a v a g e n a t i o n s a t t h e p r e s e n t d a y * . 

" T h e v i p e r i n e p o i s o n , " says B o e r h a a v e , " i s 

r e n d e r e d i n a c t i v e b y d i g e s t i o n i n t h e s t o m a c h a n d 

b o w e l s , so t h a t i t w i l l n o t a f t e r w a r d s e x e r t i t s s ad 

e f f e c t s o n t h e b l o o d ; f o r a w h o l e o u n c e o f t h e 

v i p e r i n e v e n o m t a k e n b y t h e m o u t h w i l l n o t k i l l 

a n a n i m a l ; w h e n a t t h e s a m e t i m e a s m a l l n e e d l e 

o n l y , d i p p e d i n t h e s a m e f l u i d , t a k i n g u p p e r h a p s 

n o m o r e t h a n a h u n d r e d t h p a r t o f a d r o p , a n d 

t h e n t h r u s t i n t o t h e b l o o d o f t h e l i v i n g a n i m a l , a l 

m o s t i n f a l l i b t y k i l l s . " 

" A V i p e r , " says t h e s a m e a u t h o r , " b e i n g e n 

r a g e d b y t h e m e m b e r s o f t h e T u s c a n A c a d e m y , 

a n d t h e n s u f f e r e d t o b i t e t h e n o s e o f a s t r o n g b u l l , 

t h e a n i m a l d i e d i n a s h o r t t i m e , a n d b e i n g o p e n e d 

b y t h e m o s t e x p e r t a n a t o m i s t s , n o u n c o m m o n 

a l t e r a t i o n c o u l d b e p e r c e i v e d e i t h e r i n t h e s o l i d 

o r f l u i d p a r t s o f t h e b e a s t . " 

T h e m o s t e s t a b l i s h e d a p p l i c a t i o n f o r t h e b i t e 

o f a V i p e r is c o m m o n o l i v e o i l , t h o r o u g h l y r u b b e d 

o n t h e w o u n d e d p a r t : t h i s t h e V i p e r - C a t c h e r s f 

u s e , as is p r e t e n d e d , w i t h p e r f e c t s u c c e s s ; a n d a l l 

o t h e r a p p l i c a t i o n s , as v o l a t i l e a l k a l i , & c . & c . s eem 

o f f a r less c e r t a i n e f f i c a c y . 

* In this theory of poisoning darts there appears nothing im
probable when we consider the effects of the variolous matter 
dried on the point of a lancet and used in inoculation. 

f See the case of Isaac Oliver, in the Philosophical Transac
tions. 
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T h e V i p e r , t h o u g h so m u c h d r e a d e d o n a c c o u n t 

o f i t s b i t e , h a s b e e n v e r y h i g h l y e s t e e m e d , b o t h b y t h e 

a n c i e n t s a n d m o d e r n s , i n a m e d i c a l v i e w , a n d u s e d 

as a r e s t o r a t i v e a n d s t r e n g t h e n i n g d i e t . T h i s i d e a 

seems t o h a v e o r i g i n a t e d f r o m t h e a n i m a l ' s c a s t i n g -

i t s s k i n , l i k e o t h e r snakes , a n d t h u s a p p e a r i n g , as 

i t w e r e , i n a s t a t e o f r e n o v a t e d y o u t h ; a n d t h e 

S n a k e b e i n g m a d e t h e e m b l e m o f h e a l t h , a n d c o n 

s e c r a t e d t o ^ E s c u l a p i u s , m u s t h a v e d e p e n d e d o n t h e 

s a m e i d e a . T h e a n c i e n t s u s e d t h e f l e s h o f t h e 

V i p e r i n l e p r o u s a n d o t h e r cases. T h e G r e e k 

p h y s i c i a n C r a t e r u s , m e n t i o n e d so o f t e n b y C i c e r o 

i n h i s ep i s t l e s t o A t t i c u s , c u r e d , as P o r p h y r i u s 

r e l a t e s , a m i s e r a b l e s l a v e , w h o s e s k i n i n a s t r a n g e 

m a n n e r f e l l o f f f r o m h i s b o n e s , b y a d v i s i n g h i m 

t o f e e d o n V i p e r ' s f l e s h i n t h e m a n n e r o f f i s h . 

A n t o n i u s M u s a , p h y s i c i a n t o O c t a v i u s Caesar 

( A u g u s t u s ) , i s s a i d b y P l i n y t o h a v e o r d e r e d t h e 

e a t i n g o f V i p e r s i n t h e case o f o t h e r w i s e i n c u r a b l e 

u l c e r s , w h i c h b y t h i s m e t h o d w e r e q u i c k l y h e a l e d . 

G a l e n savs t h a t t h o s e w h o a r e a f f l i c t e d w i t h E l e -

p h a n t i a s i s a re w o n d e r f u l l y r e l i e v e d b y e a t i n g V i 

p e r ' s f l e s h d r e s s e d l i k e e e l s ; a n d r e l a t e s v e r y r e 

m a r k a b l e c u r e s o f t h i s disease p e r f o r m e d b y m e a n s 

o f v i p e r w i n e . A r e t a e u s , w h o p r o b a b l y l i v e d a b o u t 

t h e s ame t i m e w i t h G a l e n , a n d w h o o f a l l t h e a n 

c i e n t s has m o s t a c c u r a t e l y d e s c r i b e d t h e a b o v e 

d i s o r d e r , c o m m e n d s , as C r a t e r u s d i d , t h e e a t i n g 

o f V i p e r s i n s t e a d o f fish i n t h e s a m e diseases . 

L o p e z , i n h i s H i s t o r y o f C o n g o , says t h e n e g r o e s 

e a t r o a s t e d a d d e r s , a n d a c c o u n t t h e m a m o s t d e l i 

c i o u s f o o d . I n I n d i a t h e C o b r a d e C a p e l l o is s a i d 
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t o b e s u c c e s s f u l l y g i v e n t o b e e a t e n b y p e r s o n s i n 

l o n g w a s t i n g s a n d d e c l i n e s . I n F r a n c e a n d I t a l y 

t h e b r o t h , j e l l y , a n d f l e s h o f V i p e r s is i n m u c h 

e s t e e m as a r e s t o r a t i v e m e d i c i n e # . D r . M e a d 

t h i n k s t h e b e s t m e t h o d is t o b o i l t h e m l i k e f i s h , 

" a n d i f t h i s w i l l n o t g o d o w n , t h o u g h i t is r e a l l y 

d e l i c i o u s f a r e , " t o m a k e use o f w i n e i n w h i c h t h e y 

h a v e b e e n d i g e s t e d t w o o r t h r e e d a y s i n a g e n t l e 

h e a t , f r o m w h i c h , h e says , h e has seen v e r y g o o d 

e f f e c t s i n o b s t i n a t e l e p r a s . 

T h o u g h f r o m t h e s e a t t e s t a t i o n s i t s u f f i c i e n t l y 

appea r s t h a t t h e f l e s h o f t h e V i p e r is r e a l l y n u t r i 

t i v e a n d g o o d , y e t , s u c h a re t h e r e v o l u t i o n s o f 

m e d i c a l as w e l l as o f c o m m o n t a s t e , t h a t V i p e r ' s 

f l e s h has n o w l o s t a g r e a t p a r t o f i t s f o r m e r c r e d i t , 

a n d is v e r y r a r e l y p r e s c r i b e d i n m o d e r n p r a c t i c e . 

T h e a p p a r a t u s o f p o i s o n i n t h e V i p e r is t h e s a m e 

as i n t h e R a t t l e - S n a k e a n d a l l o t h e r p o i s o n o u s ser

p e n t s , a n d w i l l b e f o u n d d e s c r i b e d a n a t o m i c a l l y 

u n d e r t h a t a r t i c l e , & c . 

T h e V i p e r , as b e f o r e o b s e r v e d , is s u b j e c t t o v a r y 

m u c h i n c o l o u r , b e i n g s o m e t i m e s o f a f i n e p a l e 

g r e y , o r p a l e f e r r u g i n o u s , w i t h v e r y d e e p a n d d i s 

t i n c t m a r k i n g s o r p a t t e r n : s o m e t i m e s d u l l b r o w n 

w i t h less d i s t i n c t d i t t o : a n d , l a s t l y , b l a c k , w i t h 

s c a r c e p e r c e p t i b l e p a t t e r n , w h i c h l a t t e r v a r i e t y has 

* The above account of the supposed virtues of Viper's flesh is 
chiefly f rom D r . Mead. I t may be added, that the celebrated 
Sir Kenelm Digby, for the recovery of his beloved wife, the Lady 
Venetia Digby, f rom a consumption, caused her to feed on ca
pons fatted with vipers. 
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b e e n c a l l e d Vipera Anglica nigrans, a n d i s by-

s o m e c o n s i d e r e d as a d i s t i n c t spec ies . 

T h e V i p e r is v i v i p a r o u s , p r o d u c i n g i t s y o u n g 

t o w a r d s t h e c l o s e o f s u m m e r . " O n t h e 4 t h o f 

A u g u s t , 1 7 5 5 , " says M r . W h i t e * , " w e s u r p r i s e d 

a l a r g e f e m a l e V i p e r , w h i c h s e e m e d v e r y h e a v y 

a n d b l o a t e d , as i t l a y o n t h e g ras s , b a s k i n g i n t h e 

s u n . W h e n w e c a m e t o c u t i t u p , w e f o u n d t h a t 

t h e a b d o m e n w a s c r o u d e d w i t h y o u n g , fifteen i n 

n u m b e r ; t h e s h o r t e s t o f w h i c h m e a s u r e d f u l l 

s e v e n i n c h e s , a n d w e r e a b o u t t h e s ize o f f u l l -

g r o w n e a r t h w o r m s . T h i s l i t t l e f r y i s s u e d i n t o t h e 

w o r l d w i t h t h e t r u e v i p e r s p i r i t a b o u t t h e m , s h e w 

i n g g r e a t a l e r t n e s s as s o o n as d i s e n g a g e d f r o m t h e 

b e l l y o f t h e d a m : t h e y t w i s t e d a n d w r i g g l e d 

a b o u t , a n d se t t h e m s e l v e s u p , a n d g a p e d v e r y 

w i d e w h e n t o u c h e d w i t h a s t i c k , s h e w i n g m a n i 

f e s t t o k e n s o f m e n a c e a n d d e f i a n c e , t h o u g h as y e t 

t h e y h a d n o m a n n e r o f f a n g s t h a t w e c o u l d find, 

e v e n w i t h t h e h e l p o f o u r g l a s s e s . " M r . W h i t e , 

i n a n o t h e r p a r t o f h i s w o r k , i n f o r m s us , t h a t i n 

t h e m o n t h o f M a y a f e m a l e V i p e r w a s o p e n e d , 

w h i c h h a d i n i t a c h a i n o f e l e v e n e g g s , a b o u t t h e 

s ize o f t h o s e o f a b l a c k b i r d ; b u t n o t so f a r a d 

v a n c e d as t o s h e w t h e r u d i m e n t s o f t h e y o u n g . 

" S e v e r a l i n t e l l i g e n t f o l k s , " a d d s M r . W h i t e , 

" a s s u r e m e t h a t t h e y h a v e seen t h e V i p e r o p e n 

h e r m o u t h , a n d a d m i t h e r h e l p l e s s y o u n g d o w n 

h e r t h r o a t o n s u d d e n s u r p r i s e s , j u s t as t h e O p o s -

White's Selburne. 
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s u m does h e r b r o o d i n t o t h e p o u c h u n d e r h e r b e l l y 

u p o n t h e l i k e e m e r g e n c i e s ; a n d y e t t h e L o n d o n 

V i p e r - C a t c h e r s i n s i s t o n i t t o M r . B a r r i n g t o n t h a t 

n o s u c h t h i n g e v e r h a p p e n s . " 

S i r T h o m a s B r o w n , h o w e v e r , seems i n c l i n e d t o 

b e l i e v e t h i s c i r c u m s t a n c e . " T h e y o u n g , " says 

h e , " s u p p o s e d t o b r e a k t h r o u g h t h e b e l l y o f t h e 

d a m , w i l l u p o n a n y f r i g h t , f o r p r o t e c t i o n , r u n 

i n t o i t ; f o r t h e n t h e o l d o n e r e c e i v e s t h e m i n a t 

h e r m o u t h , w h i c h w a y , t h e f r i g h t b e i n g pas t , t h e y 

w i l l r e t u r n a g a i n , w h i c h is a p e c u l i a r w a y o f r e 

f u g e , a n d a l t h o u g h i t s e e m s t r a n g e , is a v o w e d b y 

f r e q u e n t e x p e r i e n c e a n d u n d e n i a b l e t e s t i m o n y . " 

I m u s t a d d , t h a t I h a v e m y s e l f r e c e i v e d o n t h i s 

s u b j e c t t h e i n f o r m a t i o n o f a g e n t l e m a n o f g r e a t 

a c c u r a c y o f o b s e r v a t i o n , a n d w h o assures m e o f 

t h e t r u t h o f t h i s p a r t i c u l a r i n t h e n a t u r a l h i s t o r y 

o f t h e V i p e r . 

VAR. ? 

BLACK VIPER. 

Coluber Prester. C. niger, vitta dorsali dentata nigerrima. 
Black Viper, with jet-black dentated dorsal band. 
Coluber Prester. Lin. Syst. Nat. p. 337-
Vipera Anglica nigrans. Petiv. Mus. p. 17- n. 104. 
Abdominal scuta 152, subcaudal squama? 32. 

THIS Viper is found in some parts of England, 

a n d is s a i d l i k e w i s e t o o c c u r i n A u s t r i a , a n d i n 

s o m e o f t h e n o r t h e r n r e g i o n s o f A s i a . I t r e s e m 

b l e s t h e c o m m o n V i p e r i n e v e r y p a r t i c u l a r e x c e p t 
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c o l o u r ; b e i n g o f a d e e p b l a c k , w i t h a n i n d i s t i n c t 

a p p e a r a n c e o f t h e d o r s a l b a n d o f a s t i l l m o r e i n 

t e n s e c o l o u r : t h e e d g e s o f t h e l i p s a r e b o r d e r e d 

w i t h w h i t i s h s p e c k s , a n d i n s o m e s p e c i m e n s t h e 

n e c k a n d t a i l a r e m a r k e d w i t h a f e w i n d i s t i n c t 

y e l l o w i s h spo t s . M r . P e n n a n t , i n t h e B r i t i s h 

Z o o l o g y , c o n s i d e r s i t as a m e r e v a r i e t y o f t h e c o m 

m o n v i p e r ; b u t b y o t h e r s , a n d p a r t i c u l a r l y b y 

L a u r e n t i , i t is r e g a r d e d as a d i s t i n c t s p e c i e s ; a n d 

is r a n k e d as s u c h i n t h e S y s t e r n a N a t u r a e o f L i n 

naeus. I t is g e n e r a l l y s u p p o s e d t o b e e q u a l l y p o i 

s o n o u s w i t h t h e c o m m o n V i p e r : y e t i f t h e A u s t r i a n 

B l a c k V i p e r o f L a u r e n t i b e r e a l l y t h e s a m e k i n d 

w i t h t h a t f o u n d i n o t h e r p a r t s o f E u r o p e , i t s h o u l d 

s e e m t o b e i n n o x i o u s : b u t p e r h a p s t h e s p e c i m e n s 

w h i c h h e m a d e use o f i n c o n d u c t i n g h i s e x p e r i 

m e n t s h a d e i t h e r n o t a r r i v e d a t t h e i r f u l l s ize a n d 

v i g o u r , o r h a d p r e v i o u s l y d i s c h a r g e d t h e i r p o i s o n 

b y b i t i n g o t h e r a n i m a l s : s i n c e t h e p i g e o n s a n d 

c h i c k e n s w h i c h h e e x p o s e d t o i t s f u r y , w e r e n o 

o t h e r w i s e i n j u r e d t h a n b y m e r e p u n c t u r e , w i t h o u t 

s u f f e r i n g a n y s y m p t o m s o f p o i s o n . 
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Coluber Cacodaemon. C. ater, capite lato tumido, corpora 
crasso. 

Black Viper, with broad tumid head, and thick body. 
Black Viper. Catesb. Carol. 2. pi. 44. 

THIS, according to Catesb}7, appears to be about 

t h e size o f t h e C o m m o n V i p e r , b u t o f a m u c h 

t h i c k e r f o r m , a n d e n t i r e l y o f a r u s t y b l a c k c o l o u r : 

i t is s l o w i n i t s m o t i o n s , a n d w h e n i r r i t a t e d , 

sp reads i t s h e a d , w h i c h is n a t u r a l l y l a r g e , i n t o a 

s u r p r i s i n g w i d t h ; t h r e a t e n i n g , a t t h e s a m e t i m e , 

w i t h a h o r r i d h i s s : t h e f a n g s a r e l a r g e , a n d t h e 

a n i m a l i s s a i d t o b e as dano -e rous as t h e R a t t l e -

s n a k e . I t is a n a t i v e o f C a r o l i n a , c h i e f l y f r e 

q u e n t i n g t h e h i g h e r g r o u n d s . 

E G Y P T I A N V I P E R . 

Coluber Vipera. C. subferrvgineus, fusco maculatus, subtus al-
bidus, cauda brevi mucronata. 

Subferruginous Viper, spotted with brown, beneath whitish, 
with short mucronated tai l , 

Coluber Vipera. Lin. Syst. Nat. p. 275. Hasselq. itin. p. 340. 
Abdominal scuta 118, subcaudal scales 22. 

THIS, which is said to be the officinal Viper of 

t h e E g y p t i a n s , seems t o h a v e b e e n first a c c u r a t e l y 

d e s c r i b e d b y H a s s e l q u i s t , w h o i n f o r m s us t h a t i t 

is i m p o r t e d i n c o n s i d e r a b l e q u a n t i t i e s e v e r y y e a r 

t o V e n i c e f o r t h e use o f t h e a p o t h e c a r i e s i n t h e 

v . i n . P . n . 2 5 



3 7 8 E G Y P T I A N V I P E R . 

c o m p o s i t i o n o f t h e T h e r i a c a , & c . I t s s ize i s s o m e 

w h a t s m a l l e r t h a n t h a t o f t h e c o m m o n V i p e r : t h e 

h e a d n o t so f l a t o n t h e t o p , b u t v e r y p r o t u b e r a n t 

o n e a c h s i d e : t h e s n o u t v e r y o b t u s e : t h e b o d y 

t h i c k t o w a r d s t h e m i d d l e , a n d s o m e w h a t q u a d r a n 

g u l a r , b u t t h i n a n d c y l i n d r i c t o w a r d s t h e h e a d 

a n d t a i l , w h i c h l a t t e r i s s h o r t , s l e n d e r , c o n i c a l , 

a n d t e r m i n a t e d b y a s l i g h t l y i n c u r v e d h o r n y p o i n t 

o r t i p : t h e sca les o n a l l t h e u p p e r p a r t s o f t h e a n i 

m a l a re o v a l a n d c a r i n a t e d : t h e c o l o u r a b o v e is 

p a l e - f e r r u g i n o u s w i t h d a r k e r spo t s , a n d b e n e a t h 

e n t i r e l y w h i t i s h : t h e u s u a l l e n g t h o f t h i s species , 

a c c o r d i n g t o H a s s e l q u i s t , i s a b o u t t w o spans a n d 

a n i n c h , o f w h i c h t h e t a i l m e a s u r e s o n l y a n i n c h . 

T h i s is b y s o m e s u p p o s e d t o b e t h e A s p o f C l e o 

p a t r a , b y t h e b i t e o f w h i c h t h a t h i g h - s p i r i t e d 

p r i n c e s s d e t e r m i n e d t o d i e , r a t h e r t h a n s u b m i t t o 

b e c a r r i e d t o R o m e i n o r d e r t o g r a c e t h e t r i u m p h 

o f A u g u s t u s . I t seems, h o w e v e r , u t t e r l y i m p o s s i b l e 

t o d e t e r m i n e t h i s p o i n t . M r . B r u c e , as t h e r e a d e r 

w i l l f i n d i n t h e d e s c r i p t i o n o f t h e Cerastes, r a t h e r 

supposes t h a t s e r p e n t t o h a v e b e e n t h e spec ies e m 

p l o y e d . M r . S c h n e i d e r , i n h i s w o r k , e n t i t l e d His-

toria Amphibiorum, c o n s i d e r s t h e E g y p t i a n V i p e r 

a b o v e d e s c r i b e d t o b e t h e t r u e Dipsas o f t h e a n 

c i e n t s w h i c h w a s p o p u l a r l y r e p o r t e d t o k i l l b y 

t h i r s t . 
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Coluber Ammodytes. C. glauco-fuscus, vitta dorsali dentata 
atra, verruca nasali erecta. 

Glaucous-brown Viper, wi th dentated black dorsal band, and 
upright nasal wart. 

Coluber Ammodytes. Lin. Syst. Nat. p. 376. Aldr. Serp. 160. 
Abdominal scuta 142, subcaudal squama? 32. 

THIS species is greatly allied to the Viper in 

g e n e r a l a p p e a r a n c e , b u t is a l w a y s d i s t i n g u i s h e d 

b y a n e r e c t p o i n t e d p r o c e s s o n t h e t i p o f t h e 

s n o u t : i t s u s u a l c o l o u r i s e i t h e r b l u e i s h - g r e y 

o r b r o w n , w i t h a c o n t i n u e d b l a c k d o r s a l b a n d 

r e s e m b l i n g t h a t o f t h e V i p e r . I t i s f o u n d i n 

m a n y p a r t s o f t h e e a s t e r n r e g i o n s , a n d is u s e d 

m e d i c i n a l l y f o r t h e s a m e p u r p o s e s as t h e c o m m o n 

V i p e r . I t is c o n s i d e r e d as a n e x t r e m e l y p o i s o n 

o u s spec ies , a n d , a c c o r d i n g t o M a t t h i o l u s , p r o v e s 

f a t a l i n t h e space o f t h r e e h o u r s . 

C H A R A S I A N V I P E R . 

Coluber Charasii. C. rufus, naso supra subacuminato, corpore 
striis brevibus fuscis transversis subconfluentibus notato. 

Rufous Viper, with the nose acuminated above, and the body 
marked with short, subconfluent, dusky transverse streaks. 

La Vipere. Charas. Nov. Exper. t. I. A. A. A. 

THIS species is described by a French author 

o f t h e n a m e o f C h a r a s , w h o , t h o u g h w e l l a c 

q u a i n t e d w i t h t h e a n a t o m y o f t h e a n i m a l , a n d t h e 
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s t r u c t u r e a n d use o f t h e f a n g s a n d r e c e p t a c l e o f 

p o i s o n , y e t c o n t e n d e d , i n o p p o s i t i o n t o t h e c e l e 

b r a t e d R e d i , t h a t w h e n a V i p e r b i t , t h e s y m p t o m s 

o f p o i s o n s u c c e e d i n g t h e b i t e , w e r e c a u s e d b y 

w h a t h e t e r m e d t h e " enraged spirits" o f t h e c r e a 

t u r e , a n d n o t b y t h e s u p p o s e d p o i s o n o u s fluid. 

T h i s spec ies has t h e g e n e r a l a p p e a r a n c e o f t h e 

Berus, o r c o m m o n v i p e r , b u t i s d i s t i n g u i s h e d b y 

t h e w a n t o f t h e d o r s a l b a n d , so c o n s p i c u o u s i n 

t h a t a n i m a l , a n d b y t h e u p r i g h t , s u b a c u m i n a t e d 

t i p o f t h e s n o u t : t h e c o l o u r o f t h e u p p e r p a r t s i s 

f e r r u g i n o u s , m a r k e d w i t h s e v e r a l s h o r t , s c a t t e r e d , 

a n d s u b c o n f l u e n t l e t t e r - l i k e s t r e a k s h e r e a n d t h e r e 

d i s p e r s e d o n t h e s k i n : t h e u n d e r p a r t s a re o f a 

d u s k y c o l o u r , w i t h a s t e e l y l u s t r e , a n d a r e s p e c k l e d 

w i t h y e l l o w . T h i s spec ies is a n a t i v e o f F r a n c e , 

a n d i n i t s g e n e r a l m a n n e r s , as w e l l as i n s ize, a p 

pea r s t o r e s e m b l e t h e c o m m o n V i p e r , o f w h i c h i t 

h a s s o m e t i m e s b e e n s u s p e c t e d a v a r i e t y . 

R E D I ' S V I P E R . 

Coluber Redi. C. fusco-ferrugineus, serie dorsali quadruplici 
transversa striarum brevium subconjiuentium fuscarwm. 

Ferruginous-brown Viper, with a quadruple transverse dorsal 
series of short subconfluent brown streaks. 

Coluber Redi. Lin. Syst. Nat. Gmel. p. 10Q1, 
Abdominal scuta 152, subcaudal squamas 33. 

THIS is greatly allied to the common Viper, 

b u t d i f f e r s i n b e i n g m a r k e d t h r o u g h o u t t h e w h o l e 

l e n g t h o f t h e u p p e r p a r t s , w i t h a q u a d r u p l e ser ies 



A S P . 3 8 1 

o f s h o r t , t r a n s v e r s e , a l t e r n a t e s t r e a k s , o f w h i c h 

t h e i n t e r m e d i a t e ones a r e o f t e n c o n f l u e n t : t h e 

c o l o u r o f t h e u n d e r p a r t s is r u f o u s , m o r e e s p e c i 

a l l y t o w a r d s t h e h e a d a n d t a i l . T h i s is t h e Vipera 

o f R e d i , a n d is t h e spec ies w i t h w h i c h t h e e x p e r i 

m e n t s o f t h a t p h i l o s o p h e r r e l a t i v e t o a n i m a l p o i 

sons w e r e p r i n c i p a l l y m a d e . I t is f o u n d i n m a n y 

p a r t s o f I t a l y , as w e l l as i n A u s t r i a , a n d is s a i d t o 

b e m o r e p o i s o n o u s t h a n t h e c o m m o n V i p e r . 

A S P . 

Coluber Aspis. C. rufescens, maculis dorsalibus subrotundatis 
fuscis alternis, versus caudam subconftuentibus. 

Rufescent Viper, with roundish, alternate, dusky, dorsal spots, 
subconfluent towards the ta i l . 

Coluber Aspis ? Lin. Syst. Nat. p. 378. 
L'Aspic. Cepede Serp. p. 53. pi. 2 . f . 1. 
Abdominal scuta 155, subcaudal scales 37. 

THE true Asp of the ancients seems to be en

t i r e l y u n k n o w n , o w i n g t o t h e d i s c o r d a n t d e s c r i p 

t i o n s a n d w a n t o f p r e c i s i o n i n t h e w o r k s o f a n 

c i e n t a u t h o r s ; b u t t h e L i n n a e a n C o l u b e r A s p i s is 

s u p p o s e d t o be t h e s e r p e n t d e s c r i b e d u n d e r t h e 

n a m e o f Aspic b y t h e C o u n t d e C e p e d e , w h o 

i n f o r m s u s t h a t i t i s a n a t i v e o f F r a n c e , a n d p a r 

t i c u l a r l y o f t h e n o r t h e r n p r o v i n c e s o f t h a t c o u n 

t r y . T h e i n d i v i d u a l d e s c r i b e d b y C e p e d e m e a 

s u r e d a b o u t t h r e e f e e t i n l e n g t h , o f w h i c h t h e t a i l 

m e a s u r e d t h r e e i n c h e s a n d e i g h t l i n e s : t h e h e a d is 

r a t h e r l a r g e , a n d c o v e r e d w i t h s m a l l c a r i n a t e d 

scales , t h e b o d y w i t h l a r g e r , o f s i m i l a r s t r u c t u r e : 
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t h e c o l o u r is p a l e r u f o u s g r e y , a n d a l o n g t h e u p 

p e r p a r t s a re t h r e e l o n g i t u d i n a l r a n g e s o f r o u n d i s h 

d e e p - r u f o u s spo t s , b o r d e r e d w i t h b l a c k , a n d w h i c h 

u n i t e o r b e c o m e c o n f l u e n t t o w a r d s t h e t a i l , i n 

s u c h a m a n n e r as t o e x h i b i t t h e a p p e a r a n c e o f a 

z i g z a g b a n d , r e s e m b l i n g i n s o m e d e g r e e t h a t o f 

t h e c o m m o n V i p e r : t h e u n d e r p a r t s a r e o f a d u s k y 

c o l o u r , m a r b l e d w i t h d u l l y e l l o w : i n t h e s t r u c t u r e 

o f i t s f a n g s i t r e s e m b l e s t h e V i p e r , a n d is s a i d t o 

b e e q u a l l y p o i s o n o u s . I m u s t n o t o m i t t o o b s e r v e 

t h a t M o n s . L a t r e i l l e i s n o t w i l l i n g t o a l l o w t h i s 

s e r p e n t t o b e t h e r e a l C o l u b e r A s p i s o f L i n n a e u s . 

S W E D I S H V I P E R . 

Coluber Chersea. C. subferrugineus, vitta dorsuli atra Jlexuosa, 
capite subtus albido. 

Subferruginous Viper, with black flexuous dorsal band, and 
head whitish beneath. 

Coluber Chersea. Lin. Syst. Nat. p. 377 
Abdominal scuta 150, subcaudal scales 34. 

THIS is said by Linnaeus to be extremely nearly 

a l l i e d t o t h e p r e c e d i n g , o f w h i c h i t m i g h t e v e n b e 

s u p p o s e d a v a r i e t y , b u t i s o f s m a l l e r s ize , n o t 

o f t e n e x c e e d i n g t h e l e n g t h o f a s p a n : i t is s a i d 

t o b e m o s t f r e q u e n t i n t h e p r o v i n c e o f S m o l a n d , 

w h e r e i t is g r e a t l y d r e a d e d b y t h e i n h a b i t a n t s , 

w h o c o n s i d e r i t s b i t e as m o r t a l : i t s c o l o u r is a 

d u s k y r u f o u s b r o w n , w i t h a flexuous d o r s a l b a n d 

o f a d e e p e r c o l o u r , as i n t h e c o m m o n V i p e r : t h e 

h e a d is o v a t e , o f a p a l e c o l o u r , a n d m a r k e d w i t h 
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a h e a r t - s h a p e d d u s k y s p o t , t h e d i v i s i o n s o f w h i c h 

a re d i r e c t e d b a c k w a r d s . I n t h e M e m o i r s o f t h e 

S w e d i s h A c a d e m y is a n a c c o u n t o f a y o u n g m a n , 

a l a b o u r e r , b i t b y t h i s a n i m a l o n t h e t o e o f t h e 

l e f t f o o t : i n s i x h o u r s space t h e w h o l e l e g a n d 

t h i g h w e r e r e d a n d s w e l l e d ; t h e p u l s e i n t e r m i t t e d , 

a n d t h e p a t i e n t w a s o p p r e s s e d w i t h p a i n s i n t h e 

h e a d a n d b o w e l s , a c c o m p a n i e d b y l a s s i t u d e , & c . t h e 

j u i c e o f t h e a s h - l e a v e s b e i n g i n S w e d e n a p o p u l a r 

s p e c i f i c i n s i m i l a r cases, a g l a s s o f t h e e x p r e s s e d 

j u i c e , m i x e d w i t h w i n e , w a s e x h i b i t e d e v e r y h a l f 

h o u r , a n d a c a t a p l a s m o f t h e b r u i s e d l e a v e s a p 

p l i e d t o t h e w o u n d : i n t h e e v e n i n g a g lass o f 

w a r m o l i v e o i l was s w a l l o w e d . B v t h e s e m e a n s 

t h e p a t i e n t w a s g r e a t l y r e l i e v e d ; s l e p t w e l l d u r i n g 

t h e n i g h t , a n d f o u n d t h e s w e l l i n g m u c h r e d u c e d 

b y t h e n e x t m o r n i n g ; b u t , n e g l e c t i n g t o r e p e a t 

t h e s a m e r e m e d i e s , i t a g a i n r e t u r n e d , a n d was 

a g a i n d i s s i p a t e d b y t h e s a m e a p p l i c a t i o n s , a n d i n 

t w o o r t h r e e d a y s t h e p a t i e n t r e c o v e r e d . L i n n a e u s , 

h o w e v e r , is s a i d t o h a v e b e e n n o t so f o r t u n a t e i n 

h i s a t t e m p t s t o c u r e , b y m e a n s o f o l i v e o i l , a w o 

m a n w o u n d e d b y t h i s k i n d o f v i p e r , s i n c e t h e m e 

d i c i n e p r o v e d i n e f f i c a c i o u s , a n d t h e w o m a n d i e d . 
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G R E E K V I P E R . 

Coluber Lebetinus. C. griseus, serie quadruplici fnacularum 
transversarum; intermediis flavescentibus, lateralibus nigrican-
tibus. 

Grey Viper, with a quadruple series of transverse spots, the 
middle ones yellowish, the lateral dusky. 

Coluber Lebetinus. Lin. Syst. Nat. p. 278. 
Abdominal scuta 155, subcaudal squamae 4-6. 

THIS is aViper of considerable size, measuring, 

a c c o r d i n g t o F o r s k a l , n e a r a c u b i t i n l e n g t h , a n d 

b e i n g o f a v e r y t h i c k f o r m t o w a r d s t h e m i d d l e : 

t h e h e a d is l a r g e , b r o a d , d e p r e s s e d , a n d s u b c o r -

d a t e : t h e n e c k r a t h e r s l e n d e r : t h e t a i l a b o u t f o u r 

i n c h e s l o n g : t h e sca les o n t h e h e a d s m a l l , a n d 

t h o s e o n t h e o t h e r p a r t s l a r g e r , o v a t e - o b t u s e , f l a t , 

a n d c a r i n a t e d : t h e b a c k is d e f l e c t e d c o n s i d e r a b l y 

o n e a c h s i d e : c o l o u r g r e y : w i t h f o u r ser ies o f a l 

t e r n a t e t r a n s v e r s e spo t s , t h o s e o f t h e m i d d l e series 

y e l l o w i s h , a n d t h o s e o f t h e l a t e r a l b l a c k i s h : t h e 

u n d e r p a r t s p a l e o r w h i t i s h , p r e t t y t h i c k l y f r e c k l e d 

w i t h d u s k y s p e c k s . T h i s s n a k e is a n a t i v e o f 

G r e e c e a n d t h e G r e c i a n i s l a n d s , as C y p r u s , & c . 

w h e r e i t i s c a l l e d b y t h e n a m e o f K u f i (Ka(p^), o r 

d e a f s n a k e . I t s b i t e is s a i d b y F o r s k a l t o p r o v e 

f a t a l , p r o d u c i n g i n s u p e r a b l e s o m n o l e n c y . B y t h e 

m o r e l e a r n e d , i n t h o s e r e g i o n s , i t i s t e r m e d A s p i s , 

a n d F o r s k a l supposes i t t o h a v e b e e n t h e A s p i s o f 

t h e a n c i e n t s . I t i s s a i d t o b e o f t e n f o u n d i n c o r n 

fields d u r i n g t h e h a r v e s t season , a n d i s m u c h 

d r e a d e d b y t h e G r e c i a n r eape r s . 
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S C Y T H I A N V I P E R . 

Coluber Scytha. C. supra nigerrimus, subtus albus. 
Coal-black Viper, white beneath. 
Coluber Scytha. Lin. Syst. Nat. Gmel. p. 1091. 
Abdominal scuta 153, subcaudal squamas 3 1 . 

NATIVE of the woods of Siberia; observed by 

D r . P a l l a s , Avho i n f o r m s us t h a t i t g r o w s t o t h e 

l e n g t h o f h a l f a f o o t o r m o r e , a n d is o f t h e t h i c k 

ness o f a f i n g e r : c o l o u r a v e r y d e e p b l a c k a b o v e , 

b u t w h i t e a n d g l o s s y b e n e a t h : h e a d s u b c o r d a t e ; 

t a i l a b o u t o n e t e n t h o f t h e w h o l e l e n g t h : p o i s o n 

o u s , b u t n o t d a n g e r o u s l y so. 

C E R A S T E S . 

Coluber Cerastes. C. subferrugineus, maculis distantibus subo-
vatis subtransve.rsis fuscis, palpebris cornutis, 

Subferruginous Snake, with distant subovate subtransverse 
brown spots, and horned eyelids. 

Coluber Cerastes. Lin. Syst. Nat. p. 3J6. 
Cerastes ex Lybia . Aldr. Serp. p. 175. 
Cerastes. Bruce's Travels, appendix. 
Abdominal plates 150, subcaudal scales 25 pair. 

THE Cerastes or Horned Viper, which com

m o n l y g r o w s t o t h e l e n g t h o f a b o u t a f o o t o r 

f i f t e e n i n c h e s , a n d s o m e t i m e s t o a l a r g e r s ize * , i s 

d i s t i n g u i s h e d b y a p a i r o f h o r n s o r c u r v e d p r o -

* The specimens described by Cepede measured more than 
two feet, as does also that in the British Museum. 
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cesses, s i t u a t e d a b o v e t h e eyes , a n d p o i n t i n g f o r 

w a r d s : t h e s e h o r n s h a v e n o t h i n g a n a l o g o u s i n 

t h e i r s t r u c t u r e t o t h e h o r n s o f q u a d r u p e d s , a n d 

a r e b y n o m e a n s t o b e c o n s i d e r e d i n t h e l i g h t o f 

e i t h e r o f f e n s i v e o r d e f e n s i v e w e a p o n s : t h e y i n 

c rease , h o w e v e r , t h e n a t u r a l a n t i p a t h y so g e n e r a l l y 

f e l t a g a i n s t t h e s e r p e n t t r i b e , a n d g i v e t h e a n i m a l a 

m o r e t h a n o r d i n a r y a p p e a r a n c e o f m a l i g n i t y . T h e 

C e r a s t e s is a n a t i v e o f m a n y p a r t s o f A f r i c a , a n d 

i s p r i n c i p a l l y f o u n d i n s a n d y dese r t s a n d d r y 

p l a c e s . I t s u s u a l c o l o u r is a p a l e y e l l o w i s h o r 

r e d d i s h b r o w n , w i t h a f e w r a t h e r l a r g e , d i s t a n t , 

r o u n d , o r t r a n s v e r s l y o b l o n g s p o t s o f a d e e p e r 

c o l o u r d i s p e r s e d a l o n g t h e u p p e r p a r t s o f t h e 

b o d y , t h e b e l l y o r u n d e r p a r t b e i n g o f a p a l e l e a d 

c o l o u r . I n S y r i a a n d A r a b i a t h e C e r a s t e s is p a r 

t i c u l a r l y f r e q u e n t , a n d is a l s o f o u n d i n m a n y p a r t s 

o f E g y p t , & c . I t bea r s a v e r y g r e a t a f f i n i t y t o 

t h e c o m m o n V i p e r , a n d i t s b i t e is p e r h a p s s t i l l 

m o r e t o b e d r e a d e d , s i n c e , e x c l u s i v e o f t h e g e n e 

r a l d a n g e r o f t r e a d i n g a c c i d e n t a l l y o n t h i s r e p t i l e , 

a n d t h u s i r r i t a t i n g i t u n a w a r e s , i t is s a i d t o p o s 

sess a p r o p e n s i t y o f s p r i n g i n g w i t h g r e a t s u d d e n 

ness t o a c o n s i d e r a b l e d i s t a n c e , a n d a s s a i l i n g 

w i t h o u t p r o v o c a t i o n t h o s e w h o h a p p e n t o a p 

p r o a c h i t . 

T h e g e n e r a l h i s t o r y a n d m a n n e r s o f t h i s s e r p e n t 

a r e a m p l y d e t a i l e d b y M r . B r u c e , w h o , i n t h e 

c o u r s e o f h i s t r a v e l s , h a d f r e q u e n t o p p o r t u n i t i e s 

o f c o n t e m p l a t i n g i t i n i t s n a t i v e r e g i o n s . 

" T h e C e r a s t e s , " says M r . B r u c e , " i n h a b i t s 

t h e g r e a t e s t p a r t o f t h e E a s t e r n C o n t i n e n t , espe-
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c i a l l y t h e d e s e r t s a n d y p a r t o f i t . I t a b o u n d s i n 

t h e t h r e e A r a b i a s , a n d i n A f r i c a . I n e v e r s a w so 

m a n y o f t h e m as i n t h e C y r e n a i c u m , w h e r e t h e 

J e r b o a is f r e q u e n t i n p r o p o r t i o n . H e is a g r e a t 

l o v e r o f h e a t ; f o r t h o u g h t h e s u n w a s b u r n i n g h o t 

a l l d a y , w h e n w e m a d e a fire a t n i g h t , b y d i g g i n g 

a h o l e , a n d b u r n i n g w o o d t o c h a r c o a l i n i t , f o r 

d r e s s i n g o u r v i c t u a l s , i t w a s s e l d o m w e h a d f e w e r 

t h a n h a l f a d o z e n o f t he se v i p e r s , w h o b u r n t t h e m 

se lves t o d e a t h b y a p p r o a c h i n g t h e e m b e r s . T h e 

g e n e r a l s ize o f t h e Ce ras t e s , f r o m t h e e x t r e m i t y o f 

i t s s n o u t t o t h e e n d o f t h e t a i l , is f r o m t h i r t e e n t o 

f o u r t e e n i n c h e s : i t s h e a d is t r i a n g u l a r , v e r y flat, 

b u t h i g h e r n e a r w h e r e i t j o i n s t h e n e c k t h a n t o 

w a r d s t h e n o s e : t h e l e n g t h o f i t s h e a d , f r o m t h e 

p o i n t o f t h e n o s e t o t h e j o i n i n g o f t h e n e c k , is 

t e n t w e l f t h s o f a n i n c h , a n d t h e b r e a d t h n i n e 

t w e l f t h s : b e t w e e n i t s h o r n s is t h r e e t w e l f t h s : t h e 

o p e n i n g o f i t s m o u t h , o r r i c t u s o r i s , is e i g h t 

t w e l f t h s : i t s h o r n s i n l e n g t h t h r e e t w e l f t h s : i t s 

l a r g e c a n i n e t e e t h s o m e t h i n g m o r e t h a n t h r e e 

t w e l f t h s a n d a h a l f : i t s n e c k , a t t h e j o i n i n g o f 

t h e h e a d , f o u r t w e l f t h s : t h e b o d y , w h e r e t h i c k e s t , 

t e n t w e l f t h s : i t s t a i l , a t t h e j o i n i n g o f t h e b o d y , 

t w o t w e l f t h s a n d a h a l f : t h e t i p o f t h e t a i l o n e 

t w e l f t h : t h e l e n g t h o f t h e t a i l o n e i n c h a n d t h r e e 

t w e l f t h s : t h e a p e r t u r e o f t h e e y e t w o t w e l f t h s , b u t 

t h i s v a r i e s , a p p a r e n t l y a c c o r d i n g t o t h e i m p r e s 

s i o n o f l i g h t . T h e C e r a s t e s has s i x t e e n s m a l l , i m 

m o v e a b l e t e e t h , h o l l o w , c r o o k e d , i n w a r d s , a n d o f 

a r e m a r k a b l y fine p o l i s h , w h i t e i n c o l o u r , i n c l i n 

i n g t o b l u e i s h : n e a r o n e f o u r t h o f t h e b o t t o m is 
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s t r o n g l y f i x e d i n t h e u p p e r j a w , a n d f o l d s b a c k 

l i k e a c l a s p k n i f e , t h e p o i n t i n c l i n i n g i n w a r d s , 

a n d t h e g r e a t e s t p a r t o f t h e t o o t h i s c o v e r e d w i t h a 

a g r e e n , s o f t m e m b r a n e , n o t d r a w n t i g h t , b u t as 

i t w e r e w r i n k l e d o v e r i t : i m m e d i a t e l y a b o v e t h i s 

i s a s l i t a l o n g t h e b a c k o f t h e t o o t h , w h i c h e n d s 

n e a r l y i n t h e m i d d l e o f i t , w h e r e t h e t o o t h c u r v e s 

i n w a r d l y . F r o m t h i s a p e r t u r e I a p p r e h e n d t h a t i t 

sheds i t s p o i s o n , n o t f r o m t h e p o i n t , w h e r e , w i t h 

t h e b e s t g lasses , I c o u l d n e v e r p e r c e i v e a n a p e r 

t u r e , so t h a t t h e t o o t h is n o t a t u b e , b u t h o l l o w 

o n l y h a l f w a y ; t h e p o i n t b e i n g f o r m a k i n g t h e 

i n c i s i o n , a n d b y i t s p r e s s u r e o c c a s i o n i n g t h e v e 

n o m i n t h e b a g a t t h e b o t t o m o f t h e f a n g , t o r i s e 

i n t h e t o o t h , a n d s p i l l i t s e l f t h r o u g h t h e s l i t i n t o 

t h e w o u n d . B y t h i s f l a t p o s i t i o n o f t h e t o o t h 

a l o n g t h e j a w , a n d i t s b e i n g d e f e n d e d b y t h e 

m e m b r a n e , i t eats i n p e r f e c t s a f e t y ; f o r t h e t o o t h 

c a n n o t press t h e b a g o f p o i s o n a t t h e r o o t w h i l e i t 

l i e s i n t h i s p o s i t i o n , n o r c a n i t r i s e i n t h e t u b e t o 

s p i l l i t s e l f , n o r c a n t h e t o o t h m a k e a n y w o u n d , so 

as t o r e c e i v e i t ; b u t t h e a n i m a l is s u p p o s e d t o e a t 

b u t s e l d o m , o r o n l y w h e n i t is w i t h y o u n g . T h i s 

v i p e r has o n l y o n e r o w o f t e e t h ; n o n e b u t t h e c a 

n i n e a re n o x i o u s . T h e p o i s o n is v e r y c o p i o u s f o r 

so s m a l l a c r e a t u r e , i t is f u l l y as l a r g e as a d r o p o f 

l a u d a n u m d r o p t f r o m a v i a l b y a c a r e f u l h a n d . 

V i e w e d t h r o u g h a g la s s , i t a p p e a r s n o t p e r f e c t l y 

t r a n s p a r e n t o r p e l l u c i d . I s h o u l d i m a g i n e i t h a t h 

o t h e r r e s e r v o i r s t h a n t h e b a g u n d e r t h e t o o t h , f o r 

I c o m p e l l e d i t t o s c r a t c h e i g h t e e n p i g e o n s u p o n t h e 

t h i g h as q u i c k l y as p o s s i b l e , a n d t h e y a l l d i e d n e a r l y 
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i n t h e s a m e i n t e r v a l o f t i m e ; b u t I c o n f e s s t h e 

d a n g e r a t t e n d i n g t h e d i s s e c t i o n o f t h e h e a d o f 

t h i s c r e a t u r e m a d e m e so c a u t i o u s , t h a t a n y o b s e r 

v a t i o n I s h o u l d m a k e u p o n t he se p a r t s w o u l d b e 

less t o b e d e p e n d e d u p o n . " 

" P e o p l e h a v e d o u b t e d w h e t h e r o r n o t t h i s y e l 

l o w l i q u o r is t h e p o i s o n , a n d t h e r e a s o n h a s b e e n , 

t h a t a n i m a l s w h o h a d t a s t e d i t , d i d n o t d i e as 

w h e n b i t t e n , b u t t h i s r e a s o n does n o t h o l d g o o d 

i n m o d e r n p h y s i c s . W e k n o w w h y t h e s a l i v a o f 

a m a d d o g has b e e n g i v e n t o a n i m a l s , a n d has 

n o t a f f e c t e d t h e m ; a n d a G e r m a n p h y s i c i a n w a s 

b o l d e n o u g h t o d i s t i l t h e p u s o r p u t r i d m a t t e r 

f l o w i n g f r o m t h e u l c e r o f a p e r s o n i n f e c t e d b y t h e 

p l a g u e , a n d t a s t e i t a f t e r w a r d s , w i t h o u t b a d c o n 

s e q u e n c e s ; so t h a t i t is c l e a r t h e p o i s o n has n o 

a c t i v i t y t i l l t h r o u g h s o m e sore o r w o u n d i t i s 

a d m i t t e d i n t o t h e c i r c u l a t i o n . A g a i n , t h e t o o t h 

i t s e l f , d i v e s t e d o f t h a t p o i s o n , has as l i t t l e e f f e c t . 

T h e v i p e r d e p r i v e d o f h i s c a n i n e t e e t h , a n o p e r a 

t i o n v e r y e a s i l y p e r f o r m e d , b i t e s , w i t h o u t a n y 

f a t a l c o n s e q u e n c e , w i t h t h e o t h e r s ; a n d m a n y i n 

s t a n c e s t h e r e h a v e b e e n o f m a d d o g s h a v i n g b i t 

p e o p l e c l o a t h e d i n coa r se w o o l l e n s t u f f , w h i c h h a d 

so f a r c l e a n e d t h e t e e t h o f t h e s a l i v a i n p a s s i n g 

t h r o u g h i t , as n o t t o h a v e l e f t t h e s m a l l e s t i n f l a m 

m a t i o n a f t e r t h e w o u n d . " 

" T h e C e r a s t e s is m e n t i o n e d b y n a m e i n L u c a n , 

a n d w i t h o u t w a r r a n t i n g t h e s epa ra t e e x i s t e n c e o f 

a n y o f t h e res t , I c a n see s e v e r a l t h a t a r e b u t 

t h e C e r a s t e s u n d e r a n o t h e r t e r m : t h e T h e b a n u s 

O p h i t e s , t h e A m m o d y t e s , t h e t o r r i d a D i p s a s , a n d 
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t h e P r e s t e r , a l l o f t h e m a r e b u t t h i s v i p e r , d e 

s c r i b e d f r o m t h e f o r m o f i t s p a r t s o r c o l o u r s * , 

C a t o m u s t h a v e b e e n m a r c h i n g i n t h e n i g h t w h e n 

h e m e t t h i s a r m y o f s e r p e n t s : t h e C e r a s t e s h i d e s 

i t s e l f a l l d a y i n h o l e s i n t h e s a n d , w h e r e i t l i v e s i n 

c o n t i g u o u s a n d s i m i l a r h o u s e s t o t h o s e o f t h e J e r 

b o a ; a n d I h a v e a l r e a d y s a i d , t h a t I n e v e r b u t o n c e 

f o u n d a n y a n i m a l i n t h i s v i p e r ' s b e l l y , b u t o n e 

J e r b o a i n a g r a v i d f e m a l e C e r a s t e s . " 

" I k e p t t w o o f t h e s e l a s t - m e n t i o n e d c r e a t u r e s 

i n a g lass j a r , s u c h as i s u s e d f o r k e e p i n g s w e e t 

m e a t s i n , f o r t w o y e a r s , w i t h o u t h a v i n g g i v e n 

t h e m a n y f o o d : t h e y d i d n o t s leep , t h a t I o b 

s e r v e d , i n w i n t e r , b u t c a s t t h e i r s k i n s t h e l a s t d a y s 

o f A p r i l . T h e C e r a s t e s m o v e s w i t h g r e a t r a p i d i t y , 

a n d i n a l l d i r e c t i o n s , f o r w a r d , b a c k w a r d , a n d s i d e 

w a y s . W h e n h e i n c l i n e s t o s u r p r i s e a n y o n e , w h o 

is t o o f a r f r o m h i m , h e c r eeps w i t h h i s s i d e t o 

w a r d s t h e p e r s o n , a n d h i s h e a d a v e r t e d , t i l l j u d g 

i n g h i s d i s t a n c e , h e t u r n s r o u n d , s p r i n g s u p o n 

h i m , a n d f a s t e n s u p o n t h e p a r t n e x t t o h i m ; f o r 

i t i s n o t t r u e w h a t i s s a i d , t h a t t h e C e r a s t e s does 

n o t l e a p o r s p r i n g . I s a w o n e o f t h e m a t C a i r o , 

i n t h e h o u s e o f J u l i a n a n d R o s a , c r a w l u p t h e s i d e 

o f a b o x , i n w h i c h t h e r e w e r e m a n y , a n d t h e r e l i e 

s t i l l as i f h i d i n g h i m s e l f , t i l l o n e o f t h e p e o p l e 

w h o b r o u g h t t h e m t o us , c a m e n e a r h i m , a n d 

t h o u g h i n a v e r y d i s a d v a n t a g e o u s p o s t u r e , s t i c k 

i n g , as i t w e r e , p e r p e n d i c u l a r t o t h e s i d e o f t h e 

b o x , h e l e a p e d n e a r t h e d i s t a n c e o f t h r e e f e e t , a n d 

* L u c . l i b . 9, 
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f a s t e n e d b e t w e e n t h e m a n ' s f o r e - f i n g e r a n d t h u m b , 

so as t o b r i n g t h e b l o o d . T h e f e l l o w s h e w e d n o 

s i g n o f e i t h e r p a i n o r f e a r , a n d w e k e p t h i m w i t h 

u s f u l l f o u r h o u r s , w i t h o u t h i s a p p l y i n g a n y s o r t 

o f r e m e d y , o r h i s s e e m i n g i n c l i n e d so t o d o . T o 

m a k e m y s e l f a s s u r e d t h a t t h e a n i m a l w a s i n i t s 

p e r f e c t s t a t e , I m a d e t h e m a n h o l d h i m b y t h e 

n e c k , so as t o f o r c e h i m t o o p e n h i s m o u t h , a n d 

l a c e r a t e t h e t h i g h o f a p e l i c a n , a b i r d I h a d t a m e d , 

as b i g as a s w a n . T h e b i r d d i e d i n a b o u t t h i r t e e n 

m i n u t e s , t h o u g h i t w a s a p p a r e n t l y a f f e c t e d i n fifty 

s e c o n d s ; a n d w e c a n n o t t h i n k t h i s w a s a f a i r t r i a l , 

b e c a u s e , a v e r y f e w m i n u t e s b e f o r e , i t h a d b i t t h e 

m a n , a n d so d i s c h a r g e d p a r t o f i t s v i r u s , a n d i t 

w a s m a d e t o s c r a t c h t h e p e l i c a n b y f o r c e , w i t h o u t 

a n y i r r i t a t i o n o r a c t i o n o f i t s o w n . " 

" I a p p r e h e n d t h i s t o b e t h e A s p i c , w h i c h C l e o 

p a t r a e m p l o y e d t o p r o c u r e h e r d e a t h . A l e x a n d r i a , 

p l e n t i f u l l y s u p p l i e d b y w a t e r , m u s t t h e n h a v e h a d 

f r u i t o f a l l k i n d s i n i t s g a r d e n s : t h e b a s k e t s o f figs 

m u s t h a v e c o m e f r o m t h e n c e , a n d t h e A s p i c o r 

C e r a s t e s t h a t w a s h i d i n t h e m , f r o m t h e a d j o i n i n g 

d e s e r t , w h e r e t h e y a r e p l e n t y t o t h i s d a y ; f o r t o 

t h e w e s t w a r d i n E g y p t , w h e r e t h e N i l e o v e r f l o w s , 

t h e r e is n o s o r t o f s e r p e n t s w h a t e v e r t h a t e v e r I 

s aw , n o r , as I h a v e b e f o r e s a i d , is t h e r e a n y o t h e r 

o f t h e m o r t a l k i n d t h a t I k n o w , i n t h o s e p a r t s o f 

A f r i c a a d j o i n i n g t o E g y p t , e x c e p t i n g t h e Ce ra s t e s . 

I t s h o u l d s e e m v e r y n a t u r a l f o r a n y o n e , w h o , 

f r o m m o t i v e s o f d i s t r e s s , ha s r e s o l v e d t o p u t a p e 

r i o d t o h i s e x i s t e n c e , e s p e c i a l l y w o m e n , a n d w e a k 

p e r s o n s , u n a c c u s t o m e d t o h a n d l e a r m s , t o seek 
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t h e g e n t l e s t m e t h o d t o f r e e t h e m s e l v e s f r o m t h e 

l o a d o f l i f e n o w b e c o m e i n s u p p o r t a b l e . T h i s , 

h o w e v e r , ha s n o t a l w a y s b e e n t h e case w i t h t h e 

a n c i e n t s . A r r i a , P o e t u s ' s w i f e , s t a b b e d h e r s e l f 

w i t h a d a g g e r , t o se t h e r h u s b a n d a n e x a m p l e t o 

d i e , w i t h t h i s m e m o r a b l e a s s u r a n c e , a f t e r g i v i n g 

h e r s e l f t h e b l o w , Poetus, it is not painful! P o r c i a , 

t h e w i f e o f B r u t u s , d i e d b y t h e b a r b a r o u s , a n d n o t 

o b v i o u s w a y o f p e r i s h i n g , b y s w a l l o w i n g f i r e ; t h e 

v i o l e n t a g i t a t i o n o f s p i r i t s p r e v a i l i n g o v e r t h e m o 

m e n t a r y d i f f e r e n c e i n t h e s u f f e r i n g . I t is n o t t o 

b e d o u b t e d b u t t h a t a w o m a n , h i g h - s p i r i t e d l i k e 

C l e o p a t r a , w a s a l s o a b o v e t h e m o m e n t a r y d i f f e r 

ences i n f e e l i n g ; a n d h a d t h e w a y i n w h i c h she 

d i e d n o t b e e n o r d i n a r y a n d u s u a l , she c e r t a i n l y 

w o u l d n o t h a v e a p p l i e d h e r s e l f t o t h e i n v e n t i o n o f 

a n e w o n e . W e a r e t h e r e f o r e t o l o o k u p o n h e r 

d y i n g b y t h e b i t e o f t h e C e r a s t e s as o n l y f o l l o w 

i n g t h e m a n n e r o f d e a t h w h i c h she h a d seen 

a d o p t e d b y t h o s e w h o i n t e n d e d t o d i e w i t h o u t 

t o r m e n t . G a l e n , s p e a k i n g o f t h e A s p i c i n t h e 

g r e a t c i t y o f A l e x a n d r i a , says , I h a v e seen h o w 

s p e e d i l y t h e y ( t h e A s p i c s ) o c c a s i o n e d d e a t h . 

W h e n e v e r a n y p e r s o n is c o n d e m n e d t o d i e w h o m 

t h e y w i s h t o e n d q u i c k l y a n d w i t h o u t t o r m e n t , 

t h e y p u t t h e v i p e r t o h i s b r e a s t , a n d s u f f e r i n g 

h i m t h e r e t o c r e e p a l i t t l e , t h e m a n is p r e s e n t l y 

k i l l e d . P a u s a n i a s s p e a k s o f p a r t i c u l a r s e r p e n t s 

t h a t w e r e t o be f o u n d i n A r a b i a , a m o n g t h e b a l 

s a m - t r e e s , s e v e r a l o f w h i c h I p r o c u r e d , b o t h a l i v e 

a n d d e a d , w h e n I b r o u g h t t h e t r e e f r o m B e d e r 

H u n e i n ; b u t t h e y w e r e s t i l l t h e s a m e spec ies o f 
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s e r p e n t , o n l y s o m e f r o m sex , a n d s o m e f r o m w a n t 

o f a g e , h a d n o t t h e h o r n s , t h o u g h i n e v e r y o t h e r 

r e s p e c t t h e y c o u l d n o t b e m i s t a k e n . I b n S i n a , 

c a l l e d b y t h e E u r o p e a n s A v i c e n n a , has d e s c r i b e d 

t h i s a n i m a l v e r y e x a c t l y . H e says i t is f r e q u e n t 

i n S c h e m ( t h a t i s , t h e c o u n t r y a b o u t t h e s o u t h o f 

D a m a s c u s ) , a n d a l so i n E g y p t ; a n d h e m a k e s a 

v e r y g o o d o b s e r v a t i o n o n t h e i r m a n n e r s ; t h a t t h e y 

d o n o t g o o r w a l k s t r a i g h t , b u t b y c o n t r a c t i n g 

t h e m s e l v e s ; b u t i n t h e l a t t e r p a r t o f h i s d e s c r i p 

t i o n h e seems n o t t o h a v e k n o w n t h e s e r p e n t h e is 

s p e a k i n g o f , b e c a u s e h e says i t s b i t e i s c u r e d i n 

t h e s a m e m a n n e r as t h a t o f t h e V i p e r a n d Ce ra s t e s , 

b y w h i c h i t i s i m p l i e d t h a t t h e a n i m a l h e w a s d e 

s c r i b i n g w a s n o t a Ce ras t e s , a n d t h e Ce ras t e s i s 

n o t a V i p e r , b o t h o f w h i c h a s s e r t i o n s a re f a l s e . " 

" A l o n g d i s s e r t a t i o n , " a d d s M r . B r u c e , " w o u l d 

r e m a i n o n t h e i n c a n t a t i o n o f s e r p e n t s . T h e r e is 

n o d o u b t o f i t s r e a l i t y : t h e S c r i p t u r e s a re f u l l o f 

i t : a l l t h a t h a v e b e e n i n E g y p t h a v e seen as m a n y 

d i f f e r e n t i n s t a n c e s as t h e y chose . S o m e h a v e 

d o u b t e d t h a t i t w a s a t r i c k , a n d t h a t t h e a n i m a l s so 

h a n d l e d , h a d b e e n f i r s t t r a i n e d , a n d t h e n d i s a r m e d 

o f t h e i r p o w e r o f h u r t i n g ; a n d , f o n d o f t h e d i s c o 

v e r y , t h e y h a v e r e s t e d t h e m s e l v e s u p o n i t , w i t h o u t 

e x p e r i m e n t , i n t h e f a c e o f a l l a n t i q u i t y . B u t I 

w i l l n o t h e s i t a t e t o a v e r , t h a t I h a v e seen a t C a i r o 

( a n d t h i s m a y b e seen d a i l y , w i t h o u t t r o u b l e o r 

e x p e n c e ) , a m a n w h o c a m e f r o m a b o v e t h e C a t a 

c o m b s , w h e r e t h e p i t s o f t h e m u m m y b i r d s a r e 

k e p t , w h o has t a k e n a Ce ra s t e s w i t h h i s n a k e d 

h a n d , f r o m a n u m b e r o f o t h e r s l y i n g a t t h e b o t t o m 

v . i n . p . 1 1 . Q6 
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o f t h e t u b , ha s p u t i t u p o n h i s b a r e h e a d , c o v e t e d 

i t w i t h t h e c o m m o n r e d c a p h e w e a r s , t h e n t a k e n 

i t o u t , p u t i t i n h i s b r e a s t , a n d t i e d i t a b o u t h i s 

n e c k l i k e a n e c k l a c e ; a f t e r w h i c h i t has b e e n a p 

p l i e d t o a h e n , a n d b i t i t , w h i c h has d i e d i n a f e w 

m i n u t e s ; a n d , t o c o m p l e t e t h e e x p e r i m e n t , t h e 

m a n has t a k e n i t b y t h e n e c k , a n d , b e g i n n i n g a t 

t h e t a i l , has a t e i t , as o n e w o u l d d o a c a r r o t o r a 

s t o c k o f c e l e r y , w i t h o u t a n y s e e m i n g r e p u g 

n a n c e . " 
4 6 W e k n o w f r o m h i s t o r y , t h a t w h e r e a n y c o u n 

t r y h a s b e e n r e m a r k a b l y i n f e s t e d w i t h s e r p e n t s , 

t h e r e t h e p e o p l e h a v e b e e n s c r e e n e d b y t h i s s ec re t . 

T h e P s y l l i a n d M a r m a r i d e s o f o l d u n d o u b t e d l y 

w e r e d e f e n d e d i n t h i s m a n n e r . " 

Ad quorum cantus mites jacuere Carastae*. 
Sil. Ital. lib. 3. 

44 To leave ancient history, I can myself avouch, 

t h a t a l l t h e b l a c k p e o p l e i n t h e k i n g d o m o f S e n -

n a a r , w h e t h e r F u n g e o r N u b a , a re p e r f e c t l y a r m e d 

a g a i n s t t h e b i t e o f e i t h e r s c o r p i o n o r v i p e r . T h e y 

t a k e t h e C e r a s t e s i n t h e i r h a n d s a t a l l t i m e s , p u t 

t h e m i n t h e i r b o s o m s , a n d t h r o w t h e m a t o n e a n 

o t h e r as c h i l d r e n d o a p p l e s o r b a l l s , w i t h o u t h a v i n g 

i r r i t a t e d t h e m b y t h i s u s a g e so m u c h as t o b i t e . 

T h e A r a b s h a v e n o t t h i s s e c r e t n a t u r a l l y , b u t 

f r o m t h e i r i n f a n c y t h e y a c q u i r e a n e x e m p t i o n 

f r o m t h e m o r t a l c o n s e q u e n c e s a t t e n d i n g t h e b i t e 

o f t he se a n i m a l s , b y c h e w i n g a c e r t a i n r o o t , a n d 

* Tame at whose spell the charm'd Cerastes lay. 
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w a s h i n g t h e m s e l v e s ( i t i s n o t a n o i n t i n g ) w i t h a n 

i n f u s i o n o f c e r t a i n p l a n t s i n w a t e r . O n e d a y , 

w h e n I w a s s i t t i n g w i t h t h e b r o t h e r o f S h e k h 

A d e l a n , p r i m e m i n i s t e r o f S e n n a a r , a s l a v e o f h i s 

b r o u g h t a Ce ras t e s , w h i c h h e h a d j u s t t a k e n o u t 

o f a h o l e , a n d w a s u s i n g w i t h e v e r y s o r t o f f a m i 

l i a r i t y . I t o l d h i m m y s u s p i c i o n t h a t t h e t e e t h 

h a d b e e n d r a w n , b u t h e a s s u r e d m e t h e y w e r e n o t , 

as d i d h i s m a s t e r K i t t o n , w h o t o o k i t f r o m h i m , 

w o u n d i t r o u n d h i s a r m , a n d a t m y d e s i r e o r d e r e d 

t h e s e r v a n t t o c a r r y i t h o m e w i t h m e . I t o o k a 

c h i c k e n b y t h e n e c k , a n d m a d e i t f l u t t e r b e f o r e 

h i m ; h i s s e e m i n g i n d i f f e r e n c e l e f t h i m , a n d h e b i t 

i t w i t h g r e a t s i g n s o f a n g e r : t h e c h i c k e n d i e d 

a l m o s t i m m e d i a t e l y * : I s ay h i s s e e m i n g i n d i f f e r 

e n c e , f o r I c o n s t a n t l y o b s e r v e d , t h a t , h o w e v e r 

l i v e l y t h e v i p e r w a s b e f o r e , y e t u p o n b e i n g se i zed 

b y a n y o f t he se b a r b a r i a n s , h e s e e m e d as i f t a k e n 

w i t h s i c k n e s s , a n d f eeb l enes s , f r e q u e n t l y s h u t h i s 

eyes , a n d n e v e r t u r n e d h i s m o u t h t o w a r d s t h e a r m 

o f t h e p e r s o n t h a t h e l d h i m . I a s k e d K i t t o n h o w 

t h e y c a m e t o b e e x e m p t e d f r o m t h i s m i s c h i e f ? H e 

s a i d t h e y w e r e b o r n so, a n d so s a i d t h e g r a v e a n d 

r e s p e c t a b l e m e n a m o n g t h e m . M a n y o f t h e 

l i g h t e r a n d l o w e r s o r t t a l k e d o f e n c h a n t m e n t s b y 

w o r d s a n d b y w r i t i n g , b u t t h e y a l l k n e w h o w t o 

p r e p a r e a n y p e r s o n b y m e d i c i n e s , w h i c h w e r e d e 

c o c t i o n s o f h e r b s a n d r o o t s . I h a v e seen m a n y 

t h u s a r m e d f o r a season, d o p r e t t y m u c h t h e s a m e 

* Might not this have happened from the tooth piercing the* 
gpinaf marrow; and would not the same effect have happened, had 
the chicken been pierced with a pin ? 
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f e a t s as t h o s e w h o possessed t h e e x e m p t i o n n a t u 

r a l l y : t h e d r u g s w e r e g i v e n m e , a n d I s e v e r a l 

t i m e s a r m e d m y s e l f , as I t h o u g h t , r e s o l v e d t o t r y 

t h e e x p e r i m e n t ; b u t m y h e a r t a l w a y s f a i l e d m e 

w h e n I e a m e t o t h e t r i a l ; b e c a u s e a m o n g t he se 

w r e t c h e d p e o p l e i t w a s a p r e t e n c e t h e y m i g h t v e r y 

p r o b a b l y h a v e s h e l t e r e d t h e m s e l v e s u n d e r , t h a t I 

w a s a C h r i s t i a n , a n d t h a t t h e r e f o r e i t h a d n o e f f e c t 

u p o n m e . I h a v e s t i l l r e m a i n i n g b y m e a s m a l l 

q u a n t i t y o f t h i s r o o t , b u t n e v e r h a d a n o p p o r t u 

n i t y o f t r y i n g t h e e x p e r i m e n t . " 

T h e Ce ra s t e s o f t e n m a k e s i t s a p p e a r a n c e a m o n g 

t h e n u m e r o u s h i e r o g l y p h i c f i g u r e s o n t h e v a r i o u s 

r e m a i n s o f E g y p t i a n a n t i q u i t y ; a n d is p a r t i c u l a r l y 

c o n s p i c u o u s o n a p a i r o f l a r g e s c u l p t u r e d s tones 

b r o u g h t f r o m A l e x a n d r i a , a n d p r e s e r v e d i n t h e 

B r i t i s h M u s e u m , a n d w h i c h , p r o b a b l y , m a d e a 

p a r t o f t h e c o r n i c e o f s o m e m a g n i f i c e n t t e m p l e . 

T h i s a n i m a l , l i k e s o m e o t h e r p o i s o n o u s s e rpen t s ; 

i s s u p p o s e d t o b e v i v i p a r o u s . 

T h e a d m i r a b l e figure o f t h e Ce ra s t e s , i n t h e 

A p p e n d i x t o M r . B r u c e ' s T r a v e l s , i s d e s e r v i n g o f 

t h e h i g h e s t c o m m e n d a t i o n , a n d i n f i n i t e l y s u r 

passes e v e r y p r i o r r e p r e s e n t a t i o n o f t h e a n i m a l . I t 

i s , t h e r e f o r e , o n a c c o u n t o f i t s s u p e r i o r m e r i t , se

l e c t e d f o r t h e p r e s e n t p u b l i c a t i o n . 
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Coluber Nasicornis. C. subolivaceofilavescens nigro variatus* 
fascia lateraliflexuosa pallida, naso bkorni. 

Subolivaceo-flavescent Snake, with black variegations, pale 
flexuous lateral band, and two-horned snout. 

Coluber Nasicornis. C. subolivaceo-ferrvgineus, nigro irroratus 
maculis dorsalibus pallidis nigro circumscriptis, fascia laterali 
undulata pallida. 

Olive-brown Snake, freckled wi th blackish, wi th a row of pale 
dorsal spots surrounded by black, and a flexuous pale fascia 
on the sides. Naturalist's Miscellany, pi. 04. 

Abdominal plates 127, subcaudal scales 32 pair. 

THIS highly remarkable Snake was first pub

l i s h e d i n t h e N a t u r a l i s t ' s M i s c e l l a n y , a n d w a s , 

p r i o r t o t h e p e r i o d o f i t s i n t r o d u c t i o n i n t o t h a t 

w o r k , a p e r f e c t l y n e w a n d u n d e s c r i b e d spec ies . 

I s h a l l t h e r e f o r e r e p e a t , w i t h v e r y s l i g h t v a r i a 

t i o n s , m y f o r m e r d e s c r i p t i o n . 

T h e S n a k e h e r e r e p r e s e n t e d , a d d s t o t h e n u m 

b e r o f t h o s e m a l i g n a n t r e p t i l e s w h o s e b i t e , i n t h e 

h o t t e r r e g i o n s o f t h e g l o b e , p r o v e s t h e d r e a d f u l 

f o r e r u n n e r o f a s p e e d y a n d p a i n f u l d e a t h . I f a t 

t h e f i r s t g l a n c e o f m o s t o f t h e s e r p e n t t r i b e a n i n 

v o l u n t a r y s o r t o f h o r r o r a n d a l a r m is so o f t e n f e l t 

b y t h o s e w h o a re u n a c c u s t o m e d t o t h e e x a m i n a 

t i o n o f t he se a n i m a l s , h o w m u c h g r e a t e r d r e a d 

m u s t t h e u n e x p e c t e d v i e w o f t h e species h e r e e x 

h i b i t e d b e s u p p o s e d t o i n f l i c t ? w h e n t o t h e g e n e 

r a l f o r m o f t h e c r e a t u r e is s u p e r a d d e d t h e p e c u l i a r 

f i e r c e n e s s a n d f o r b i d d i n g t o r v i t y w i t h w h i c h N a 

t u r e has m a r k e d i t s c o u n t e n a n c e ; d i s t i n g u i s h e d 
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jby t h e v e r y u n c o m m o n a p p e a r a n c e o f t w o l a r g e 

a n d s h a r p - p o i n t e d h o r n s , s i t u a t e d , n o t as i n t h e 

C e r a s t e s , a b o v e t h e eyes , b u t o n t h e t o p o f t h e 

n o s e o r a n t e r i o r p a r t o f t h e u p p e r j a w . T h e s e 

h o r n s s t a n d n e a r l y u p r i g h t , b u t i n c l i n e s l i g h t l y 

b a c k w a r d s a n d a l i t t l e o u t w a r d s o n e a c h s ide , a n d 

a r e o f a s u b s t a n c e n o t a b s o l u t e l y h o r n y , b u t i n s o m e 

d e g r e e flexible: t h e i r shape is s o m e w h a t t r i a n g u l a r 

o r t h r e e - s i d e d : t h e } 7 a r e a b o u t h a l f a n i n c h i n 

l e n g t h , a n d a t t h e f o r e p a r t o f t h e base o f e a c h 

s t a n d s a n u p r i g h t s t r o n g sca le , o f n e a r l y t h e s a m e 

s h a p e w i t h t h e h o r n i t s e l f , a n d t h u s g i v i n g t h e 

a p p e a r a n c e o f a m u c h s m a l l e r p a i r o f h o r n s * T h e 

m o u t h is f u r n i s h e d w i t h e x t r e m e l y l a r g e a n d l o n g 

f a n g s o r t u b u l a r t e e t h , s i t u a t e d as i n o t h e r p o i s o n o u s 

s e r p e n t s , a n d c a p a b l e o f i n f l i c t i n g t h e m o s t severe 

w o u n d s : t w o o f t h e s e f a n g s a p p e a r o n e a c h s ide o f 

t h e m o u t h ; t h e h i n d e r p a i r b e i n g s m a l l e r t h a n t h e 

o t h e r s . T h e l e n g t h o f t h i s a n i m a l is a b o u t t h i r t y -

f i v e i n c h e s . I t s c o l o u r is a y e l l o w i s h o l i v e - b r o w n , 

v e r y t h i c k l y s p r i n k l e d a l l o v e r w i t h m i n u t e b l a c k 

i s h s p e c k s ; a l o n g t h e w h o l e l e n g t h o f t h e b a c k is 

p l a c e d a ser ies o f y e l l o w i s h - b r o w n o b l o n g spo t s o r 

m a r k s , e a c h o f w h i c h i s i m b e d d e d i n a p a t c h o f 

b l a c k ; a n d o n e a c h s i d e o f t h e b o d y , f r o m h e a d 

t o t a i l , r u n s a n a c u t e l y - f l e x u o u s o r z i g z a g l i n e o r 

* It is remarkable that some of the older writers f speak of a 
kind of Cerastes wi th four horns, or even more: i t is, therefore, 
not improbable that this species might have been seen by those, 
authors. 

f Solrnusy Albertusi JSJC. 
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n a r r o w b a n d o f a n o c h r e - c o l o u r : t h i s b a n d is 

b o u n d e d b e n e a t h b y a m u c h d e e p e r o r b l a c k e r 

s h a d e , t h a n o n t h e r e s t o f t h e b o d y : t h e b e l l y i s 

o f a d u l l o c h r e - c o l o u r o r c i n e r e o u s y e l l o w , f r e c k l e d 

w i t h b l a c k i s h s p o t s a n d m a r k i n g s ; a n d bes ides 

t h e s e a n u m b e r o f b l a c k spo t s o f d i f f e r e n t sizes a re 

h e r e a n d t h e r e d i s p e r s e d o v e r t h e w h o l e a n i m a l . 

T h e t a i l i s s o m e w h a t t h i n a n d s h o r t i n p r o p o r t i o n 

t o t h e b o d y . T h e scales o f t h i s spec ies a re h a r s h 

a n d s t i f f , a n d a r e v e r y s t r o n g l y c a r i n a t e d . T h e 

h e a d is c o v e r e d w i t h s m a l l sca les , a n d is m a r k e d 

o n i t s u p p e r p a r t b y a v e r y l a r g e l o n g i t u d i n a l 

p a t c h o f b r o w n , r u n n i n g o u t i n t o p o i n t e d p r o 

cesses a t t h e s ides , a n d b o u n d e d b y a space o f d u l l 

l e a d - c o l o u r o r c i n e r e o u s . T h e shape o f t h e h e a d 

is b r o a d a n d flattened: t h e c h e e k s a r e v a r i e d w i t h 

b l a c k i s h a n d y e l l o w m a r k s . 

T h e a n i m a l seems t o h a v e b e e n t a k e n a t a p e 

r i o d n o t f a r d i s t a n t f r o m t h a t o f c a s t i n g i t s s k i n ; 

s i n c e t h e e x t e r i o r sca les s epa ra t e e a s i l y f r o m t h e 

s u b j a c e n t ones , w h i c h t h e n a p p e a r o f a c l e a r e r 

a n d l i g h t e r c o l o u r t h a n b e f o r e , t h e y e l l o w i s h 

v a r i e g a t i o n s o n t h e s ides a p p r o a c h i n g a l m o s t t o 

w h i t e n e s s , w i t h d u s k y s p o t s a n d m a r k s . 

T h i s S n a k e e x h i b i t s a r i c h n e s s a n d m a g n i f i c e n c e 

i n t h e p a t t e r n o f i t s r o b e , w h i c h c a n n o t b e v i e w e d 

w i t h o u t a d m i r a t i o n , t h o u g h t h e c o l o u r s s e p a r a t e l y 

c o n s i d e r e d a re f a r f r o m b r i l l i a n t ; a n d , l i k e t h o s e 

o n t h e p l u m a g e o f t h e W r y n e c k , p r o d u c e t h e i r 

e f f e c t f r o m t h e c u r i o u s m a n n e r i n w h i c h t h e y a re 

d i s p o s e d a n d b l e n d e d . 
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T h e H o r n - N o s e S n a k e i s s u p p o s e d t o b e a na^ 

t i v e o f t h e i n t e r i o r p a r t s o f A f r i c a . T h e s p e c i m e n 

w a s o b t a i n e d f r o m t h e m a s t e r o f a G u i n e a vessel 

b y t h e R e v . E d w a r d C h a r l e s J e n k i n s , o f C h a r l e s -

T o w n , i n S o u t h C a r o l i n a , b y w h o m i t w a s p r e 

s e n t e d t o t h e B r i t i s h M u s e u m . 

C R O T A L I N E S N A K E . 

Coluber Crotalinus. C. cinereus, supra maculis magnis nigrican-
tibus alternis, subtusJlavescensfusco irroratus. 

Cinereus Snake, marked above with large alternate blackish 
spots ; beneath yellow, freckled with brown. 

Coluber Crotalinus. Lin. Syst. Nat. Gmel. p. 1094. 
Abdominal scuta 154, subcaudal scuta 43. 

THIS, says Linnaeus, is a large species, with the 

h a b i t o f a R a t t l e - S n a k e : c o l o u r c i n e r e o u s , m a r k e d 

a b o v e w i t h l a r g e , a l t e r n a t e , b l a c k i s h s p o t s ; t h e 

u n d e r p a r t s y e l l o w i s h , f r e c k l e d w i t h b r o w n : h e a d 

c o r d a t e , e y e l i d s p r o t u b e r a n t ; t a i l a b o u t o n e se

v e n t h o f t h e l e n g t h o f t h e b o d y , a n d f u r n i s h e d 

w i t h s c u t e l l a as i n o t h e r C o l u b r i . A s p e c i m e n o f 

t h i s S n a k e , i n t h e B r i t i s h M u s e u m , i s a b o u t t h e size 

o f t h e B o a C a n i n a : t h e h e a d is b r o a d , a n d o b t u s e l y 

t r i g o n a l ; t h e scales a r e c a r i n a t e d , a n d t h e b o d y 

seems t o h a v e b e e n b a n d e d w i t h b r o w n , b u t t h e 

s p e c i m e n b e i n g m u c h f a d e d , t h e d i s p o s i t i o n o f i t s 

c o l o u r s c a n n o t b e v e r y e x a c t l y d e t e r m i n e d . T h e 

n u m b e r o f a b d o m i n a l s c u t a i n t h i s s p e c i m e n is 

1 5 0 , a n d o f s u b c a u d a l squamae 4 0 . 
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C L O T H O . 

Coluber Clotho. C. griseo-luteus, fasciis nnmerosis undulatis 
transversis nigris, subtus cinereus nigro variatus. 

Greyish-orange Snake, wi th numerous transverse undulated 
black bands, beneath ash-coloured, wi th black variegations. 

Vipera Bitin Ceilonica elegantissima. Seb. 2. t. 93. 

THIS appears from Seba's description and figure 

t o b e a l a r g e a n d r i c h l y v a r i e g a t e d species , m e a 

s u r i n g m o r e t h a n s i x f e e t i n l e n g t h : a n d b e i n g 

p r e t t y t h i c k i n p r o p o r t i o n : t h e h e a d is l a r g e , c o 

v e r e d w i t h s m a l l sca les , a n d s c a r c e d i s t i n g u i s h e d 

f r o m t h e b o d y b y a n y p e r c e p t i b l e n e c k : t h e c o 

l o u r o f t h e u p p e r p a r t s i s a s t r o n g o r a n g e - b r o w n , 

f r e c k l e d w i t h b l a c k s p e c k s , o n e a t t h e t i p o f e a c h 

sca le , a n d m a r k e d w i t h n u m e r o u s t r a n s v e r s e z i g 

z a g b a r s o f b l a c k ; w h i l e a b o u t t h e s ides a r e s e v e 

r a l s c a t t e r e d b l a c k s p o t s o f d i f f e r e n t f o r m s a n d 

s i z e s : t h e u n d e r p a r t s a re c i n e r e o u s , b a r r e d h e r e 

a n d t h e r e by n a r r o w t r a n s v e r s e b l a c k s t r i p e s : t h e 

t a i l o f m o d e r a t e l e n g t h , t h i n n e r t h a n t h e b o d y , 

a n d g r a d u a l l y t a p e r s t o t h e e x t r e m i t y . T h i s s n a k e 

is a n a t i v e o f C e y l o n , a n d i s s u p p o s e d t o b e a p o i 

s o n o u s spec ies . 
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T h e H o r n - N o s e S n a k e i s s u p p o s e d t o b e a n a A 

t i v e o f t h e i n t e r i o r p a r t s o f A f r i c a . T h e s p e c i m e n 

w a s o b t a i n e d f r o m t h e m a s t e r o f a G u i n e a vesse l 

b y t h e R e v . E d w a r d C h a r l e s J e n k i n s , o f C h a r l e s -

T o w n , i n S o u t h C a r o l i n a , b y w h o m i t w a s p r e 

s e n t e d t o t h e B r i t i s h M u s e u m . 

C R O T A L I N E S N A K E . 

Coluber Crotalinus. C. cinereus, supra maculis magnis nigrican-
tibus alternis, subtusfiaxescens fusco irroratus. 

Cinereus Snake, marked above with large alternate blackish 
spots; beneath yellow, freckled with brown. 

Coluber Crotalinus. Lin. Syst. Nat. Gmel.p. 1094. 
Abdominal scuta 154, subcaudal scuta 43. 

THIS, says Linnaeus, is a large species, with the 

h a b i t o f a R a t t l e - S n a k e : c o l o u r c i n e r e o u s , m a r k e d 

a b o v e w i t h l a r g e , a l t e r n a t e , b l a c k i s h s p o t s ; t h e 

u n d e r p a r t s y e l l o w i s h , f r e c k l e d w i t h b r o w n : h e a d 

c o r d a t e , e y e l i d s p r o t u b e r a n t ; t a i l a b o u t o n e se

v e n t h o f t h e l e n g t h o f t h e b o d y , a n d f u r n i s h e d 

w i t h s c u t e l l a as i n o t h e r C o l u b r i . A s p e c i m e n o f 

t h i s S n a k e , i n t h e B r i t i s h M u s e u m , i s a b o u t t h e s ize 

o f t h e B o a C a n i n a : t h e h e a d is b r o a d , a n d o b t u s e l y 

t r i g o n a l ; t h e scales a r e c a r i n a t e d , a n d t h e b o d y 

seems t o h a v e b e e n b a n d e d w i t h b r o w n , b u t t h e 

s p e c i m e n b e i n g m u c h f a d e d , t h e d i s p o s i t i o n o f i t s 

c o l o u r s c a n n o t b e v e r y e x a c t l y d e t e r m i n e d . T h e 

n u m b e r o f a b d o m i n a l s c u t a i n t h i s s p e c i m e n is 

1 5 0 , a n d o f s u b c a u d a l squamae 4 0 . 
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C L O T H O . 

Coluber Clotho. C. griseo-luteus, fasciis nvmerosis undulatis 
transversis nigris, subtus cinereus nigro variatus. 

Greyish-orange Snake, wi th numerous transverse undulated 
black bands, beneath ash-coloured, wi th black variegations. 

Vipera Bitin Ceilonica elegantissima. Seb. 2. t. 93. 

THIS appears from Seba's description and figure 

t o b e a l a r g e a n d r i c h l y v a r i e g a t e d spec ies , m e a 

s u r i n g m o r e t h a n s i x f e e t i n l e n g t h : a n d b e i n g 

p r e t t y t h i c k i n p r o p o r t i o n : t h e h e a d is l a r g e , c o 

v e r e d w i t h s m a l l sca les , a n d s c a r c e d i s t i n g u i s h e d 

f r o m t h e b o d y b y a n y p e r c e p t i b l e n e c k : t h e c o 

l o u r o f t h e u p p e r p a r t s i s a s t r o n g o r a n g e - b r o w n , 

f r e c k l e d w i t h b l a c k s p e c k s , o n e a t t h e t i p o f e a c h 

sca le , a n d m a r k e d w i t h n u m e r o u s t r a n s v e r s e z i g 

z a g b a r s o f b l a c k ; w h i l e a b o u t t h e s ides a r e s eve 

r a l s c a t t e r e d b l a c k s p o t s o f d i f f e r e n t f o r m s a n d 

s i z e s : t h e u n d e r p a r t s a r e c i n e r e o u s , b a r r e d h e r e 

a n d t h e r e b y n a r r o w t r a n s v e r s e b l a c k s t r i p e s : t h e 

t a i l o f m o d e r a t e l e n g t h , t h i n n e r t h a n t h e b o d y , 

a n d g r a d u a l l y t a p e r s t o t h e e x t r e m i t y . T h i s s n a k e 

is a n a t i v e o f C e y l o n , a n d is s u p p o s e d t o b e a p o i 

s o n o u s spec ies . 
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JLACHESIS. 

Coluber Lachesis, C. griseojlavescenst fitsco variatust squamis-
laxis carinqtis, capite indistincto, cauda brevi. 

Yellowish-grey Snake, variegated with brown, wi th loose cap 
rinated spales, indistinct head, and short ta i l . 

Serpens Ceilonica P>itin dicta. Seb. 2. t. 94>.f. 2. 

THIS remarkable snake is figured and slightly 

d e s c r i b e d b y Seba , w h o i n f o r m s u s t h a t i t i s a 

n a t i v e of t h e i s l a n d o f C e y l o n , w h e r e i t is k n o w n 

b y t h e n a m e o f Bitin. I t s c o l o u r i s a r i c h a n d 

s o m e w h a t i r r e g u l a r v a r i e g a t i o n o f d e e p a n d l i g h t 

b r o w n , d i s p o s e d i n t h e f o r m o f s t r e a k s a n d 

p a t c h e s o n a y e j l o w i s h - g r e y g r o u n d : t h e scales , 

w h i c h i n m a n y p a r t s a r e t i p p e d w i t h w h i t e , a re 

l a r g e , s t r o n g l y c a r i n a t e d , a n d fixed o n l y a t t h e 

base, w h i l e t h e r e m a i n d e r i s Joose o r f r e e : i n c o n 

s e q u e n c e o f t h i s d i s p o s i t i o n o f t h e scales , t h e 

a n i m a l , w h i l e m o v i n g , i s s a i d t o m a k e a k i n d o f 

r u s t l i n g s o u n d , b y e l e v a t i n g a n d d e p r e s s i n g t h e m , 

a n d e v e n s o m e t i m e s s h a k i n g o f f s u c h as h a p p e n 

t o b e i n a n y d e g r e e l o o s e : t h e s c u t a o r u n d e r 

sca les a r e b r o a d , o f a p a l e c o l o u r , a n d m a r k e d b y 

n u m e r o u s , s m a l l , i r r e g u l a r , d u s k y , o r b l a c k i s h 

spo t s . I t is a p o i s o n o u s spec ies , b e i n g a r m e d 

w i t h l a r g e f a n g s , a n d , f r o m i t s g e n e r a l f o r m a n d 

p r o p o r t i o n s , a p p e a r s t o b e a n a n i m a l o f v e r y c o n 

s i d e r a b l e s t r e n g t h : t h e h e a d i s n o t d i s t i n g u i s h e d 

i n s ize f r o m t h e b o d y b y a n y a p p e a r a n c e o f n e c k 

o r c o n t r a c t i o n : t h e m a l e i s d e e p e r c o l o u r e d t h a n 

t h e f e m a l e , a n d seems t o h a v e a l a r g e r b o d y a n c j 
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a m o r e s l e n d e r t a i l . T h e g e n e r a l l e n g t h o f t h i s 

s n a k e seems t o b e a b o u t f o u r o r f i v e f e e t , a n d t h e 

t a i l i s s h o r t i n p r o p o r t i o n t o t h e b o d y . I t does 

n o t a p p e a r t o h a v e b e e n k n o w n t o L i n n a e u s , w h o , 

r e l y i n g o n h i s s p e c i f i c c h a r a c t e r s t a k e n f r o m t h e 

n u m b e r o f s c u t a a n d squamae, seems t o h a v e 

n e g l e c t e d a l m o s t e y e r y species , h o w e v e r r e m a r k 

a b l e , d e s c r i b e d o r figured b y o t h e r a u t h o r s , w h e r e 

t h o s e p a r t i c u l a r s c o u l d n o t b e a s c e r t a i n e d . 

VAR. ? 

Seb. 2. t. 30. 

THIS is probably a variety of the preceding, 

f r o m w h i c h i t d i f f e r s i n b e i n g o f a s o m e w h a t 

s h o r t e r f o r m i n p r o p o r t i o n , w i t h t h e t a i l r e m a r k 

a b l y s h o r t , t h i c k , a n d s u d d e n l y t a p e r i n g t o a n 

o b t u s e p o i n t . I t s v a r i e g a t i o n s a re v e r y n e a r l y 

s i m i l a r t o t h o s e o f t h e f o r m e r . 

T h e r e c a n b e n o o c c a s i o n t o w a r n t h e s c i e n t i f i c 

r e a d e r , t h a t as t h e t w o p r e c e d i n g species a r e d e 

s c r i b e d m e r e l y f r o m t h e i r g e n e r a l a p p e a r a n c e , t h e 

s p e c i f i c c h a r a c t e r s a n n e x e d m u s t , o f c o u r s e , b e 

r e c e i v e d w i t h s o m e d e g r e e o f l a t i t u d e . 
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A T R O P O S . 

Coluber Atropos. C. canus maculis rotundis magnis fastis alba 
marginatis in serie quadruplici dispositis. 

Grey Snake, wi th a quadruple series of large round brbwn 
spots wi th white margins. 

Coluber Atropos. Lin. Syst. Nat. p. 275. 
Abdominal scuta 131, subcaudal squama? 22. 

THIS is a species of a thick and short form, 

s c a r c e l y e x c e e d i n g fifteen o r s i x t e e n i n c h e s i n 

l e n g t h : t h e h e a d is l a r g e a n d v i p e r i n e , m a r k e d 

w i t h f o u r o r five l a r g e d u s k y spo t s , a n d c o v e r e d w i t h 

s m a l l scales : t h e r e m a i n d e r o f t h e a n i m a l is p a l e 

b r o w n , m a r k e d a l l a l o n g t h e u p p e r p a r t b y f o u r * 

r o w s o f v e r y l a r g e , a l t e r n a t e , r o u n d , b l a c k spo t s 

b o r d e r e d w i t h w h i t e : t h e a b d o m e n is a s h - c o l o u r e d : 

t h e t a i l v e r y s h o r t , m e a s u r i n g a b o u t a n i n t h p a r t o f 

t h e w h o l e l e n g t h : t h e sca les o n a l l t h e u p p e r p a r t s 

a r e o f a s l i g h t l y s h a r p e n e d f o r m , a n d c a r i n a t e d . 

I t is a n a t i v e o f A m e r i c a , a n d i s c o n s i d e r e d as a n 

e x t r e m e l y p o i s o n o u s s e r p e n t . F r o m i t s r e m a r k 

a b l e p a t t e r n , a n d t h e s ize o f i t s spo ts , i t i s a spe

c i e s v e r y e a s i l y d i s t i n g u i s h e d . 

* In a beautiful specimen in the Leverian Museum there seem 
to be only three rows of spots. 
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A L E C T O . 

Coluber Alecto. C. albidtts, dorso maculis reticularis riombeatis 
fvscis, capite cordatoferrugineo, stria laterali nigra. 

Whitish Snake, with reticular rhomboid brown spots along 
the back, and cordated ferruginous head with a black lateral 
stripe. 

Coluber Ceilonicus, longissimus, perniciosus, torvus Ammo
dytes dictus. Seb. 2. p. 79- t. 76./. 1. 

A LARGE snake: length about five feet and a 

h a l f : h a b i t r a t h e r s l e n d e r t h a n t h i c k : h e a d v e r y 

l a r g e , f l a t t i s h , c o r d a t e d a t t h e b a c k p a r t , o f a 

p a l e f e r r u g i n o u s c o l o u r s p e c k l e d w i t h b l a c k , a n d 

m a r k e d o n e a c h s i d e b y a d e s c e n d i n g b l a c k s t r e a k 

f r o m t h e e y e t o t h e h i n d - h e a d : r e m a i n d e r o f t h e 

a n i m a l v e r y p a l e o r w h i t i s h g r e y , m a r k e d t h r o u g h 

o u t t h e w h o l e l e n g t h o f t h e b a c k b y a ser ies o f 

l a r g e , t r a n s v e r s e , r h o m b o i d , r e t i c u l a r p a t c h e s o f 

b r o w n , t h e p o i n t s o f w h i c h d e s c e n d o n t h e s ides 

so as a l m o s t t o r e a c h t h e a b d o m i n a l s c u t a : t a i l 

r a t h e r s h o r t , g r a d u a l l y t a p e r i n g , a n d t e r m i n a t i n g 

i n a h o r n y p o i n t e d e x t r e m i t y . N a t i v e o f C e y l o n : 

s a i d t o b e a p o i s o n o u s spec ies . 

VAR. ? 

SEBA figures a much smaller snake, of about 

t h r e e f e e t l o n g , w h i t e , w i t h a t i n g e o f b l o s s o m -

c o l o u r , a n d m a r k e d a b o v e as i n t h e f o r m e r , o f 

w h i c h i t m a y , p e r h a p s , be a y o u n g e r s p e c i m e n ; 

t h e d i f f e r e n c e s b e i n g n o t so g r e a t as e n t i r e l y t o 
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f o r b i d t h i s s u p p o s i t i o n . I t i s s a i d t o b e a n a t i v e 

o f A f r i c a . See Seb . 2 . p i . 8 2 . f . 2 . 

T I S I P H O N E . 

Coluber Tisiphone. C.fuscus immaculatus, corpore crasso. 
Brown thick-bodied Snake, without any variegations. 
Brown Viper. Catesb. Carol. 2. pi. 45. 

THIS, says Catesby, is of the size of the Black 

V i p e r ( A m e r i c a n ) , m e a s u r i n g a b o u t t w o f e e t i n 

l e n g t h , a n d l a r g e i n p r o p o r t i o n : i t is a l s o a v e r y 

s l o w - m o v i n g a n d s l u g g i s h r e p t i l e , a d v a n c i n g d e 

l i b e r a t e l y , e v e n t o escape d a n g e r : y e t w i l l d e f e n d 

i t s e l f w i t h m u c h fierceness w h e n a t t a c k e d , a n d i t s 

b i t e is s a i d t o b e as v e n o m o u s as a n y : i t r e t a i n s 

i t s b r o w n c o l o u r , i n a l l s t ages o f l i f e : i t i s f o u n d : 

i n V i r g i n i a , a n d C a r o l i n a , i n t h e l a s t o f w h i c h i t 

i s c a l l e d t h e T r u n c h e o n S n a k e : i t p r e y s o n L i 

z a r d s a n d o t h e r a n i m a l s . 

M E G A E R A . 

Coluber Megaera. C. fuseus, filavo variatus, capitc cordato dt-
presso, foramine utiinque magno inter oculos nares. 

Brown Snake,' wi th yellow variegations, flat cordate head, and 
a large orifice on each side between the eyes and nostrils.-

L a Vipere Fer-de-Lance, Cepede Serp. p. 121. pi, 5. 
Abdominal scuta 224, subcaudal Squamae 6*8. 

THIS is a large species, measuring, when; full-

g r o w n , five o r s i x f e e t , o r e v e n m o r e , i n l e n g t h . 
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I t i s a n a t i v e o f t h e i s l a n d o f M a r t i n i c o , a n d s o m e 

o f t h e n e i g h b o u r i n g i s l a n d s , a n d m a y j u s t l y b e 

c o n s i d e r e d as o n e o f t h e m o s t f o r m i d a b l e o f t h e 

T r a n s a t l a n t i c S e r p e n t s . T h e C o u n t d e C e p e d e 

v e r y p r o p e r l y o b s e r v e s , t h a t t h e n a m e o f Y e l l o w 

M a r t i n i c o S n a k e , b y w h i c h i t i s g e n e r a l l y c a l l e d 

i n t h e w o r k s o f v o y a g e r s , is h i g h l y i m p r o p e r , 

s i n c e y e l l o w is o f t e n n o t t h e p r e d o m i n a t i n g c o 

l o u r : t h a t o f a f i n e s p e c i m e n i n t h e B r i t i s h M u 

s e u m is a r i c h d e e p b r o w n , w i t h y e l l o w v a r i e g a 

t i o n s ; t h e b a c k b e i n g m a r k e d t h r o u g h o u t t h e 

w h o l e l e n g t h o f t h e a n i m a l b y p r e t t y n u m e r o u s , 

e q u i d i s t a n t , b r o k e n , a n d s l i g h t l y a l t e r n a t i n g b a r s 

o f d u l l y e l l o w , w h i c h , d e s c e n d i n g a n d j o i n i n g a t 

i n t e r v a l s w i t h t h e n e i g h b o u r i n g ones , f o r m o b 

s c u r e l y a n n u l a r a n d s o m e w h a t i r r e g u l a r m a r k i n g s 

o f s i m i l a r c o l o u r a l o n g t h e s ides , w i t h s t i l l m o r e 

o b s c u r e c r o s s i n g s o n t h e p a r t n e a r e s t t h e s c u t a , 

i n t e r m i x e d M a t h s m a l l e r p a t c h e s a n d s p o t s : t h e 

a b d o m e n is d u l l y e l l o w , c l o u d e d a n d s p e c k l e d o n 

t h e s ides w i t h p a l e b r o w n : t h e h e a d is l a r g e , f l a t , 

c o r d a t e , a n d c o v e r e d w i t h v e r y s m a l l c a r i n a t e d 

s c a l e s ; b u t t h e t e r m i n a l sca le o f t h e nose , a n d 

t h o s e a t t h e s ides o f t h e m o u t h , a re v e r y l a r g e : 

a b o v e e a c h e y e is a l so a v e r y l a r g e s c a l e : t h e n o s 

t r i l s a r e s m a l l , a n d b e t w e e n t h e m a n d t h e eyes o n 

e a c h s i d e i s a l a r g e o r i f i c e , t h e use o f w h i c h is p e r 

h a p s n o t d i s t i n c t l y u n d e r s t o o d , b u t w h i c h has 

b e e n r e g a r d e d as a passage t o t h e o r g a n o f h e a r 

i n g : t h e scales o n t h e Avhole u p p e r p a r t s o f t h e 

b o d y a re m o d e r a t e l y l a r g e , o v a t e , a n d c a r i n a t e d , 

t h e ba,ck s l i g h t l y e l e v a t e d , t h e s i de s r a t h e r s l o p i n g , . 
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a n d t h e a b d o m e n flattish: t h e t o t a l l e n g t h o f t h e 

i n d i v i d u a l n o w d e s c r i b e d , i n t h e B r i t i s h M u s e u m , 

i s s o m e t h i n g m o r e t h a n five f e e t , t h e b o d y b e i n g 

o f m o d e r a t e t h i c k n e s s i n p r o p o r t i o n : t h e t a i l m e a 

su res e i g h t i n c h e s , a n d g r a d u a l l y t a p e r s t o t h e 

e x t r e m i t y , w h i c h i s t e r m i n a t e d b y a s m a l l c a l l o u s 

o r h o r n y p o i n t o f a b o u t t h e e i g h t h o f a n i n c h i n 

l e n g t h . 

T h a t t h i s is a m o s t f o r m i d a b l e s e r p e n t , appears 

f r o m t h e l a r g e s ize o f t h e f a n g s , w h i c h a re o f t h e 

u s u a l c u r v e d f o r m , a n d m e a s u r e n e a r t h r e e q u a r 

t e r s o f a n i n c h i n l e n g t h . T h e p o i s o n is s a i d t o 

r e s e m b l e i n a p p e a r a n c e t h a t o f m o s t o t h e r s e r p e n t s , 

b e i n g a c l e a r y e l l o w i s h fluid, l i k e o l i v e o i l : t h e 

s y m p t o m s p r o d u c e d b y t h e b i t e a r e s u c h as f o l l o w 

f r o m t h a t o f t h e V i p e r , b u t i n a m u c h s t r o n g e r 

d e g r e e : w h e n p r e p a r i n g t o b i t e i t i s s a i d t o t h r o w 

i t s e l f i n t o a s p i r a l f o r m , a n d t o s p r i n g w i t h g r e a t 

r a p i d i t y o n i t s v i c t i m ; b u t a t o t h e r t i m e s t o b e 

r a t h e r s l o w o f m o t i o n , a n d o f a t o r p i d o r i n d o l e n t 

n a t u r e , c o n c e a l i n g i t s e l f b e n e a t h v a r i o u s v e g e 

t a b l e s , o r w i t h i n t h e h o l l o w s o f t rees , & c . a n d 

e v e n s o m e t i m e s i n c a v i t i e s u n d e r g r o u n d : i t is 

s a i d t o f r e q u e n t s u g a r p l a n t a t i o n s , f o r t h e s a k e o f 

t h e r a t s , w h i c h a b o u n d i n s u c h s i t u a t i o n s ; i t a l so 

p r e y s o n b i r d s , & c . t h e f e m a l e is r e p o r t e d t o g o 

s i x m o n t h s w i t h y o u n g , w h i c h she p r o d u c e s i n 

t h e m o n t h s o f A u g u s t a n d S e p t e m b e r , p e r f e c t l y 

f o r m e d , l i k e t h o s e o f t h e V i p e r , a n d v e r y n u m e 

r o u s , a m o u n t i n g t o t w e n t y , f o r t y , a n d e v e n , a c 

c o r d i n g t o s o m e a c c o u n t s , as m a n y as s i x t y : t h e y 

a re o b s e r v e d t o v a r y i n c o l o u r , s o m e o f t h e s a m e 
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b r o o d b e i n g y e l l o w , o t h e r s g r e y , a n d o t h e r s o f 

m i x e d c o l o u r s : i t is p r o b a b l e , h o w e v e r , t h a t t h e 

c o l o u r o f t h e f u l l - g r o w n a n i m a l i s a l w a y s s i m i l a r 

t o t h a t o f t h e i n d i v i d u a l a b o v e d e s c r i b e d . 

T h e C o u n t d e C e p e d e , i n h i s H i s t o r y o f Ser

p e n t s , g i v e s t h i s spec ies t h e t i t l e o f Fer de Lance, 

f r o m a f a n c i e d r e s e m b l a n c e b e t w e e n t h e shape o f 

t h e f l a t s u b t r i a n g u l a r space o n t h e m i d d l e o f t h e 

h e a d t o t h a t o f a s p e a r - h e a d o r h a l b e r t . T h e n u m 

b e r o f s c u t a i n t h e s m a l l s p e c i m e n d e s c r i b e d b y 

t h a t a u t h o r w a s 2 2 8 , a n d o f s u b c a u d a l squamae 

6 1 p a i r . I n t h e B r i t i s h M u s e u m s p e c i m e n a b o v e -

d e s c r i b e d , t h e n u m b e r o f t h e f o r m e r is 2 2 4 , a n d o f 

t h e l a t t e r 6 8 . 
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Coluber Naja. C. ferrugineo-jlavescejis, collo supra macula 
magna conspicillata albo nigroque varia notato. 

Ferruginous-yellow Snake, with the neck marked above by a 
large black and white spectacle-shaped spot. 

Coluber Naja . Lin. Syst. Nat. p. 382. 
Serpens Malabarica Cobra de Capello dicta. Seb. 2. t. 94 . / . 2. 
Serpens Indicus Noja dictus, & c . Seb. 2. t. 97. 
Abdominal scuta 193, subcaudal squama? 60. 

THE Coluber Naja, or Cobra de Capello, is a 

n a t i v e o f I n d i a , w h e r e i t appears T o b e o n e o f 

t h e m o s t c o m m o n , as w e l l as m o s t n o x i o u s , o f t h e 

S e r p e n t t r i b e ; v e r y f r e q u e n t l y p r o v i n g f a t a l , i n 

t h e space o f a f e w m i n u t e s , t o t h o s e w h o u n f o r t u 

n a t e l y e x p e r i e n c e i t s b i t e . I t s r e m a r k a b l e f o r m 

v . i n . P . 1 1 . 2 7 
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a n d c o l o u r s a re s u c h as t o d i s t i n g u i s h i t w i t h 

g r e a t ease f r o m a l m o s t e v e r y o t h e r s n a k e . I t s 

g e n e r a l l e n g t h seems t o b e t h r e e o r f o u r f e e t , a n d 

t h e d i a m e t e r o f t h e b o d y a b o u t a n i n c h a n d q u a r 

t e r : t h e h e a d is r a t h e r s m a l l t h a n l a r g e , a n d is 

c o v e r e d o n t h e f o r e p a r t w i t h l a r g e s m o o t h sca l e s ; 

r e s e m b l i n g , i n t h i s r e s p e c t , t h e m a j o r i t y o f i n 

n o x i o u s s e r p e n t s : t h e b a c k p a r t , s ides , a n d n e c k , 

w i t h s m a l l e r o v a t e s c a l e s ; a n d t h e r e m a i n d e r o f 

t h e a n i m a l , o n t h e u p p e r p a r t s , w i t h s m a l l , d i s 

t i n c t , o b l o n g - o v a l scales , n o t i l l r e s e m b l i n g t h e 

g e n e r a l f o r m o f a g r a i n o f r i c e . A t a s m a l l d i s 

t a n c e b e y o n d t h e h e a d is a l a t e r a l s w e l l i n g o r 

d i l a t a t i o n o f t h e s k i n , w h i c h i s c o n t i n u e d t o t h e 

d i s t a n c e o f a b o u t f o u r i n c h e s d o w n w a r d s , w h e r e 

t h e o u t l i n e g r a d u a l l y s i n k s i n t o t h e c y l i n d r i c 

f o r m o f t h e r e s t o f t h e b o d y . T h i s p a r t is e x 

t e n s i l e , a t t h e p l e a s u r e o f t h e a n i m a l ; a n d w h e n 

v i e w e d f r o m a b o v e , w h i l e i n i t s m o s t e x t e n d e d 

s t a t e , is o f a s o m e w h a t c o r d a t e d f o r m , o r w i d e r 

a t t h e u p p e r t h a n t h e l o w e r p a r t : i t i s m a r k e d 

a b o v e b y a v e r y l a r g e a n d c o n s p i c u o u s p a t c h o r 

s p o t , g r e a t l y r e s e m b l i n g t h e f i g u r e o f a p a i r o f 

s p e c t a c l e s ; t h e m a r k i t s e l f b e i n g w h i t e w i t h b l a c k 

edges , a n d t h e m i d d l e o f e a c h o f t h e r o u n d e d p a r t s 

b l a c k . T h i s m a r k is m o r e o r less d i s t i n c t i n d i f 

f e r e n t i n d i v i d u a l s , a n d a l s o v a r i e s o c c a s i o n a l l y i n 

s ize a n d f o r m , a n d i n s o m e is e v e n a l t o g e t h e r 

w a n t i n g . T h e u s u a l c o l o u r o f t h e a n i m a l i s a 

p a l e f e r r u g i n o u s b r o w n a b o v e ; t h e u n d e r p a r t s 

b e i n g o f a b l u e i s h w h i t e , s o m e t i m e s s l i g h t l y 
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t i n g e d w i t h p a l e b r o w n , o r y e l l o w : t h e t a i l , w h i c h 

i s o f m o d e r a t e l e n g t h , t a p e r s g r a d u a l l y , a n d t e r 

m i n a t e s i n a s l e n d e r , s h a r p - p o i n t e d e x t r e m i t y . 

T h i s f o r m i d a b l e r e p t i l e has o b t a i n e d i t s P o r t u 

g u e s e t i t l e o f Cobra de Capello o r hooded snake f r o m 

t h e a p p e a r a n c e w h i c h i t p r e s e n t s w h e n v i e w e d i n 

f r o n t i n a n i r r i t a t e d s t a t e , o r w h e n p r e p a r i n g t o 

b i t e ; a t w h i c h t i m e i t b e n d s t h e h e a d r a t h e r 

d o w n w a r d s , a n d seems h o o d e d , as i t w e r e , i n s o m e 

d e g r e e , b y t h e e x p a n d e d s k i n o f t h e n e c k . I n 

I n d i a i t is e v e r y w h e r e e x h i b i t e d p u b l i c l y as a 

s h o w , a n d is , o f c o u r s e , m o r e u n i v e r s a l l y k n o w n 

i n t h a t c o u n t r y t h a n a l m o s t a n y o t h e r o f t h e r a c e 

o f r e p t i l e s . I t is c a r r i e d a b o u t i n a c o v e r e d b a s k e t , 

a n d so m a n a g e d b y i t s p r o p r i e t o r s as t o a s s u m e , 

w h e n e x h i b i t e d , a k i n d o f d a n c i n g m o t i o n ; r a i s 

i n g i t s e l f u p o n i t s l o w e r p a r t , a n d a l t e r n a t e l y 

m o v i n g i t s h e a d a n d b o d y f r o m s i d e t o s i d e f o r 

s o m e m i n u t e s , t o t h e s o u n d o f s o m e m u s i c a l i n 

s t r u m e n t w h i c h is p l a y e d d u r i n g t h e t i m e . T h e 

I n d i a n j u g g l e r s , w h o t h u s e x h i b i t t h e a n i m a l , f i r s t 

d e p r i v e i t o f i t s f a n g s , b y w h i c h m e a n s t h e y a re 

s e c u r e d f r o m t h e d a n g e r o f i t s b i t e . 

D r . R u s s e l , i n h i s a c c o u n t o f e x p e r i m e n t s m a d e 

i n I n d i a w i t h t h i s s e r p e n t , obse rves , t h a t , as a g e 

n e r a l s t a n d a r d f o r a c o m p a r i s o n o f t h e e f f e c t o f i t s 

b i t e w i t h t h a t o f o t h e r p o i s o n o u s s e rpen t s , l i e 

n e v e r k n e w i t p r o v e m o r t a l t o a d o g i n less t h a n 

t w e n t y - s e v e n m i n u t e s , a n d t o a c h i c k e n i n less 

t h a n h a l f a m i n u t e . T h u s , f a t a l as i t i s , i t s p o i 

s o n seems n o t so s p e e d y i n o p e r a t i o n as t h a t o f 
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t h e R a t t l e - S n a k e , w h i c h has b e e n k n o w n t o k i l l a 

d o g i n t h e space o f t w o m i n u t e s . 

I n t h e m o n t h o f J u n e , 1 7 8 7 , a d o g b i t t e n b y 

a C o b r a d e C a p e l l o o n t h e i n s i d e o f t h e t h i g h , 

h o w l e d a t first, as i f i n s eve re p a i n : a f t e r t w o o r 

t h r e e m i n u t e s h e l a y d o w n , c o n t i n u i n g t o h o w l a n d 

m o a n : a f t e r t w e n t y m i n u t e s h e rose , b u t w i t h 

m u c h d i f f i c u l t y , b e i n g u n a b l e t o w a l k , a n d h i s 

w h o l e f r a m e a p p e a r e d g r e a t l y d i s o r d e r e d . H e s o o n 

l a y d o w n a g a i n , a n d i n a f e w m i n u t e s w a s se ized 

w i t h c o n v u l s i o n s , i n w h i c h h e e x p i r e d , t w e n t y -

s e v e n m i n u t e s a f t e r t h e b i t e . 

A l a r g e a n d v e r y s t o u t d o g w a s b i t t e n b y a n 

o t h e r C o b r a d e C a p e l l o o n t h e i n s i d e o f t h e t h i g h , 

w h i c h , i n a m i n u t e o r t w o , w a s d r a w n u p , w h i c h 

i s , i n g e n e r a l , t h e first s y m p t o m o f t h e p o i s o n h a v 

i n g t a k e n e f f e c t , l i e c o n t i n u e d , h o w e v e r , n e a r l y 

a n h o u r l o n g e r , w a l k i n g o n t h e t h r e e r e m a i n i n g 

l e g s , s e e m i n g n o t o t h e r w i s e d i s o r d e r e d ; b u t a f t e r 

t h i s t i m e , h e l a i d h i m s e l f a l o n g , i n g r e a t i n q u i e 

t u d e , h i s h e a d a n d t h r o a t b e i n g c o n v u l s e d i n a n 

u n c o m m o n d e g r e e ; h e m a d e s e v e r a l v a i n e f f o r t s 

t o r i s e ; h i s l e g s b e c a m e b o t h p a r a l y t i c , a n d a f t e r 

c o n t i n u i n g i n t h i s s t a t e n e a r a n h o u r , h e e x p i r e d . 

N o v . J 1 t h , a l a r g e d o g w a s b i t t e n b y a C o b r a 

d e C a p e l l o w h i c h h a d b e e n c a p t i v e o n l y t w o d a y s . 

H e c o m p l a i n e d a g o o d d e a l a t t h e i n s t a n t o f t h e 

b i t e , a n d t h e l e g w a s d r a w n u p s o o n . I n t w e n t y -

five m i n u t e s h e w a s s e i z e d w i t h c o n v u l s i o n s , s u c 

c e e d e d b y s t u p o r , i n w h i c h s t a t e h e l a y f o r t e n 

m i n u t e s : t h e c o n v u l s i o n s , h o w e v e r , r e t u r n e d , a n d 
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h e e x p i r e d i n a q u a r t e r o f a n h o u r ; b e i n g f i f t y - s i x 

m i n u t e s a f t e r t h e b i t e . 

A u g . Q t h , a C o b r a d e C a p e l l o , w h i c h h a d l o s t 

h i s t w o l o n g e s t f a n g s , b u t r e t a i n e d t w o o f t h e 

s e c o n d o r d e r , w a s m a d e t o b i t e a v e r y l a r g e s t o u t 

d o g . A t f i r s t t h e d o g c o m p l a i n e d l o u d l y , t h o u g h 

w i t h o u t d r a w i n g u p t h e t h i g h , o r s h e w i n g a n y 

o t h e r s y m p t o m o f p o i s o n : b u t , h a p p e n i n g a t t h i s 

t i m e t o b r e a k loose , h e w a s p u r s u e d , a n d , a f t e r a 

chase o f a n h o u r a n d a h a l f , w a s b r o u g h t b a c k , 

m u c h f a t i g u e d a n d h e a t e d . A f t e r r e s t i n g a q u a r 

t e r o f a n h o u r , w a t e r was o f f e r e d t o h i m , w h i c h 

w a s r e f u s e d , t h o u g h h e ea t s o m e m o r s e l s o f b r e a d 

t h r o w n i n t o i t . A b o u t a q u a r t e r o f a n h o u r a f t e r 

w a r d s h e b e c a m e m u c h d i s t u r b e d , g r e w e n t i r e l y 

o u t r a g e o u s , h o w l i n g v i o l e n t l y , s n a p p i n g a t a n d 

g n a w i n g t h e s t a k e t o w h i c h h e w a s t i e d w i t h 

i n c r e d i b l e f e r o c i t y . T h i s c o n t i n u e d a b o u t t h r e e 

h o u r s , w h e n , g r o w i n g f a i n t , h i s h o w l i n g s g r e w 

w e a k e r , h i s c o n v u l s i o n s i n c r e a s e d , a n d h e e x p i r e d 

i n a b o u t f o u r h o u r s a f t e r t h e b i t e . 

A p i g , b i t t e n b y a s n a k e o f t h i s k i n d , w h i c h 

h a d b e e n k e p t f o r m o r e t h a n s i x w e e k s , a n d f e d 

o n l y o n c e i n s e v e n d a y s w i t h m i l k , b e c a m e g r e a t l y 

d i s o r d e r e d i n t w e n t y m i n u t e s , a n d e x p i r e d i n less 

t h a n a n h o u r , 

A c h i c k e n , b i t t e n b y a C o b r a d e C a p e l l o , has 

b e e n s o m e t i m e s k n o w n t o s u r v i v e t w o h o u r s . 

A u g . 17, 1 7 8 8 , a n a t t e m p t w a s m a d e t o m a k e 

a C o b r a d e C a p e l l o b i t e a n o t h e r ( o f t h e v a r i e t y 

c a l l e d Nooni Paragoodo) i n t h e t a i l , b u t t h a t p a r t 

b e i n g f o u n d t o o s m a l l , t h e b e l l y was b i t t e n , a l i t t l e 
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a b o v e t h e v e n t . T h e b i t t e n s n a k e s o o n l o s t i t s 

f o r m e r a c t i v i t y , a n d , w h e n p u t u n d e r a g lass , 

c o i l e d i t s e l f u p . I n t h i s s t a t e i t w a s l e f t , a n d 

a f t e r a n h o u r a n d a q u a r t e r w a s f o u n d d e a d . O n 

o p e n i n g t h e b e l l y , t h e p a r t s i m m e d i a t e l y b e n e a t h 

t h e b i t e a p p e a r e d m u c h i n f l a m e d , t h o u g h i t c o u l d 

n o t b e d i s c o v e r e d w h e t h e r t h e f a n g s h a d p e n e 

t r a t e d i n t o t h e c a v i t y . 

A C o b r a d e C a p e l l o , r e c e i v e d b y D r . R u s s e l 

f r o m G a n j a m , u n d e r t h e n a m e o f Saltanag, w a s 

m a d e t o b i t e a n o t h e r r e m a r k a b l y l a r g e C o b r a , 

b r o u g h t f r o m t h e s a m e p l a c e , u n d e r t h e n a m e o f 

Coultiah. T h e p o i s o n w a s s h e d o n t h e p l a c e , b u t 

n o m a r k s o f f a n g s c o u l d b e p e r c e i v e d , a n d t h e 

Coultiah r e m a i n e d as w e l l as b e f o r e : t h i s e x p e r i 

m e n t w a s r e p e a t e d w i t h t h e s a m e r e s u l t , t h o u g h 

a l i t t l e b l o o d as w e l l as p o i s o n w a s f o u n d o n t h e 

p a r t b i t t e n . 

S o m e d a y s a f t e r t h i s , a C o b r a d e C a p e l l o ( o f 

t h e v a r i e t y c a l l e d Coodum Nagoo) w a s m a d e t o 

b i t e t h e C o u l t i a h o n t h e b e l l y : b o t h f a n g s v i s i b l y 

a c t e d : b l o o d a p p e a r e d o n t h e w o u n d , b u t n o o t h e r 

c o n s e q u e n c e f o l l o w e d . A Tar Tutta, b i t t e n i m 

m e d i a t e l y a f t e r i n t h e s a m e m a n n e r , d i e d w i t h i n 

t w o h o u r s . 

C h i c k e n s a n d p i g e o n s , b i t t e n b y a C o b r a d e 

C a p e l l o , w h o s e f a n g s h a d b e e n e r a d i c a t e d , s u f 

f e r e d n o s y m p t o m s o f p o i s o n ; b u t w h e n p o i s o n , 

t a k e n f r o m t h e s a m e s n a k e , w a s i n s e r t e d i n t o 

t h e i r b o d i e s , e i t h e r b y i n c i s i o n o r p u n c t u r e , t h e y 

s u f f e r e d t h e u s u a l s y m p t o m s , a n d v e r y o f t e n 

d i e d . 
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T h e p r i n c i p a l I n d i a n v a r i e t i e s o f t h i s f a t a l s n a k e 

a re t h u s e n u m e r a t e d b y D r . R u s s e l . 

1. Arege Nagoo. W i t h a p a l e c e n t r a l s p o t i n 

t h e m i d d l e o f e a c h o f t h e b l a c k spo t s o f t h e 

s p e c t a c l e - s h a p e d m a r k . — A b d o m i n a l scuta 

1 8 9 , subcaudal scales 6 0 . 

2 . Coodum Nagoo. T h i s v a r i e t y is d a r k e r t h a n 

t h e o t h e r s , a n d t h e s k i n o f a y e l l o w e r c a s t ; 

b u t t h e p r i n c i p a l d i s t i n c t i o n is i n t h e spec 

t a c l e - m a r k , w h i c h c o n s i s t s o f a n o b l o n g 

c u r v e d f r a m e w i t h o u t t h e u s u a l b l a c k eyes 

o r c e n t r e - s p o t s o f t h e o t h e r s . — A b d o m i n a l 

scuta 187 , subcaudal scales 57-

3. Sankoo Nagoo. T h e c h i e f d i s t i n c t i o n o f t h i s 

i s a p l a i n h o o d , w i t h o u t a n y m a r k . T h i s 

v a r i e t y is s u p p o s e d b y Seba t o b e t h e f e m a l e 

o f t h e s p e c i e s ; b u t D r . R u s s e l i n f o r m s us 

t h a t o n e w h i c h h e b r o u g h t h o m e f r o m I n 

d i a , a n d p r e s e n t e d t o M r . J o h n H u n t e r , 

w a s a m a l e , a n d t h a t t h e u s u a l s p e c t a c l e -

s h a p e d m a r k is f o u n d i n d i f f e r e n t l y b o t h o n 

m a l e s a n d f e m a l e s . T h i s v a r i e t y i s r a r e r 

t h a n t h e r e s t . — A b d o m i n a l scuta 1 8 3 , sub

caudal scales 56. 

4 . Mogla Nagoo. T h e c e r v i c a l s c u t a i n t h i s 

v a r i e t y a re s p o t t e d h e r e a n d t h e r e w i t h 

f a i n t g r e y i s h spots , a n d f o u r o f t h e m i d d l e 

o n e s a re e n t i r e l y o f a b l u e i s h g r e y . — A b d o 

minal scuta 1 9 2 , subcaudal scales 65. 

5. Mailt Nagoo. T h e c o l o u r o f t h i s v a r i e t y is 

o f a l i g h t e r b r o w n t h a n t h e res t , a n d t h e 

s c u t a w h i t e r a n d less s p o t t e d , b u t s e v e n o f 
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t h e p e c t o r a l o n e s a r e c o m p l e t e l y d a r k . — 

Abdominal scuta 1 9 1 , subcaudal scales 6 2 . 

6 . Cumboo Nagoo. I n t h i s s o m e d e v i a t i o n s w e r e 

o b s e r v a b l e i n t h e s h a p e o f t h e l a m i n a ; : a l l 

t h e c e r v i c a l s c u t a w e r e d u s k y , a n d t h e 

t r u n k h a d a s t r o n g b l u e i s h c a s t . — A b d o 

minal scuta 1 8 6 , subcaudal squamai 6 0 . 

7 Jonna Nagoo. T h e s k i n o f t h e h o o d i n t h i s 

i s t i n g e d w i t h o r a n g e c o l o u r ; t h e s c u t a o f 

t h e n e c k s p o t t e d w i t h g r e y , a n d s i x o f t h e 

l o w e r o n e s w h o l l y o f a b l u e - g r e } T . - r — A b d o -

minal scuta 1 8 9 , subcaudal squamae 57-

8. Nella Tas Pam. W i t h t h e b l a c k o n t h e h o o d 

u n u s u a l l y d e e p , a n d a l l t h e j u g u l a r s c u t a 

r e m a r k a b l y d u s k y . — - Abdominal scuta 186 , 

subcaudal squamaz 6 2 . 

9 . Kistna Nagoo. T h e m i d d l e l a m i n a o f t h e 

t h r e e b e t w e e n t h e eyes r e m a r k a b l y b r o a d , 

a n d t h e p o s t e r i o r p a i r s u b o v a t e i n s t e a d o f 

s e m i - c o r d a t e : f i v e o f t h e j u g u l a r s c u t a 

d u s k y , a n d s i x o f t h e p e c t o r a l a l m o s t b l a c k . 

•—Abdominal scuta 1 8 6 , subcaudal squamm 

63. 

1 0 . Korie Nagoo. T h e t h r e e l a m i n a e b e t w e e n 

t h e eyes r e m a r k a b l y n a r r o w ; t h e l a r g e p o s 

t e r i o r p a i r o v a l ; c o l o u r o f t h e t r u n k , a n d 

s t i l l m o r e o f t h e s c u t a , u n u s u a l l y b l u e i s h . — 

Abdominal scuta 1 8 4 , subcaudal squama? 57, 
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A M E R I C A N V A R I E T I E S ? 

IF Seba be in the right, either the Cobra de 

C a p e l l o , o r a spec ies n e a r l y a l l i e d t o i t , o c c u r s i n 

s o m e p a r t s o f S o u t h A m e r i c a . H e d e s c r i b e s a n d 

f i g u r e s o n e f r o m Peru, w h i c h , i n i t s g e n e r a l as

p e c t , r e s e m b l e s t h e I n d i a n , b u t has t h e n e c k n o t 

a p p a r e n t l y o f g r e a t e r d i a m e t e r t h a n t h e b o d y : i t 

i s m a r k e d w i t h t h e s p e c t a c u l a r p a t c h , as i n t h a t 

k i n d , t h e w h o l e a r e a o f t h e h o o d b e i n g d u s k y o r 

b r o w n ; a n d a c o l l a r o f t h e s a m e c o l o u r a t a s m a l l 

d i s t a n c e b e n e a t h : t h e c o l o u r o f t h e r e s t o f t h e 

a n i m a l r u f o u s g r e y , w i t h s l i g h t w h i t i s h v a r i e g a 

t i o n s . A n o t h e r k i n d is f r o m Brasil, a n d is r e p r e 

s e n t e d as o f s m a l l e r size t h a n u s u a l ( p e r h a p s a h a l f -

g r o w n a n i m a l ) , a n d o f a f e r r u g i n o u s c o l o u r , w i t h 

s e v e r a l d u s k y b a n d s r o u n d t h e u p p e r p a r t o f t h e 

b o d y : t h e h o o d o r d i l a t e d p a r t m a r k e d w i t h a p a l e 

o r b l u e i s h - g r e y s p e c t a c l e m a r k , w i t h t w o b l a c k 

spo t s o n e a c h l i m b , o n e a b o v e t h e o t h e r . T h e s e 

S n a k e s t h e C o u n t d e C e p e d e is w i l l i n g t o c o n s i d e r 

as d i s t i n c t species , u n d e r t h e t i t l e s o f t h e Peruvian 

a n d Brasilian N a j a . B u t p e r h a p s Seba m a y h a v e 

b e e n m i s t a k e n i n s u p p o s i n g t h e m A m e r i c a n . 

R e f l e c t i n g o n these a n d o t h e r h o r r i d n a t i v e s o f 

t h e h o t t e r r e g i o n s o f t h e g l o b e , w e c a n n o t b u t j o i n 

i n t h e s e n t i m e n t o f L i n n a e u s , c o n g r a t u l a t i n g o u r 

se lves o n o u r o w n h a p p y s t a t e o f s e c u r i t y ; a n d m a y 

w e l l b e w i l l i n g t o p r e f e r t h e r i g o u r s o f a n o r t h e r n 

w i n t e r , w i t h a t e m p o r a r y loss o f v e g e t a t i o n , t o t h e 
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c o n t i n u e d w a r m t h o f c l i m a t e , a n d e v e r - b l o o m i n g 

v e r d u r e w h i c h d i s t i n g u i s h t h e b e a u t i f u l r e g i o n s 

o f b o t h t h e I n d i e s , w h e r e , a l a s ! t h e i n c a u t i o u s 

t r a v e l l e r m a y m e e t w i t h s u d d e n f a t e i n t h e m i d s t 

o f t h e m o s t e n c h a n t i n g scenes w h i c h n a t u r e c a n 

d i s p l a y . 

R U S S E L I A N S N A K E . 

Coluber Russelii. C. fusco-Jlavescens, maculis dorsalibus ovato-
acuminatis nigricantibus dlbo marginatis, lateralibus minoribus 
ovatis. 

Brownish-yellow Snake, wi th acutely-ovate blackish dorsal 
spots edged with white, and smaller ovate lateral ones. 

Katuka Rekula Poda. Russ. Ind. Serp. p. 10. pi, 7-
Abdominal scuta 168, subcaudal squama? 59. 

THE length of this remarkable snake is about 

f o u r f e e t : t h e c o l o u r a n e l e g a n t p a l e y e l l o w i s h 

b r o w n , m a r k e d t h r o u g h o u t t h e w h o l e l e n g t h o f 

t h e b a c k w i t h a c o n t i n u e d c h a i n o r ser ies o f l a r g e 

r h o m b o i d , o r r a t h e r o v a l , s p o t s o f d e e p b r o w n , 

w i t h p a l e r m i d d l e s , a n d n a r r o w w h i t e e d g e s : i n 

s o m e p a r t s t h e s e s p o t s a r e n e a r l y c o n f l u e n t , as 

s h e w n i n t h e f i g u r e : o n e a c h s i d e o f t h e b o d y is a 

r o w o f b r o w n o v a l s p o t s , s m a l l e r t h a n t h o s e o n 

t h e b a c k ; a n d , be s ides these , a f e w s t i l l s m a l l e r 

t r a n s v e r s e m a r k s a re s c a t t e r e d h e r e a n d t h e r e o n 

t h e s i d e s : t h e u n d e r p a r t o f t h e b o d y is w h i t e , 

w i t h a f e w d u s k y s p o t s : t h e h e a d is r a t h e r l a r g e ; 

t h e s n o u t o b t u s e ; t h e m o u t h w i d e , t h e f a n g s 

l a r g e , a n d , as i n s e v e r a l o t h e r p o i s o n o u s s e r p e n t s , 
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d o u b l e ; a s m a l l e r f a n g b e i n g s i t u a t e d c lo se t o t h e 

l a r g e r o n e o n e a c h s i d e *. 

D r . R u s s e l , i n h i s w o r k o n I n d i a n S e r p e n t s , i n 

f o r m s u s t h a t t h i s spec ies i s s c a r c e less c o m m o n 

i n I n d i a t h a n t h e C o l u b e r N a j a , o r C o b r a d e C a 

p e l l o ; b u t f r o m i t s n o t b e i n g c a r r i e d a b o u t l i k e 

t h a t a n d s o m e o t h e r s n a k e s as a p u b l i c s h o w , i s 

n o t so u n i v e r s a l l y k n o w n e i t h e r a m o n g t h e n a 

t i v e s o r E u r o p e a n s . I t s b i t e , a c c o r d i n g t o D r . 

R u s s e f s e x p e r i m e n t s , p r o v e d f a t a l t o c h i c k e n s i n 

t h i r t y - e i g h t s e c o n d s , a n d t o a d o g i n t w e n t y - s i x 

m i n u t e s . 

T h e p a r t i c u l a r s o f t h e e x p e r i m e n t s m a d e o n t h i s 

s u b j e c t a re as f o l l o w s : 

A c h i c k e n b i t t e n i n t h e p i n i o n b y a Katuka 

Rekula Poda, w h i c h h a d b e e n c a u g h t t w o o r t h r e e 

d a y s b e f o r e , a n d s e e m e d i n h i g h s p i r i t s , w a s i n 

s t a n t l y i n f e c t e d , s e i zed w i t h c o n v u l s i o n s , a n d e x 

p i r e d i n t h i r t y - e i g h t s e c o n d s . 

I m m e d i a t e l y a f t e r t h e c h i c k e n , a s t o u t d o g 

w a s b i t t e n i n t h e t h i g h . W i t h i n less t h a n five 

m i n u t e s h e a p p e a r e d s t u p i f i e d ; t h e t h i g h w a s 

d r a w n u p , a n d h e f r e q u e n t l y m o v e d i t as i f i n 

p a i n . H e r e m a i n e d , h o w e v e r , s t a n d i n g , a n d e a t 

s o m e b r e a d t h a t w a s o f f e r e d t o h i m . I n a b o u t 

t e n m i n u t e s t h e t h i g h b e c a m e p a r a l y t i c : i n fifteen 

m i n u t e s h e e n t i r e l y l o s t t h e use o f t h e w o u n d e d 

t h i g h , a n d l a y d o w n , h o w l i n g i n a d i s m a l m a n -

* In most venomous serpents there are two or three, or even 
more, small fangs, situated near the large ones ; as i f to supply 
their place when lost. 
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n e r , f r e q u e n t l y l i c k i n g t h e w o u n d , a n d m a k i n g , 

a t i n t e r v a l s , i n e f f e c t u a l a t t e m p t s t o r i s e . I n n i n e 

t e e n m i n u t e s , a f t e r a s h o r t c e s s a t i o n , h e a g a i n b e 

g a n t o h o w l ; m o a n e d o f t e n ; h i s b r e a t h i n g b e c a m e 

l a b o r i o u s , a n d t h e j a w s w e r e c o m p l e t e l y s h u t . T h e 

f e w s u c c e e d i n g m i n u t e s w e r e pa s sed a l t e r n a t e l y 

i n a g o n y a n d s t u p o r ; a n d i n t w e n t y - s i x m i n u t e s 

a f t e r t h e b i t e h e e x p i r e d . 

A s e c o n d d o g , o f m u c h s m a l l e r s ize , w a s n e x t 

b i t t e n , a n d e x p i r e d i n t h e s p a c e o f s i x h o u r s . 

A r a b b e t w a s n e x t e x p o s e d t o t h e b i t e , a n d d i e d 

i n less t h a n a n h o u r . 

A f t e r t h i s a c h i c k e n w a s b i t t e n i n t h e p i n i o n , 

a n d e x p i r e d i n less t h a n s i x m i n u t e s . 

A l l t h e a b o v e e x p e r i m e n t s w e r e m a d e w i t h t h e 

s a m e s n a k e i n t h e c o u r s e o f t h e s a m e m o r n i n g . 

I t appea r s , t h e r e f o r e , t h a t t h i s spec ies m u s t b e 

n u m b e r e d a m o n g t h e m o s t p o i s o n o u s o f t h e w h o l e 

t r i b e . 

G R A S S - G R E E N S N A K E . 

Coluber Gramineus. C. viridis, subtus flatescens, abdominis 
margine viridi maculato. 

Green Snake, yellowish beneath, w i th the edges of the abdo
men spotted with green. 

Boodroo Pam. Russel Ind. Scrp. p. 13. pi. 9-
Abdominal scuta 170, subcaudal scales 58 pair. 

NEARLY allied, in general appearance, to the 

C . m y c t e r i z a n s , n a s u t u s , a n d p u r p u r a s c e n s , b u t 

h a v i n g a l a r g e r h e a d i n p r o p o r t i o n , a n d a n o b -
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t u s e l y t a p e r i n g , b u t b y n o m e a n s p o i n t e d , s n o u t ; 

t h e h e a d is a l so c o v e r e d o n a l l p a r t s b y v e r y s m a l l 

scales : c o l o u r o f t h e w h o l e u p p e r p a r t s fine g rass 

g r e e n ; o f t h e u n d e r p a r t s p a l e y e l l o w , t h e edges 

o f t h e a b d o m e n m a r k e d b y a r o w o f f a i n t g r e e n 

spo t s : l e n g t h a b o u t t w o f e e t a n d a h a l f ; t a i l a b o u t 

five i n c h e s , g r a d u a l l y t a p e r i n g t o t h e e x t r e m i t y : 

n a t i v e o f I n d i a : d e s c r i b e d b y D r . R u s s e l : a p o i 

s o n o u s s p e c i e s : f a n g s r e m a r k a b l y l o n g a n d s l e n 

d e r . F r o m D r . R u s s e f s e x p e r i m e n t s i t appea r s 

t h a t a c h i c k e n d i e d , a f t e r h a v i n g s u f f e r e d s t r o n g 

c o n v u l s i o n s , a n d a f t e r w a r d s s t u p o r , i n a b o u t e i g h t 

m i n u t e s f r o m t h e b i t e : p i g s a n d d o g s w e r e s e i zed 

w i t h s t u p o r , c o n v u l s i o n s , & c . b u t i n t h e space 

o f a f e w h o u r s r e c o v e r e d f r o m t h e e f f e c t o f t h e 

p o i s o n . 

S E V E R E S N A K E . 

Coluber Severus. C. cinereus, fasciis obliquis linearibus albiclis 
fusco marginatis. 

Cinereous Snake, with oblique linear whitish bands edged with 
brown. 

Coluber Severus. Lin. Syst. Nat. p. 379-
Vipera Japonica litcras inscripta. Seb. 2. t. 54. f . 4. ? 
Abdominal scuta 170, subcaudal squama? 42. 

A RATHER small species, growing to the length 

o f a b o u t a f o o t a n d h a l f , a n d b e i n g o f m o d e r a t e 

t h i c k n e s s : h e a d b r o a d , o b t u s e , l i v i d , w i t h a c i n e 

r e o u s b a n d b e t w e e n t h e eyes a n d b e h i n d t h e n o s 

t r i l s : eyes l a r g e ; n e c k t h i c k ; c o l o u r o f t h e u p p e r 

p a r t s c i n e r e o u s , w i t h w h i t i s h , n a r r o w , t r a n s v e r s e 
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b a n d s d i r e c t e d o b l i q u e l y f o r w a r d s , a n d s l i g h t l y 

e d g e d w i t h b r o w n : a b d o m e n d u s k y ; s ides s p e c k l e d 

w i t h w h i t e : t a i l s h o r t . T h i s spec ies seems t o v a r y 

i n c o l o u r , s i n c e i n t h e G m e l i n i a n e d i t i o n o f t h e 

S y s t e m a N a t u r a e t h e a b d o m e n is s a k l t o b e w h i t i s h . 

T h e S e b a n figure q u o t e d b y L i n n a e u s i n t h e Sys

t e m a N a t u r a e , i s d e s c r i b e d b y t h e a u t h o r as o f a pa l e 

r u f o u s c o l o u r , w i t h y e l l o w i s h b a n d s s o m e w h a t r e 

s e m b l i n g H e b r e w c h a r a c t e r s m f o r m , a n d e d g e d 

w i t h b r o w n : t h e a b d o m e n p a l e y e l l o w , w i t h a r o w 

o f b l a c k i s h s p o t s o n e a c h s i d e . 

B U L L - H E A D E D S N A K E . 

Coluber Bucephalus. C. subfuscus, albido transversim fasciatus, 
capite magno, cordato, depresso, corpore compresso, Cauda tenu' 
issima. 

Brownish Snake, wi th transverse whitish bars, large cordated 
depressed head, compressed body, and very thin tai l . 

Serpens Lusitanis Cobra de Capello dicta. Seb. 1.1.43. f . 4. 

A VERY singular species: length about four 

f e e t a n d a h a l f : h e a d e x t r e m e l y l a r g e , depressed , 

c o r d a t e b e h i n d , a n d s o m e w h a t c o m p r e s s e d o n t h e 

s ides o f t h e m o u t h ; c o v e r e d a b o v e b y v e r y l a r g e 

s c a l y p l a t e s : a t s o m e d i s t a n c e f r o m t h e eyes a re 

t w o r e m a r k a b l e , o b l o n g , b r o w n s p o t s : n e c k t h i n , 

a n d , t o g e t h e r w i t h t h e w h o l e b o d y , e x t r e m e l y 

c o m p r e s s e d o n t h e s i d e s : t a i l l o n g , r o u n d , a n d 

t a p e r i n g t o a fine p o i n t : f r o m t h e h e a d a l o n g t h e 

b a c k r u n s a r o w o f l a r g e , b r o a d , h e x a g o n a l scales, 

t h o s e o n t h e o t h e r p a r t s b e i n g o v a t e : a b d o m i n a l 
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s c u t a v e r y n a r r o w : c o l o u r o f t h e w h o l e a n i m a l 

r u f o u s b r o w n , w i t h m o d e r a t e l y d i s t a n t , b r o a d i s h , 

t r a n s v e r s e , p a l e b a n d s , e a c h o f w h i c h , a t i t s j u n c 

t u r e w i t h t h e s c u t a , is m a r k e d b y a w h i t e s p o t . 

N a t i v e o f C e y l o n a c c o r d i n g t o Seba, w h o i m p r o 

p e r l y c a l l s i t a k i n d o f C o b r a d e C a p e l l o . I t i s 

u n c e r t a i n w h e t h e r i t b e a p o i s o n o u s species o r n o t , 

b u t i t b e a r s a h i g h l y m a l i g n a n t a spec t . 

C R I M S O N - S I D E D S N A K E . 

Coluber Porphyriacus. C. nigro-violaceus, luteribus abdamineque 
purpuras, scutis nigro marginatis. 

Violet-black Snake, with the abdomen and sides crimson; the 
scuta margined with black. 

Coluber Porphyriacus. Zool. of New Holl. p. 27. pi. 10. 
Abdominal scuta 188, anal scuta 7, subcaudal squamas 45. 

A MODERATELY large, and highly beautiful 

spec ies : g e n e r a l p r o p o r t i o n s n e a r l y t h e s ame w i t h 

t h o s e o f t h e C o l . N a t r i x , o r c o m m o n E n g l i s h 

S n a k e : h e a d r a t h e r s m a l l , a n d c o v e r e d i n f r o n t 

w i t h l a r g e s c a l e s : c o l o u r o f t h e h e a d a n d w h o l e 

u p p e r p a r t s v e r y f i n e d e e p v i o l e t : s ides a n d a b 

d o m e n c r i m s o n , deepes t o n t h e f o r m e r , t h e l a r g e 

sca les n e a r e s t t h e s c u t a b e i n g c a r m i n e - c o l o u r e d , 

w i t h b l a c k t i p s : t h e a b d o m e n r o s e - c o l o u r e d , w i t h 

a t i n g e o f y e l l o w , e a c h s c u t u m d e e p l y e d g e d 

w i t h b l a c k ; t h u s f o r m i n g a b e a u t i f u l series o f 

t r a n s v e r s e b l a c k b a r s d o w n t h e a b d o m e n : t h e t a i l 

m e a s u r e s a b o u t a s i x t h o f t h e w h o l e l e n g t h , a n d 

is f u r n i s h e d b e n e a t h , e x c l u s i v e o f t h e d i v i d e d 

i 
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s u b c a u d a l sca les , w i t h a b o u t s e v e n s c u t a o r u n 

d i v i d e d l a m e l l a e , c o m m e n c i n g i m m e d i a t e l y b e 

y o n d t h e v e n t , w h i c h is e d g e d w i t h s e v e r a l s m a l l e r 

s q u a m a e : t h e c o l o u r o f t h e u n d e r p a r t o f t h e t a i l 

i s a b l u e i s h ash , t h e r o s e - c o l o u r o f t h e a b d o m e n 

c e a s i n g a t t h e c o m m e n c e m e n t o f t h e t a i l . 

I m u s t h e r e a p o l o g i z e f o r a n i n a c c u r a c y i n t h e 

d e s c r i p t i o n o f t h i s S n a k e i n t h e Z o o l o g y o f N e w 

H o l l a n d , w h e r e i t is m e n t i o n e d as d e s t i t u t e o f 

f a n g s , a n d c o n s e q u e n t l y i n n o x i o u s ; t h e s p e c i m e n 

t h e n e x a m i n e d h a v i n g b e e n s o m e w h a t m u t i l a t e d : 

o t h e r s , h o w e v e r , w h i c h h a v e b e e n s i n c e r e c e i v e d , 

a r e f o u n d t o b e f u r n i s h e d w i t h t h o s e o r g a n s , a n d t h e 

a n i m a l i s e v e n s a i d t o b e h i g h l y d r e a d e d b y t h e 

n a t i v e s o f A u s t r a l a s i a . I t f u r n i s h e s a n a d d i t i o n a l 

e x a m p l e o f a p o i s o n o u s s n a k e w i t h t h e h e a d c o 

v e r e d w i t h l a r g e sca les i n f r o n t , a n d t h u s r e s e m b l i n g 

t h e m a j o r p a r t o f t h e i n n o x i o u s s e r p e n t s . I m u s t 

a l so a d d , t h a t t h e figure i n t h e Z o o l o g y o f N e w 

H o l l a n d , t h o u g h a c c u r a t e i n a l l o t h e r p a r t i c u l a r s , 

y e t r e p r e s e n t s t h e a n i m a l s o m e w h a t t o o t h i c k i n 

p r o p o r t i o n t o i t s l e n g t h ; a f a u l t w h i c h is a m e n d e d 

i n t h e r e p r e s e n t a t i o n g i v e n i n t h e p r e s e n t w o r k . 
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H i E M A C H A T E S N A K E . 

Coluber Haemachates. C. ruber, albo nebulatus, abdomine albo-
favescente. 

Red Snake, clouded with white, with yellowish white abdo
men. 

Serpens Asiatica Ha?machates dicta. Seb. 2. t. 5 8 . f i g . I , 3. 
L'Haamachate. Cepede Serp. p. 115. pi. 3. f . 2. 
Abdominal scuta 132, subcaudal scales 43 pair. 

AN elegant species; well represented by Seba, 

w h o i n f o r m s us t h a t i t is a n a t i v e o f t h e E a s t I n 

d i e s , h a v i n g b e e n r e c e i v e d f r o m P e r s i a a n d J a p a n . 

I t s g e n e r a l l e n g t h is a b o u t t w o f e e t o r m o r e ; i t s 

c o l o u r r e d , m o r e o r less d e e p i n d i f f e r e n t i n d i 

v i d u a l s , a n d s o m e t i m e s o f a b r o w n i s h c a s t ; v a 

r i e g a t e d w i t h w h i t e o r w h i t i s h u n d u l a t i o n s , so as 

t o a p p e a r as i f m a r b l e d : u n d e r p a r t s y e l l o w o r 

w h i t i s h : h e a d m o d e r a t e l y l a r g e , a n d c o v e r e d i n 

f r o n t w i t h l a r g e s c a l e s : t a i l e x t r e m e l y s h o r t , t a 

p e r i n g t o a p o i n t . I t i s , a c c o r d i n g t o C e p e d e , a 

p o i s o n o u s species . 

W A T E R V I P E R . 

Coluber Aquaticus. C.fuscus, abdomine nigrofiavoquefasciata. 
Brown Snake, with the abdomen banded with black and yel

low. 
Water Viper. Catesb. Carol. 2. pi. 43. 

"THIS serpent," says Catesby, "is called in 

C a r o l i n a t h e W a t e r R a t t l e - S n a k e ; n o t t h a t i t h a t h 

a r a t t l e , b u t is a l a r g e s n a k e , a n d c o l o u r e d n o t 

v . i n . p . n . 2 8 
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m u c h u n l i k e t h e R a t t l e - S n a k e , a n d t h e b i t e s a id 

t o b e as m o r t a l . T h i s S n a k e f r e q u e n t s t h e w a t e r , 

a n d is n e v e r seen a t a n y g r e a t d i s t a n c e f r o m i t : 

t h e b a c k a n d h e a d a re b r o w n ; t h e b e l l y t r a n s -

v e r s l y m a r k e d w i t h b l a c k a n d y e l l o w a l t e r n a t e l y , 

as a re t h e s ides o f t h e n e c k : t h e n e c k is s m a l l , t h e 

h e a d l a r g e , a n d a r m e d w i t h t h e l i k e d e s t r u c t i v e 

w e a p o n s as t h e R a t t l e - S n a k e : i t is v e r y n i m b l e , 

a n d p a r t i c u l a r l y d e x t r o u s i n c a t c h i n g fish. I n 

s u m m e r g r e a t n u m b e r s a r e seen l y i n g o n t h e 

b r a n c h e s o f t rees h a n g i n g o v e r r i v e r s , f r o m w h i c h 

a t t h e a p p r o a c h o f a b o a t t h e y d r o p d o w n i n t o t h e 

w a t e r , a n d o f t e n i n t o t h e b o a t , o n t h e m e n ' s h e a d s : 

t h e y l i e i n t h i s m a n n e r t o s u r p r i s e e i t h e r b i r d s o r 

fish, a f t e r w h i c h l a s t t h e y p l u n g e , a n d p u r s u e 

t h e m w i t h g r e a t s w i f t n e s s , a n d c a t c h s o m e o f a 

l a r g e size, w h i c h t h e y c a r r y o n s h o r e a n d s w a l l o w 

w h o l e . O n e o f t he se I s u r p r i s e d s w i m m i n g ashore 

w i t h a l a r g e c a t - f i s h i n i t s m o u t h . T h e t a i l is s m a l l 

t o w a r d s t h e e n d , a n d t e r m i n a t e s i n a b l u n t h o r n y 

p o i n t a b o u t h a l f a n i n c h i n l e n g t h , a n d w h i c h , 

t h o u g h h a r m l e s s , is c o n s i d e r e d as o f d r e a d f u l e f f i 

c a c y b y t h e c r e d u l o u s v u l g a r , w h o b e l i e v e t h a t 

t h e a n i m a l i s a b l e , w i t h t h i s w e a p o n , n o t o n l y t o 

k i l l m e n a n d o t h e r a n i m a l s , b u t e v e n t o d e s t r o y a 

t r e e b y w o u n d i n g i t w i t h i t ; t h e t r e e w i t h e r i n g , 

t u r n i n g b l a c k , a n d d y i n g . " 
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W H I T E S N A K E . 

Coluber Niveus. C. totus albus immaculatus. 
Snake entirely white, without any variegations. 
Coluber niveus. Lin. Syst. Nat. p. 334. 
Abdominal scuta 209, subcaudal squama? 62. 

OBSERVED by Linnaeus in the Museum of De

g e e r : c o l o u r e n t i r e l y w h i t e , w i t h o u t a n y s p o t s : 

s a i d t o b e a n a t i v e o f A f r i c a , a n d a p o i s o n o u s 

species . L i n n a e u s , i n t h e S y s t e m a N a t u r a e , r e f e r s 

t o t h e f i f t e e n t h p l a t e o f Seba's s e c o n d v o l u m e , 

w h i c h r e p r e s e n t s a m o d e r a t e l y l a r g e s n a k e o f a 

w h i t e c o l o u r , w i t h a f e w d i s t a n t , s m a l l o b l o n g 

b l a c k s p e c k s o n t h e u p p e r p a r t s o f t h e b o d y , a n d 

w h i c h is r a t h e r s u p p o s e d b y M r . M e r r e m t o be a 

v a r i e t y o f t h e C o l u b e r p u l l a t u s . 

M I L K - W H I T E S N A K E . 

Coluber Lacteus. C. albus, dorso maculis atris geminafis, ver-
tice afro linea longitudinali alba. 

White Snake, with the back marked by double black spots ; 
the head black with a longitudinal white line. 

Coluber Lacteus. Lin. Syst. Nat. p. 381. 
Abdominal scuta 203, subcaudal squama? 32. 

LENGTH of the specimen described by Linnaeus 

a b o u t a f o o t a n d h a l f : d i a m e t e r s c a r c e l y t h a t o f a 

f i n g e r : h e a d o v a t e , w i t h t h e t o p b l a c k , m a r k e d 

b y a l o n g i t u d i n a l w h i t e l i n e : eyes s m a l l : t h r o a t 

w h i t e : t r u n k c y l i n d r i c , w h i t e , m a r k e d w i t h 
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d o u b l e b l a c k c o n f l u e n t s p o t s o f c o n s i d e r a b l e s i ze : 

a b d o m e n l i v i d o r b r o w n i s h : t a i l a n i n t h p a r t o f 

t h e w h o l e l e n g t h , a n d s l i g h t l y t a p e r i n g . L i n n a e u s 

o b s e r v e s t h a t t h i s spec ies has s b m e w h a t t h e h a b i t 

o f t h e A n g u i s S c y t a l e . N a t i v e o f I n d i a a n d S o u t h 

A m e r i c a , a n d s a i d t o b e p o i s o n o u s . 

B R O A D - C H E E K E D S N A K E . 

Coluber Buccatus. C. albidus maculis magnis dorsalibuk dupli-
catisfuscis, capite subdepresso, gents iumidis. 

Whitish Snake, wi th large double brown dorsal spots, subde-
pressed head, and tumid cheeks. 

Coluber Buccatus. Lin. Syst. Nat. p. 377. 
Abdominal scuta 107, subcaudal scales 72. 

A SMALL species; the specimen described by 

L i n n a e u s m e a s u r i n g a b o u t a f o o t i n l e n g t h : h e a d 

l a r g e , v e r y t h i c k o n t h e s ides , flatfish, w h i t e , a n d 

m a r k e d b y a t r i g o n a l d u s k y s p o t o v e r t h e s n o u t , 

a n d b y a d u s k y l i n e r e a c h i n g t o t h e e y e o n e a c h 

s i d e : t r u n k w h i t e o r w h i t i s h , m a r k e d a l l a l o n g t h e 

b a c k b y a d o u b l e r o w o f v e r y b r o a d b r o w n spots , 

w h i c h a l m o s t f i l l t h e w h o l e space o f t h e s k i n : t a i l 

r a t h e r s l e n d e r ; m e a s u r i n g a b o u t a f o u r t h o f t h e 

Avhole : n a t i v e o f S o u t h A m e r i c a a n d o f I n d i a : a 

p o i s o n o u s spec ies . 
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F I E R C E S N A K E . 

Coluber Atrox. C. griseus, fasciis transversis Unearibus albidis, 
abdomine fusco albo transversim variato. 

Grey-brown Snake, with transverse linear whitish stripes, and 
dusky abdomen with white transverse variegations. 

Coluber A t rox . Lin. Syst. Nat. p. 388. Mus. Jd. Frid. p. 33. 
t. 22. f . 2. 

Abdominal scuta 196, subcaudal scales 6*9. 

THIS, according to Linnaeus, is a small species, 

m e a s u r i n g a b o u t a f o o t a n d a h a l f i n l e n g t h , a n d 

o f a g r e y c o l o u r , m a r b l e d b e n e a t h w i t h t r a n s v e r s e 

a l t e r n a t e d e e p b r o w n s p o t s : t h e h e a d is dep re s sed , 

c o m p r e s s e d , a n d c o v e r e d w i t h v e r y s m a l l sca les , 

w h i c h , as w e l l as t h e l a r g e r ones o n t h e r e s t o f t h e 

a n i m a l , a r e c a r i n a t e d . I n t h e Museum Adolphi 

Friderici, p . 33. t h i s species is , b y a m i s t a k e , i n 

s c r i b e d angulatus, w h i l e t h e f i g u r e , o n p l a t e 2 2 o f 

t h a t w o r k , r e p r e s e n t s t h e b o d y m a r k e d b y s e v e r a l 

d i s t a n t , n a r r o w , t r a n s v e r s e w h i t i s h b a n d s r e a c h 

i n g t o t h e a b d o m e n , w h i c h i s s p o t t e d w i t h s m a l l , 

r o u n d , w h i t e s p e c k s : t h e d u s k y t r a n s v e r s e spo t s 

a p p e a r i n g o n l y b e n e a t h t h e t a i l : t h e g e n e r a l c o 

l o u r o f t h e a b d o m e n , h o w e v e r , i n t h i s s n a k e is 

r a t h e r d e e p b r o w n o r b l a c k i s h , b e a u t i f u l l y v a r i e 

g a t e d o r m a r b l e d b y n u m e r o u s n a r r o w t r a n s v e r s e 

b a n d s , a c c o m p a n i e d h e r e a n d t h e r e w i t h s m a l l 

s p o t s : t h e t a i l is r e m a r k a b l y s h o r t a n d s l e n d e r . 

I n t h e S y s t e m a N a t u r a e a m i s t a k e n r e f e r e n c e a p 

pea r s t o b e m a d e t o a figure i n Seba r e p r e s e n t i n g 

a v e r y d i f f e r e n t spec ies . T h e C . a t r o x is a p o i s o n 

o u s s n a k e , a n d is a n a t i v e o f t h e i s l a n d o f C e y l o n . 
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S H O R T - H E A D E D S N A K E . 

Coluber Breviceps. C. capite brevi, corpore vario. 
Snake wi th short head and variegated body. 
Cobra, s. Vipera de Neustria, coronata, Ceilonica: foemina. 

Seb. 2. t. 4 6 . / . 2. 
Serpens Porphyrius Brasiliensis. Seb. 1. t. 8.5. f . 1. 

THIS, from the description and figures of Seba, 

appea r s t o b e a h i g h l y e l e g a n t spec ies , b u t seems 

t o v a r y c o n s i d e r a b l y i n i t s c o l o u r s ; o n e s p e c i m e n 

b e i n g o f a b l u e i s h g r e y , w i t h l a r g e p a t c h e s o f 

r u f o u s b r o w n , a c c o m p a n i e d b y s m a l l e r spo t s o f 

s i m i l a r c o l o u r ; w h i l e t h e a b d o m e n i s o f a pa l e 

f e r r u g i n o u s cas t , w i t h o u t a n y spo t s o r v a r i e g a 

t i o n s . T h e o t h e r s p e c i m e n ( f o r b o t h a p p e a r e v i 

d e n t l y t o b e l o n g t o t h e s a m e species , t h o u g h d e 

s c r i b e d as d i f f e r e n t ones b y t h e a u t h o r ) i s p a l e y e l 

l o w , w i t h l a r g e p a t c h e s a n d v a r i e g a t i o n s o f b l a c k , 

b e a u t i f u l l y i n t e r m i x e d w i t h r e d a n d w h i t e specks , 

t h e a b d o m e n b e i n g m a r k e d b y n u m e r o u s t r a n s v e r s e 

b a r s o f r e d a n d w h i t e , t h e s c u t a a p p e a r i n g e d g e d 

w i t h b l a c k : t h e h e a d is l a r g e , s h o r t , o b t u s e , s l i g h t l y 

c o r d a t e , c o v e r e d w i t h m o d e r a t e l y l a r g e scales , a n d 

e l e g a n t l y v a r i e g a t e d w i t h s m a l l s p o t s a n d m a r k s 

o f r e d , b l a c k , & c . ; t h e n e c k a n d b o d y a re t h i c k ; 

t h e t a i l s h o r t , a n d t a p e r i n g t o t h e t i p : t h e w h o l e 

a n i m a l has a n a p p e a r a n c e , i n s o m e d e g r e e , r e s e m 

b l i n g t h a t o f a V i p e r , t h o u g h v e r y d i f f e r e n t i n i t s 

c o l o u r s , a n d t h i c k e r i n p r o p o r t i o n t o i t s l e n g t h , 

w h i c h is a b o u t t w o f e e t ; t h e f i r s t d e s c r i b e d spe

c i m e n i s , a c c o r d i n g t o Seba , a n a t i v e o f C e y l o n , 

t h e o t h e r o f B r a s i l . 
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S I L V E R - E Y E D S N A K E . 

Coluber Melanis. C. ater, lateribus subccerulco nebulosis, itidibus 
fuscis, margine pupillari argentea. 

Deep-black Snake, with the sides clouded with blueish, the 
eyes brown, with the edge of the pupil silvery. 

Coluber Melanis. Lin. Syst. Nat. Gmd. p. 1087. Pall. it. 1. 
p. 46*0. 

Abdominal scuta 148, subcaudal scales 27. 

A SIBERIAN species, and found about the bor

d e r s o f t h e V o l g a a n d t h e S a m a r a , w h e r e i t was 

o b s e r v e d b y D r . P a l l a s . I t has a g e n e r a l r e s e m 

b l a n c e t o t h e V i p e r , b u t d i f f e r s i n c o l o u r , b e i n g 

o f a d e e p b l a c k o n t h e b a c k , o f a s t e e l y l u s t r e b e 

n e a t h , m a r k e d w i t h p a t c h e s o f a d e e p e r cas t , w h i l e 

a l o n g t h e s ides a re d i s p e r s e d a k i n d o f c l o u d s o r 

s p o t s o f a b l u e i s h c o l o u r : t h e eyes a re o f a b r i g h t 

w h i t e , w i t h p e r p e n d i c u l a r p u p i l s , a n d f e r r u g i n o u s 

i r i d e s : t h e t a i l is s h o r t , a n d g r a d u a l l y t a p e r s t o 

t h e t i p : u p o n t h e w h o l e , i t m a y w e l l b e d o u b t e d 

w h e t h e r t h i s be a n y t h i n g m o r e t h a n a v a r i e t y o f 

t h e c o m m o n V i p e r . 
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C O R A L L I N E S N A K E . 

Coluber Corallinus. C* glaucus, squamis subcordatis, supra Unci* 
tribus longitudinalibus fuscis. 

Glaucous Snake, wi th subcordated scales, and three brown 
lines down the back. 

Coluber Corallinus. Lin. Syst. Nat. p. 3S4. 
Serpens Corallina Amboinensis. Seb. 2. t. l j . f . 1. 
Abdominal scuta 193, subcaudal scales 82. 

LENGTH near three feet: head small, and co

v e r e d w i t h l a r g e s c a l e s : t h o s e o n t h e b o d y s m a l l , 

s o m e w h a t h e a r t - s h a p e d , a n d d i s p o s e d i n l o n g i t u 

d i n a l r a y s o r s t r i p e s , r e p r e s e n t i n g , i n s o m e d e g r e e , 

t h e a r t i c u l a t i o n s o f C o r a l l i n e : c o l o u r a b o v e b l u e 

i s h g r e y , s o m e t i m e s g r e e n i s h , w i t h t h r e e d u s k y o r 

r u f o u s l o n g i t u d i n a l s t r e a k s d o w n t h e b a c k : t a i l 

r a t h e r l o n g , a n d t a p e r i n g t o a s l e n d e r t i p : a b d o m e n 

p a l e . T h i s , a c c o r d i n g t o L i n n a e u s , i s a p o i s o n o u s 

spec ies : i t p r e y s o n l i z a r d s , & c . I n Seba is a r e 

p r e s e n t a t i o n o f t h e i d e n t i c a l s p e c i m e n a f t e r w a r d s 

d e s c r i b e d b y L i n n a e u s * , t a k e n i n t h e a c t o f s w a l 

l o w i n g a l i z a r d , o f a t l e a s t e q u a l d i a m e t e r w i t h i t s 

o w n b o d y , i n c o n s e q u e n c e o f w h i c h t h e j a w s are 

d i s t e n d e d i n s u c h a m a n n e r as t o a l t e r e n t i r e l y t h e 

n a t u r a l a p p e a r a n c e o f t h e h e a d , b y s t r e t c h i n g t h e 

l o w e r i n t o a p e r p e n d i c u l a r d i r e c t i o n . I t is a n a 

t i v e o f t h e e a s t e r n r e g i o n s . 

* Mus. A d . Fr id . p . 33. 
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C A N A D A S N A K E . 

Coluber Leberis. C. pattidus, supra fasciis Unearibus nigris ca-
pite albido. 

Pale Snake, wi th white head, and body marked above by linear 
black bands. 

Coluber Leberis. Lin. Syst. Nat. p. 275. 
Abdominal scuta 110, subcaudal scales 50. 

SLIGHTLY described by Kalm, who informs us 

t h a t i t i s a n a t i v e o f C a n a d a , a n d t h a t t h e u p p e r 

p a r t s a re t r a v e r s e d b y l i n e a r b l a c k b a n d s : t h e 

h e a d is w h i t e , w i t h t w o r u f o u s spo t s o n t h e t o p , 

a n d a t r i a n g u l a r s p o t o v e r t h e nose : i t is m a r k e d 

i n t h e S y s t e m a N a t u r a e as a p o i s o n o u s species , b u t 

D r . G r a y , i n h i s p a p e r o n t h e A m p h i b i a p u b l i s h e d 

i n t h e P h i l o s o p h i c a l T r a n s a c t i o n s , c o n s i d e r s t h i s 

p a r t i c u l a r as d o u b t f u l . 

S U P E R B S N A K E . 

Coluber Elegantissimus. C. albus capite nigro variato, corpore 
supra maculis rubris ocellatis serie quintuplici per dorsum dis
posals. 

White Snake, with head variegated with black, and body 
marked above by a quintuple series of ocellated red spots. 

Serpens lemniscata venustissima Americana. Seb. 1. t. Sl.Jf. 5. 

THIS, from the description and figure of Seba, 

a p p e a r s t o b e a b e a u t i f u l species , m e a s u r i n g a b o u t 

t w o f e e t i n l e n g t h ; o f a w h i t e c o l o u r , m a r k e d 

d o w n t h e u p p e r p a r t w i t h a q u i n t u p l e series o f 

b l a c k spo t s , w i t h r e d c e n t r e s , t h e m i d d l e r o w 
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b e i n g c o m p o s e d o f v e r y s m a l l spo t s , t h e n e x t o n 

e a c h s i d e o f l a r g e r o c e l l a t e d ones , a n d t h e l o w e s t 

o n e a c h s i d e , n e x t t h e s c u t a , r e s e m b l i n g t h a t o n 

t h e m i d d l e o f t h e b a c k , a n d c o n s i s t i n g o f s m a l l 

s p e c k s : t h e h e a d i s m a r k e d b y a c ross - shaped spo t 

o n t h e t o p , a n d b y a f e w b l a c k i s h ones across t h e 

s n o u t : t h e t a i l a p p e a r s s h o r t i n p r o p o r t i o n t o t h e 

a n i m a l , m e a s u r i n g a b o u t t w o i n c h e s a n d a h a l f , 

a n d t a p e r i n g t o a p o i n t . I n t h e G m e l i n i a n e d i t i o n 

o f t h e S y s t e m a N a t u r a e t h i s s n a k e is m a r k e d , I 

k n o w n o t o n w h a t a u t h o r i t y , as a p o i s o n o u s spe

c i e s . I t is s a i d b y S e b a t o b e a n a t i v e o f A m e r i c a . 

A U L I C S N A K E . 

Coluber Aulicus. C. griseo-fvscus,fasciis transversis albis super 
latera bifurcis. 

Grey-brown Snake, wi th transverse white bands bifurcating 
over the sides. 

Coluber Aulicus. Lin. Syst. Nat. p. 381 . 
Abdominal scuta 184, subcaudal scales 6*0. 

A SMALL species, the specimen described by Lin

naeus m e a s u r i n g o n l y h a l f a f o o t i n l e n g t h , a n d 

a b o u t a t h i r d o f a n i n c h i n d i a m e t e r : c o l o u r g r e y -

b r o w n , w i t h m o r e t h a n t w e n t y l i n e a r , w h i t e t r a n s 

v e r s e b a n d s , e a c h b i f u r c a t e d t o w a r d s t h e a b d o 

m e n : h e a d w h i t e b e h i n d : t a i l a b o u t t h e f o u r t h o f 

t h e w h o l e l e n g t h : n a t i v e o f A m e r i c a , a n d c o n s i 

d e r e d as a p o i s o n o u s spec i e s . 
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Z E B O A . 

Vipera Orientalis, Hebrseis Zeboa, Graecis Hycena dicta. Seb. 2. 
t. 78./. 1. 

OF the size and general appearance of the com

m o n V i p e r , b u t d i f f e r i n g i n c o l o u r , b e i n g o f a p a l e 

y e l l o w , w i t h t h e m a r k s o n t h e h e a d , d o r s a l b a n d , 

a n d l a t e r a l spo t s , o f a r e d d i s h c h e s n u t c o l o u r : p e r 

h a p s n o o t h e r t h a n a v a r i e t y o f t h e V i p e r ; y e t t h e 

h e a d is r e p r e s e n t e d as c o v e r e d i n f r o n t w i t h l a r g e 

scales : n a t i v e o f t h e I n d i a n i s l a n d s . 

B O I Q U A T R A R A . 

Serpens Indica Boiquatrara dicta. Seb. 2. t. 78./. 4. 

EXTREMELY resembling the preceding, but of 

l a r g e r s ize : c o l o u r c i n e r e o u s y e l l o w , w i t h c h e s n u t 

c o l o u r e d d o r s a l s t r i p e , c o n s i s t i n g o f l a r g e w e l l -

d e f i n e d r h o m b o i d spo t s t o u c h i n g e a c h o t h e r : l a 

t e r a l s p o t s , o v a t e , d i s t i n c t , a n d r e d d i s h b r o w n : 

h e a d m a r k e d b y a d i v a r i c a t e d l i n e a r s t r i p e o n t h e 

t o p , t h e e n d s p o i n t i n g b a c k w a r d s : p e r h a p s , l i k e t h e 

f o r m e r , a v a r i e t y o f t h e c o m m o n V i p e r . 
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MALPALQN. 

Serpens Ceilanica Malpalqn cjicta a Rajp in, Syaap^. p, 331. 
Seb. 2. t. 39 - / • 4. 

A BEAUTIFUL snake, about the size of the com

m o n V i p e r , a n d o f a b r i g h t y e l l o w c o l o u r , w i t h a 

b l a c k d o r s a l s t r i p e c o n s i s t i n g o f r a t h e r s m a l l , n i l -* 

m e r o u s , a l t e r n a t e , s q u a r i s h s p o t s ( b u t w i t h r o u n d , 

p r o j e c t i n g e n d s ) , u n i t e d t o a m i d d l e b l a c k Hue : 

l a t e r a l s p o t s o f s i m i l a r f o r m , b u t o f a r e d c o l o u r : 

s ides o f t h e b o d y , n e a r t h e s c u t a , s p e c k l e d w i t h 

b l a c k : h e a d r a t h e r l a r g e , o f a s o m e w h a t l e n g t h 

e n e d f o r m , c o v e r e d i n f r o n t w i t h l a r g e scales, 

a n d v a r i e g a t e d w i t h b l a c k s p o t s : a b d o m e n y e l 

l o w , s p o t t e d w i t h b l a c k : t a i l r a t h e r l o n g , a n d 

g r a d u a l l y t a p e r i n g t o a fine p o i n t . 

I • 1 • w | i , 1 I ! 11, J i 

STRIATED SNAKE. 

Serpens Brasiliensis versicolor, species iEsculapii. Seb. 2. 
f. 4 2 . / . 1. 

LENGTH about two feet: colour above pale 

b l u e , e l e g a n t l y u n d u l a t e d b y n u m e r o u s b l a c k i s h 

t r a n s v e r s e s t r e a k s : h e a d o f m o d e r a t e s ize , l a r g e -

s c a l e d , s p o t t e d w i t h b l a c k , a n d m a r k e d a t t h e be 

g i n n i n g o f t h e n e c k w i t h a p a i r o f s h o r t s t r e a k s : 

a b d o m e n w h i t e : t a i l m o d e r a t e l y t a p e r . 
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S E R E N U S . 

Serpens Cenchrus, vel Serenus Brasiliensis. Seb. 2. t. 42./. 2. 

ABOUT the size of the preceding: colour above 

b l u e , w i t h a m o d e r a t e l y b r o a d d o r s a l s e a - g r e e n 

s t r i p e , m a r k e d w i t h a f e w s m a l l , d i s t a n t , b l a c k 

spo t s : t h e s ides m a r k e d w i t h d e e p b l u e o r b l a c k i s h 

s p o t s : h e a d o f m o d e r a t e s ize, l a r g e - s c a l e d , a n d 

m a r k e d a t t h e t o p b y a l a r g e a n d s o m e w h a t t r i a n 

g u l a r w h i t e s p o t p o i n t i n g b a c k w a r d s : a b d o m e n 

w h i t e , t h e s c u t a p r e t t y d e e p l y e d g e d o r v a r i e g a t e d 

w i t h d a r k b r o w n : t a i l g r a d u a l l y t a p e r i n g t o a 

f i n e p o i n t : n a t i v e o f B r a s i l . 

L O Z E N G E - S P O T T E D S N A K E . 

Coluber Rhombeatus. C. glaucus, maculis rhombeatis nigrican-
tibus medio cceruleis. 

Glaucous Snake, with blackish lozenge-shaped spots blue in 
the middle. 

Coluber Rhombeatus. Lin. Syst. Nat. p. 3S0. Mvs. Ad. Frid. 

p. 27 t. 2 4 . / . 2. 
Vipera Cencoatl dicta. Seb. 2. t. 26./. 1,2,3? 
Serpens Amboinensis tigrina. Seb. 2. t. 15 . / . 2. 
Abdominal scuta 157, subcaudal scales 70. 

GENERAL length from two to three feet or 

m o r e : c o l o u r g r e y o r b r o w n i s h , w i t h t h r e e a l t e r 

n a t i n g , l o n g i t u d i n a l r o w s o f o v a t e , b u t s o m e w h a t 

r h o m b o i d , d u s k y spo t s w i t h l a r g e b l u e i s h c e n t r e s : 

h e a d r a t h e r l a r g e t h a n s m a l l : a b d o m e n p a l e o r 

w h i t i s h , o f t e n c l o u d e d w i t h b l u e i s h g r e y : t h e 
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r h o m b o i d s p o t s a r e m o s t r e g u l a r i n t h e s m a l l e r 

s p e c i m e n s , i n t h e l a r g e r b e c o m i n g s o m e w h a t m o r e 

b r o k e n i n t h e o u t l i n e a n d m o r e a p p r o a c h i n g t o a n 

o v a t e f o r m : n a t i v e o f I n d i a a n d S o u t h A m e r i c a : 

i n t h e n u m b e r o f i t s a b d o m i n a l a n d s u b c a u d a l 

sca les i t o c c a s i o n a l l y v a r i e s c o n s i d e r a b l y . 

O C E L L A T E D S N A K E . 

Coluber Ocellatus. C. castaneus, maculis ocellatis fuscis abdo
mine flavo. 

Chesnut-coloured Snake, wi th ocellated brown spots, and yel
low abdomen. 

Serpens Guineensis rarissima Argus dicta. Seb. 2. t. 23. f . 1. 

SIZE and general proportions of the Viper : co

l o u r p a l e c h e s n u t , b e a u t i f u l l y m a r k e d w i t h five 

a l t e r n a t i n g r o w s o f r o u n d o c e l l a t e d spots , t hose 

o f t h e m i d d l e r a n g e b e i n g t h e l a r g e s t a n d o f a 

b l a c k i s h b r o w n , t h e l a t e r a l o n e s o f a p a l e r o r 

m o r e r u f o u s b r o w n : a b d o m e n y e l l o w , w i t h s m a l l 

s c a t t e r e d r u f o u s s p o t s : h e a d c o v e r e d w i t h s m a l l 

s ca les : t a i l t a p e r i n g t o a m o d e r a t e l y s l e n d e r t i p : 

n a t i v e , a c c o r d i n g t o Seba , o f G u i n e a , a n d a r a r e 

spec ies . 
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A R G U S S N A K E . 

Coluber Argus. C.fusco-castaneus, subtus flavescens, supra ma-
culis ocellaribus rubris transversimfasciatus. 

Chesnut brown Snake, yellow beneath, and banded above by 
transverse rows of ocellated red spots. 

Serpens Arabica Brasiliensibus Ibiboboca & Boiguacu d icta; 
alias Argus. Seb. 2. t. 103. 

LINNYEUS, relaxing from the strictness of his 

g e n e r a l r u l e , has a d m i t t e d t h i s s n a k e i n t o t h e S y s -

t e m a N a t u r a e , t h o u g h h e k n e w n o t t h e n u m b e r o f 

i t s s c u t a a n d squamae, w h i c h h e seems t o h a v e c o n 

s i d e r e d as t h e m o s t i m p o r t a n t o f a l l p o i n t s i n t h e 

h i s t o r y o f S e r p e n t s : i t i n d e e d f o r m s a v e i y u s e f u l 

a d d i t i o n t o t h e g e n e r a l c h a r a c t e r , a n d s h o u l d n e 

v e r b e n e g l e c t e d w h e r e i t c a n b e a s c e r t a i n e d ; b u t 

c a n h a r d l y b e c o n s i d e r e d as t h e o n l y , o r e v e n t h e 

c h i e f , m a r k o f d i s t i n c t i o n * . T h e A r g u s S n a k e is 

a l a r g e a n d e l e g a n t species , m e a s u r i n g , a c c o r d i n g 

t o Seba, i t s f i r s t d e s c r i b e r , a b o v e f i v e f e e t i n 

l e n g t h , a n d b e i n g o f a m o d e r a t e t h i c k n e s s i n p r o 

p o r t i o n : t h e h e a d is l a r g e , flatfish, c o v e r e d i n 

f r o n t w i t h s m a l l scales, a n d so v e r y p r o t u b e r a n t 

o n e a c h s i d e a t t h e h i n d p a r t as t o a p p e a r h e a r t -

s h a p e d , o r r a t h e r b i l o b a t e : t h e t e e t h l a r g e a n d 

s t r o n g : t h e w h o l e u p p e r s u r f a c e o f t h e a n i m a l is 

o f a d u s k y c h e s n u t c o l o u r , t h e scales b e i n g s m a l l , 

o v a t e , a n d e a c h m a r k e d b y a w h i t e s p e c k ; w h i l e 

* Scuta in scrpentibus pluriraum variant, ut nunquam scutis 
ipsis ndendum.—Laurenti. 



4 4 0 C H I A M E T L A S N A K E . 

t h e b o d y i s b e a u t i f u l l y m a r k e d f r o m h e a d t o t a i l 

b y n u m e r o u s t r a n s v e r s e r o w s o f r o u n d o c e l l a t e d 

r e d s p o t s , s u r r o u n d e d b y a w h i t e i r i s a n d b y a n 

e x t e r i o r r e d o n e : t h e n u m b e r o f t h e s e o c e l l a t e d 

s p o t s i n e a c h r o w i s a b o u t s e v e n o r e i g h t : t h e 

u n d e r p a r t o f t h e a n i m a l o r a b d o m e n is o f a pa le 

y e l l o w c o l o u r : t h e s c u t a b r o a d i n p r o p o r t i o n t o 

t h e b o d y ; t h e t a i l m o d e r a t e l y s l e n d e r , t a p e r i n g t o 

a p o i n t , a n d s e e m i n g l y m e a s u r i n g a b o u t a fifth o f 

t h e w h o l e l e n g t h . T h i s S n a k e i s , a c c o r d i n g t o 

Seba , a n a t i v e o f A r a b i a . T h e a p p e a r a n c e o f t h e 

h e a d seems s t r o n g l y t o i n d i c a t e a p o i s o n o u s species. 

C H I A M E T L A S N A K E . 

Coluber Chiametla. C. cceruleus, subtus flams, singulis squamis 
macula alba notatis. 

Blue Snake, yellow beneath, with every scale rnaYked by a 
white spot. 

Serpens Americana Chiametla dicta. Seb. 2. t. 6 l . f . 1. 
Vipera caerulea Americana ex insula Sancti Eustachii. Seb. 2. 

t. 36./. 4. 

THIS, which is described and figured by Seba, 

is a h i g h l y b e a u t i f u l spec ies , m e a s u r i n g a b o u t f o u r 

f e e t a n d a h a l f i n l e n g t h , a n d h a v i n g n e a r l y t h e 

s a m e g e n e r a l p r o p o r t i o n s w i t h t h e c o m m o n E n g 

l i s h s n a k e , e x c e p t t h a t t h e h e a d is l a r g e r . T h e 

c o l o u r o f t h e w h o l e a n i m a l a b o v e i s a b e a u t i f u l 

v i v i d b l u e , e a c h s c a l e b e i n g m a r k e d i n t h e m i d d l e 

b y a w h i t e s p o t : a l o n g t h e s ides is a r o w o f m o 

d e r a t e l y d i s t a n t b l a c k s p o t s w i t h w h i t e c e n t r e s : 

t h e h e a d i s c o v e r e d w i t h l a r g e sca les , a n d is 
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u n s p o t t e d , as i s a l so t h e t h i n n e s t p a r t o f t h e t a i l , 

w h e r e t h e b l u e is m o r e i n t e n s e t h a n o n t h e o t h e r 

p a r t s : t h e u n d e r p a r t o f t h e a n i m a l is o f a y e l l o w 

i s h w h i t e , a n d i n a s m a l l e r s p e c i m e n figured i n 

t h e s a m e w o r k t h e a b d o m e n is o f a n o r a n g e - c o l o u r . 

T h i s spec ies i s a n a t i v e o f S o u t h A m e r i c a a n d t h e 

W e s t - I n d i a n i s l a n d s : u n c e r t a i n w h e t h e r p o i s o n 

o u s o r n o t . 

J A V A S N A K E . 

Coluber Javanicus. C. griseus, capite cceruko striato, corpore 
striis cccrukis margine luteis decussato. 

Grey Snake, with the head striped with blue, and the body 
crossed by blue stripes with gold-coloured edges. 

Abdominal scuta 312, subcaudal scales 93. 

Tins remarkable snake is described by Mr. 

W u r m b , i n t h e M e m o i r s o f t h e B a t a v i a n S o c i e t y 

f o r t h e y e a r 1787- I t g r o w s t o t h e l e n g t h o f n i n e 

f e e t , a n d is p r i n c i p a l l y seen i n t h e r i c e - f i e l d s o f 

J a v a ; b u t i t is a d d e d , t h a t t h o s e w h i c h a re f o u n d 

i n t h e h i g h e r a n d m o r e w o o d e d s i t u a t i o n s a r r i v e 

a t a f a r s u p e r i o r s ize, so as t o b e c o m e d a n g e r o u s 

f r o m t h e i r s t r e n g t h a l o n e , d e v o u r i n g n o t o n l y r a t s , 

b i r d s , & c . b u t e v e n s o m e o f t h e l a r g e r a n i m a l s , 

w h i c h c a n n o t a l w a y s escape t h e i r p u r s u i t . T h e 

h e a d o f t h i s s n a k e is l a r g e a n d f l a t , a n d c o v e r e d , 

as i n t h e m a j o r p a r t o f t h i s g e n u s , w i t h l a r g e s c a l y 

p l a t e s : t h e m o u t h is f u r n i s h e d w i t h d o u b l e r o w s 

o f s h a r p t e e t h , b u t is d e s t i t u t e o f f a n g s , t h e a n i 

m a l n o t b e i n g o f a p o i s o n o u s n a t u r e : t h e i r i s o f 

v i n . P . n . 2 9 
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t h e e y e i s y e l l o w : t h e u p p e r p a r t o f t h e h e a d g r e y 

m i x e d w i t h b l u e : f r o m b e h i n d t h e eyes pass t w o 

d e e p - b l u e s t r i p e s t o t h e u p p e r p a r t o f t h e n e c k , 

w h e r e t h e y u n i t e i n t o a n a r c h a b o u t a n i n c h b e 

y o n d t h e h e a d : a t h i r d s t r i p e o f t h e s ame c o l o u r 

p r o c e e d s f r o m t h e s n o u t t o t h e o c c i p u t , w h e r e i t 

d i v i d e s i n t o t w o , a n d s u r r o u n d s a y e l l o w s p o t 

m a r k e d w i t h a f e w b l u e s p e c k s : t h e u p p e r p a r t o f 

t h e b o d y is d i v i d e d , as i t w e r e , i n t o squa res r e 

s e m b l i n g a k i n d o f l a t t i c e - w o r k , f o r m e d b y s t r ipes 

o f b r i g h t b l u e w i t h g o l d - c o l o u r e d e d g e s : t h e m i d d l e 

p a r t s o f t h e s q u a r e s b e i n g o f a g r e y c o l o u r , w i t h 

c h a n g e a b l e r e f l e c t i o n s o f y e l l o w , b l u e , a n d g r e e n : 

t o w a r d s t h e s ides t h e g r e y c o l o u r i s o f a l i g h t e r o r 

p a l e r c a s t , as w e l l as o n t h e t a i l , w h e r e t h e squares 

a r e s m a l l e r t h a n o n t h e b a c k : e a c h s i d e o f t h e 

b o d y is a l s o m a r k e d b y a r o w o f w h i t e spo ts , s i 

t u a t e d a t t h e c r o s s i n g s o f t h e b l u e s t r i p e s . T h i s 

s u p e r b spec i e s i s c a l l e d i n J a v a b y t h e t i t l e o f 

Oular-Sazva, o r R i c e - F i e l d S n a k e . 

D A B O Y A S N A K E . 

Le Daboie. Cepede Serp.p. 255.pl. 13. f. 2% 

THIS Snake is slightly described by the Count 

d e C e p e d e , w h o c o n s i d e r s i t as t h e spec ies w h i c h , 

i n t h e k i n g d o m o f J u d a , o r W i d a h , a n d s o m e 

o t h e r p a r t s o f A f r i c a , is r e g a r d e d as a d e i t y , a n d 

k e p t i n t e m p l e s c o n s e c r a t e d t o i t s w o r s h i p . T h i s 

s u p e r s t i t i o n is s a i d b y t h e t r a v e l l e r D e M a r c h a i s t o 

http://255.pl


B R A S I L I A ^ S N A K E . 4 4 3 

h a v e o r i g i n a t e d f r o m t h e f o l l o w i n g c i r c u m s t a n c e , 

v i z . t h e a r m y o f J u d a b e i n g o n t h e p o i n t o f y i e l d 

i n g t o t h a t o f A r d r a , i t h a p p e n e d t h a t a l a r g e ser

p e n t o f t h i s spec ies m a d e i t s a p p e a r a n c e , w h i c h t h e 

c h i e f p r i e s t ( p r o b a b l y k n o w i n g i t t o be i n n o x i o u s ) 

l i f t e d u p i n h i s a r m s , a n d d i s p l a y i n g i t as a k i n d 

o f m i r a c l e , o r a t l ea s t as a p r o p i t i o u s o m e n , p e r 

s u a d e d t h e a r m y a g a i n t o r a l l y , b y w h i c h m e a n s a 

s i g n a l v i c t o r y w a s o b t a i n e d , a n d t h e a n i m a l w a s 

i n c o n s e q u e n c e e x a l t e d i n t o a d i v i n i t y . I t is s a i d 

t o a r r i v e a t a v e r y c o n s i d e r a b l e size, a n d is o f 

a w h i t i s h c o l o u r , o r n a m e n t e d o n t h e u p p e r p a r t 

t h r o u g h o u t t h e w h o l e l e n g t h , b y a t r i p l e r a n g e o f 

l a r g e o v a l r u f o u s p a t c h e s b o r d e r e d w i t h b l a c k : 

t h e h e a d is r a t h e r l a r g e , a n d c o v e r e d w i t h o v a l 

c a r i n a t e d scales s i m i l a r t o t h o s e o n t h e r e s t o f t h e 

a n i m a l : t h e m o u t h is d e s t i t u t e o f f a n g s : t h e spe

c i m e n i n t h e r o y a l c a b i n e t , d e s c r i b e d b y t h e C o u n t 

d e C e p e d e , m e a s u r e d t h r e e f e e t f i v e i n c h e s i n t o t a l 

l e n g t h , t h e t a i l m e a s u r i n g f i v e i n c h e s a n d n i n e l i n e s . 

B R A S I L I A N S N A K E . 

La Brasilienne. Cepede Serp. p. n9. pi. \.f. 1. 

DESCRIBED by Cepede, and considered as a 

spec ies b e f o r e u n n o t i c e d : l e n g t h a b o u t t h r e e f e e t , 

b u t p r o b a b l y g r o w s t o a m u c h l a r g e r size : h e a d , as 

W e l l as b o d y , c o v e r e d w i t h o v a l c a r i n a t e d s c a l e s : 

s n o u t t e r m i n a t e d b y a l a r g e a n d a l m o s t p e r p e n d i 

c u l a r s ca l e r o u n d e d a t t o p , b u t e m a r g i n a t e d a t 
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t h e b o t t o m f o r t h e pas sage o f t h e t o n g u e : u p p e r 

p a r t s o f t h e a n i m a l m a r k e d b y l a r g e , o v a l , r u f o u s 

p a t c h e s b o r d e r e d w i t h b l a c k ; a n d i n t h e i n t e r v a l s 

b e t w e e n t h e l a r g e p a t c h e s a r e s e v e r a l m u c h s m a l l e r 

o n e s o f a d u s k y c o l o u r : f a n g s v e r y l a r g e : n a t i v e 

o f B r a s i l . F r o m t h e j a w s o f a p o i s o n o u s s e r p e n t 

f r o m t h e s a m e c o u n t r y , p r e s e r v e d i n t h e r o y a l c a 

b i n e t , a n d a g r e e i n g i n a l l p a r t i c u l a r s , e x c e p t i n 

s ize , w i t h t h o s e o f t h e a b o v e spec ies , t h e C o u n t 

d e C e p e d e i n f e r s t h a t t h e a n i m a l , a t i t s f u l l size, 

m a y b e s u p p o s e d t o a r r i v e a t t h e l e n g t h o f s i x 

f e e t . 

I f w e c o m p a r e t h e d e s c r i p t i o n o f t h i s species 

w i t h t h a t o f t h e Daboya, w e s h a l l find a n e x 

t r e m e r e s e m b l a n c e b e t w e e n t h e t w o a n i m a l s , t h e 

D a b o y a o n l y a p p e a r i n g t o d i f f e r f r o m t h e p r e s e n t 

spec ies i n n o t b e i n g f u r n i s h e d w i t h f a n g s . 

T R I A N G U L A R - H E A D E D S N A K E . 

La Tete-Triangulaire. Cepede Sei-p. p. 132. pi. 5.f. 2. 

ALLIED in general appearance to the common 

V i p e r : c o l o u r g r e e n i s h , w i t h spo t s o f d i f f e r e n t 

shapes o n t h e h e a d a n d b o d y , u n i t i n g so as t o 

f o r m a n i r r e g u l a r b a n d c l o w n t h e b a c k : a b d o m e n 

d u s k y , w i t h w h i t e e d g e s : h e a d o f a m o r e t r i a n g u 

l a r s h a p e t h a n u s u a l , o w i n g t o t h e p r o j e c t i n g ends 

o f t h e j a w s , c o v e r e d w i t h s m a l l scales , w h i c h , as 

w e l l as t h o s e o n t h e b o d ) 7 , a r e s m o o t h , o r n o t c a 

r i n a t e d : t o t a l l e n g t h t w o f e e t , o f w h i c h t h e t a i l 
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m e a s u r e s t h r e e i n c h e s a n d n i n e l i n e s : n a t i v e o f 

t h e i s l a n d o f E u s t a t i a : d e s c r i b e d b y t h e C o u n t d e 

C e p e d e . 

P A N T H E R S N A K E . 

La Tigree. Cepede Serp.p. is6. 

ALLIED to the Viper: length about a foot and 

h a l f : t a i l t w o i n c h e s : h e a d l i k e t h a t o f t h e c o m 

m o n V i p e r : a l l t h e scales c a r i n a t e d : c o l o u r o f t h e 

u p p e r p a r t s w h i t i s h r u f o u s , w i t h d u s k y s p o t s b o r 

d e r e d w i t h b l a c k , l i k e t h o s e o n t h e s k i n o f a p a n 

t h e r o r l e o p a r d : c o l o u r o f t h e u n d e r p a r t s n o t 

s p e c i f i e d . D e s c r i b e d b y C e p e d e . N a t i v e c o u n 

t r y u n k n o w n . T h i s seems a l l i e d t o t h e Ocellated 

Snake. 

L E O P A R D S N A K E . 

Serpens tigrina cx insula Bali, &c. Seb. 2. t. 4.6./. 3 

LENGTH about two feet: colour a beautiful 

y e l l o w , s p o t t e d w i t h n u m e r o u s , m o d e r a t e l y s m a l l , 

o v a t e , o r r o u n d i s h b l a c k o r deep b r o w n spo t s : a b 

d o m e n v a r i e g a t e d w i t h t r a n s v e r s e b r o w n s t r e a k s : 

h e a d r a t h e r s m a l l , l a r g e - s c a l e d , r a t h e r s h a r p -

s n o u t e d , o f a b r o w n c o l o u r a b o v e : t a i l r a t h e r 

s l e n d e r , a n d t a p e r i n g t o a f i n e p o i n t : n a t i v e o f 

t h e I n d i a n i s l a n d s . 
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S P O T T E D S N A K E . 

Coluber Maculatus. C. ccerulescens, nigro maculatus, subtus al-
bidus, scutis margine maculis dimidiatis nigris. 

Blueish Snake, spotted wi th black, whitish beneath, with the 
scuta marked on the edge with dimidiated black spots. 

GENERAL habit of C. Natrix, but not so long 

i n p r o p o r t i o n : c o l o u r g l a u c o u s o r p a l e b l u e i s h , 

m a r k e d o n t h e u p p e r p a r t s w i t h n u m e r o u s , r o u n d 

i s h , b l a c k s p o t s : s ides o f t h e s c u t a w i t h d i m i d i a t e d 

s p o t s o f t h e s a m e c o l o u r . I t seems m u c h a l l i e d 

t o t h e figure i n S e b a a b o v e r e f e r r e d t o , b u t d i f f e r s 

i n c o l o u r ; Seba 's s p e c i m e n b e i n g j 7 e l l o w i n s t e a d 

o f b l u e : d e s c r i b e d f r o m a s p e c i m e n i n t h e B r i t i s h 

M u s e u m , 

R I N G E D S N A K E . 

Coluber Natrix. C. olivaceo-fuscus (interdum ccerulescens) 
macula collari utrinque nigra, altcraque Jlava, lateribus nigro 
maculatis, abdominefusco. 

Olive-brown (or blueish) Snake, with a black patch accom
panied by a yellow one on each side the neck, a row of nar
row black spots down each side, and dusky abdomen. 

Coluber Na t r ix . Lin. Syst. Nat. p. 3S0. 
N a t r i x torquata. Raj. Quadr. 334. 

The Common Snake. Ringed Snake. Brit. Zool. 3. p. 31 . 
Abdominal scuta 170, subcaudal scales 6*0. 

THIS species appears to be pretty generally 

d i f f u s e d t h r o u g h a l l p a r t s o f E u r o p e , a n d is c o m 

m o n i n o u r o w n i s l a n d , f r e q u e n t i n g w o o d s , m o i s t 
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h e d g e s , a n d s h a d y p l a c e s : i n c o l o u r i t o c c a s i o n 

a l l y v a r i e s , b u t is g e n e r a l l y e i t h e r o f a b l u e i s h 

g r e y o r p a l e o l i v e o n t h e u p p e r p a r t s , m a r k e d 

a l o n g t h e s ides b y a r o w o f s m a l l t r a n s v e r s e b l a c k 

s t r e a k s , a l t e r n a t i n g w i t h s o m e s m a l l e r spo t s o f t h e 

s a m e c o l o u r ; a n d o n e a c h s i d e t h e n e c k is a b l a c k 

a n d s o m e w h a t s e m i l u n a r p a t c h , t h e h o r n s o r t i p s 

p o i n t i n g f o r w a r d : t h i s is b o u n d e d i n f r o n t b y a 

s e c o n d p a t c h o f a p a l e y e l l o w o r w h i t i s h c o l o u r , 

t h u s f o r m i n g a k i n d o f c o l l a r o n e a c h s ide t h e 

n e c k ; t h e u n d e r p a r t s a re o f a m i x e d b l a c k a n d 

w h i t i s h c o l o u r , t h e b l a c k b e i n g d i s p o s e d i n l a r g e 

s q u a r i s h a l t e r n a t e p a t c h e s o r d i v i s i o n s , w h i c h t o 

w a r d s t h e t a i l b e c o m e m o r e c o n f l u e n t , so as n e a r l y 

t o e x c l u d e t h e o t h e r v a r i e g a t i o n s : t h e h e a d is 

r a t h e r s m a l l t h a n l a r g e , a n d is c o v e r e d w i t h l a r g e 

s c a l y p l a t e s : t h e s ides o f t h e m o u t h a re m a r k e d 

b y s e v e r a l b l a c k ba r s : t h e r e m a i n d e r o f t h e u p p e r 

p a r t s a re c o v e r e d w i t h o v a t e a n d s l i g h t l y c a r i n a t e d 

sca les : t h e t a i l is o f m o d e r a t e l e n g t h , a n d g r a d u 

a l l y t a p e r s t o t h e e x t r e m i t y . T h i s a n i m a l is o f a n 

i n n o x i o u s n a t u r e , a n d m a y b e t a m e d t o a c o n s i 

d e r a b l e d e g r e e . M r . W h i t e , i n h i s H i s t o r y o f S e l -

b u r n e , has t h e f o l l o w i n g r e m a r k o n t h i s s u b j e c t : 
u I k n e w a g e n t l e m a n w h o k e p t a t a m e s n a k e , 

w h i c h w a s i n i t s p e r s o n as s w e e t as a n y a n i m a l ; 

b u t as s o o n as a s t r a n g e r , o r a d o g o r c a t c a m e i n , 

f e l l t o h i s s i n g , a n d f i l l e d t h e r o o m w i t h s u c h n a u 

seous e f f l u v i a as r e n d e r e d i t h a r d l y s u p p o r t a b l e . " 

T h e s n a k e c h i e f l y l i v e s b y p r e y i n g o n f r o g s , m i c e , 

s m a l l b i r d s , i n s e c t s , w o r m s , & c . I t is k n o w n t o 

f r e q u e n t t h e w a t e r o c c a s i o n a l l y , f o r t h e s ake o f 
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f r o g s , & c . a n d is c a p a b l e o f s w i m m i n g , t h o u g h 

n o t w i t h a n y g r e a t d e g r e e o f c e l e r i t y . I t d e p o s i t s 

i t s e g g s i n a n y w a r m a n d m o i s t s i t u a t i o n , as u n d e r 

h e d g e s , i n d u n g h i l l s , & c . i n t h e f o r m o f a c o n 

t i n u e d c h a i n o r n e c k l a c e o f o v a , t o t h e n u m b e r o f 

t w e l v e , f o u r t e e n , s i x t e e n , o r e v e n t w e n t y , o f t h e 

s i ze o f t h o s e o f a b l a c k b i r d , a n d o f a w h i t i s h c o 

l o u r : t hese , a c c o r d i n g t o t h e o b s e r v a t i o n s o f M r . 

W h i t e , " d o n o t h a t c h t i l l t h e s p r i n g f o l l o w i n g , " 

D u r i n g t h e w i n t e r t h e s n a k e c o n c e a l s i t s e l f i n 

a n y c o n v e n i e n t r e t r e a t , a n d b e c o m e s n e a r l y t o r 

p i d , r e a p p e a r i n g i n t h e s p r i n g , w h e n i t cas ts i t s 

s k i n , w h i c h c r a c k i n g o r o p e n i n g o n t h e edges o f 

t h e l i p s , i s , b y t h e e f f o r t s o f t h e a n i m a l , g r a d u a l l y 

t h r o w n o f f , i n a n i n v e r t e d d i r e c t i o n , t h r o u g h o u t 

i t s w h o l e l e n g t h ; t o t h e v e r y t e r m i n a l sca le o f t h e 

t a i l , a n d so c o m p l e t e i s t h e s p o i l o r e x u v i u m , as 

t o e x h i b i t t h e v e r y c o a t o r m e m b r a n e o f t h e e y e s * 

t h e m s e l v e s : t h e w h o l e s k i n i s e n t i r e l y t r a n s p a 

r e n t . 

* Not the cornea itself, but its exterior pellicle. 
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F R E N C H S N A K E . 

Coluber Atrovirens. C. atrovirens, flaw maculatus, abdomine 
flaw lateribus nigro punctato. 

Black-green Snake, speckled with ye l low; the abdomen yel
low, with a row of black specks down each side. 

Anguis yEsculapii niger. Aldrov. Serp.p.27\. Jonst. Rept.t. V 
L a Coleuvre verte & jaune. Cepede Serp. p. 137. pi. 6 . f . 1. 
Abdominal scuta 206, subcaudal scales 107. 

THIS seems to be the species figured in Aldro-

v a n d u s u n d e r t h e n a m e o f Anguis jEsculapii n i 

g e r , a n d w h i c h a p p e a r s t o h a v e b e e n so l i t t l e a t 

t e n d e d t o b y m o d e r n n a t u r a l i s t s as t o h a v e b e e n 

g e n e r a l l y c o n f o u n d e d w i t h t h e p r e c e d i n g , t i l l i t 

w a s a g a i n b r o u g h t t o n o t i c e b y M o n s . D a u b e n -

t o n , a n d a f t e r w a r d s b y t h e C o u n t d e C e p e d e , w h o 

h a s a c c u r a t e l y d e s c r i b e d i t , a n d w h o i n f o r m s u s 

t h a t i t is v e r y f r e q u e n t i n s o m e o f t h e P r o v i n c e s 

o f F r a n c e , b e i n g f o u n d i n w o o d s a n d m o i s t s h a d y 

p l a c e s : i n i t s g e n e r a l s ize a n d a p p e a r a n c e i t r e 

s e m b l e s t h e R i n g e d S n a k e o r Natrix, b u t d i f f e r s 

i n c o l o u r , b e i n g o f a n e x t r e m e l y d a r k o r b l a c k i s h 

g r e e n , so as t o a p p e a r b l a c k o n a c u r s o r y v i e w , 

t h e s ides b e i n g m a r k e d b y n u m e r o u s r a y s o f y e l 

l o w s p e c k s , o f d i f f e r e n t f o r m s , s o m e o b l o n g , a n d 

s o m e s q u a r e , a n d w h i c h f o r m s o m e w h a t m o r e d e 

c i d e d o r d i s t i n c t l y m a r k e d s t r i pe s t o w a r d s t h e t a i l 

t h a n t o w a r d s t h e h e a d : t h e eyes a n d edges o f t h e 

m o u t h a re b o r d e r e d w i t h y e l l o w scales : t h e a b d o 

m e n is a l so y e l l o w , e a c h s c u t u m b e i n g m a r k e d o n 

e a c h s i d e b y a b l a c k s p e c k . T h i s s n a k e is a n 

a n i m a l o f a p e r f e c t l y h a r m l e s s n a t u r e , a n d , l i k e 
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t h e f o r m e r , i s c a p a b l e o f b e i n g t a m e d t o a c o n 

s i d e r a b l e d e g r e e . T h e C o u n t d e C e p e d e re la tes , 

f r o m M r . B o i n a r e , a n a n e c d o t e r e l a t i v e t o a s n a k e 

w h i c h h e s u p p o s e s t o h a v e b e e n o f t h i s species, 

w h i c h h a d b e e n so c o m p l e t e l y t a m e d b y a l a d y , 

as t o c o m e t o h e r w h e n e v e r she c a l l e d i t , f o l l o w 

h e r i n h e r w a l k s , w r e a t h i t s e l f r o u n d h e r a r m s , 

a n d s l eep i n h e r b o s o m . O n e d a y , w h e n t h i s 

l a d y w e n t i n a b o a t , t o s o m e d i s t a n c e u p a l a r g e 

r i v e r , she t h r e w t h e s n a k e i n t o t h e w a t e r ; i m a 

g i n i n g t h a t i t w o u l d r e a d i l y r e c o v e r t h e b o a t b y 

s w i m m i n g ; b u t t h e c u r r e n t p r o v i n g u n u s u a l l y 

s t r o n g , a t t h a t j u n c t u r e , o w i n g t o t h e a d v a n c e o f 

t h e t i d e , t h e p o o r a n i m a l , i n s p i t e o f a l l i t s e f f o r t s 

t o r e a c h t h e ves se l , w a s u n f o r t u n a t e l y d r o w n e d . 

O n t h e a p p r o a c h o f w i n t e r t h i s spec ies , l i k e t h e 

f o r m e r , r e t i r e s i n t o s u b t e r r a n e o u s r e t r e a t s , a n d 

passes t h a t s ea son i n a s t a t e o f t o r p i d i t y , f r o m 

w h i c h i t r e c o v e r s i n t h e s p r i n g , w h e n i t casts i t s 

s k i n , a n d a p p e a r s i n i t s h i g h e s t b e a u t y . 

D U N S N A K E . 

Coluber Elaphis. C. gilvus, svpra lineis quatuor longitudincdibus 
nigris, abdomine albido. 

Gilvous Snake, wi th four longitudinal black lines, and whitish 
abdomen. 

Elaphis. Aldrov. Serp.p. 266, 267. Jonst. Rept. t. V 
La Quatre-Raies. Cepede Serp. p. l63.pl. 7 ' f - I* 
Abdominal scuta 218, subcaudal scales 73. 

THOUGH this species has been pretty well 

f i g u r e d i n t h e w o r k o f A l d r o v a n d u s , a n d f r o m 

http://l63.pl
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t h e n c e c o p i e d i n t o t h a t o f J o h n s t o n , y e t i t appea r s 

t o h a v e b e e n i n a g r e a t d e g r e e u n k n o w n t o m o 

d e r n n a t u r a l i s t s t i l l i t w a s m o r e d i s t i n c t l y d e 

s c r i b e d b y t h e C o u n t d e C e p e d e , w h o i n f o r m s u s 

t h a t i t i s f o u n d i n s o m e p a r t s * o f F r a n c e , a n d 

m e a s u r e s n e a r f o u r f e e t i n l e n g t h : i t s c o l o u r i s 

a v e r y p a l e r e d d i s h b r o w n , o r d u n , m a r k e d o n 

e a c h s i d e t h e b a c k , t h r o u g h o u t t h e w h o l e l e n g t h , 

b y t w o d u s k y o r b l a c k i s h l o n g i t u d i n a l s t r i p e s , 

c o m m e n c i n g o n e a c h s i d e t h e h e a d , w h i c h is c o 

v e r e d w i t h l a r g e s c a l y p l a t e s : t h e scales o n t h e 

b a c k a r e c a r i n a t e d , t h o s e o n t h e s ides s m o o t h : 

t h e a b d o m e n is p a l e o r w h i t i s h : t h e t a i l m e a s u r e s 

a b o u t n i n e i n c h e s i n l e n g t h , a n d g r a d u a l l y t a p e r s 

t o t h e e x t r e m i t y : t h e g e n e r a l f o r m o f t h e a n i m a l 

r e s e m b l e s t h a t o f t h e c o m m o n s n a k e , b u t i t i s 

s o m e w h a t t h i c k e r i n p r o p o r t i o n t o i t s l e n g t h : i t 

i s a p e r f e c t l y h a r m l e s s species ; o c c u r s i n I t a l y as 

w e l l as i n F r a n c e , a n d m a y p r o b a b l y b e f o u n d i n 

m o s t o f t h e w a r m e r p a r t s o f E u r o p e . 

* According to Latreille, not uncommon in ci-devant Pro-
vence. 
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^ E S C U L A P I A N S N A K E . 

Coluber yEsculapii. C.rufus, linea utrinquc laterali fusca, ab
domine alhidofusco variato. 

Rufous Snake, wi th a dusky lateral stripe on each side, and 
whitish abdomen variegated with brown. 

Anguis iEsculapii vulgaris. Aldrov. Serp. p. 270. Jonst. Serp. 
t.V 

Le Serpent d'Esculape. Cepede Serp. p. 165. pi. 7-fi 2. 
Abdominal scuta 175, subcaudal scales 6*4 pair. 

THIS, says Cepede, is common in most of the 

w a r m p a r t s o f E u r o p e , a n d is n o w h e r e m o r e f r e 

q u e n t t h a n i n t h e n e i g h b o u r h o o d o f R o m e , a n d is 

p r o b a b l y t h e spec ies p e c u l i a r l y c o n s e c r a t e d b y t h e 

a n c i e n t R o m a n s t o t h e b e n e v o l e n t d e i t y w h o s e 

n a m e i t bea r s . W h e t h e r w e a d m i t t h i s s u p p o s i 

t i o n o r n o t , w e m u s t a t a l l e v e n t s a c k n o w l e d g e 

t h a t L i n n a e u s , w i t h p e c u l i a r i m p r o p r i e t y , a p p l i e d 

t h e t i t l e o f C o l u b e r i E s c u l a p i i t o a n A m e r i c a n 

spec ies . T h e S n a k e i n t e n d e d b y C e p e d e is n e a r l y 

f o u r f e e t i n l e n g t h , a n d o f a r u f o u s c o l o u r o n t h e 

u p p e r p a r t s , m o r e o r less d e e p i n d i f f e r e n t i n d i 

v i d u a l s , t h e b a c k b e i n g m a r k e d o n e a c h s ide b y a 

d u s k y o r b l a c k i s h l o n g i t u d i n a l b a n d : t h e scales 

o n t h e s ides , n e a r e s t t h e s c u t a , a r e w h i t e b o r d e r e d 

b e n e a t h w i t h b l a c k , t h u s f o r m i n g a r a n g e o f s m a l l 

w h i t i s h t r i a n g l e s a l o n g e a c h s i d e t h e b o d y : t h e 

h e a d is r a t h e r l a r g e , a n d c o v e r e d i n f r o n t , as i n 

t h e c o m m o n s n a k e , b y s c a l y p l a t e s : t h e scales o n 

t h e b a c k a r e o v a l a n d c a r i n a t e d ; t h o s e o n t h e 

s ides s m o o t h : t h e t a i l m e a s u r e s a b o u t n i n e i n c h e s 

i n l e n g t h : i n i t s g e n e r a l h a b i t i t i s m u c h a l l i e d t o 





113. 
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t h e C o l u b e r N a t r i x o r R i n g e d S n a k e , as w e l l as 

t o t h e C o l u b e r A t r o v i r e n s . I n i t s m a n n e r s i t 

i s p e r f e c t l y i n n o c e n t . I t has b e e n l o n g a g o d e 

s c r i b e d a n d f i g u r e d i n t h e w o r k o f A l c l r o v a n d u s 

u n d e r t h e s a m e t i t l e b y w h i c h i t is d i s t i n g u i s h e d 

b y t h e C o u n t d e C e p e d e . 

M O U R N I N G S N A K E . 

Coluber Pullatus. C. supra niger albo variatus, infra albus ni
gro v aria t us. 

Snake with the body black above, with white variegations, and 
white beneath with black variegations. 

Coluber Pullatus. Lin. Syst. Nat. p. 382. 
Abdominal scuta 217, subcaudal scales 208. 

A LARGE species, often measuring six feet in 

l e n g t h : h a b i t r a t h e r s l e n d e r t h a n t h i c k ; t h e g e 

n e r a l p r o p o r t i o n s r e s e m b l i n g t h o s e o f t h e C o l u b e r 

N a t r i x , e x c e p t t h a t t h e t a i l is s o m e w h a t less s l e n 

d e r : h e a d c o v e r e d i n f r o n t w i t h l a r g e s c a l y p l a t e s ; 

t h e r e m a i n d e r o f t h e a n i m a l o n t h e u p p e r p a r t s 

w i t h l a r g e a n d s l i g h t l y c a r i n a t e d s c a l e s : g e n e r a l 

c o l o u r b l a c k , w i t h w h i t e v a r i e g a t i o n s , o f t e n d i f 

f e r e n t l y d i s p o s e d i n d i f f e r e n t s p e c i m e n s : a b d o m e n 

c o m m o n l y w h i t e , m a r k e d h e r e a n d t h e r e w i t h n a r 

r o w b l a c k ba r s : s o m e t i m e s t h e c o l o u r s a re so d i s 

p o s e d t h a t e i t h e r t h e b l a c k o r w h i t e m i g h t w i t h 

e q u a l p r o p r i e t y b e t e r m e d t h e g r o u n d - c o l o u r : t h e 

h e a d is g e n e r a l l y w h i t e , a n d t h e l i p s b a r r e d w i t h 

b l a c k . S e v e r a l v a r i e t i e s o f t h e C o l u b e r p u l l a t u s a p 

p e a r t o b e f i g u r e d i n t h e w o r k o f S e b a ; t h o u g h i t c a n 
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h a r d l y b e a d m i t t e d t h a t a l l t h e figures q u o t e d b y 

M r . M e r r e m , i n h i s Beytrage zur Naturgeschichte, 

c a n p r o p e r l y b e r e f e r r e d t o t h i s spec ies . A m o n g 

t h e m o s t r e m a r k a b l e a re t h e f o l l o w i n g , v i z . 

1 . Serpens ex Lybia. Seb. 2 . t. 15 . T h i s i s e n 

t i r e l y w h i t e , w i t h a v e r y f e w s m a l l j e t - b l a c k 

o b l o n g spo t s , v e r y d i s t a n t l y s c a t t e r e d o v e r 

t h e u p p e r p a r t s , a n d s o m e n a r r o w b l a c k 

s t r e a k s o n t h e f o r e p a r t o f t h e a b d o m e n . 

2 . Serpens Americana elegantissima, maculis ni-

gris notata. Seb. 2 . t. 2 2 . I t is m i l k - w h i t e , 

t h e scales , f o r a b o u t a t h i r d p a r t o f t h e 

w h o l e l e n g t h , b e i n g e d g e d w i t h b l a c k ; 

t h u s c o n s t i t u t i n g e l e g a n t b l a c k r e t i c u l a 

t i o n s o n t h a t p a r t o f t h e a n i m a l : a v e r y 

f e w s m a l l s q u a r e b l a c k s p o t s a re a l so d i s 

t a n t l y s c a t t e r e d o v e r t h e r e m a i n d e r o f t h e 

b o d y , a n d o n t h e a b d o m e n a r e a f e w d u s k y 

m a r k i n g s . 

3. Serpens Medoch Seb. 2 . t. 4 9 - M i l k - w h i t e , 

w i t h r e t i c u l a r t r a n s v e r s e b l a c k b a r s o n t h e 

a n t e r i o r p a r t o f t h e b o d y , w h i l e t h e h i n d 

p a r t i s a l m o s t e n t i r e l y o f a d u s k y b r o w n 

c o l o u r : t h e l i p s as i n a l m o s t a l l t h e v a r i e 

t i e s , b a r r e d w i t h b l a c k a n d w h i t e . 

4 . Tojuqua. Seb. 2 . t. 1 0 5 . A l a r g e s n a k e ; 

t h e f o r e p a r t s v a r i e g a t e d w i t h b l a c k a n d 

w h i t e ; t h e h i n d p a r t b l a c k , w i t h t r a n s v e r s e 

b a n d s o f n u m e r o u s s m a l l w h i t e s p o t s . 

5 . Serpens JEsculapius Orientalis maximus. Seb. 

2 . t. 8 6 . O f a c i n e r e o u s y e l l o w , w i t h b r o a d 

d e e p - b r o w n z o n e s o r s u r r o u n d i n g b a n d s , 
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t h e sca les o n t h e y e l l o w p a r t s b e i n g a l so 

t i p p e d h e r e a n d t h e r e w i t h b r o w n : t h i s is 

s a i d b y Seba t o b e a n a t i v e o f C e y l o n . 

A m o r e e x t r a o r d i n a r y v a r i e t y , i f M r . M e r r e m ' s 

c o n j e c t u r e b e r i g h t , i s t h e Coluber Petzcoatl, Seb. 

2 . t. 8 4 . I t i s o f a f i n e y e l l o w , w i t h a p r e t t y 

s t r o n g t i n g e o f o r a n g e o n t h e b a c k , a n d s e v e r a l 

t r a n s v e r s e b a n d s o f s i m i l a r c o l o u r o n d i f f e r e n t 

p a r t s o f t h e b o d y : i t i s o f l a r g e s ize , a n d is d e 

s c r i b e d as b e i n g v e r y g l o s s y o r s m o o t h , a n d as a 

n a t i v e o f M e x i c o , i n h a b i t i n g h o l l o w t rees , & c . 

t h e b a c k a p p e a r s p r e t t y s t r o n g l y c a r i n a t e d . 

I f w e w e r e i n c l i n e d t o f o l l o w M r . M e r r e m ' s e x 

a m p l e i n t h u s e x t e n d i n g s u p p o s e d v a r i e t i e s , w e 

m i g h t p r o c e e d a s t ep f a r t h e r , a n d r e f e r t h e Ana 

Candaja, Seb. 2 . t. 8 3 . t o t h e s a m e s p e c i e s : i t s g e 

n e r a l p r o p o r t i o n s , a n d f o r m o f scales , a re s i m i l a r , 

b u t i t s c o l o u r i s p a l e b l u e , w i t h t h e a b d o m e n 

w h i t e : i t i s a n a t i v e o f C e y l o n , a n d is s a i d t o 

g r o w t o a v e r y l a r g e s ize , a n d t o b e a b l e t o k i l l 

c a t t l e b y s t r a n g l i n g t h e m . 

VAR. ? 

THE Coluber Haje of Linnaeus appears, from the 

s h o r t d e s c r i p t i o n g i v e n i n t h e S y s t e m a N a t u r a e , 

t o b e so e x t r e m e l y n e a r l y a l l i e d t o t h e pullatus 

b o t h i n s ize a n d c o l o u r , as w e l l as i n t h e n u m b e r 

o f i t s s c u t a a n d squamae, t h a t i t i s i m p o s s i b l e n o t 

t o s u p p o s e i t t h e s a m e a n i m a l : y e t t h e Haje is s a i d 

b y F o r s k a l t o be a p o i s o n o u s species , w h i c h t h e 

pullatus is n o t . 
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L A R G E - S C A L E D S N A K E . 

Coluber Macrolepidotus. C. plumbeus, squamis dorsalibus maxi-
mis elongatis, abdomine albidofusco transversimfasciato. 

Lead-coloured Snake, with extremely large elongated dorsal 
scales, and whitish abdomen, with broad transverse bands. 

DESCRIBED from a specimen in the Museum of 

D r . W i l l i a m H u n t e r : g e n e r a l h a b i t t h a t o f the pul

latus : s ize o f a l a r g e Matrix : h e a d c o v e r e d w i t h 

l a r g e s c a l e s : r e m a i n d e r o f t h e u p p e r p a r t s w i t h 

e x t r e m e l y l a r g e l o n g scales , e x c e e d i n g i n p r o p o r 

t i o n a l s ize t h o s e o f a n y o t h e r k n o w n s e r p e n t ; t h o s e 

n e a r t h e r i d g e o f t h e b a c k , i n p a r t i c u l a r , m e a s u r e 

t h r e e q u a r t e r s o f a n i n c h i n l e n g t h ; t h e i r d i s p o s i 

t i o n is o b l i q u e l y b a c k w a r d s : c o l o u r o n t h e u p p e r 

p a r t s b l u e i s h , t h e b l a c k s k i n o f t h e b o d y . a p p e a r i n g , 

as i t w e r e , t o e d g e t h e sca les w i t h t h a t c o l o u r : 

u n d e r p a r t s b l u e i s h w h i t e , w i t h e x t r e m e l y b r o a d , 

b r o w n , t r a n s v e r s e b a n d s a t i n t e r v a l s , so t h a t t h e 

a b d o m e n m a y b e d e s c r i b e d e i t h e r as b row^n w i t h 

w h i t e b a n d s , o r vice versa: t a i l o f m o d e r a t e 

l e n g t h , t a p e r , r o u n d , a n d c o v e r e d w i t h h e x a g o n a l 

s c a l e s : n a t i v e p l a c e u n k n o w n . 
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C A R I N A T E D S N A K E . 

Coluber Carinatus. C. plumbeus, squamis magnis ovatis porosis, 
abdomine albido, dorso carinato. 

Lead-coloured Snake, with large ovate porous scales, whitish 
abdomen, and carinated back. 

Coluber carinatus. Lin. Syst. Nat. p. 3S4. 
Abdominal scuta 157, subcaudal scales 115. 

A LARGE species, growing to five or six feet in 

l e n g t h , a n d o f a m o d e r a t e t h i c k n e s s : h e a d r a t h e r 

s m a l l , w i t h l a r g e scales i n f r o n t : t a i l t a p e r i n g 

g r a d u a l l y t o a p o i n t : b a c k m u c h c a r i n a t e d , r i s i n g 

i n t o a r i d g e o n t h e t o p : c o l o u r deep b l u e i s h b r o w n 

o r c i n e r e o u s , p a l e r o r w h i t i s h u n d e r n e a t h : scales 

v e r y l a r g e , a n d m a r k e d w i t h n u m e r o u s i m p r e s s e d 

p o i n t s , as i f p i e r c e d w i t h p i n - h o l e s : u n d e r p a r t s 

w h i t i s h : n a t i v e o f N o r t h A m e r i c a : a h a r m l e s s 

s p e c i e s : v a r i e s as t o c o l o u r , w h i c h i s s o m e t i m e s 

b l u e i s h b l a c k , a n d s o m e t i m e s c i n e r e o u s w i t h a 

r u f o u s c a s t : scales o f t e n p a l e o r w h i t i s h t o w a r d s 

t h e t i p s . 

v . I I I . P . I I . 30 
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MOLURUS SNAKE. 

Coluber Molurus. C. crassus pallidas, maeulis• magnis irregula-
ribus rufis marginefuscis variatus, cauda brtvi. 

Thick-bodied pale Snake, with large irregular rufous variega
tions edged with brown, and short ta i l . 

Coluber Molurus. Lin. Syst. Nat. p. 387 
Abdominal scuta 248, subcaudal scales 59. 

A LARGE snake, with the general habit of a Boa 

r a t h e r t h a n a C o l u b e r , b e i n g o f v e r y c o n s i d e r a b l e 

t h i c k n e s s i n p r o p o r t i o n t o i t s l e n g t h : h e a d r a t h e r 

l a r g e ; s n o u t l e n g t h e n e d , l i k e t h a t o f t h e B o a 

c a n i n a , a n d c o v e r e d w i t h l a r g e s c a l e s : t a i l s h o r t , 

g r a d u a l l y t a p e r i n g t o a p o i n t : c o l o u r o f t h e w h o l e 

a n i m a l w h i t i s h o r g r e y , c l o u d e d w i t h l a r g e i r r e 

g u l a r r u f o u s v a r i e g a t i o n s b o r d e r e d w i t h b r o w n : 

u n d e r p a r t s w h i t e . N a t i v e o f I n d i a : n o t p o i s o n 

o u s : g r o w s t o t h e l e n g t h o f five o r s i x f e e t . 

C O P P E R - B E L L I E D S N A K E . 

Coluber Erythrogaster. C.fuscus, abdomine cupreo. 
Brown Snake, with copper-coloured abdomen. 
Coluber erythrogaster. Forst. Catal. Catesb. Carol. 2. t. 46. 

THE Copper-bellied Snake is a native of North 

A m e r i c a , a n d is t h u s d e s c r i b e d b y C a t e s b y i n h i s 

H i s t o r y o f C a r o l i n a : " T h e s e s n a k e s s o m e t i m e s a p 

p r o a c h n e a r t o t h e s ize o f t h e R a t t l e - S n a k e : t h e y 

a r e o f a b r o w n c o l o u r , e x c e p t t h e i r b e l l i e s , w h i c h 

a r e o f a m u d d y r e d o r c o p p e r c o l o u r : t h e y f r e 

q u e n t t h e w a t e r , a n d v e r y p r o b a b l y p r e y o n fish; 
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b u t b i r d s a n d s u c h o t h e r a n i m a l s as t h e y a re a b l e 

t o o v e r c o m e t h e y d e v o u r ; f r e q u e n t l y e n t e r i n g t h e 

h o u s e s o f p o u l t r y , s u c k i n g t h e e g g s , a n d d e v o u r 

i n g t h e f o w l s : t h e y a re b o l d , n i m b l e , a n d a c t i v e , 

b u t a re g e n e r a l l y r e p u t e d n o t v e n o m o u s , a n d h a v e 

n o f a n g s l i k e t h e v i p e r k i n d . I n e v e r o b s e r v e d 

t h e i r c o l o u r s t o v a r y . " M r . C a t e s b y ' s f i g u r e r e 

p r e s e n t s t h e h e a d c o v e r e d w i t h l a r g e s c a l e s : a n d 

t h e t a i l r e m a r k a b l y t h i c k , s h o r t , a n d o b t u s e . 

C U P R E O U S S N A K E . 

Coluber Acontia. C. cupreus, squamis albo carinatis, abdomine 
Jlavo rubro macuiato. 

Copper-coloured Snake, wi th the scales carinated by a white 
line, and abdomen yellow with red spots. 

Serpens Acontias, sive Jaculus Americanus, & c . Seb. 2. f. 
64. f . 1. 

IN its general appearance this snake, according 

t o Seba's figure, bears a c o n s i d e r a b l e r e s e m b l a n c e 

t o t h e C o p p e r - b e l l y o f C a t e s b y , b u t t h e h e a d is 

l a r g e r , a n d c o v e r e d w i t h s m a l l scales, t h e n e c k 

t h i n n e r , a n d t h e t a i l s o m e w h a t m o r e t a p e r : t h e 

w h o l e u p p e r p a r t s a re o f a l i g h t c o p p e r c o l o u r , 

e a c h sca le m a r k e d b y a w h i t e s t r e a k o r c a r i n a : 

t h e a b d o m e n is y e l l o w , s p o t t e d o n t h e edges w i t h 

s m a l l r e d s p e c k s . F r o m t h e s ize o f t h e h e a d , a n d 

i t s b e i n g c o v e r e d w i t h s m a l l scales, i t s h o u l d s eem 

t h a t t h i s is a p o i s o n o u s species . I t is a n a t i v e o f 

t h e i s l a n d o f S a n t a C r u z . 
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SURINAM SNAKE. 

Coluber Surinamensis. C. cinereus, subtus subflavescens, corpore 
fasciisferrugineis subundulatis transverses cincto. 

Cinereous Snake, yellowish beneath, with the body surrounded 
by somewhat undulated transverse ferruginous bands. 

Anguis Surinamensis sonum edens. Seb. 2. t. 59. f- 2. 

AN elegant species: length about three feet and 

a h a l f : h a b i t m o d e r a t e l y s t o u t o r t h i c k : h e a d r a 

t h e r l a r g e , a n d f u r n i s h e d w i t h l a r g i s h scales i n 

f r o n t : c o l o u r o f t h e w h o l e a n i m a l c i n e r e o u s , 

m a r k e d f r o m t h e n e c k t o t h e e n d o f t h e t a i l w i t h 

m o d e r a t e l y b r o a d , e q u i d i s t a n t , a n d s o m e w h a t u n 

d u l a t e d r u f o u s - y e l l o w b a n d s o r z o n e s e n t i r e l y s u r 

r o u n d i n g t h e b o d y : t a i l o f m o d e r a t e l e n g t h , g r a 

d u a l l y t a p e r i n g t o t h e e x t r e m i t y : s a i d t o b e a 

n a t i v e o f S u r i n a m : a l l i e d i n h a b i t t o t h e C o l u b e r 

a n g u l a t u s . 

C O R N S N A K E . 

Coluber Carolinianus. C.Jlavescens, maculis magnis ferrugineis 
albo nigroque marginatis, abdomine nigro variato. 

Yellowish Snake, with large ferruginous spots with black and 
white margins; and abdomen variegated with black. 

Corn Snake. Catesb. CaioL 2. pi. 55. 

THIS is a highly beautiful animal, arriving 

s o m e t i m e s a t a v e r y c o n s i d e r a b l e s ize , a n d m e a 

s u r i n g five f e e t o r m o r e i n l e n g t h , , t h o u g h c o m 

m o n l y seen m u c h s m a l l e r . I t s h a b i t o r g e n e r a l 
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f o r m r e s e m b l e s t h a t o f t h e Natrix, o r c o m m o n 

E n g l i s h S n a k e , a n d i t s g e n e r a l c o l o u r is p a l e 

w h i t i s h y e l l o w , o r n a m e n t e d o n t h e u p p e r p a r t s 

w i t h n u m e r o u s l a r g e a n d s o m e w h a t i r r e g u l a r 

o v a t e p a t c h e s o f very b r i g h t f e r r u g i n o u s , b o r 

d e r e d w i t h b l a c k o r d e e p b r o w n , w i t h a f e w 

s m a l l w h i t e s p o t s i n t e r m i x e d : t h e s e spo t s o r 

p a t c h e s a r e l a r g e s t o n t h e b a c k , a n d s m a l l e s t o n 

t h e s ides , w h e r e t h e y a re a c c o m p a n i e d b y s t i l l 

s m a l l e r s p e c k s o f b l a c k : t h e u n d e r p a r t s a re w h i t 

i s h , t i n g e d w i t h y e l l o w , a n d v a r i e d h e r e a n d t h e r e 

b y i r r e g u l a r l y a n g u l a r b l a c k i s h p a t c h e s . L i k e 

m o s t o t h e r s n a k e s , i t appea r s m o r e o r less b r i l 

l i a n t l y c o l o u r e d a t d i f f e r e n t p e r i o d s , a n d is m o s t 

b e a u t i f u l a f t e r h a v i n g c a s t i t s s k i n : t h e g r o u n d 

c o l o u r is s o m e t i m e s s u f f u s e d w i t h a t i n g e o f p u r p l e , 

w h i c h a d d s a p e c u l i a r b e a u t y t o i t s a p p e a r a n c e . 

I t is o f a n i n n o c e n t n a t u r e , a n d is p r i n c i p a l l y 

f o u n d i n w o o d s . I t is a n a t i v e o f N o r t h A m e r i c a , 

a n d i n p a r t i c u l a r o f C a r o l i n a . M r . C a t e s b y d e 

s c r i b e s i t u n d e r t h e n a m e o f t h e C o r n S n a k e , w h i c h 

h e t e l l s us is g i v e n i t f r o m a f a n c i e d r e s e m b l a n c e 

o f i t s c o l o u r t o t h o s e o f s o m e k i n d s o f I n d i a n c o r n 

o r m a i z e . I t i s , a c c o r d i n g t o C a t e s b y , " a g r e a t 

r o b b e r o f h e n - r o o s t s . " H i s f i g u r e r e p r e s e n t s i t as 

o f a s u b f e r r u g i n o u s y e l l o w , w i t h r e d d i s h b r o w n 

d o r s a l s p o t s a n d v a r i e g a t i o n s . I t is s o m e t i m e s 

c a l l e d b y t h e n a m e o f t h e B e e c h S n a k e . T h e Com

pressed Snake o f M r . M e r r e m , 2 . p i . 1 1 . appears 

m u c h a l l i e d t o t h i s i n g e n e r a l a p p e a r a n c e . 
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T E X T I L E S N A K E . 

Coluber Textilis. C. grheo-flavescens, nigro irroratus,fasciis nu
merous undulatis rubro-ferrugineis transversis. 

Yellowish-grey Snake, freckled with black, and marked by niw 
merous, undulated, transverse, bright-ferruginous stripes. 

Serpens Brasiliensis textilis. Seb. 2. t. 6 7 f . 3. 
Serpens Surinamensis elegans. Seb. 2. t. 31* J", 1. 
Serpens Ammodytes Americana flammifera. Seb. 2. t. 3 1 . f . 2. 

A RATHER large and very elegant species, re

p r e s e n t e d o n s o m e o f Seba's p l a t e s , b u t n o t r e f e r -

r i b l e t o a n y L i n n a e a n spec ies : g e n e r a l h a b i t t h a t 

o f t h e N a t r i x : g r o u n d c o l o u r y e l l o w i s h g r e y , 

w i t h n u m e r o u s , p r e t t y c l o s e t y - p l a c e d , t r a n s v e r s e , 

i r r e g u l a r l y a n g u l a r b a n d s o f b r i g h t f e r r u g i n o u s 

o r d u s k y r e d , s c a t t e r e d o v e r , as is a l so t h e g r o u n d 

c o l o u r , w i t h n u m e r o u s b l a c k s p e c k s o f d i f f e r e n t 

s i z e s : h e a d r u f o u s , c o v e r e d w i t h l a r g e s c a l e s ; 

u n d e r p a r t s t h r o u g h o u t t h e w h o l e l e n g t h p a l e 

3 7 e l l o w : t a i l v e r y s l e n d e r a n d s h a r p - p o i n t e d : n a 

t i v e o f E r a s i l , S u r i n a m , a n d o t h e r p a r t s o f S o u t h 

A m e r i c a . 











4 6 3 

W A M P U M S N A K E . 

Coluber Fasciatus. C. cceruleus, subtus pallidior cceruleo luci~ 
diore variatvs. 

Blue Snake, paler and variegated with brighter blue beneath. 
Wampum Snake. Catesb. Carol. 2. pi. 58 
Coluber fasciatus ? Lin. Syst. Nat. p. 378. 
Fasciated Snake. Nat. Misc. vol. S. pi. 266, 
Abdominal scuta 12S ? subcaudal scales 67 ? 

THIS, which is one of the handsomest of the 

N o r t h A m e r i c a n s n a k e s , is d e s c r i b e d a n d f i g u r e d b y 

C a t e s b y , b u t as t h a t a u t h o r l i v e d a t a p e r i o d w h e n 

t h e r u l e s o f m o d e r n n a t u r a l h i s t o r y w e r e i n a g r e a t 

d e g r e e u n k n o w n , h e seems t o h a v e g i v e n a g e 

n e r a l r a t h e r t h a n a m i n u t e l y a c c u r a t e r e p r e s e n t a 

t i o n o f t h e a n i m a l ; h i s f i g u r e n o t e x p r e s s i n g t h e 

a b d o m i n a l a n d s u b c a u d a l s c u t a a n d squamae. T h e 

W a m p u m S n a k e , h e i n f o r m s us , is o f a d a r k b l u e 

a b o v e , t h e b e l l y b e i n g f i n e l y c l o u d e d M a t h b r i g h t e r 

b l u e : t h e h e a d s m a l l i n p r o p o r t i o n t o t h e b o d y : h e 

a d d s , t h a t i t is a n i n n o c e n t species , a n d s o m e 

t i m e s g r o w s t o t h e l e n g t h o f f i v e f e e t , r e t a i n i n g 

i t s c o l o u r s a n d m a r k s t h r o u g h o u t a l l p e r i o d s o f i t s 

g r o w t h . I t r e c e i v e s i t s c o m m o n t i t l e o f t h e 

W a m p u m S n a k e f r o m i t s c o l o u r s , w h i c h r e s e m b l e 

t h o s e o f t h e s t r i n g s o f I n d i a n m o n e y c a l l e d W a m 

p u m , c o m p o s e d o f she l l s c u t i n t o r e g u l a r p ieces , 

a n d s t r u n g M a t h a m i x t u r e o f b l u e a n d w h i t e . 

I t is a n a t i v e o f C a r o l i n a a n d V i r g i n i a , 
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B L A C K S N A K E . 

Coluber Constrictor. C. totus niger, lucidus, longissimus. 
Shining-black Snake, with very long slender body. 
Black Snake. Catesb. Carol. 2. pi. 48. 
Coluber Constrictor. Lin. Syst. Nat. p. 385. 
Abdominal scuta 186, subcaudal scales 92. 

"THIS," says Catesby, " is a large and very 

l o n g s n a k e ; s o m e b e i n g s i x f e e t i n l e n g t h : t h e y 

a re a l l o v e r o f a s h i n i n g b l a c k , n e v e r c h a n g i n g 

t h e i r c o l o u r , a n d a re v e r y n i m b l e a n d b e n e f i c i a l 

i n k i l l i n g r a t s , w h i c h t h e y p u r s u e A v i t h w o n d e r f u l 

a g i l i t y t o t h e r o o f s a n d a l l p a r t s o f h o u s e s a n d 

b a r n s , w h e r e r a t s a re a b l e t o r u n , f o r w h i c h ser

v i c e t h e y a re p r e s e r v e d b y m o s t o f t h e i n h a b i 

t a n t s : t h e y a re b o l d a n d f u r i o u s , l e a p i n g a t a n d 

b i t i n g t h o s e t h a t a t t a c k t h e m , t h o u g h n o h a r m 

ensues ; t h e i r b i t e n o t b e i n g v e n o m o u s : i t is c o m 

m o n l y s a i d i n C a r o l i n a t h a t t h e y w i l l a t t a c k a n d 

s w a l l o w R a t t l e - S n a k e s : i t is c e r t a i n m o s t o r a l l 

s n a k e s w i l l d e v o u r o n e a n o t h e r , n o t o n l y o f t h e i r 

o w n b u t o f o t h e r k i n d s , w h i c h I h a v e o f t e n seen ; 

o n e , a f t e r a l o n g s t r u g g l e , s w a l l o w i n g a n o t h e r b u t 

l i t t l e less t h a n i t s e l f . T h e y a re t h e m o s t n u m e 

r o u s o f a l l s n a k e s . " 

" M a n y r i d i c u l o u s , f r i g h t s , " says M r . P e n n a n t , 

" h a v e h a p p e n e d f r o m t h i s i n n o c e n t r e p t i l e . A s 

e v e r y o n e i n A m e r i c a is f u l l o f t h e d r e a d o f t h e 

R a t t l e - S n a k e , t h e y a re a p t t o fly a t t h e s i g h t o f 

a n y o f t h e s e r p e n t k i n d . T h i s p u r s u e s , - s o o n o v e r 

t a k e s , a n d t w i s t i n g r o u n d t h e l e g s o f t h e f u g i t i v e , 
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s o o n b r i n g s h i m t o t h e g r o u n d ; b u t h e h a p p i l y 

r e c e i v e s n o h u r t , b u t w h a t m a y r e s u l t f r o m t h e 

f r i g h t ; a l l t h e m i s c h i e f t h i s spec ies does i s t o t h e 

h o u s e w i v e s , f o r i t w i l l s k i m t h e i r m i l k - p a n s o f t h e 

c r e a m , a n d r o b t h e i r h e n - r o o s t s o f a l l t h e e g g s . " 

— A r c t . Zool. Append, p. 9 2 . 

V I P E R - H E A D E D S N A K E . 

Coluber Viperiuus. C. albido-griseus, fasciis transversis nigri-
cantibus apice bifidis macula capitis bifurcata nigra, abdomine 
utrinque fusco maculato. 

Pale-grey Snake, wi th blackish brown transverse bands, bifid 
towards their extremities, head marked by a bifurcated black 
spot, and sides of the abdomen spotted with brown. 

Abdominal scuta 166, subcaudal scales 87. 

T H I S species is d e s c r i b e d b y Seba, a n d is a n 

a n i m a l o f c o n s i d e r a b l e e l e g a n c e : i t s l e n g t h is 

a b o u t t h r e e f e e t : i t s h a b i t m o d e r a t e l y s l e n d e r , y e t 

s t r o n g , a n d i t s c o l o u r v e r y p a l e g r e y o r w h i t i s h , 

f a s c i a t e d t h r o u g h o u t i t s w h o l e l e n g t h , b y n e a r l y 

e q u i d i s t a n t b l a c k o r v e r y d e e p - b r o w n b a n d s , 

w h i c h , as i n t h e L i n n a s a n Coluber 2Esculapii, a r e 

d i v i d e d b e n e a t h a b o u t h a l f w a y u p w a r d s b y a n a r 

r o w w h i t e s t r i p e : t h e h e a d is c o v e r e d i n f r o n t 

w i t h l a r g e scales , a n d m a r k e d o n t h e t o p b y a 

b l a c k p a t c h o f s i m i l a r f o r m t o t h a t o n t h e h e a d o f 

t h e V i p e r , e x c e p t t h a t t h e t w o d i v i s i o n s a re m o r e 

a c u t e : o n e a c h s i d e t h e h e a d , ac ross t h e eyes , is a 

l o n g i t u d i n a l b l a c k s t r i p e , c o m m u n i c a t i n g w i t h 

t h e f i r s t d o r s a l b a r ; a n d t h e t i p o f t h e nose is a l so 
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t h e s a m e c o l o u r : o n t h e a b d o m i n a l s c u t a a re s c a t 

t e r e d a f e w s m a l l b l a c k i s h o r d u s k y spo t s o f d i f 

f e r e n t s ize a n d s h a p e : t h e s k i n i s s m o o t h a n d 

g l o s s y . Seba c o n s i d e r s t h i s s n a k e as a k i n d o f 

V i p e r , b u t , a c c o r d i n g t o t h e o b s e r v a t i o n s o f M r . 

M e r r e m , i t is d e s t i t u t e o f f a n g s , a n d is c o n s e 

q u e n t l y a n i n n o c u o u s species . I t is a n a t i v e o f 

A m e r i c a . 

P L I C A T I L E S N A K E . 

Coluber Plicatilis. C. fusco-favescens, svhtus pallidus, fascia 
utrinque laterali fusco-ferruginea albido maculata. 

Yellowish-brown Snake, pale beneath, wi th a lateral dusky 
stripe on each side the body marked by a row of white spots. 

Coluber plicatilis. Lin. Si/st. Nat. p. 376. Mus. Ad. Frid. 
p. 23. 

Serpens Bali-Salan-Boekit. Seb. 1. t. 57-f 5. 
Abdominal scuta 131, subcaudal scales 46. 

A MODERATELY large species, generally mea

s u r i n g b e t w e e n t w o a n d t h r e e f e e t , o r m o r e , i n 

l e n g t h : c o l o u r y e l l o w i s h b r o w n , w i t h a d u s k y , 

a n d s o m e t i m e s r e d d i s h , l a t e r a l s t r i p e i m m e d i a t e l y 

a b o v e t h e s c u t a , f o r m e d b y a r o w o f c o n f l u e n t 

d u s k y s p o t s w i t h w h i t e c e n t r e s : a b d o m e n pa l e , 

m a r k e d w i t h t h r e e , a n d s o m e t i m e s f o u r , r o w s o f 

s m a l l d u s k y s p o t s : h e a d c o v e r e d i n f r o n t w i t h 

l a r g e sca les : s n o u t o b t u s e : t a i l t h i c k , a n d r a t h e r 

o b t u s e . T h e s p e c i m e n o f t h i s s n a k e d e s c r i b e d 

b y L i n n a e u s i n t h e Museum Adolplti Friderici seems 

t o h a v e b e e n r a t h e r s m a l l . T h e C o u n t d e C e p e d e 

i n f o r m s us, t h a t t h e s p e c i m e n i n t h e K i n g o f 



C H A I N S N A K E . 4 6 7 

F r a n c e ' s M u s e u m m e a s u r e d m o r e t h a n s i x f e e t i n 

l e n g t h . 

C H A I N S N A K E . 

Coluber Getulus. C. nigro-violaceus, fasciis angustis transversis 
distantibus luteis, super latera bifidis, in abdomine tessellatis. 

Blackish-violet Snake, with narrow, distant, transverse, gold-
coloured bands, divaricating on the sides, and tesselated on 
the abdomen. 

Coluber Getulus. Lin. Syst. Nat. p. 382. 
Chain Snake. Catesb. Carol. 2. pi. 52. 
Abdominal scuta 215, subcaudal scales 44. 

ONE of the most elegant of the North Ameri

c a n snakes , as w e l l as t h e m o s t s i n g u l a r i n i t s 

p a t t e r n : i t s g e n e r a l l e n g t h is a b o u t t h r e e f e e t , a n d 

i t s p r o p o r t i o n s n e a r l y t h o s e o f t h e c o m m o n E n g 

l i s h S n a k e : t h e c o l o u r o f t h e w h o l e a n i m a l is a n 

e x t r e m e l y d e e p v i o l e t , so d a r k as t o a p p e a r b l a c k 

o n a c u r s o r y v i e w , w h i l e t h r o u g h o u t t h e w h o l e 

l e n g t h , f r o m t h e h e a d t o t h e e n d o f t h e t a i l , a r e 

r e g u l a r l y d i s p o s e d n u m e r o u s , e q u i d i s t a n t , t r a n s 

ve r se r i n g s o r n a r r o w b a n d s o f a b r i g h t y e l l o w 

c o l o u r , e a c h d i v i d i n g o n t h e s ides b e f o r e i t passes 

u n d e r t h e a b d o m e n , a n d b e i n g o f a n i r r e g u l a r l y 

a n g u l a r o u t l i n e , m o r e e s p e c i a l l y o n t h e a b d o m e n , 

w h i c h , i n c o n s e q u e n c e , appears as i f t e s s e l a t ed 

w i t h s q u a r e y e l l o w s p o t s : t h e h e a d is s m a l l , o f a 

s o m e w h a t a n g u l a r shape , a n d c o v e r e d i n f r o n t , as 

i n m o s t o t h e r i n n o c e n t snakes , w i t h l a r g e scales : 

t h e t a i l is o f m o d e r a t e l e n g t h , m e a s u r i n g a b o u t 

a fifth p a r t o f t h e w h o l e , a n d g r a d u a l l y t a p e r s 
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t o t h e e x t r e m i t y . T h i s s n a k e is f o u n d i n C a r o 

l i n a , V i r g i n i a , & c . f r e q u e n t i n g m o i s t w o o d s , a n d 

s h a d y p laces , a n d p r e y i n g o n L i z a r d s , & c . I n t h e 

B r i t i s h M u s e u m is a l a r g e s p e c i m e n w h i c h appea r s 

t o h a v e b e e n t a k e n i n t h e a c t o f s w a l l o w i n g a 

p r e t t y l a r g e l i z a r d ( A m e i v a ) , a n d i n c o n s e q u e n c e 

o f w h i c h t h e j a w s a re f u l l as m u c h d i l a t e d as t h o s e 

o f t h e Coluber corallinus f i g u r e d i n a s i m i l a r s i t u a 

t i o n b y Seba, a n d r e p r e s e n t e d a l so i n t h e p r e s e n t 

w o r k . 

B R O A D - N O S E D S N A K E . 

Coluber Platurinus. C. albus fusco-maculatus, corpore fascils 
latis fuscis annulato. 

White Snake, spotted with brown, and annulated with broad 
brown zones. 

Serpens Guineensis rarissima M i l l i o dicta. Seb. 2. t. 8 3 . f . 3? 

A HANDSOME species: habit somewhat resem

b l i n g t h a t o f t h e Col. Natrlv, b u t t h e t a i l r a t h e r 

m o r e s l e n d e r i n p r o p o r t i o n : b a c k s l i g h t l y c a 

r i n a t e d , s ides s o m e w h a t s l o p i n g , a n d a b d o m e n 

f l a t f i s h : c o l o u r o f t h e w h o l e a n i m a l a n e q u a l v a 

r i e g a t i o n o f b r o a d b l a c k i s h - b r o w n a n d w h i t e 

b a n d s , e q u i d i s t a n t f r o m e a c h o t h e r , a n d e n t i r e l y 

s u r r o u n d i n g t h e r e s p e c t i v e p a r t s : t h e w h i t e b a n d s 

a r e s p o t t e d w i t h b l a c k : h e a d r a t h e r l a r g e t h a n 

s m a l l , c o v e r e d w i t h l a r g e scales o f a b l a c k - b r o w n 

c o l o u r , e l e g a n t l y s e p a r a t e d f r o m e a c h o t h e r by i n 

t e r v e n i n g w h i t e spaces, so t h a t t h e h e a d appea r s 

m a r k e d w i t h l a r g e b l a c k spo t s o n a w h i t e g r o u n d : 
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nose a b r u p t o r t r u n c a t e d : t a i l v e r y l o n g , s l e n d e r , 

a n d g r a d u a l l y t a p e r i n g t o t h e e x t r e m i t y : l e n g t h 

o f t h e w h o l e a n i m a l a b o u t t h r e e f e e t a n d a h a l f : 

scales o f m o d e r a t e s ize , o v a t e , a n d n o t c a r i n a t e d . 

D e s c r i b e d f r o m a s p e c i m e n i n t h e M u s e u m o f 

D r . W i l l i a m H u n t e r . N a t i v e c o u n t r y u n k n o w n . 

F U L V O U S S N A K E . 

Coluber Fulvus. C.fakus, fusco maculatus, corpore fasciis t:i-
gris annulato, cauda brevissima. 

Fulvous Snake, spotted with brown, and annulatcd with black
ish zones, wi th very short tai l . 

Coluber udvus. Lin. Syst. Net. p. 381. 
Abdominal scuta 218, subcaudal scales 3 1 . 

VERY much allied in the disposition of its 

c o l o u r s t o t h e p r e c e d i n g ; t h e b o d y b e i n g m a r k e d 

b y a l t e r n a t e b l a c k a n d y e l l o w i s h zones , t h e y e l 

l o w i s h p a r t s s p o t t e d w i t h f e r r u g i n o u s : l e n g t h 

a b o u t a f o o t a n d h a l f : t a i l v e r y s h o r t , b e i n g 

s c a r c e l y m o r e t h a n a t w e l f t h o f t h e w h o l e l e n g t h : 

t h e h e a d is b r o w n a b o v e , a n d c o v e r e d w i t h l a r g e 

scales . N a t i v e o f N o r t h A m e r i c a . 
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S H O R T - T A I L E D S N A K E , 

Coluber Brachiurus. C. ferrvgineus, subtus albido-Jlavescens, 
squamis subhexagonis, cauda obtusa brevissima. 

Ferruginous Snake, yellowish white beneath, with subhexa-
gonal scales, and extremely short obtuse tai l . 

Coluber albus ? Lin. Syst. Nat. p. 378. Mus. Ad. Frid. p. 24. 
t. 14 . / . 1. 

Stumpfschw'anzigte Natter. Merrem Beytr. 2. p. 36. t. 37. 
Abdominal scuta 170, subcaudal scales 26. 

D E S C R I B E D f r o m a s p e c i m e n i n t h e M u s e u m 

o f D r . W i l l i a m H u n t e r . L e n g t h a b o u t a f o o t a n d 

h a l f : h a b i t r e s e m b l i n g t h a t o f t h e g e n u s Anguis : 

h e a d o f s i m i l a r d i a m e t e r w i t h t h e n e c k a n d b o d y , 

b u t s l i g h t l y t a p e r i n g a t t h e nose , a n d c o v e r e d i n 

f r o n t w i t h l a r g e s c a l e s : t h o s e o n t h e r e m a i n d e r o f 

t h e u p p e r p a r t s a l l h e x a g o n a l , a n d r a t h e r l a r g e i n 

p r o p o r t i o n t o t h e s ize o f t h e a n i m a l : c o l o u r f e r r u 

g i n o u s b r o w n , t h e s k i n a p p e a r i n g b e t w e e n t h e 

s c a l e s : b e n e a t h y e l l o w i s h w h i t e : s c u t a n a r r o w : 

t a i l e x t r e m e l y s h o r t , s c a r c e m e a s u r i n g t w o i n c h e s , 

a n d t a p e r i n g p r e t t y s u d d e n l y t o a n o b t u s e p o i n t . 

N a t i v e c o u n t r y u n k n o w n . 

T h i s seems t o b e t h e species d e s c r i b e d a n d f i g u r e d 

b y M r . M e r r e m u n d e r t h e t i t l e o f Stumpfschw'dn-

zigte Natter, a n d w h i c h h e , w i t h g r e a t p r o b a 

b i l i t y , supposes t o b e t h e C o l u b e r a l b u s o f L i n 

naeus, t h e d e s c r i p t i o n i n t h e Museum Adolphi Fri-

derici a g r e e i n g i n a l l p a r t i c u l a r s e x c e p t t h a t o f 

c o l o u r , a n d i t appears p r e t t y c l e a r l y t h a t L i n n a e u s 
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m u s t h a v e d e s c r i b e d a s p e c i m e n A v h i c h h a d l o s t i t s 

c o l o u r b y b e i n g l o n g p r e s e r v e d i n s p i r i t s . I t s n a 

t i v e c o u n t r y , a c c o r d i n g t o L i n n a e u s , is I n d i a . 

B L U E - G R E E N S N A K E . 

Coluber Viridissimus. C. aeruko-viridissimus, dorso subpurpur-
ascente, abdomine subalbente, scutis medio dilatatis. 

Vivid blue-green Snake, with a tinge of purple on the back, 
and whitish abdomen with the scuta dilated towards the 
middle. 

Coluber viridissimus. Lin. Syst. Nat. p. 388. Mus. Ad. Frid. 
2. p. 46. 

Serpens Surinamensis Flosculus dictus. Seb. 2. t. 67. f . 1, 2. 
Serpens Americana caerulea Dipsas dicta? Seb. 2. t. 3 . f . 2. 
Abdominal scuta 217, subcaudal scales 122. 

A VERY elegant species, of middling size, grow

i n g t o t h e l e n g t h o f a b o u t t h r e e f e e t : h e a d s l i g h t l y 

o b t u s e , o f m o d e r a t e s ize , c o v e r e d w i t h v e r y l a r g e 

s c a l y p l a t e s : r e m a i n d e r o f t h e u p p e r p a r t s w i t h 

o v a t e scales : c o l o u r o f t h e w h o l e a n i m a l a v e r y 

fine s t r o n g b l u e - g r e e n , w i t h a s u f f u s i o n o f p u r p l e 

c o m b i n e d , e s p e c i a l l y t o w a r d s t h e b a c k : a b d o m e n 

p a l e o r w h i t i s h g r e e n : t a i l o f m o d e r a t e l e n g t h , a n d 

s l e n d e r . L i n n a e u s o b s e r v e s t h a t t h e a b d o m i n a l 

s c u t a a re o f a w i d e r o r m o r e d i l a t e d f o r m i n t h e 

m i d d l e t h a n i n o t h e r s n a k e s : t h e c o l o u r appears t o 

v a r y , so as t o e x h i b i t m o r e o r less o f t h e b l u e 

t i n g e , w h i c h s o m e t i m e s b e c o m e s t h e p r e d o m i n a n t 

c o l o u r , a n d i n s u c h s p e c i m e n s t h e a b d o m e n is 

p a l e r o r w h i t e r t h a n i n o t h e r s . T h e r e c a n b e l i t t l e 

d o u b t b u t t h a t t h e s p e c i m e n s figured o n p l a t e 67 
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o f t h e s e c o n d v o l u m e o f Seba, u n d e r t h e n a m e o f 

Flosculus, a re o f t h i s k i n d ; t h e c o l o u r b e i n g p a l e 

b l u e , w i t h a s l i g h t t i n g e o f v i o l e t d o w n t h e b a c k , 

a n d t h e a b d o m e n w h i l e . T h i s b e a u t i f u l s n a k e i s 

a n a t i v e o f S u r i n a m , a n d is a h a r m l e s s spec ies . 

L U T R I X S N A K E . 

Coluber Lutrix. C. plumbeus, dorso aurantio, abdomineflavo. 
Lead-coloured Snake, with orange-coloured back and yellow 

abdomen. 
Coluber Lu t r i x . Lin. Syst. Nat. p. 275. 
Serpens eximia Africana crocea, fronte albo. Seb. 2. t. 86*./. 5. 
Duberria. Seb. 2. t. l . f . 6 ? 
Abdominal scuta 134, subcaudal scales 27. 

THIS is a small but elegant Snake, usually mea

s u r i n g n i n e o r t e n i n c h e s o r n e a r a f o o t i n l e n g t h , 

a n d ' b e i n g r a t h e r t h i c k i n p r o p o r t i o n : t h e c o l o u r 

i s d e s c r i b e d b y L i n n a e u s as y e l l o w a b o v e a n d b e 

n e a t h , a n d b l u e i s h o n t h e s i d e s : h e q u o t e s , h o w 

e v e r , n o figure as a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e o f t h e species , 

b u t i t is p r o b a b l y t h e Serpens eximia Africana 

crocea fronte albo o f Seba, v o l . 2 . p i . 8 6 . f . 5. 

w h i c h is s a i d b v t h a t a u t h o r t o b e o f a n o r a n g e -

c o l o u r a b o v e , w i t h t h e u p p e r p a r t o f t h e h e a d a n d 

t h e a b d o m e n w h i t e . I t a l s o seems t o be t h e Du

berria o f t h e same a u t h o r , f i g u r e d a t p i . 1. f . 6 . 

w h i c h is d e s c r i b e d as b l u e a b o v e , w i t h a m i d d l e 

r a n g e o f s m a l l r e d s p e c k s , b r o w n o n t h e s ides , 

a n d c i n e r e o u s y e l l o w b e n e a t h , a n d s u p p o s e d b y 

Seba t o b e a n a t i v e o f C e y l o n , as t h e o r a n g e -
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c o l o u r e d o n e w a s o f A f r i c a . L i n n a e u s a s s i g n s 

I n d i a as t h e n a t i v e c o u n t r y o f h i s a n i m a l . I t p r o 

b a b l y v a r i e s i n c o l o u r , a s p e c i m e n i n t h e B r i t i s h 

M u s e u m b e i n g e n t i r e l y o f a l e a d - c o l o u r a b o v e , 

a n d w h i t e b e n e a t h : t h e s c u t a v e r y n a r r o w , a n d 

f o r m i n g a w h i t e v i t t a o r b a n d c l o w n t h e w h o l e 

u n d e r p a r t o f t h e a n i m a l , e d g e d o n e a c h s i d e b y a 

l i n e o f s u b t r i g o n a l b l a c k s p o t s w i t h d e s c e n d i n g 

p o i n t s ; t h e w h o l e a g r e e i n g m o s t a c c u r a t e l y w i t h 

t h e first-mentioned figure i n Seba , t h o u g h d i f f e r 

i n g as t o c o l o u r s . T o t h i s I m a y a d d , t h a t i n S i r 

H a n s S loane ' s c o p y o f t h a t w o r k , n o w i n t h e B r i t i s h 

M u s e u m , t h e a b o v e f i g u r e is c o l o u r e d as i n t h e 

s p e c i m e n j u s t m e n t i o n e d , i n o p p o s i t i o n t o t h e 

p r i n t e d d e s c r i p t i o n o f t h e a u t h o r , i n w h i c h t h e r e 

m a y p r o b a b l y h a v e b e e n s o m e m i s t a k e . 

VAR. ? 

Schmahlbauchigte Natter. Merrem Beytr. I, p. 7- t. 1. 

THIS, which is described and figured by Mer

r e m , is p e r h a p s n o o t h e r t h a n a v a r i e t y o f t h e 

L u t r i x , d i f f e r i n g o n l y i n h a v i n g t h e t a i l r a t h e r 

m o r e o b t u s e t h a n i n t h e S e b a n figures a b o v e m e n 

t i o n e d : i t s c o l o u r is s a i d b y M e r r e m t o b e p a l e 

c h o c o l a t e - b r o w n a b o v e , b l u e i s h o n t h e s ides, a n d 

y e l l o w o n t h e a b d o m e n : t h e a b d o m i n a l s c u t a 1 1 7 , 

a n d t h e s u b c a u d a l scales 3 8 . 

v . i n . r . n . 3 1 
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G R A P H I C S N A K E . 

Coluber Graphicus. C. cinereus, supra lineis nigricantibus cha-
racteriformibus notatus, abdomine pallida fusco variato. 

Cinereous Snake, marked above with blackish characteriform 
lines, and pale abdomen variegated with brown. 

Serpens de Moculo Americana. Seb. 2. t. 75./. 3. f 
Abdominal scuta 143, subcaudal scales 73. 

SIZE of Berus: colour above glaucous, with a 

t i n g e o f f e r r u g i n o u s , a n d m a r k e d a l l o v e r t h e 

b a c k a n d s ides w i t h n a r r o w b l a c k c h a r a c t e r i f o r m 

s t r e a k s i n d i f f e r e n t d i r e c t i o n s , a n d e d g e d o n t h e i r 

e x t e r i o r s i d e w i t h s m a l l l o n g i t u d i n a l w h i t i s h 

m a r k s , t h e edges o f t h e sca les b e i n g o f t h a t c o 

l o u r : a b d o m e n p a l e o r w h i t e , t h e e d g e s o r s ides 

o f t h e s c u t a ( a n d i n s o m e p a r t s t h e m i d d l e ) 

m a r k e d w i t h l a r g e s q u a r e b l a c k i s h - b r o w n p a t c h e s : 

t a i l l o n g a n d s l e n d e r , a b d o m e n s e p a r a t e d f r o m t h e 

u p p e r p a r t s b y a v e r y d i s t i n c t s i d e - l i n e : h e a d 

s c a r c e l a r g e r t h a n t h e n e c k , o f a l o n g i s h f o r m , 

a n d c o v e r e d w i t h l a r g e s c a l e s : b e h i n d e a c h e y e a 

l a r g e a n d l o n g t r i a n g u l a r d a r k p a t c h , i n c l u d i n g 

a n o v a l w h i t e o n e : d e s c r i b e d f r o m a s p e c i m e n i n 

t h e B r i t i s h M u s e u m . I t a l so o c c u r s i n t h e M u 

s e u m o f D r . H u n t e r . 
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C O A C H - W H I P S N A K E . 

Coluber Flagellum. C. longissimus, gracillimus, fuscus, abdo
mine pallido. 

Extremely long, slender, brown Snake, with pale abdomen. 
Coach-Whip Snake. Catesb. Carol. 2. pi, 54. 

THIS is a very long and slender species, mea

s u r i n g f r o m f o u r t o s i x f e e t o r m o r e i n l e n g t h : i t s 

c o l o u r is a n u n i f o r m d u s k y b r o w n , p a l e s t b e n e a t h : 

i t i s , a c c o r d i n g t o C a t e s b y , i t s f i r s t d e s c r i b e r , 

" v e r y a c t i v e a n d n i m b l e , r u n n i n g v e r y s w i f t l y : 

i n o f f e n s i v e ; y e t t h e I n d i a n s r e p o r t , n o t w i t h o u t 

g a i n i n g m a n y p r o s e l y t e s t o t h e i r s i l l y b e l i e f , t h a t 

i t w i l l , b y a j e r k o f i t s t a i l , s e p a r a t e a m a n i n t w o 

p a r t s . " I t is a n a t i v e o f N o r t h A m e r i c a , a n d n o t 

u n c o m m o n i n C a r o l i n a a n d V i r g i n i a . 

C E N C H O A S N A K E . 

Coluber Cenchoa. C. albidusgracilis, fasciis transversis rhombea-
tis fuscis, capite subgloboso. 

Slender whitish Snake, wi th transverse rhomboidal brown 
bands, and subglobose head. 

Coluber Cenchoa. Lin. Syst. Nat. p. 389. 
Anguis de Cencoatl Americanus. Seb. 2. t. l6.f. 2, 3. 
Abdominal scuta 210, subcaudal scales 124. 

A REMARKABLE species, growing sometimes to 

t h e l e n g t h o f t h r e e o r e v e n f o u r f e e t , y e t s c a i c e l y 

e x c e e d i n g t h e t h i c k n e s s o f a s w a n q u i l l : h e a d 

v e r y l a r g e , a n d n e a r l y g l o b u l a r : n e c k e x t r e m e l y 
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t h i n : t a i l v e r y l o n g , m e a s u r i n g n e a r a t h i r d p a r t 

o f t h e w h o l e a n i m a l , a n d g r a d u a l l y t a p e r i n g t o 

t h e e x t r e m i t y : c o l o u r w h i t e o r y e l l o w i s h , m a r k e d 

t h r o u g h o u t t h e w h o l e u p p e r p a r t f r o m h e a d t o t h e 

e n d o f t h e t a i l , w i t h n u m e r o u s t r a n s v e r s e r h o m -

b o i d a l b a r s o r p a t c h e s o f b r o w n , t h e p o i n t s d e 

s c e n d i n g o n e a c h s ide . 

C L O U D E D S N A K E . 

Coluber Nebulatus. C. subfavescens maculis irregularibusfuscis 
nebulutus, abdomine pallido fusco maculata. 

Yellowish Snake, clouded with irregular brown spots, wi th 
pale abdomen speckled with brown. 

Coluber nebulatus. Lin. Syst. Nat. p. 388. 
Serpens Ceilonica maculata. Seb. 1. t. 100. f 4. 
Serpens Dipsas lentiginosa Amboinensis. Seb. 2. t. 44. f . 2 f 
Abdominal scuta 185, subcaudal scales 81 . 

SIZE moderate, measuring about two feet in 

l e n g t h : h a b i t r a t h e r s l e n d e r : h e a d r a t h e r l a r g e , 

a n d c o v e r e d w i t h l a r g e s c a l e s : t a i l o f m i d d l i n g 

l e n g t h , t a p e r i n g r a t h e r s u d d e n l y f r o m t h e b o d y , 

a n d g r a d u a l l y d e c r e a s i n g t o t h e t i p : c o l o u r o f t h e 

w h o l e a n i m a l y e l l o w i s h b r o w n , c l o u d e d w i t h i r r e 

g u l a r d e e p - b r o w n o r b l a c k i s h v a r i e g a t i o n s , f o r m 

i n g a s o r t o f b a n d s n e a r l y s u r r o u n d i n g t h e b o d y , 

w i t h s m a l l e r spo t s a n d f r e c k l i n g s i n t e r m i x e d : 

u n d e r p a r t s p a l e , s p e c k l e d w i t h b r o w n : n a t i v e o f 

A m e r i c a : w e l l figured i n t h e w o r k o f Seba . T h e 

Coluber Zeylonicus, o f t h e G m e l i n i a n e d i t i o n o f t h e 

S y s t e m a N a t u r a e c a n h a r d l y b e c o n s i d e r e d as d i s 

t i n c t f r o m t h e p r e s e n t spec ies . 
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O R N A M E N T E D S N A K E . 

Coluber Ornatus. C. nigerrimus, maculis albis Jlosculosis abdo* 
mine albo. 

Jet-black Snake, with white flower-shaped spots and white ab
domen. 

Serpens Jaculus Amboinensis perelegans. Seb. 2. t. 7 f . 1. 
Serpens Ceilanica pomposa veste ornara. Seb. 2. t. 6 l . f . 2. 
Serpens Ceilonica elegantissima. Seb. 1. t. 94. f . 7. 

A VERY elegant and singular species: habit 

l o n g a n d flagellifbrm > m e a s u r i n g a b o u t t h r e e f e e t 

o r m o r e i n l e n g t h : c o l o u r o f t h e u p p e r p a r t s j e t 

b l a c k , w i t h w h i t e v a r i e g a t i o n s , o f w h i c h t h o s e o n 

t h e h e a d a n d f o r e p a r t s , f o r t h e l e n g t h o f a f e w 

i n c h e s , g e n e r a l l y c o n s i s t o f t r a n s v e r s e w h i t e b a r s , 

w h i l e t h o s e o n t h e r e m a i n d e r a re d i s p o s e d i n t o t h e 

f o r m o f r o u n d e d o r o v a t e s p o t s o f d i f f e r e n t sizes, 

a n d r e p r e s e n t i n g e i t h e r r o s a c e o u s o r t e t r a p e t a l o u s 

f l o w e r s s c a t t e r e d o v e r t h e s u r f a c e , a n d a c c o m 

p a n i e d b y s m a l l e r s i m p l e s p o t s a n d s p e c k l i n g s : 

a b d o m e n w h i t e : h e a d r a t h e r s m a l l t h a n l a r g e , 

a n d o f a l o n g i s h f o r m : t a i l r a t h e r l o n g , s l e n d e r , 

a n d t a p e r i n g t o a s h a r p p o i n t : n a t i v e o f s o m e o f 

t h e W e s t - I n d i a n i s l a n d s , M a r t i n i c o , & c . a n d , a c 

c o r d i n g t o Seba, o f t h e E a s t - I n d i a n i s l a n d s a l so , 

as C e y l o n a n d J a v a . T h e p a t t e r n v a r i e s a l i t t l e 

i n d i f f e r e n t i n d i v i d u a l s , b u t t h e g e n e r a l a p p e a r 

a n c e is v e r y s i m i l a r i n a l l . 
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V A R . ? 

SEBA describes and figures a snake extremely 

a l l i e d t o t h e a b o v e i n g e n e r a l a p p e a r a n c e a n d p r o 

p o r t i o n s , b u t o f v e r y d i f f e r e n t c o l o u r s ; t h e g r o u n d 

c o l o u r b e i n g a y e l l o w i s h g r e e n , w i t h t h e u p p e r 

p a r t s n o t v a r i e g a t e d w i t h f l o s c u l a r spo t s , b u t b y 

n u m e r o u s , s h o r t , d o u b l e , r e d , t r a n s v e r s e b a n d s : a 

s n a k e o f t h i s k i n d is p r e s e r v e d i n t h e B r i t i s h M u 

s e u m , b u t , f r o m h a v i n g b e e n l o n g p r e s e r v e d i n 

s p i r i t s , e x h i b i t s o n l y a y e l l o w i s h w h i t e g r o u n d 

c o l o u r w i t h d u s k y v a r i e g a t i o n s . See Seba 2 . t. 

56. f . 1 . 

P I N T A D O S N A K E . 

Coluber Meleagris. C. niger, albo confertim punctatus, abdo
mine albo. 

Black Snake, thickly speckled with white, and with white ab
domen. 

Serpens Ceilonica excellentissima elegantcr picta. Seb. 2. 
t. 3 2 . / . 2. 

Serpens Babylonica Cenchrus dicta. Seb. 2. t. 5 2 . / . 3. 
Serpens Hispalensis frontem prae se ferens venustissimam. Seb. 

2. t. 56. f . 2. 

ALLIED in some degree to the preceding, but a 

p e r f e c t l y d i s t i n c t spec ies : h a b i t l o n g a n d s l e n d e r , 

m e a s u r i n g a b o u t t w o f e e t i n l e n g t h : c o l o u r a b o v e 

j e t b l a c k , m a r k e d i n a r h o m b o i d p a t t e r n w i t h n u 

m e r o u s s m a l l r o u n d i s h w h i t e s p e c k s , r e g u l a r l y d i s 

p o s e d b y f o u r s o v e r t h e w h o l e u p p e r s u r f a c e , t i l l 
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t h e c o m m e n c e m e n t o f t h e t a i l , w h e r e t h e y b e c o m e 

s i n g l e , a n d a r e s c a t t e r e d o v e r t h a t p a r t t o t h e t i p : 

a b d o m e n w h i t e : h e a d r a t h e r s m a l l a n d s h o r t , b u t 

r a t h e r s h a r p - s n o u t e d : w h i t e , w i t h b l a c k v a r i e g a 

t i o n s , a s t r i p e p a s s i n g a c r o s s t h e n o s e , a n d a se

c o n d ac ros s t h e e y e s : t h e b e g i n n i n g o f t h e n e c k , 

o r r a t h e r t h e b a c k p a r t o f t h e h e a d , m a r k e d b y a 

p a i r o f s h o r t l o n g i t u d i n a l w h i t e s t r e a k s ; t a i l o f 

m o d e r a t e l e n g t h , t a p e r i n g r a t h e r s u d d e n l y f r o m 

t h e v e n t , a n d f r o m t h e n c e g r a d u a l l y t o t h e t i p : 

d e s c r i b e d f r o m a b e a u t i f u l s p e c i m e n i n t h e L e v e -

r i a n M u s e u m : S e b a r e p r e s e n t s t h i s spec ies as a 

n a t i v e o f C e y l o n , & c -

M I L I A R Y S N A K E . 

Coluber Miliaris. C.fuscus, albo punctatus, abdomine albo. 
Brown Snake, speckled with white, and with white abdomen. 
Coluber Mil iar is . Lin. Syst. Nat. p. 380. 
Abdominal scuta 162, subcaudal scales 59. 

LENGTH about a foot and half: thickness of a 

finger : c o l o u r o n t h e u p p e r p a r t s b r o w n , e a c h 

sca le m a r k e d b y a w h i t e s p o t : b e n e a t h w h i t e : 

h e a d o v a t e , w i t h g l a u c o u s sca les b l a c k i s h i n t h e 

m i d d l e : l i p s m a r k e d b y d u s k y s t r e a k s : t a i l a b o u t 

a fifth o f t h e w h o l e l e n g t h , a n d n o t v e r y s l e n d e r : 

n a t i v e o f S o u t h A m e r i c a . 
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P E A R L Y S N A K E . 

Coluber Perlatus. C. perlaceus, capite caudaque thalassinis, vcr-
tice rubro. 

Pearl-coloured Snake, wi th sea-green head and t a i l ; the for
mer marked by a red spot. 

Serpens ex Nova Hispania, a J. Fabro Lynceo, p. 774, delineata 
& descripta sub nomine Hispanico Iztag. Seb. 2. t. 57. f . 2. 

LENGTH about two feet aud a half: habit ra

t h e r t h i c k t h a n s l e n d e r , e x c e p t t o w a r d s t h e e n d 

o f t h e t a i l , w h i c h g r a d u a l l y t a p e r s t o a v e r y s l e n 

d e r p o i n t : b o d y p e a r l - c o l o u r e d , t h e e d g e s o f t h e 

sca les b e i n g b l a c k ; t h u s f o r m i n g r e t i c u l a r c ross 

i n g s o f t h a t c o l o u r : h e a d l a r g e , o f a s e a - g r e e n 

c o l o u r , a n d c o v e r e d w i t h s m a l l sca les , e x c e p t 

a b o u t t h e nose , a n d b e t w e e n t h e eyes : o n t h e t o p 

o f t h e h e a d a l a r g e d e e p r e d s p o t p o i n t i n g b a c k 

w a r d s : t a i l o f m o d e r a t e l e n g t h , s e a - g r e e n , w i t h a 

f e w d i s t a n t , s c a t t e r e d b l a c k s p o t s : a b d o m e n g r e y : 

n a t i v e o f N e w S p a i n . 

M A R B L E D S N A K E . 

Serpens bucculenta Boeotica. Seb. 2. t. 57. f. 3. 

LENGTH about three feet, and rather thick m 

p r o p o r t i o n t o i t s l e n g t h : c o l o u r o f t h e u p p e r p a r t s 

b r o w n , v a r i e g a t e d w i t h w h i t e c l o u d s : a b d o m e n 

c l o u d e d i n a s i m i l a r m a n n e r : h e a d r a t h e r t h i c k , 

c o v e r e d w i t h l a r g e s c a l e s : t h o s e o n t h e b o d y r a -



A M M O - B A T E S . 4 8 1 

t h e r l a r g e a n d o f a n o v a t e s h a p e : t a i l a b o u t a 

t h i r d o f t h e w h o l e l e n g t h , v e r y t h i c k a t i t s o r i g i n , 

b u t g r a d u a l l y t a p e r i n g t o a s l e n d e r p o i n t : n a t i v e 

o f B c e o t i a . 

A M M O B A T E S . 

Coluber Ammobates Africanus ex Guinea. Seb. 2. t. 78./. 2. 

LENGTH about three feet and a half, and mo

d e r a t e l y t h i c k i n p r o p o r t i o n : c o l o u r a u n i f o r m 

d e e p b l u e i s h g r e y , b o t h a b o v e a n d b e n e a t h , w i t h 

a r o w o f m o d e r a t e l y d i s t a n t , r o u n d , d u s k y spo t s 

o n e a c h s i d e t h e b o d y n e a r t h e a b d o m e n : h e a d 

r a t h e r l a r g e , c o v e r e d w i t h l a r g e scales , a n d o f a 

r u f o u s b r o w n a b o v e : t h e sca les o n t h e w h o l e 

u p p e r p a r t s o f t h e b o d y a n d t a i l a r e r a t h e r l a r g e , 

o f a n o v a t e shape , a n d f i n e l y f i m b r i a t e d o n t h e 

e d g e s ; t a i l o f m o d e r a t e l e n g t h , a n d t a p e r i n g t o 

t h e e x t r e m i t y , b u t n o t v e r y s l e n d e r : n a t i v e , a c 

c o r d i n g t o Seba , o f G u i n e a . 
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CROSSED S N A K E . 

Coluber Crucifer. C. albus serie dorsal triplici macularum nigra-
rum, intermediis cruciatis. 

White Snake, wi th a triple dorsal series of black spots, those 
of the middle range cross-shaped. 

Serpens Ceilonica crucifera. Seb. 2. t. 12. f . 2. 
Perlfarbne Natter. Merrem Beytr. 2, t. Q. 
Abdominal scuta 184, subcaudal scales 66. 

A SMALLISH species, of about a foot and a half 

i n l e n g t h : h e a d r a t h e r s m a l l , a n d c o v e r e d w i t h 

l a r g e sca les : n e c k s l e n d e r : b o d y o f m o d e r a t e 

t h i c k n e s s : t a i l t a p e r i n g g r a d u a l l y t o t h e e x t r e 

m i t y , w h i c h i s s l i g h t l y p o i n t e d : c o l o u r o f t h e 

w h o l e a n i m a l w h i t e , w i t h a p e a r l y t i n g e , a n d 

m a r k e d a l o n g t h e b a c k b y a ser ies o f s m a l l b l a c k 

s p o t s i n t h e f o r m o f a S t . A n d r e w ' s C r o s s : a l o n g 

e a c h s i d e i s a l s o a r o w o f b l a c k spo t s , b u t less 

d i s t i n c t l y c r o s s - s h a p e d t h a n t h o s e o f t h e m i d d l e 

r a n g e : a b d o m e n w h i t e , e a c h f o u r t h o r f i f t h s c u 

t u m b e i n g m a r k e d a t i t s e d g e o r j u n c t u r e w i t h 

t h e s ides b y a b l a c k s p o t : h e a d m a r k e d b y b l a c k 

s u t u r e s . T h i s spec ies i s , a c c o r d i n g t o Seba, a 

n a t i v e o f C e y l o n . 
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P E R U V I A N S N A K E . 

Coluber Peruvianus. C. albo nigroque variatus, abdomine roseo. 
Black-and-white Snake, wi th rose-coloured abdomen. 
Serpens Peruviana elegantissima & rara. Seb. 2. t. 21. f . 1. 

THIS highly elegant Snake is described by Seba, 

w h o i n f o r m s u s t h a t i t i s a n a t i v e o f P e r u , a n d a 

r a r e spec ies i n E u r o p e a n c o l l e c t i o n s : t h e u p p e r p a r t 

o f t h e a n i m a l is v a r i e g a t e d w i t h b l a c k a n d w h i t e 

spo t s a n d m a r k s ; t h e s ides t i n g e d w i t h y e l l o w i s h 

r e d , w h i l e t h e b e l l y o r u n d e r p a r t i s o f a l i g h t r e d 

o r r o s e - c o l o u r : i t i s s a i d t o b e a n i n n o c e n t spe 

c ies , a n d t o b e c h i e f l y f o u n d i n N e w S p a i n : i t i s 

o n e o f t h o s e s n a k e s w h i c h d o n o t a p p e a r t o b e d e 

s c r i b e d b y L i n n a e u s , n o r is t h e n u m b e r o f i t s s c u t a 

a n d squamae k n o w n : i t s s ize seems t o b e n e a r l y 

t h a t o f t h e c o m m o n E n g l i s h S n a k e , b u t i t s f o r m 

i s r a t h e r t h i c k e r i n p r o p o r t i o n . M r . M e r r e m c o n 

s i d e r s i t as a v a r i e t y o f t h e Colluber pullatus, b u t 

t h e p e c u l i a r f o r m o f i t s sca les , a n d s o m e o t h e r c i r 

c u m s t a n c e s , s e e m t o f o r b i d t h i s s u p p o s i t i o n . T h e 

o r i g i n a l s p e c i m e n i t s e l f seems t o h a v e b e e n i n t h e 

L i n k i a n c o l l e c t i o n a t L e i p z i g ; s i n c e i t is f i g u r e d , 

a p p a r e n t l y f r o m t h e s a m e d r a w i n g w i t h Seba s, i n 

t h e Physica Sacra o f S c h e u c h z e r , v o l . 7- t . 6 3 0 . 
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B A N D E D S N A K E . 

Coluber Pethola. C. fusco-ferrugineus fasciis transversis an-
gvstis albidis, abdomine albido. 

Ferruginous-brown Snake, with narrow transverse whitish 
bands, and whitish abdomen. 

Coluber Pethola. Lin. Syst. Nat. p. 387. 
Coluber petalarius. Lin. Syst. Nat. p. 387- Mus. Ad. Trid. 

p. 35. t. 9 . f . 2 ? 
Abdominal scuta 209, subcaudal scales 90. 

LENGTH from two to four feet: colour brown 

o r f e r r u g i n o u s a b o v e ; p a l e o r w h i t e b e n e a t h ; t h e 

c o l o u r o f t h e u p p e r p a r t b e i n g t r a n s v e r s l y d i v i d e d 

a t e q u i d i s t a n t i n t e r v a l s b y n a r r o w s t r i p e s o r l i n e s 

o f w h i t e r u n n i n g u p w a r d s f r o m t h e a b d o m e n 

a c r o s s t h e b a c k , a n d t h u s m a r k i n g t h e b r o w n 

u p p e r p a r t i n t o so m a n y e x t r e m e l y b r o a d z o n e s : 

h e a d r a t h e r s m a l l , c o v e r e d i n f r o n t w i t h l a r g e 

scales , a n d m a r k e d a b o v e b y a l a r g e , o b l o n g , 

b r o w n p a t c h : t a i l o f m o d e r a t e l e n g t h , t a p e r i n g 

t o a f i n e p o i n t . T h i s spec ies o c c a s i o n a l l y v a r i e s 

as t o t h e f o r m o f i t s z o n e s , w h i c h i n s o m e s p e c i 

m e n s a p p e a r r a t h e r l i k e r h o m b o i d t r a n s v e r s e 

p a t c h e s . I t is a n a t i v e o f A f r i c a . T h e C. Peta

larius o f t h e Mus. Ad. Frid. c a n h a r d l y b e c o n 

s i d e r e d as a spec ies d i s t i n c t f r o m t h i s . 
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L E M N I 8 C A T E D S N A K E . 

Coluber Lemniscatus. C. albo-Jlavescens, zonis triplicatis fusca-

ferrugineis. 
Yellowish-white Snake, wi th triple ferrugineous-brown bands. 

Coluber lemniscatus. Lin. Syst. Nat. p. 286. 
Serpens, & c . Seb. 2. t. 10. / . 4. 
Serpens annulatus, & c . Seb. 1. t. 27. f . 4. 
Abdominal scuta 250, subcaudal scales 35. 

THIS is a species of considerable elegance, being 

o f a s l e n d e r h a b i t , a n d o f a w h i t e o r y e l l o w i s h c o 

l o u r , m a r k e d t h r o u g h o u t t h e w h o l e l e n g t h , a t 

e q u a l d i s t a n c e s , b y t r i p l e z o n e s o f b l a c k o r d e e p 

b r o w n e n t i r e l y s u r r o u n d i n g t h e b o d y , a n d e a c h 

s e p a r a t e d f r o m t h e n e x t a d j o i n i n g o n e b y a n a r 

r o w w h i t e s t r i p e o r l i n e o f t h e g r o u n d - c o l o u r : t h e 

h e a d is r a t h e r s m a l l , c o v e r e d w i t h l a r g e scales a n d 

m a r k e d ac ross t h e s n o u t b y a d o u b l e z o n e , o f 

w h i c h t h e s m a l l e s t d i v i s i o n passes across t h e n o s 

t r i l s , a n d t h e l a r g e s t ac ross t h e e y e s : t h e t a i l is 

r a t h e r s h o r t , a n d g r a d u a l l y t a p e r s t o t h e t i p : t h e 

w h o l e a n i m a l i s o f a s m o o t h o r s h i n i n g s u r f a c e : 

i t s o m e t i m e s v a r i e s i n t h e c o l o u r o f i t s zones , 

w h i c h , i n a s p e c i m e n r e p r e s e n t e d b y Seba, a re 

p u r p l e . I t is a n a t i v e o f s e v e r a l p a r t s o f A s i a . 
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L I N N J E A N S N A K E . 

Coluber Linnaei. C. albidus, zonis transversis nigris sub-bifidis, 
abdomine nigro variato. 

Whitish Snake, with black sub-bifid transverse zones, and ab
domen variegated with black. 

Coluber zEsculapii. Lin. Syst. Nat. p. 380. 
Serpentis ^Esculapii species. Seb. 2. t. l S . f . 4, ? 
Serpens Ceilanica, & c . Seb. 2. t. 76. f . 2. 
Abdominal scuta 180, subcaudal scales 43. 

THIS is much allied in appearance to xhelemnis-

catus, g e n e r a l l y m e a s u r i n g a b o u t a f o o t a n d h a l f , 

o r t w o f e e t i n l e n g t h : i t s c o l o u r is p a l e o r w h i t i s h , 

w i t h a m o r e o b s c u r e c a s t o n t h e b a c k , a n d is 

m a r k e d t h r o u g h o u t b y n e a r l y e q u i d i s t a n t b l a c k 

b a n d s , e a c h s u r r o u n d i n g t h e b o d y a n d d i v i d e d 

h a l f w a y u p f r o m t h e a b d o m e n b y a l i n e o r n a r 

r o w s t r i p e o f t h e g r o u n d - c o l o u r ; t h u s g i v i n g a 

b i f i d a p p e a r a n c e t o t h e l o w e r p a r t o f e a c h b a n d : 

t h e a b d o m e n is m a r k e d i n t o b l a c k s q u a r e s b y t h e 

a l t e r n a t i o n o f t h e b a n d s b e n e a t h : t h e h e a d is c o 

v e r e d w i t h l a r g e scales , a n d m a r k e d o n t h e f o r e 

p a r t b y a t r a n s v e r s e b l a c k z o n e r u n n i n g ac ross t h e 

eyes , a n d a t t h e h i n d p a r t b y a s o m e w h a t b r o a d e r 

b a n d : t h e t a i l is o f m o d e r a t e l e n g t h , a n d g r a d u a l l y 

t a p e r s t o a s o m e w h a t o b t u s e p o i n t . T h i s s n a k e is a 

n a t i v e o f S o u t h A m e r i c a , b u t is a l s o s a i d t o o c c u r 

i n s o m e p a r t s o f A s i a . I t is b y L i n n a e u s t e r m e d 

Coluber JEsculapii, b u t s i n c e i t i s n o t v e r y p r o b a 

b l e t h a t i t s h o u l d h a v e b e e n t h e spec ies d e d i c a t e d 

t o t h a t d e i t y b y t h e a n c i e n t s , t h e r e seems t o b e a 
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p e c u l i a r a b s u r d i t y i n t h e L i n n s e a n t r i v i a l n a m e , 

w h i c h is t h e r e f o r e p u r p o s e l y c h a n g e d . 

GLOSSY S N A K E . 

Coluber Lubricus. C. albus, zonis cequidistantibus nigris. 
White Snake, with equidistant black bands. 
Coluber lubricus. Lin. Syst. Nat. Gmel.p. 1101. 
Anguis lubricus Africanus, & c . Seb. 2. t. 43./. 3. 

ALLIED to the C. JEsculapii and lemniscatus, 

b u t m a r k e d b y s i n g l e , e q u i d i s t a n t , b l a c k b a n d s : 

g r o u n d - c o l o u r w h i t e : h e a d m a r k e d ac ros s t h e 

s n o u t b y a b l a c k b a n d , a n d a t t h e t o p b y t w o o b 

l i q u e s t r i p e s n e a r l y m e e t i n g a t a n a n g l e i n f r o n t : 

l e n g t h a b o u t a f o o t a n d h a l f : s k i n r e m a r k a b l y 

s m o o t h a n d g l o s s y : n a t i v e , a c c o r d i n g t o Seba, o f 

A f r i c a . 

H Y G E I A N S N A K E . 

Coluber Hygeia?. C. albus, zonis subundulatis nigris, capite ton-
gitudinaliter nigro fasciato. 

White Snake, with subundulated black zones, and head fasci
ated longitudinally with black. 

Serpens Siamensis tasniolis, & c . Seb. 2. t. 34. f . 5. 
Hygiaens Natter. Merrem Beytr. 1. p. 24. t. 6. 

A SMALLISH species, of a white colour, barred 

w i t h n u m e r o u s a n d s o m e w h a t i r r e g u l a r b l a c k 

b a n d s n e a r l y s u r r o u n d i n g t h e b o d y , a n d i n s o m e 

p a r t s a l t e r n a t i n g : h e a d s m a l l , l a r g e - s c a l e d , a n d 
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m a r k e d b y t w o b r o a d l o n g i t u d i n a l s t r e a k s u n i t i n g 

a t t h e t o p o f t h e s n o u t : t a i l r a t h e r s h o r t a n d 

s h a r p - p o i n t e d . I n t h e s p e c i m e n d e s c r i b e d b y M r . 

M e r r e m a n a r r o w d o r s a l r e d d i s h l i n e is c o n t i n u e d 

f r o m h e a d t o t a i l , w h i c h is w a n t i n g i n Seba 's spe

c i m e n . N a t i v e , a c c o r d i n g t o Seba, o f S i a m . 

D O M I C E L L A S N A K E . 

Coluber Domicella. C. albus, fasciis transversis numerosis ni-
gerrimis, subtus alternatim concur rentibus, linea ahdominali ni-
gricante. 

White Snake, with numerous jet-black transverse bands meet
ing beneath, and a blackish abdominal line. 

Anguis bicolor elegantissimus Malabaricus. Seb. 2. t. 54. f . 1. 
Coluber Domicella. Lin. Syst. Nat. p. 376. 
Var. Coluber, picatus. Nat. Misc. vol. Q. pi. 340. 
Abdominal scuta 118, subcaudal scales 60. 

A VERY elegant and harmless species, of a slen

d e r h a b i t i n p r o p o r t i o n t o i t s l e n g t h , m e a s u r i n g 

a b o u t t w o f e e t o r t w o f e e t a n d a h a l f i n l e n g t h , 

a n d a b o u t h a l f a n i n c h i n d i a m e t e r : c o l o u r m i l k -

w h i t e , b e a u t i f u l l y m a r k e d t h r o u g h o u t t h e w h o l e 

l e n g t h b y v e r y n u m e r o u s , e q u i d i s t a n t , j e t - b l a c k 

b a n d s , a t t e n u a t e d o n t h e s ides , n e a r l y m e e t i n g i n a n 

a l t e r n a t e m a n n e r u n d e r t h e a b d o m e n , w h i c h is a l s o 

m a r k e d b y a c o n t i n u e d w a v y b l a c k l i n e t h r o u g h 

t h e m i d d l e o f a l l t h e s c u t a : h e a d v e r y s m a l l , c o 

v e r e d w i t h l a r g e s c a l y p l a t e s , a n d b l a c k , w i t h a 

m i d d l e l i n e o f w h i t e a t t h e b a c k p a r t : t a i l r a t h e r 

s h o r t , a n d g r a d u a l l y t a p e r i n g t o a p o i n t . N a t i v e 

o f I n d i a : a d m i r a b l y f i g u r e d i n t h e w o r k o f Seba . 

» 



C H E Q U E R E D S N A K E . 480 , 

T h i s spec ies a p p e a r s t o v a r y c o n s i d e r a b l y i n t h e 

n u m b e r o f i t s scuta a n d squamce subcaudales. I t is 

p r e t e n d e d t h a t t h e l a d i e s i n I n d i a s o m e t i m e s c a r r y 

t h i s s n a k e i n t h e i r b o s o m s , a n d h e n c e i t s t r i v i a l 

n a m e Domicella. 

C H E Q U E R E D S N A K E . 

Serpens Mexicana Petlacoatl dicta elegantissima. Seb. 2. t. 
63./. 1. 

i LENGTH about three feet or more : general pro

p o r t i o n s t h o s e o f t h e Matrix : c o l o u r o f t h e u p p e r 

p a r t s y e l l o w , c r o s s e d o b l i q u e l y b y r e d l i n e s , i n 

s u c h a m a n n e r as t o d i v i d e t h e w h o l e s u r f a c e i n t o 

n u m e r o u s s q u a r e s o r l o z e n g e s , c o n s i s t i n g o f f o u r 

scales e a c h : h e a d r a t h e r s m a l l , a n d o b l o n g ; c o 

v e r e d i n f r o n t w i t h l a r g e r e d s c a l e s : t a i l o f m o 

d e r a t e l e n g t h , a n d g r a d u a l l y t a p e r i n g t o a v e r y 

s l e n d e r e x t r e m i t y : a b d o m e n c i n e r e o u s - y e l l o w , 

M a t h a f e w s m a l l i s h t e s s e l l a t e d r e d p a t c h e s h e r e 

a n d t h e r e . N a t i v e o f M e x i c o . I n t h e g e n e r a l 

d i s p o s i t i o n o f i t s m a r k i n g s t h i s s n a k e is m u c h 

a l l i e d t o t h e Paragoodo, p i . 2 0 . o f D r . R u s s e l ' s I n 

d i a n S e r p e n t s ( H y d r u s p a l u s t r i s . S c h n e i d . ) b u t 

m u s t b e a d i f f e r e n t spec ies . 

v . I I I . p . i t . 5 2 
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B L A C K - H E A D E D S N A K E . 

Coluber Melanocephalus. C. subfuscus, subtus albidus, capite 
nigro albo striato, fascia collari nigra. 

Brownish Snake, whitish beneath, with black head striped with 
white, and a black band over the neck. 

Coluber melanocephalus. Lin. Syst. Nat. p. 378. Mus. Ad. 
Frid. p. 24. t. 1 5 . / . 2. 

Abdominal scuta 140, subcaudal scales 62. 

A SMALL species, of about a foot and a half in 

l e n g t h : c o l o u r p a l e b r o w n , w h i t i s h b e n e a t h : h e a d 

b l a c k , w i t h w h i t e d i v i s i o n s o r s t r e a k s o n t h e t o p 

a n d s ides , a n d i m m e d i a t e l y b e h i n d t h e h e a d i s a 

b r o a d b l a c k c o l l a r . N a t i v e o f A m e r i c a ? T h i s 

spec ies a p p e a r s t o v a r y g r e a t l y i n t h e n u m b e r o f 

i t s s c u t a a n d s u b c a u d a l sca les . 

A N N U L A T E D S N A K E . 

Coluber Annulatus. C. griseus, maculis dorsalibus rotuniisfuscis 
pallido marginatis. 

Grey Snake, wi th round brown dorsal spots, wi th pale margins. 
Coluber annulatus. Lin. Syst. Nat. p. 386. Mus. Ad. Frid. 

p. 34. t. S . f . 2. 
Vipera Virginiana maculis notata. Seb. 1. t. 72. f 6. and 2. 

t. 13 . / . 2. 
Abdominal scuta 190, subcaudal scales 96, 

LENGTH about two feet or more : colour grey, 

w i t h t h e b a c k m a r k e d b y a l o n g i t u d i n a l ser ies o f 

r o u n d o r o v a t e d e e p b r o w n s p o t s s u r r o u n d e d w i t h 

p a l e m a r g i n s , a n d b e c o m i n g o c c a s i o n a l l y c o n -
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f l u e n t , e s p e c i a l l y t o s o m e d i s t a n c e d o w n t h e n e c k : 

h e a d r a t h e r l a r g e t h a n s m a l l , a n d c o v e r e d w i t h 

l a r g e s c a l e s : t a i l o f m o d e r a t e l e n g t h , a n d g r a 

d u a l l y t a p e r i n g . N a t i v e o f A m e r i c a . A p p e a r s 

t o v a r y g r e a t l y i n t h e n u m b e r o f a b d o m i n a l a n d 

s u b c a u d a l sca les . 

D I P S A S . 

Coluber Dipsas. C. cceruleus, subtus albidus, squamis margine 
albidis. 

Blue Snake, whitish beneath, with the scales whitish on the 
edges. 

Coluber Dipsas. Lin. Syst. Nat. p. 386. 
Abdominal scuta 152, subcaudal scales 135. 

- A RATHER small species: length about a foot 

a n d h a l f o r t w o f e e t : c o l o u r b r i g h t b l u e , p a l e r 

b e n e a t h : sca les , a c c o r d i n g t o L i n n a e u s , e d g e d w i t h 

w h i t e , a n d t h e t a i l , w h i c h i s s l e n d e r a n d s h a r p -

p o i n t e d , m a r k e d b e n e a t h b y a b l u e i s h s u t u r e : 

t h e h e a d r a t h e r l a r g e , s o m e w h a t a n g u l a t e d , o v a t e -

o b l o n g , a n d o b t u s e : c o l o u r s o m e t i m e s b l u e i s h 

g r e e n : n a t i v e o f S u r i n a m , a n d s a i d t o b e a p o i 

s o n o u s spec ies . T h i s s n a k e , b e i n g a v o w e d l y a 

n a t i v e o f A m e r i c a , is n o t v e r y h a p p i l y n a m e d b y 

L i n n a e u s ; t h e Dipsas o f t h e a n c i e n t s b e i n g a n 

A f r i c a n S e r p e n t . 
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N E C K L A C E S N A K E . 

Coluber Monilis. C. albidus, supra fasciis latis fuscis, collo supra 
maculis tribus albis. 

Whitish Snake, marked above by broad brown bands, and wi th 
three white spots on the neck. 

Coluber Monilis. Lin. Syst. Nat. p. 381. 
Abdominal scuta l6"4, subcaudal scales 82. 

A SMALL species, measuring about a foot and 

h a l f i n l e n g t h : c o l o u r w h i t i s h , b a n d e d t h r o u g h 

o u t t h e w h o l e l e n g t h w i t h v e r y b r o a d t r a n s v e r s e 

b r o w n zones : a b d o m e n p l a i n : h e a d o f m o d e r a t e 

s ize , w h i t i s h , b o r d e r e d w i t h b r o w n , a n d m a r k e d 

b y t h r e e l e n g t h e n e d b r o w n s p o t s : o n t h e u p p e r 

p a r t o f t h e n e c k a r e t h r e e r o u n d w h i t e spo ts , 

f o r m i n g as i t w e r e a h a l f c o l l a r o n t h a t p a r t : t h i s 

spec ies is a n a t i v e o f S o u t h A m e r i c a . 

R I N G - B A N D E D S N A K E . 

Coluber Doliatus. C. lacteus, annulis dorsalibus ovatis, ap-
proximatis, nigris. 

Milk-whi te Snake, marked above by large, approximated, oval 
black rings. 

Coluber doliatus. Lin. Syst. Nat. p. 275. 
Magpie Snake. Naturalist's Miscellany, vol. 7- pi. 254. 
Abdominal scuta 1()4, subcaudal scales 43. 

A SMALL, but highly elegant, species: general 

l e n g t h a f o o t a n d h a l f , o r t w o f e e t : c o l o u r m i l k -

w h i t e , w i t h a s l i g t h c a s t o f c r e a m - c o l o u r a b o v e , 

a n d m a r k e d d o w n t h e w h o l e l e n g t h b y l a r g e , o v a l , 

j e t - b l a c k r i n g s , t h e e n d s o f w h i c h a p p r o a c h i n g 
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e a c h o t h e r o n t h e t o p o f t h e b a c k , g i v e t h e a p 

p e a r a n c e o f d o u b l e b a r s : i n s o m e s p e c i m e n s t h e 

s ides o f t h e b o d y a r e m a r k e d b y b l a c k i s h spo t s 

b e t w e e n e a c h o f t h e o v a l r i n g s . T h i s is a p e r 

f e c t l y h a r m l e s s spec ies , a n d is a n a t i v e o f C a r o l i n a 

a n d o t h e r p a r t s o f N o r t h A m e r i c a . 

C O B E L L A S N A K E . 

Coluber Cobella. C.fuscus,fasciis transversis linearibus curvatis 
albialis, abdomine albofasciis transversis fuscis. 

Brown Snake, wi th linear transverse whitish curved bands, and 
white abdomen with transverse brown bands. 

Coluber Cobella. Lin. Syst. Nat. p. 37S. 
Serpentes Cobellas dicta?. Seb. 2. t. 1.>f. 5. 
Abdominal scuta 150, subcaudal scales 54-. 

A SMALL species : general length about ten 

o r t w e l v e i n c h e s : c o l o u r b r o w n , w i t h n u m e r o u s 

c u r v e d o r u n d u l a t i n g , w h i t i s h , t r a n s v e r s e , l i n e a r 

b a n d s f r o m h e a d t o t a i l : a b d o m e n w h i t e o r pa l e , 

w i t h n u m e r o u s , a l t e r n a t e , s e m i - t r a n s v e r s e , d u s k y 

b a n d s : h e a d o f m i d d l i n g size, c o v e r e d w i t h v e r y 

l a r g e scales : t a i l t h i n a n d t a p e r . T h i s s n a k e v a r i e s 

s o m e t i m e s i n c o l o u r , b e i n g b l a c k i s h r a t h e r t h a n 

b r o w n , w i t h s i m i l a r w h i t i s h o r p a l e m a r k i n g s . 
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R O U G H S N A K E . 

Coluber Scaber. C. griseus, fusco maculatus, squamis elevalo-
carinatis. 

Grey Snake, spotted with brown, wi th the scales carinated by 
a rising point. 

Coluber Scaber. Lin. Syst. Nat. p. 385. Mus. Ad. Frid. p. 
36. t. 10. / . 1. 

Rauhe Natter. Merrem. Beytr. 1. p. 34. t. Q. 
Abdominal scuta 228, subcaudal scales 44. 

LENGTH about a foot and half: habit slender: 

h e a d s m a l l , a n d m a r k e d a t t h e b a c k o r n e c k w i t h 

a f e w t r a n s v e r s e s t r e a k s : t h e scales o n t h e r e m a i n 

d e r o f t h e a n i m a l s m a l l , a n d m a r k e d b y a r i s i n g 

p o i n t o n t h e b a c k o f e a c h : t h u s c a u s i n g a v e r y 

p e r c e p t i b l e r o u g h n e s s o n t h e s k i n : c o l o u r g r e y , 

m a r k e d t h r o u g h o u t w i t h a t r i p l e r o w o f s o m e w h a t 

i r r e g u l a r l y r h o m b o i d a n d a l t e r n a t e b r o w n spo t s 

w i t h p a l e r c e n t r e s : a b d o m e n p a l e , a n d m a r k e d 

o n t h e s ides w i t h m i n u t e c h a r a c t e r i f o r m b r o w n i s h 

s t r e a k s : t a i l s l e n d e r : n a t i v e o f I n d i a . 
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A L G E R I N E S N A K E . 

Coluber Maurus. C.fuscus, lineis duabus dorsalibus nigris, late-
ribus nigro transversim fasciatis, abdomine atro. 

Brown Snake, with two black dorsal lines, the sides trans-
versly fasciated with black, and black abdomen. 

Coluber maurus. Lin. Syst. Nat. Gmel. p. 1098. 
Abdominal scuta 152, subcaudal scales 66. 

OF middle size: colour on the upper parts 

b r o w n , w i t h t w o b l a c k d o r s a l l i n e s , f r o m w h i c h 

d e s c e n d o n e a c h s i d e s e v e r a l b l a c k b a n d s : a b d o 

m e n b l a c k : n a t i v e o f A l g i e r s . 

H A N N A S C H . 

SLIGHTLY described by Forskal, who tells us 

t h a t i t is e n t i r e l y b l a c k , a b o u t a c u b i t i n l e n g t h , 

o f t h e t h i c k n e s s o f a finger, a n d t h a t i t s b i t e e x 

c i t e s a s w e l l i n g , t h o u g h n o o t h e r w i s e d a n g e r o u s : 

n a t i v e o f A r a b i a . 

R E D - T H R O A T E D S N A K E . 

Coluber Jugularis. C. niger, jugulo sanguineo. 
Black Snake, with blood-red throat. 
Abdominal scuta 195, subcaudal scales 102. 

COLOUR entirely black, except the throat, 

w h i c h i s b l o o d - r e d : n a t i v e o f i E g y p t : d e s c r i b e d 

b y I i a s s e l q u i s t . 
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S I P E D O N . 

Coluber Sipedon. Lin. Syst. Nat. p. 379-

NATIVE of North America: observed by Kalm: 

c o l o u r e n t i r e l y b l a c k , o r d e e p b r o w n : a b d o m i n a l 

s c u t a 1 4 4 , s u b c a u d a l scales 7 3 . 

R E D - S P O T T E D S N A K E . 

Coluber Coccineus. C. niger, dorso flaw maculis rubris, abdo
mine pallido. 

Black Snake, with yellow back spotted wi th red, and pale 
abdomen. 

Coluber coccineus. Lin. Syst. Nat. Gmel. p. 1097. 
Abdominal scuta 175, subcaudal scales 35, 

LENGTH from two to three feet or more: habit 

r a t h e r s l e n d e r : h e a d s m a l l : g r o u n d - c o l o u r b l a c k , 

w i t h a b o u t t w e n t y - t h r e e b r i g h t r e d o v a t e o r o b 

t u s e l y s q u a r e spo t s a l o n g t h e b a c k ; t h e spaces b e 

t w e e n b e i n g y e l l o w : b e l l y p a l e : n a t i v e o f S o u t h 

A m e r i c a . 
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S P O T T E D - S I D E S N A K E . 

Coluber Ordinatus. C. cceruleo-virescens, linea spinali albida, 
lateribusfiisco-maculosis. 

Blueish-green Snake, wi th whitish spinal line, and sides spotted 
wi th brown. 

Coluber ordinatus. Lin. Syst. Nat. p. 379. 
Green Spotted Snake. Catesb. Carol. 2. pi. 53. 
Spotted Ribband Snake? Catesb. 2. pi. 5 1 . 
Abdominal scuta 138, subcaudal scales 72. 

GENERAL length from two to three feet; co

l o u r b l u e i s h g r e e n , w i t h b l a c k i s h c l o u d s a n d s p o t s 

a l o n g t h e s i d e s : r i d g e o f t h e b a c k w h i t i s h : n a 

t i v e o f C a r o l i n a . 

W H I T E - S K I N N E D S N A K E . 

Coluber Candidus. C. Candidas, maculis dorsalibus ovatis mag
nis fuscis. 

White Snake, wi th large ovate brown dorsal spots. 
Coluber Candidus. Lin. Syst. Nat. p. 384. Mus. Ad. Frid. 

p. 33. t. l . f 1. 
Serpens iEculapii Brasiliensis. Seb. 2. t. 66. f . 3, 4. 
Abdominal scuta 220, subcaudal scales 50. 

HABIT rather slender : length from two to three 

o r f o u r f e e t , o r m o r e ; c o l o u r m i l k - w h i t e , m a r k e d 

t h r o u g h o u t w i t h a r o w o f v e r y l a r g e , o v a t e , d e e p -

b r o w n , e q u i d i s t a n t spo t s o r p a t c h e s : e a c h o f t h e 

w h i t e scales o n t h e p l a i n p a r t s is a l so m a r k e d i n 

t h e m i d d l e w i t h a b r o w n s p e c k ; h e a d b r o w n , a n d 

c o v e r e d w i t h l a r g e sca les : t a i l o f m o d e r a t e l e n g t h , 
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g r a d u a l l y t a p e r i n g t o t h e e x t r e m i t y : n a t i v e o f 

S o u t h A m e r i c a . 

B R O W N S N A K E . 

Coluber Fuscus. C. cinereo-fuscus, abdomine pallido, macula pos-
tocularifusca. 

Cinereous-brown Snake, with pale abdomen, and brown spot 
behind the eyes. 

Coluber fuscus. Lin. Syst. Nat. p. 388. Mus. Ad. Frid. p. 32. 
t . n / . i . 

Seb. 2. t. 71.f. 1. t. 72. f . 1. and t. 8 7 . / . 1. 
Abdominal scuta 149, subcaudal scales 117. 

A M O D E R A T E L Y l a r g e spec ies , g r o w i n g t o f o u r 

f e e t o r m o r e i n l e n g t h : c o l o u r c i n e r e o u s b r o w n , 

s o m e t i m e s t i n g e d w i t h # b l u e i s h , o r w i t h o l i v e c o 

l o u r , o r f e r r u g i n o u s : a b d o m e n p a l e : h e a d r a t h e r 

s m a l l t h a n l a r g e , a n d m a r k e d b e h i n d t h e eyes w i t h 

a n o b l o n g b r o w n p a t c h : t a i l a b o u t a fifth o f t h e 

w h o l e l e n g t h , g r a d u a l l y t a p e r i n g t o a p o i n t . N a 

t i v e o f s e v e r a l p a r t s o f A s i a . 
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G R E Y S N A K E . 

Coluber Canus. C. canus, fasciis transversis obscuris, lateribus 
albo punctatis. 

Grey Snake, wi th obscure transverse brown bands, and sides 
speckled with white. 

Coluber canus. Lin. Syst. Nat. p. 382. Mus. Ad. Frid. p. 3 1 . 
t. 11. f . 1. 

Abdominal scuta 188, subcaudal scales 70. 

DESCRIBED by Linnaeus in the Museum Adol-

p h i F r i d e r i c i : t h e s p e c i m e n w a s a b o u t a f o o t l o n g , 

a n d o f s c a r c e l y a finger's t h i c k n e s s : h e a d o v a t e , 

a n g u l a r , a n d c o v e r e d w i t h l a r g e s c a l e s : b o d y 

g r e y , w i t h o b s c u r e b r o w n i s h t r a n s v e r s e b a n d s , o n 

e a c h s i d e o f w h i c h a r e t w o w h i t e s p e c k s , t h u s 

c o n s t i t u t i n g a r o w o n e a c h s i d e t h e b o d y n e a r t h e 

a b d o m e n : t a i l a b o u t a fifth o f t h e w h o l e l e n g t h , 

s l e n d e r , a n d r o u n d : n a t i v e o f S o u t h A m e r i c a . 

C A P E S N A K E . 

Serpens Africana annulata, ex promontorio Bonae Spei. Seb. 
2. t. 46./. 4. 

LENGTH about two feet: colour above pale 

b l u e , w i t h n u m e r o u s m o d e r a t e l y d i s t a n t , d o u b l e , 

r e d b a n d s , l i k e t h o s e o f t h e L i n n a e a n C. Msculapii, 

b u t n a r r o w e r , s u r r o u n d i n g t h e b o d y : h e a d s m a l l , 

c o v e r e d w i t h l a r g e scales , a n d m a r k e d b y a b r o a d 

r e d b a n d p a s s i n g ac ross t h e e y e s ; a t t h e b a c k o f 

t h e h e a d b y a m u c h b r o a d e r b a n d : a b d o m e n p a l e 

r u f o u s : t a i l o f m o d e r a t e l e n g t h , g r a d u a l l y t a p e r i n g 
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t o a s h a r p p o i n t : n a t i v e , a c c o r d i n g t o Seba , o f t h e 

C a p e o f G o o d H o p e . 

A N G U L A R S N A K E . 

Coluber Angulatus. C. sub/uscus, fasciis transversis lanceolatis 
nigricantibus, subtus alternatim concur rentibus. 

Brownish Snake, with broad transverse lanceolate blackish 
bajids, meeting alternately beneath. 

Coluber angulatus. Lin. Syst. Nat. p. 377. 
Serpens vel Sepedon Americanus. Seb. 2. t. 73./. 1 f 
Abdominal scuta 117, subcaudal scales 70. 

LENGTH from two to three feet: colour pale 

b r o w n , M a t h b r o a d , e q u i d i s t a n t , t r a n s v e r s e , b l a c k 

i s h l a n c e o l a t e fasciae t h r o u g h o u t t h e w h o l e l e n g t h , 

c o n t i n u e d r o u n d t h e b o d y , b u t i n a n i r r e g u l a r o r 

a l t e r n a t i n g m a n n e r b e n e a t h t h e a b d o m e n : h e a d 

r a t h e r s m a l l , a n d c o v e r e d w i t h l a r g e s c a l e s ; t h o s e 

o n t h e r e s t o f t h e b o d y o f m o d e r a t e size, a n d d i s 

p o s e d i n t o a b o u t n i n e t e e n l o n g i t u d i n a l r o w s ; a n d 

as e a c h s c a l e is p r e t t y s t r o n g l y c a r i n a t e d , t h e b o d y 

a p p e a r s as i t w e r e p o l y g o n a l o r a n g u l a r : t a i l o f 

m o d e r a t e l e n g t h , a n d g r a d u a l l y t a p e r i n g t o t h e 

t i p : n a t i v e o f t h e E a s t I n d i e s , a c c o r d i n g t o L i n 

naeus, b u t , i f a s n a k e d e s c r i b e d i n Seba a n d q u o t e d 

b y L i n n a e u s , b e r e a l l y t h e s a m e species , i t o c c u r s 

a l s o i n S o u t h A m e r i c a : i t is o b s e r v e d t o v a r y c o n 

s i d e r a b l y i n t h e n u m b e r o f i t s a b d o m i n a l a n d s u b 

c a u d a l scales, 
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C E R U L E A N S N A K E . 

Coluber Caeruleus. C. ccerulescens, squamis altero latere albis, 
abdomine albo, 

Blueish Snake, wi th the scales white on one side, and white 
abdomen. 

Coluber caeruleus. Lin. Syst. Nat. p. 3JJ. 
Abdominal scuta 165, subcaudal scales 24. 

ALLIED in colour to the Linnaean Dipsas, being 

b l u e a b o v e , w i t h t h e l o w e r m a r g i n o f t h e scales 

w h i t e : a b d o m e n w h i t e : h e a d o f m o d e r a t e size : 

t a i l r a t h e r s h o r t , s l e n d e r , a n d t a p e r i n g t o t h e t i p : 

g e n e r a l l e n g t h a b o u t a f o o t a n d a h a l f o r t w o f e e t : 

n a t i v e o f S o u t h A m e r i c a . 

L I V I D S N A K E . 

Coluber Saturninus. C. lividus, Jasciis angustis transversis ci-
nereis. 

Livid Snake, wi th narrow transverse cinereous bands. 
Coluber Saturninus. Lin. Syst. Nat. p. 3S4. Mus. Ad. Frid. 

p. 32. / . 9-f- 1. 
Abdominal scuta 147- subcaudal scales 120. 

DESCRIBED by Linnaeus in the Museum Adol-

p h i F r i d e r i c i : h e a d b r o a d e r t h a n t h e b o d y , d e 

p ressed , o b l o n g , l e a d - c o l o u r e d : eyes v e r y l a r g e : 

t r u n k l i v i d , s o m e w h a t c l o u d e d a b o v e w i t h n a r r o w 

c i n e r e o u s b a n d s : t a i l r o u n d , a n d m e a s u r i n g a b o u t 

a t h i r d o f t h e w h o l e a n i m a l : a h a r m l e s s species : 

n a t i v e o f S o u t h A m e r i c a : l e n g t h a b o u t t w o f e e t : 

h a b i t r a t h e r s l e n d e r . 
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R E D B E A D S N A K E . 

Coluber Guttatus. C. niger, dorso flavo maculis rubris, abdo
mine fusco variegato. 

Black Snake, with yellow back spotted with red, and abdomen 
variegated with dusky. 

Coluber Guttatus. Lin. St/st. Nat. p. 385. 
Bead Snake. Catesb. Carol. % t. 6*0. 
Abdominal scuta 227, subcaudal scales 60. 

DESCRIBED by Catesby : general length about 

t w o f e e t , b u t g r o w s t o a m u c h g r e a t e r l e n g t h : 

g r o u n d - c o l o u r b l a c k , d e e p e s t o n t h e b a c k a n d 

f a i n t e s t o n t h e b e l l y , w h e r e i t i s d i s p o s e d i n t o a 

k i n d o f s q u a r i s h v a r i e g a t i o n s : t h e u p p e r p a r t o f 

t h e b o d y is a d o r n e d w i t h l a r g e spo t s o f a b r i g h t 

r e d c o l o u r , b e t w e e n w h i c h , a t r e g u l a r d i s t a n c e s , 

a re y e l l o w spo t s : t h e s ides a re s p o t t e d w i t h b l a c k : 

t h e t a i l m e a s u r e s a b o u t a s i x t h o f t h e w h o l e l e n g t h . 

T h i s spec ies is a n a t i v e o f C a r o l i n a , a n d , a c c o r d 

i n g t o C a t e s b y , r e s ides u n d e r g r o u n d , b e i n g r a r e l y 

seen o n t h e s u r f a c e , b u t i s o f t e n d u g u p i n d i g 

g i n g f o r p o t a t o e s , & c . a n d is a p e r f e c t l y h a r m l e s s 

a n i m a l . I t seems g r e a t l y a l l i e d , e x c e p t i n t h e 

n u m b e r o f a b d o m i n a l a n d s u b c a u d a l scales , t o t h e 

Red Spotted Snake b e f o r e d e s c r i b e d . 
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D O U B T F U L S N A K E . 

Cobra Americana. Seb. 2. t. 21. f. 3. 

LENGTH about fifteen inches, and moderately 

t h i c k i n p r o p o r t i o n : h e a d r a t h e r l a r g e , a n d c o 

v e r e d w i t h s m a l l scales , n e c k t h i c k : c o l o u r w h i t e , 

w i t h e x t r e m e l y b r o a d n u m e r o u s t r a n s v e r s e r e d 

ba r s , m a n y o f w h i c h a re b i f i d o n t h e s i d e s ; t a i l 

r a t h e r t a p e r b u t n o t s h a r p - p o i n t e d , a n d m a r k e d 

a b o v e b y a d e e p r e d u n d u l a t i n g s t r i p e o f a l t e r 

n a t e l y c o n f l u e n t m a r k s i n s o m e d e g r e e s i m i l a r t o 

t h o s e o n t h e v i p e r , t o w h i c h t r i b e t h i s spec ies 

seems t o b e l o n g : t h e h e a d is w h i t e a b o v e , w i t h 

t w o s m a l l o b l o n g r e d m a r k s i n t h e m i d d l e : a b d o 

m e n p a l e r e d : d e s c r i b e d m e r e l y f r o m Seba s f i g u r e . 

N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g t h e v i p e r i n e c h a r a c t e r m e n t i o n e d 

i n Seba's v e r y s l i g h t d e s c r i p t i o n , t h e e n g r a v i n g -

has s o m e t h i n g o f t h e a p p e a r a n c e o f a n Anguis, 

a n d m u s t b e c o n s i d e r e d as d o u b t f u l . 

A G I L E S N A K E . 

Coluber Agilis. C. fasciis alternis albis § fuscis, capite pano, 
cauda brevi. 

Snake with alternate white and brown bands, small head, and 
short ta i l . 

Coluber agilis. Lin. Syst. Nat. p. 381. Mus. Ad. Fiid. p. 27-

t . 2 l . f . 2 . 
Abdominal scuta 184, subcaudal scales 50. 

DESCRIBED by Linnaeus in the Museum Adol-

p h i F r i d e r i c i . H e a d s m a l l , a n d c o v e r e d w i t h l a r g e 
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s c a l e s : eyes s m a l l : t e e t h m i n u t e : b o d y s l e n d e r 

a n d s m o o t h ; l e n g t h a b o u t a s p a n : c o l o u r w h i t e , 

w i t h n u m e r o u s , b r o a d , b r o w n b a n d s , s u r r o u n d i n g 

t h e b o d y , b u t n a r r o w e r b e l o w t h a n a b o v e : sca les 

o n t h e b o d y s m a l l i s h , t h e s k i n , a c c o r d i n g t o t h e 

figure i n t h e w o r k a b o v e m e n t i o n e d , a p p e a r i n g 

b e t w e e n t h e m , so as t o cause a k i n d o f r e t i c u l a r 

v a r i e g a t i o n o n t h e b r o w n a n n u l i : t a i l s h o r t , t a p e r , 

b u t r a t h e r o b t u s e : n a t i v e o f C e y l o n . 

F L A T - N O S E D S N A K E . 

Coluber Simus. C. nigricans, albo transversim fasciatus, nasi) 
simo. 

Blackish Snake, with white transverse bands, and turned-uj) 
nose. 

Coluber simus. Lin. Syst. Nat. p. 275. 
Abdominal scuta 124, subcaudal scales 46". 

LENGTH about a foot and half: head rather 

l a r g e , r o u n d i s h , t h e n o s e flat i n f r o n t , a n d t u r n e d 

u p i n t o a s l i g h t l y p o i n t e d t i p : b e t w e e n t h e eyes a 

b l a c k c u r v e d b a n d , a n d o n t h e t o p o f t h e h e a d a 

w h i t e c r o s s - s h a p e d m a r k w i t h a b l a c k c e n t r a l s p o t : 

b o d y b l a c k i s h o r d e e p - b r o w n , w i t h w h i t e v a r i e g a 

t i o n s so d i s p o s e d as t o f o r m a k i n d o f t r a n s v e r s e 

b a n d s : a b d o m e n d u s k y : n a t i v e o f N o r t h A m e r i c a . 
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P A D E R A S N A K E . 

Coluber Padcra. C. albus, maculis dorsalibus fuscis lineola con-
nexis, lateralibus simplicibus. 

White Snake, wi th blackish dorsal spots connected by a line, 
and simple lateral spots. 

Coluber Padera. Lin. Syst. Nat. p. 3S2. 
Abdominal scuta 1()S, subcaudal scales 56*. 

OF this snake little more seems to be known 

t h a n w h a t m a y b e c o l l e c t e d f r o m t h e s h o r t d e 

s c r i p t i o n o f i t s c o l o u r s g i v e n i n t h e S y s t e m a N a 

turae, v i z . t h a t i t is w h i t e , w i t h a d o r s a l r a n g e o f 

d o u b l e b l a c k s p o t s c o n n e c t e d b y a c o m m o n l i n e ; 

t h e s ides b e i n g m a r k e d b y a r o w o f s i m p l e s p o t s 

o f s i m i l a r c o l o u r . I t i s a n a t i v e o f I n d i a . 

A U S T R A L A S I A N S N A K E . 

Coluberfusco-nigricans,Jlavo punctatus, scutis brevissimis, abdomine 
fuscojlavoque nebulato. 

Blackish-brown Snake, speckled with yellow, with very narrow 
scuta, and abdomen clouded with brown and yellow. 

A LARGE snake, measuring nine or ten feet in 

l e n g t h , a n d b e i n g r a t h e r s l e n d e r i n p r o p o r t i o n : 

c o l o u r a b o v e v e r y d e e p o r b l a c k i s h b r o w n , v a r i e 

g a t e d w i t h n u m e r o u s y e l l o w s p e c k s , w h i c h v a r i e 

g a t i o n is c h i e f l y o w i n g t o e a c h o f t h e b l a c k o r 

d a r k - b r o w n sca les b e i n g m a r k e d o n t h e m i d d l e b y 

a n o v a t e y e l l o w s p o t : o n t h e s ides o f t h e b o d y 

m a n y o f t h e sca les a r e y e l l o w o n o n e h a l f a n d 

b l a c k o n t h e o t h e r ; a n d b y d e g r e e s a p p e a r m o r e 

v . 111. p . 1 1 . 3 3 
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t i n g e d w i t h y e l l o w as t h e y a p p r o a c h t h e a b d o m e n , 

w h i c h is c l o u d e d w i t h a m i x t u r e o f b r o w n a n d 

y e l l o w : t h e h e a d is s m a l l , c o v e r e d i n f r o n t , as i n 

m o s t o f t h e i n n o x i o u s snakes , w r i t h m o d e r a t e l y 

l a r g e s c a l e s : t h e t e e t h r a t h e r l a r g e , a n d so f a r as 

c o u l d be j u d g e d f r o m t h e d r i e d s p e c i m e n s h i t h e r 

t o e x a m i n e d , u n a c c o m p a n i e d b y a n y p o i s o n o u s 

f a n g s : t h e a b d o m i n a l s c u t a r e m a r k a b l y n a r r o w , 

s c a r c e e x t e n d i n g f r o m s i d e t o s i d e m o r e t h a n a 

f o u r t h o f t h e d i a m e t e r o f t h e b o d y : t h e t a i l s h o r t , 

a n d g r a d u a l l y " t a p e r i n g t o a s l e n d e r p o i n t . T h e 

n u m b e r o f a b d o m i n a l s c u t a a n d s u b c a u d a l scales , 

f r o m t h e i m p e r f e c t m a n n e r i n w h i c h t h e d r i e d 

s k i n s h a v e b e e n i m p o r t e d , is n o t a s c e r t a i n a b l e . 

A n e x t r e m e l y g o o d g e n e r a l r e p r e s e n t a t i o n o f t h i s 

spec ies m a y b e f o u n d i n M r . W h i t e s J o u r n a l o f a 

V o y a g e t o N e w S o u t h W a l e s , as w e l l as o f s o m e 

o t h e r A u s t r a l a s i a n s n a k e s , w h i c h h a v e h i t h e r t o 

b e e n o n l y d e s c r i b e d i n a c u r s o r y m a n n e r , f r o m 

d r i e d s p e c i m e n s . 

C Y A N E A N S N A K E . 

Coluber Cyaneus. C. cyaneus, subtus virescens. 
Deep-blue Snake, greenish beneath. 
Coluber cyaneus. Lin. Syst. Nat. p. 380. 
Anguiculus Surinamensis cyaneus. Seb. 2. t. 43. f . 2. 
Abdominal scuta 119, subcaudal scales 110. 

A RATHER small species: allied in colour, as 

w e l l as i n shape , t o t h e Ahtvtulla, b e i n g o f a deep 

b l u e a b o v e , a n d g r e e n i s h b e n e a t h ; h e a d o f m o d e -
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r a t e s ize , l o n g i s h , a n d l a r g e - s c a l e d : t a i l l o n g , g r a 

d u a l l y t a p e r i n g t o a p o i n t : n a t i v e o f S o u t h A m e 

r i c a . I n Seba's s p e c i m e n , r e f e r r e d t o b y L i n n a e u s , 

a n a r r o w r e d l i n e d i v i d e s t h e s ides f r o m t h e a b 

d o m e n . 

S I B O N S N A K E . 

Coluber Sibon. C.ferrugineus albo nebulatus, corpore subcom* 
presso. 

Ferruginous Snake, clouded with white, with subcompresscd 
body. 

Coluber Sibon. Lin. Syst. Nat. p. 3S3. 
Serpens Africana ab Hottentottis Sibon dicta. Seb. 1.1. 14. f . 4. 
Abdominal scuta 180, subcaudal scales 85. 

SOMEWHAT allied in general appearance to the 

Coluber nebulatus, b u t r a t h e r s h o r t e r i n p r o p o r 

t i o n : b o d y l a t e r a l l y c o m p r e s s e d : h e a d s h o r t , 

flattish, a n d c o n s i d e r a b l y l a r g e r t h a n t h e n e c k , 

p a l e , a n d s p e c k l e d w i t h b r o w n : r e m a i n d e r o f t h e 

u p p e r p a r t s f e r r u g i n o u s c l o u d e d w i t h w h i t e : a b 

d o m e n p a l e c l o u d e d w i t h b r o w n : t a i l o f m o d e r a t e 

l e n g t h , g r a d u a l l y t a p e r i n g t o t h e t i p : t h e s p e c i 

m e n f i g u r e d i n Seba, a n d r e f e r r e d t o b y L i n n a e u s , 

i s d e s c r i b e d as o f b r i g h t e r c o l o u r s , t h e g r o u n d 

c o l o u r b e i n g y e l l o w i s h , a n d t h e v a r i e g a t i o n s r u 

f o u s a n d b r o w n . I c a n n o t f o r b e a r e x p r e s s i n g 

s o m e s u s p i c i o n t h a t t h i s s n a k e a n d t h e nebulatus 

m a y i n r e a l i t y b e t h e s a m e s p e c i e s : a t a l l e v e n t s , 

i f t h e y a re n o t , t h e y a f f o r d a v e r y s t r i k i n g p r o o f 

o f t h e i n e f f i c a c y o f t h e L i n n a e a n s p e c i f i c c h a r a c t e r s 

a t t e m p t e d f r o m t h e n u m b e r o f s c u t a a n d squamae. 



5 0 8 

D I N G Y S N A K E . 

Coluber Exoletus. C. griseo-cccrulescens, capiie oblongo depres-
siusculo, labiis gulaque albis. 

Brueish-grey Snake, with oblong flattish head, and white lips 
and throat. 

Coluber exoletus. Lin. Syst. Nat. p. 385. 
Abdominal scuta 147, subcaudal scales 132. 

DESCRIBED by Linnaeus in the Museum Adol-

p b i F r i d e r i c i : l e n g t h a b o u t t h r e e f e e t : h a b i t o f 

t h e Ahcetulla: c o l o u r b l u e i s h g r e y : scales o n t h e 

b o d y o b t u s e , a n d a r r a n g e d i n e l e v e n r o w s : h e a d 

o b l o n g , flattish : l i p s a n d t h r o a t w h i t e : t a i l m o r e 

t h a n a t h i r d o f t h e w h o l e l e n g t h , s l e n d e r , a n d p a l e 

b e n e a t h : n a t i v e o f S o u t h A m e r i c a . 

D H A R A S N A K E . 

Coluber Dhara. C cupreo-griseus subtus albus, squamarum 
marginibus albicantibus. 

Cupreous-grey Snake, white beneath, with the edges of the 
scales whitish. 

Coluber Dhara. Lin. Syst. Nat. Gmtl.p. 1111. 
Abdominal scuta 235, subcaudal scales 4S. 

DESCRIBED by Forskal: native of Arabia: 

l e n g t h m o r e t h a n a c u b i t : t h i c k n e s s less t h a n 

t h a t o f a finger: c o l o u r a b o v e c u p r e o u s grey, 

w i t h t h e e d g e s o f t h e sca les w h i t i s h : b e n e a t h 

w h i t e : h e a d o v a t e a n d o b t u s e : c o v e r e d w i t h l a r g e 

scales , o f w h i c h t h a t i n t h e m i d d l e o r b e t w e e n t h e 

eyes is l a r g e r t h a n t h e res t . 



5 0 9 

T Y R I A N S N A K E . 

Coluber Tyria. C. albidus, maculis rhombeis fuscis in iriplici. 
Whitish Snake, whith a triple series of dusky rhomboid spots. 
Coluber T y r i a . Lin. Lyst. Nat. Gmel. p. 1111, 
Abdominal scuta 210, subcaudal scales 83. 

DESCRIBED by Hasselquist: colour whitish, 

w i t h a t r i p l e l o n g i t u d i n a l ser ies o f d u s k y r h o m 

b o i d s p o t s : n a t i v e o f E g y p t . 

P E L 1 A S N A K E . 

Coluber Pelias. C. subfuscus fasciis transversis duplicatis nigris, 
subtus viridis, linea lateralijiaxa. 

Brownish Snake, with double transverse black bands, beneath 
green, with a yellow lateral line. 

Coluber Pelias. Lin. Syst. Nat. Gmel. 1111. 
Abdominal scuta 187, subcaudal scales 130. 

SUFFICIENTLY described in its specific charac

t e r : o b s e r v e d b y L i n n a e u s i n t h e M u s e u m o f D e 

g e e r : n a t i v e o f S o u t h A m e r i c a , a n d s a i d t o o c c u r 

a l so i n I n d i a . I n t h e d i s t r i b u t i o n o f i t s c o l o u r s i t 

seems a l l i e d t o t h e Coluber ornatus. 

EGG S N A K E . 

Coluber Ovivorus. Lin. Syst. Nat. p. 385. 
Abdominal scuta 203, subcaudal scales 73. 

OF this Linnaean snake nothing more seems to 

b e k n o w n t h a n t h a t i t is a n a t i v e o f A m e r i c a : i t 
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m a y p e r h a p s b e c o n s i d e r e d as a d o u b t f u l spec ies : 

i n t h e n u m b e r o f i t s a b d o m i n a l a n d s u b c a u d a l 

scales i t ag rees p r e t t y n e a r l y w i t h t h e C. Constric

tor, w h i c h is a l so r e p o r t e d t o b e a d e s t r o y e r o f 

e g g s . 

S W I F T S N A K E . 

Coluber Cursor. C. virescens, striis duabus dorsalibus lineato-
maculatis albis, lateribus abdomineque albidis. 

Greenish Snake, with two dorsal stripes of linear white spots, 
and whitish sides and abdomen. 

La Couresse. Cepede Oxip. 2. p. 281. pi. 14. f . 2 . 
Abdominal scuta 185, subcaudal scales 105. 

DESCRIBED b}7 Cepede from a specimen in the 

R o y a l C a b i n e t a t P a r i s : l e n g t h n e a r t h r e e f e e t : 

c o l o u r g r e e n i s h a b o v e , w i t h t w o l o n g i t u d i n a l r o w s 

o f s m a l l , l o n g i s h , w h i t e s p o t s : s ides a n d a b d o m e n 

w h i t i s h : h e a d c o v e r e d w i t h l a r g e s c a l e s : t a i l o f 

m o d e r a t e l e n g t h , a n d g r a d u a l l y t a p e r i n g t o t h e 

t i p : s a i d t o b e a r e m a r k a b l y t i m i d a n d s w i f t spe

c ies , g e n e r a l l y e s c a p i n g w i t h g r e a t r a p i d i t y w h e n 

d i s c o v e r e d : n a t i v e o f t h e i s l a n d o f M a r t i n i c o . 
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H I C K A N E L L A S N A K E . 

Coluber Hickanella. C. albus, cceruleo guttatus, abdomine caru-
leo maculato. 

White Snake, speckled with blue above, and variegated with 
blue on the abdomen. 

Serpens Hikkanella Americanus. Seb. 2. t. Kb.f.l. 

A BEAUTIFUL species: length about two feet 

a n d a h a l f : t h i c k n e s s m o d e r a t e : h e a d o b l o n o ; , 

l a r g e - s c a l e d , w h i t e , w i t h t h e s u t u r e s o r d i v i s i o n s 

o f t h e sca les b l u e : r e m a i n d e r o f t h e u p p e r p a r t s 

w h i t e , w i t h n u m e r o u s s m a l l b l u e spo ts , d i s p o s e d 

i n a r h o m b o i d p a t t e r n : a b d o m e n w h i t e , t r a n s -

v e r s l y t e s s e l a t e d i n s o m e p a r t s w i t h b l u e : t a i l r a 

t h e r s h o r t , g r a d u a l l y t a p e r i n g t o t h e t i p : n a t i v e , 

a c c o r d i n g t o Seba , o f S o u t h A m e r i c a , f r e q u e n t 

i n g h o u s e s , a n d b e i n g v e r y u s e f u l i n d e s t r o y i n g 

r a t s , & c . 

B O A F O R M S N A K E . 

Coluber Boaeformis. C. albidus,fusco variegatus, abdomine albo, 
scutis brevissimis. 

Whitish Snake, with brown variegations, white beneath, with 
very short scuta. 

Pedda Poda. Russ. Ind. Serp. p. 27, 28, 30. pi 22, 23, 24. 
Bora. Russ. Ind. Serp. p. 44. pi 39. 
Abdominal scuta 252, subcaudal scales 62. 

4 

L E N G T H o f t h e s p e c i m e n d e s c r i b e d b y D r . R u s 

se l a b o u t t w o f e e t a n d a h a l f , b u t s u p p o s e d t o 

g r o w m u c h l a r g e r : h a b i t t h i c k a n d s h o r t , w i t h 
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m o d e r a t e l y l a r g e o b l o n g - o v a t e h e a d , c o v e r e d w i t h 

l a r g e scales , a n d s h o r t , s h a r p - p o i n t e d t a i l : c o l o u r 

o f t h e u p p e r p a r t s v e r y p a l e o r w h i t i s h b r o w n , v a 

r i e g a t e d o n t h e b a c k a n d s ides b y l a r g e a n d s m a l l , 

i r r e g u l a r l y f o r m e d , d e e p - b r o w n p a t c h e s a n d s p o t s , 

t h o s e o n t h e s ides b e i n g m o s t l y o c e l l a t e d : b o d y 

c o v e r e d w i t h v e r y s m a l l scales , t h e t h r e e r o w s n e x t 

t h e a b d o m e n b e i n g m u c h l a r g e r t h a n t h e r e s t : 

a b d o m e n w h i t e , t h e s c u t a b e i n g r e m a r k a b l y n a r 

r o w o r s h o r t , a n d f u r n i s h e d w i t h r e d d i s h m a r g i n s : 

t h e u n d e r p a r t o f t h e t a i l is v a r i e g a t e d w i t h b l a c k 

a n d w h i t e : n a t i v e o f I n d i a : a n a n i m a l o f g r e a t 

s t r e n g t h , w r e a t h i n g r o u n d t h e a r m , i f h e l d f o r a 

s h o r t t i m e , i n s u c h a m a n n e r as t o n u m b t h e h a n d : 

n o t p o i s o n o u s ; i t s b i t e p r o d u c i n g n o o t h e r e f f e c t 

t h a n t h a t o f t e m p o r a r y p a i n . 

V A R . ? 

Bora. RJISS, Ind. Serp. pi. 39. \ 

THIS seems to be no other than the same spe

c ies o f a m u c h l a r g e r s i z e : d i s p o s i t i o n o f sca les 

a n d c o l o u r s t h e s ame , b u t t h e g r o u n d - c o l o u r 

w h i t e , a n d t h e t a i l f u r n i s h e d b e n e a t h w i t h s e v e r a l 

s c u t a o r u n d i v i d e d l ame l l ae t o w a r d s t h e t i p , o r 

a f t e r t h o s e i m m e d i a t e l y s u c c e e d i n g t h e v e n t ; 

w h i l e t h e t i p i t s e l f is a g a i n t e r m i n a t e d b y a f e w 

d i v i d e d s c a l e s : b u t t h e n u m b e r of£he w h o l e , t a k e n 

t o g e t h e r , a m o u n t s t o t h e s ame , w i t h i n a t r i f l e , as 

i n t h e f i r s t - m e n t i o n e d k i n d . F o u n d a t C a l c u t t a , 

w h e r e i t is p r e t e n d e d t h a t i t s b i t e i s v e r y s o o n f o l -
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l o w e d b y e r u p t i o n s o n d i f f e r e n t p a r t s o f t h e b o d y , 

t h o u g h i t does n o t p r o v e f a t a l i n less t h a n t e n o r 

t w e l v e d a y s : b u t t h i s i s , i n a l l p r o b a b i l i t y , a 

m e r e p o p u l a r e r r o r . 

VAR. ? 

Pedda Poda; Russ. t. 23, 24. 

WITH the general habit, colour, &c. of the first-

d e s c r i b e d spec ies , b u t w i t h l a r g e r scales i n p r o p o r 

t i o n : p e r h a p s a s e x u a l d i f f e r e n c e : v e n t , as i n b o t h 

t h e p r e c e d i n g , l a r g e , s e m i l u n a r , a n d e d g e d w i t h a 

d o u b l e r o w o f s m a l l s c a l e s : o n e a c h s i d e t h e v e n t 

i s a l s o a s h o r t , c u r v e d , s p u r - s h a p e d , o r h o r n - l i k e 

p r o c e s s . T h i s s n a k e is s a i d t o g r o w t o a v e r y l a r g e 

s ize , h a v i n g b e e n seen o f t h e l e n g t h o f n i n e o r t e n 

f e e t 

M U C O U S S N A K E . 

Coluber Mucosus. C. ccerulescens, capite anguluto, labiis trans-
versim nigro striatis. 

Blueish Snake pale beneath, with angular head, and lips striped 
transversly with black. 

Coluber mucosus. Lin. Syst. Nat. p. 38S. Mus. Ad. Frid. 
p. 37. t. 23. f . 1. 

Abdominal scuta 200, subcaudal scales 140. 

THIS snake is described by Linnaeus in the Mu

s e u m A d o l p h i F r i d e r i c i : i t is n o t r e m a r k a b l e f o r 

a n y t h i n g p a r t i c u l a r i n i t s a p p e a r a n c e , b u t seems 

t o b e r a t h e r a s m a l l spec ies , m e a s u r i n g a b o u t a 
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f o o t a n d h a l f i n l e n g t h , o f w h i c h t h e t a i l m e a 

sures a t h i r d p a r t : t h e c o l o u r i s b l u e i s h , p a l e r 

b e n e a t h ; t h e h e a d a n g u l a r , t h e eyes l a r g e , a n d 

t h e l i p s m a r k e d w i t h b l a c k b a r s : i t i s a n a t i v e o f 

S o u t h A m e r i c a : i t seems t o b e a spec ies r a t h e r 

i n d i s t i n c t l y d e s c r i b e d , a n d t o d e m a n d f a r t h e r e x 

a m i n a t i o n . 

C i E R U L E S C E N T S N A K E . 

Coluber Casrulescens. C. ccerulescens capite acuminato, abdo
mine piano. 

Caerulescent Snake, with pointed head and flat abdomen. 
Coluber caerulescens. Lin. Syst. Nat. p. 389. Mus. Ad. Frid. 

p. 37 t. 2 0 . / . 2. 
Abdominal scuta 215, subcaudal scales 170. 

WITH the general habit of Ahcetulla: length a 

f o o t a n d h a l f : c o l o u r b l u e i s h , p a l e r b e n e a t h : a b 

d o m e n flat: h e a d o v a t e , a n d a c u m i n a t e : t a i l 

r o u n d a n d a b o u t a f o u r t h o f t h e w h o l e l e n g t h , 

g r a d u a l l y t a p e r i n g t o t h e t i p : n a t i v e o f S o u t h 

A m e r i c a . T h i s a l s o seems t o b e a n o b s c u r e 

spec ies . 
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S M O O T H S N A K E . 

Coluber Austriacus. C. griseo-ccerulescens kevissimus, serie dor-
sali duplici macularum rufarum, lateribus abdomineque rufes-
centibus. 

Blueish-grey polished Snake, with a double dorsal row of ru 
fous spots, and rufescent sides and abdomen. 

Coronella Austriaca. Laurenti Amph. p. 84. t. 5 . f . 1. 
La Lisse. Cepede Serp. p. 158. 
Abdominal scuta 178, subcaudal scales 46. 

THIS snake, which in its general appearance 

a n d m a n n e r s bea r s a c o n s i d e r a b l e r e s e m b l a n c e t o 

t h e Natrix, seems t o h a v e b e e n f i r s t d e s c r i b e d as 

a d i s t i n c t spec ies b y L a u r e n t i , w h o , i n h i s w o r k 

o n t h e A m p h i b i a , has d i s t i n g u i s h e d i t b y t h e t i t l e 

o f C o r o n e l l a A u s t r i a c a , b e i n g c o m m o n i n t h e r e 

g i o n r o u n d V i e n n a . I t is a l so f o u n d i n F r a n c e 

a n d s e v e r a l o t h e r p a r t s o f E u r o p e . I t s p r i n c i p a l 

m a r k o f d i s t i n c t i o n f r o m t h e N a t r i x is t h e p e r f e c t 

s m o o t h n e s s o f i t s s c a l e s ; t h o s e o f t h e N a t r i x b e i n g 

s o m e w h a t c a r i n a t e d : i t s c o l o u r o n t h e u p p e r p a r t s 

i s b l u e i s h g r e y , i n c l i n i n g t o r u f o u s o n t h e s ides 

a n d a b d o m e n : a l o n g t h e b a c k r u n s a d o u b l e r o w 

o f a l t e r n a t e r u f o u s s p o t s ; a f e w o t h e r s , s o m e w h a t 

less d i s t i n c t , a p p e a r a l o n g e a c h s ide , a n d t h e a b 

d o m e n is v a r i e g a t e d w i t h p a t c h e s o f a s i m i l a r 

c a s t : t h e eyes a re r e d , a n d t h r o u g h t h e m , f r o m 

t h e n o s t r i l s t o t h e b a c k o f t h e c h e e k s , passes a 

n a r r o w r u f o u s s t r i p e : t w o m o d e r a t e l y l a r g e spo t s 

a l so a p p e a r a t t h e b a c k o f t h e h e a d , i m m e d i a t e l y 

b e y o n d t h e l a r g e s c a l e s : i n a y o u n g s t a t e t h e a b 

d o m e n is o f t e n o f a m u c h b r i g h t e r cas t , o r r e d : 
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w h i l e t h e c o l o u r o f t h e u p p e r p a r t s i s m o r e o b s c u r e . 

T h i s a n i m a l i n h a b i t s m o i s t m e a d o w s , h e d g e s , w a t r y 

p l a c e s , & c . I t i s o f a fierce d i s p o s i t i o n i n i t s w i l d 

s t a t e , b i t i n g w i t h m u c h eage rness s u c h a n i m a l s as 

h a p p e n t o a t t a c k i t , b u t i s i n c a p a b l e o f p r o d u c i n g 

a n y i n j u r y , b e i n g u n p r o v i d e d w i t h p o i s o n o u s f a n g s , 

a n d i s e a s i l y t a m e d , i n w h i c h s t a t e i t s h o w s a c o n 

s i d e r a b l e d e g r e e o f a t t a c h m e n t . I t o c c a s i o n a l l y 

v a r i e s s o m e w h a t i n c o l o u r , t h e u p p e r p a r t s h a v i n g 

a s t r o n g t i n g e o f r u f o u s , a n d t h e a b d o m e n o f 

d u s k y b r o w n o r e v e n b l a c k i s h , w h i l e t h e s ides 

h a v e a c a s t o f y e l l o w o r g r e e n . 

C A T E N A T E D S N A K E . 

Coluber Catenatus. C. albidvs, supra maculis quadratis fuscis 
tesselatis, abdomine fasciis latis subfuscis distantibus. 

Whitish Snake, tesselated above with square brown spots, and 
marked on the abdomen by very distant, broad dusky bands. 

Abdominal scuta 147, subcaudal scales 78. 

LENGTH about two feet: colour pale or whitish: 

m a r k e d a b o v e b y n u m e r o u s s q u a r e b r o w n s p o t s 

a l t e r n a t e l y d i s p o s e d , a n d j o i n i n g a t t h e a n g l e s : 

a b d o m e n p a l e o r w h i t e , w i t h s i x o r s e v e n v e r y d i s 

t a n t , b r o a d , d u s k y , t r a n s v e r s e b a n d s , o n e o f w h i c h 

i s p l a c e d i m m e d i a t e l y b e n e a t h t h e t h r o a t : h e a d 

s m a l l , w h i t e o n t h e s ides , a n d b r o w n o n t h e t o p , 

b u t m a r k e d b y a w h i t e b a r a c r o s s t h e n o s e , j o i n 

i n g w i t h t w o l a r g e w h i t e m a r k s o v e r t h e eyes , a n d 

t h u s c o n s t i t u t i n g a k i n d o f r e v e r s e d h o r s e s h o e -

s h a p e d w h i t e s p o t o n t h e h e a d : f r o m b e h i n d e a c h 
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e y e p r o c e e d t w o d u s k y l i n e s t o w a r d s t h e b a c k o f 

t h e j a w : t a i l l o n g , s l e n d e r , a n d t a p e r i n g t o a 

p o i n t : d e s c r i b e d f r o m a s p e c i m e n i n t h e B r i t i s h 

M u s e u m . 

C I N E R E O U S S N A K E . 

Coluber Cinereus. C. cinereus, abdomine albido, cauda supra 
fusco reticulata, subtus transversim lineata. 

Cinereous Snake, with white abdomen, tail reticulated above 
with brown, and lineatcd transvcrsly beneath. 

Coluber cinereus. Lin. Syst. Nat. p. 388. Mus. Ad. Frid. 
p. 37. 

Abdominal scuta 200, subcaudal scales 137 

HABIT of Natrix : length about two feet: co

l o u r c i n e r e o u s : h e a d o v a t e , c o n v e x : eyes l a r g e : 

l i p s m a r k e d b y t r a n s v e r s e b l a c k s t r i p e s : t r u n k 

c o v e r e d b y n i n e t e e n r o w s o f s m a l l s m o o t h s c a l e s : 

a b d o m e n w h i t e , a n d s l i g h t l y a n g u l a r : t a i l m o r e 

t h a n a t h i r d o f t h e w h o l e ; f l a t t i s h b e n e a t h , w i t h 

t h e scales e d g e d w i t h b r o w n a b o v e , a n d a p p e a r i n g 

r e t i c u l a t e d , a n d t r a n s v e r s l y l i n e a t e e l b e n e a t h : 

n a t i v e o f t h e E a s t I n d i e s . 
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HORSESHOE S N A K E . 

Coluber Hippocrepis. C. lividus fusco maculatus, occipite fascia 
lunulata reverse. 

Livid Snake, spotted with brown, wi th a reversed lunulated 
band on the hind part of the head. 

Coluber Hippocrepis. Lin. Syst. Nat. p. 3SS. 
Abdominal scuta 232, subcaudal scales 

A SMALL species : length little more than a foot. 

c o l o u r l i v i d , w i t h a r o w o f p r e t t y c l o s e l y p l a c e d 

r o u n d b r o w n s p o t s d o w n t h e b a c k , a n d t w o o r 

t h r e e r o w s o f m u c h s m a l l e r a l t e r n a t i n g o n e s d o w n 

t h e s i d e s : h e a d o f m o d e r a t e s ize , m a r k e d b y a 

t r a n s v e r s e a r c u a t e d b r o w n b a n d b e t w e e n t h e eyes , 

a n d b y a l a r g e r h o r s e s h o e - s h a p e d b a n d o n t h e h i n d -

h e a d , t h e d i v i s i o n s p o i n t i n g b a c k w a r d s : a b d o m e n 

p a l e : t a i l o f m i d d l i n g l e n g t h , t a p e r i n g g r a d u a l l y 

t o t h e t i p : n a t i v e o f A m e r i c a . 

S C U T A T E D S N A K E . 

Coluber Scutatus. C. ater scutis latissimis. 
Black Snake, with extremely broad scuta. 
Coluber scutatus. Lin. Syst. Nat. Gmel. p. 1102. Vail. it. 1. 

p. 459. 
Abdominal scuta 190, subcaudal scales 50. 

HABIT of Natrix: length near four feet: co

l o u r e n t i r e l y b l a c k , e x c e p t t h a t t h e a b d o m e n is 

m a r k e d a l t e r n a t e l y o n e a c h s i d e w i t h a r o w o f 

s m a l l i s h , s q u a r e , y e l l o w i s h w h i t e s p o t s : s c u t a r e -
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m a r k a b l y w i d e , e x t e n d i n g o n e a c h s i d e i n s u c h a 

m a n n e r as t o e m b r a c e n e a r t w o t h i r d s o f t h e b o d y : 

t a i l s o m e w h a t p y r a m i d a l , v e r y l o n g , a n d f l a t t i s h 

b e n e a t h : t h i s spec ies w a s o b s e r v e d b y D r . P a l l a s 

a b o u t t h e b o r d e r s o f t h e r i v e r Y a i k , o c c a s i o n a l l y 

f r e q u e n t i n g b o t h l a n d a n d w a t e r . 

M I N E R V A ' S S N A K E . 

Coluber Minerva?. C. glaucus, fascia dorsalifusca, capite fasciis 
tribus. 

Glaucous Snake, with a brown band down the back, and three 
on the head. 

Coluber Minerva 5 . Lin. Syst. Nat. p. 388. Mus. Ad. Frid. 
p. 36. 

Abdominal scuta 238, subcaudal scales 0,0. 

DESCRIBED by Linnaeus in the Museum Adol-

p h i F r i d e r i c i : l e n g t h a b o u t a f o o t a n d h a l f : t h i c k 

ness g r e a t e r t h a n t h a t o f a s w a n q u i l l : c o l o u r 

g l a u c o u s , w i t h a b r o a d , l o n g i t u d i n a l , b r o w n b a n d 

d o w n t h e b a c k , a n d t h r e e l o n g i t u d i n a l b a n d s o n 

t h e h e a d , t w o w h i c h pass t h r o u g h t h e eyes : h e a d 

o b l o n g , o v a t e , c o n v e x , a n d s m o o t h : eyes l a r g e : 

t a i l s l e n d e r , a n d m e a s u r i n g a b o u t a t h i r d o f t h e 

w h o l e l e n g t h : o n e a c h s i d e t h e b o d y , t o w a r d s 

t h e t a i l , i s a n a r r o w d u s k y l i n e : t h e scales o n t h e 

w h o l e a n i m a l a re s m o o t h : n a t i v e o f t h e E a s t I n 

d i e s . T h e S n a k e , b e i n g c o n s i d e r e d as t h e e m b l e m 

o f W i s d o m , w a s c o n s e c r a t e d t o M i n e r v a b y t h e 

a n c i e n t G r e e k s , b u t t h e p a r t i c u l a r species i t w o u l d 

b e i n v a i n t o c o n j e c t u r e . 
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C A S P I A N S N A K E . 

Coluber Caspius. C. supra alternatim fusco Jlavoque fasciatus, 
subtus filavus. 

Yellow Snake, marked above by alternate brown bands. 
Coluber Caspius. Lin. Syst. Nat. Gmel. p. 1112. Lepechin, it. 

p. 317. t. 1. 
Abdominal scuta 198, subcaudal scales 100. 

THIS snake is said to be found toward the 

shores o f t h e C a s p i a n sea, i n l o w g r o u n d s , a n d 

b u s h y p l a c e s : w h e n d i s t u r b e d , i t first e n d e a v o u r s 

t o escape, b u t i f p u r s u e d o r i r r i t a t e d , s p r i n g s f o r 

w a r d s o n i t s a s s a i l a n t w i t h g r e a t f u r y , t h o u g h i n 

c a p a b l e o f d o i n g a n y i n j u r y b y i t s b i t e : i t s c o l o u r s 

a r e s u f f i c i e n t l y d e s c r i b e d i n t h e s p e c i f i c c h a r a c t e r : 

i t i s s a i d t o g r o w t o t h e l e n g t h o f five f e e t o r 

m o r e . 

D O M E S T I C S N A K E . 

Coluber Domesticus. C. griseus, fusco maculatus, macula gemina 
nigra inter oculos. 

Grey Snake, spotted with brown, wi th a double black spot be
tween the eyes. 

Coluber Domesticus. Lin. Syst. Nat. p. 389. 
Abdominal scuta 245, subcaudal scales 94. 

THIS species is a native of Barbary, where it is 

s a i d t o b e i n a m a n n e r d o m e s t i c , b e i n g v e r y c o m 

m o n i n t h e h o u s e s o f t h e i n h a b i t a n t s , a n d c o n s i 

d e r e d as a p e r f e c t l y h a r m l e s s , a n d e v e n u s e f u l i n -
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m a t e s , d e s t r o y i n g t h e s m a l l e r k i n d o f n o x i o u s 

a n i m a l s : i n i t s g e n e r a l a p p e a r a n c e i t is a l l i e d t o 

t h e Hippocrepis, b e i n g o f a p a l e g r e y c o l o u r , s p o t 

t e d w i t h b r o w n ; i t s p r i n c i p a l m a r k o f d i s t i n c t i o n 

b e i n g a d o u b l e b l a c k s p o t b e t w e e n t h e eyes . 

H A L F - S P O T T E D S N A K E . 

Coluber Reginae. C. fusco-violaceus, subtus albus, scutis alter
natim macula laterali scmiorbiculata fusca notatis. 

Violaceous-brown Snake, white beneath, with the scuta marked 
alternately by a semiorbicular brown spot. 

Coluber Reginae. Lin. Syst. Nat. p. 37S. Mus. Ad. Frid. p. 24. 
t. 13 . / . 3. 

Abdominal scuta 137, subcaudal scales 70. 

A SMALL species, about a foot in length: co

l o u r p u r p l i s h b r o w n a b o v e , a n d w h i t e b e n e a t h , 

t h e a b d o m i n a l s c u t a m a r k e d a l t e r n a t e l y o n o n e 

s i d e b y a p r e t t y l a r g e d u s k y h a l f - r o u n d s p o t : t h e 

t a i l is o f m o d e r a t e l e n g t h , r a t h e r s l e n d e r , a n d t h e 

sca les b e n e a t h a r e p l a i n o r u n s p o t t e d : n a t i v e o f 

I n d i a . 

v n r . p . u . 3 4 
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C A R A C A R A S N A K E . 

Coluber Caracara. C. cceruhus, sqvumis corporis antici elongatis, 
pastici rhombcis, collo transversim nigro striata. 

Blue Snake, with the scales on the fore part of the body elon
gated, of the hind part rhomboid, and the neck transversly 
striated with black. 

Coluber Caracara. Lin. Syst. Nat. Gmel. p. 1117. 
Serpens Caracara Brasiliensis singularis. Seb. 2. t. 78. f . 3. 
Abdominal scuta 1Q0, subcaudal scales 125. 

AN elegant species, described and figured in the 

w o r k o f Seba : l e n g t h a b o u t t w o f e e t a n d a h a l f : 

h a b i t m o d e r a t e l y s l e n d e r : h e a d r a t h e r l a r g e a n d 

o b l o n g ; s n o u t o b t u s e : f r o m b e h i n d e a c h e y e a 

b l a c k s t r e a k : c o l o u r p a l e b l u e , t h e h i n d e r p a r t 

o f t h e b o d y b e i n g t i n g e d w i t h r o s e - c o l o u r : t h e 

sca les o n t h e f o r e p a r t s o f t h e a n i m a l a r e o f a 

n a r r o w , l e n g t h e n e d f o r m , a n d o n t h e h i n d p a r t s 

r h o m b o i d , o r o f t h e u s u a l s h a p e : n e c k a n d f o r e 

p a r t s e l e g a n t l y m a r k e d b y n u m e r o u s t r a n s v e r s e 

b l a c k l i n e s , t h e sca les o n t h a t p a r t b e i n g t i p p e d 

a t e a c h e n d w i t h b l a c k : t a i l r a t h e r l o n g , a n d g r a 

d u a l l y t a p e r i n g t o t h e t i p : n a t i v e o f B r a s i l . 

VAR. ? 

IN this specimen, which is in the British Mu

s e u m , t h e h e a d is e l e g a n t l y m a r b l e d w i t h b l a c k 

v a r i e g a t i o n s , a n d t h e w h o l e u p p e r p a r t s a r e v a r i e d 

w i t h b l a c k , t h o u g h n o t i n t h e s a m e d i s t i n c t l y 

l i n e a r m a n n e r as o n t h e f o r e p a r t : t h e a b d o m e n is 

p e r f e c t l y p l a i n o r u n s p o t t e d , a n d is m a r k e d b y t w o 
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n a r r o w , p a l e , d i s t a n t l i n e s r u n n i n g d o w n t h e w h o l e 

l e n g t h , b e t w e e n w h i c h l i n e s i t is o f a s l i g h t l y f l a t 

t e n e d shape . T h e n u m b e r o f a b d o m i n a l s c u t a i n 

t h i s s p e c i m e n is 1 8 5 , a n d o f s u b c a u d a l scales OQ. 

Q U I L L S N A K E . 

Coluber Calamarius. C. lividus, fasdis transversis punctisque 
linearibus fuscis, subtus albido fuscoque tesselatus. 

Liv id Snake, wi th transverse brown bands and linear points, 
and tesselated beneath with brown and white. 

Coluber Calamarius. Lin. Syst. Nat. p. 275. Mus. Ad, Frid. 
p. 23. t. 6.f 3. 

Abdominal scuta 140, subcaudal scales 22. 

A SMALL snake, described by Linnasus in the 

M u s e u m A d o l p h i F r i d e r i c i : l e n g t h a b o u t a s p a n : 

t h i c k n e s s t h a t o f a g o o s e q u i l l : c o l o u r a b o v e 

l i v i d , w i t h t h e w h o l e s u r f a c e s c a t t e r e d o v e r w i t h 

l i n e a r d u s k y p o i n t s , a n d m a r k e d a l s o b y s e v e r a l 

n a r r o w t r a n s v e r s e d u s k y b a r s : a b d o m e n pa le , t e s 

s e l a t e d i n a n a l t e r n a t e m a n n e r w i t h d u s k y s q u a r e s : 

h e a d v e r y s m a l l , c o n v e x , a n d o v a t e : t a i l s h o r t , 

a n d t e r m i n a t i n g r a t h e r o b t u s e l y : n a t i v e o f A m e 

r i c a . 
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S C H 0 K A R S N A K E . 

Coluber Shockar. C.fusco-cinereus, vitta utrinque duplici longi-
tudinali alba, abdomine albido, gula fusco punctata. 

Cinereous-brown Snake, with a double longitudinal white band 
on each side, whitish abdomen, and throat speckled with 
brown. 

Coluber Schockar. Lin. Syst. Nat. Gmel. p. 1115. Forsk. F. 
Arab. p. 14. 

Abdominal scuta 180, subcaudal scales 114. 

DESCRIBED by Forskal : length about a cubit 

a n d h a l f : t h i c k n e s s t h a t o f a l i n g e r : c o l o u r o n 

t h e u p p e r p a r t s c i n e r e o u s b r o w n , w i t h a d o u b l e 

l o n g i t u d i n a l w h i t e s t r i p e o n e a c h s i d e , a n d i n t h e 

m o r e a d v a n c e d o r o l d e r s p e c i m e n s , a n a r r o w 

m i d d l e o r d o r s a l s t r i p e , c o n s i s t i n g o f s m a l l w h i t i s h 

s p o t s : t h r o a t y e l l o w i s h , s p o t t e d w i t h b r o w n : h e a d 

o v a t e , o b t u s e , a n d c o v e r e d w i t h l a r g e s c a l e s : t a i l 

a b o u t a t h i r d o f t h e w h o l e l e n g t h : n a t i v e o f t h e 

w o o d y p a r t s o f A r a b i a . 

B E A T A E N S N A K E . 

Coluber Beataen. Forsk. F. Arab. p. 15. 

A POISONOUS species, mentioned by Forskal, 

w h o , h o w e v e r , o n l y t e l l s us t h a t i t is b l a c k a n d 

w h i t e , a n d t h a t i t s b i t e is i m m e d i a t e l y f a t a l , t h e 

b o d y s w e l l i n g i n c o n s e q u e n c e . 
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H O E L L E I C K S N A K E . 

Coluber Hoelleik. Forsk. F. Arab. p. 15. 

ENTIRELY of a red colour: length about a foot; 

i t s b i t e causes a n i n f l a m e d t u m o u r ; a n d i t s b r e a t h 

is s a i d t o e x c i t e a n i t c h i n g o n t h e s k i n : n a t i v e o f 

A r a b i a . 

J A R A S N A K E . 

Coluber Jara. C. niger, punctis linearibus geminatis albis, collari 
abdomineque flavescentibus. 

Black Snake, with double linear white specks, and yellowish 
collar and abdomen. 

Jara Potoo. Russ. Ind. Serp. p. 19. pi. 44, 
Abdominal scuta 175, subcaudal scales 56*. 

LENGTH about fifteen inches: colour black 

a b o v e , e a c h sca l e m a r k e d b y t w o m i n u t e w h i t e 

l i n e s : r o u n d t h e b a c k o f t h e h e a d a y e l l o w i s h c o l 

l a r : a b d o m e n o f t h e s a m e c o l o u r : t a i l v e r y s h o r t , 

t a p e r i n g s u d d e n l y t o a p o i n t : n a t i v e o f I n d i a . 
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A R N E E S N A K E . 

Coluber Arnensis. C. fusco-flavescens, fasciis angustis trans
versis nigricantibus albo marginatis, abdomine albido. 

Yellowish-brown Snake, wi th narrow, blackish, transverse 
bands edged with white, and pale abdomen. 

Russ. Ind. Serp. p. 43. t. 38. 
Abdominal scuta 169, subcaudal scales 50. 

LENGTH about a foot and half: colour above 

y e l l o w i s h b r o w n , w i t h m o d e r a t e l y d i s t a n t , b l a c k 

i s h o r v e r y d e e p b r o w n t r a n s v e r s e b a n d s e d g e d 

w i t h w h i t e : a b d o m e n p a l e : h e a d s m a l l : t a i l r a 

t h e r s h o r t , a n d t a p e r i n g t o a s h a r p - p o i n t e d t i p : 

n a t i v e o f t h e c o u n t r y o f A r n e e i n t h e E a s t I n d i e s . 

S A G l T T A T E D S N A K E . 

Coluber Sagittatus. C. fuscus, maculis dorsalibus sagittatis al-
bidis nigro marginatis. 

Brown Snake, wi th whitish Sagittated dorsal spots edged with 
black. 

Tar Tut ta . Russ. Ind. Serp. p. 20. pi. 15. 
Abdominal scuta 229, subcaudal scales 87 

LENGTH about two feet: habit slender: head 

r a t h e r l a r g e , r o u n d , o b t u s e , a n d c o v e r e d w i t h l a r g e 

s c a l e s : n e c k s l e n d e r : c o l o u r o f t h e u p p e r p a r t s 

y e l l o w i s h b r o w n , v a r i e g a t e d o n t h e b a c k w i t h a 

k i n d o f c o n t i n u e d c h a i n o f s a g i t t a t e d o r t r i a n g u l a r 

spo t s , t h e s ides e x t e n d i n g p r e t t y m u c h , a n d t h e 

t i p s p o i n t i n g f o r w a r d s : t h e s e s p o t s a r e e d g e d w i t h 

b l a c k , a n d b e c o m e f a i n t e r t o w a r d s t h e t a i l , w h i c h 
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is s l e n d e r , a n d g r a d u a l l y t a p e r s t o a p o i n t : a b d o 

m e n y e l l o w i s h w h i t e , t h e s c u t a m a r k e d b y a d u s k y 

s p o t o n e a c h s i d e : n a t i v e o f I n d i a . 

S T R E A K E D S N A K E . 

Coluber Striatus. C. nigro-virescem, albo fasciato-maculatus, 
subtus albido-ccerulescens. 

Greenish-black Snake, wi th spotted white bands, and blueish 
white abdomen. 

Gajoo Tu t ta . Russ. Ind. Serp. p. 22. pi. l6. 
Abdominal scuta 174, subcaudal scales 40. 

LENGTH about fourteen inches: colour above 

g r e e n i s h b l a c k , m a r k e d b y a b o u t t w e n t y t r a n s 

v e r s e fasc iae , e a c h c o m p o s e d o f a n u m b e r o f l o n 

g i t u d i n a l , a b r u p t , w h i t e o r y e l l o w i s h w h i t e s t r e a k s , 

a n d a l o n g t h e s ides o f t h e b o d y a re i n t e r r u p t e d 

r o w s o f s i m i l a r s t r e a k s : h e a d p l a i n , o b t u s e , a n d 

l a r g e - s c a l e d : a b d o m e n b l u e i s h w h i t e : t a i l v e r y 

s m a l l , a n d t a p e r i n g t o a p o i n t : n a t i v e o f I n d i a . 
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F A S C I O L A T E D S N A K E . 

Coluber Fasciolatus. C. cinereus, fasciis transversis ulbidis, ab
domine glauco. 

Cinereous Snake, with whitish transverse bands and glaucous 
abdomen. 

Nooni Paragoodoo. Russ. Ind. Serp. p. 26. pi. 21. 
Abdominal scuta 192, subcaudal scales 62. 

LENGTH about two feet: habit rather slender : 

c o l o u r g r e y - b r o w n , m a r k e d w i t h e q u i d i s t a n t n a r -

r o w i s h , t r a n s v e r s e w h i t e b a n d s s p o t t e d o n t h e 

e d g e s w i t h b l a c k : h e a d o v a t e , o f m o d e r a t e s ize , 

a n d l a r g e - s c a l e d : t a d s l e n d e r , a n d t a p e r i n g t o a 

p o i n t : a b d o m e n d u s k y p e a r l - c o l o u r e d : n a t i v e o f 

I n d i a , w h e r e i t s b i t e is p o p u l a r l y b e l i e v e d t o be 

m o r t a l ; b u t D r . R u s s e f s e x p e r i m e n t s o n c h i c k e n s 

p r o v e t h i s n o t i o n t o b e e n t i r e l y e r r o n e o u s , t h e a n i 

m a l b e i n g u n p r o v i d e d w i t h f a n g s . 

B I P E D S N A K E . 

Coluber Bipes. Lin. Stjst. Nat. Gmel. p. IO99. Scop. Ann. 
Hist. Nat. 2. p. 39. 

A SOMEWHAT doubtful species, mentioned by 

S c o p o l i as a n i n h a b i t a n t o f t h e T y r o l e s e w a t e r s , 

a n d s a i d t o b e f u r n i s h e d w i t h t w o s h o r t p rocesses 

o r f e e t , a n d t o h a v e r e d eyes , e l l i p t i c d o r s a l sca les , 

a n d t h e l a t e r a l o n e s s p o t t e d w i t h w h i t e : s c u t a 

w h i t i s h , w i t h a d u s k y s p o t i n t h e m i d d l e : p e r h a p s 

110 o t h e r t h a n a v a r i e t y o f t h e Natriv. 
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L I N E A T E D S N A K E . 

Coluber Lineatus. C. cceruleo-virescens, lineis tribus vel quinque 
fuscis, intermedia latiore. 

Blueish-green Snake, with three or five brown linear stripes, of 
which the middle one is broadest. 

Coluber lineatus. Lin. Syst. Nat. p. 382. Mus. Ad. Frid. p. 
30. t. 1 2 . / . 1. and t. 2 0 . / . 1. 

Serpens Ceilonica lineis subfuscis. Seb. 2. / . 12 . / . 3. 
Abdominal scuta 169, subcaudal scales 84. 

THIS is a highly elegant species, but differs 

c o n s i d e r a b l y i n a p p e a r a n c e , a c c o r d i n g t o t h e d i f 

f e r e n t p e r i o d s o f i t s g r o w t h : i t s g e n e r a l c o l o u r i s 

a p a l e a n d s o m e w h a t g i l d e d b l u e i s h g r e e n a b o v e , 

m a r k e d t h r o u g h o u t t h e w h o l e l e n g t h b y five l o n 

g i t u d i n a l n a r r o w b a n d s o r s t r i p e s , o f w h i c h t h e 

m i d d l e o n e is c o n s i d e r a b l y b r o a d e r t h a n t h e o t h e r s , 

a n d o f a d e e p d u s k y g r e e n , w i t h b l a c k e d g e s a n d 

s p e c k s : o n e a c h s ide , a t s o m e d i s t a n c e , is a r a t h e r 

n a r r o w e r s t r i p e o f s i m i l a r c o l o u r , a n d b e n e a t h t h i s 

o n e a c h s i d e i s a b l a c k l i n e . I n t h e s m a l l o r 

y o u n g e r s p e c i m e n s t h e r e a re r a r e l y m o r e t h a n 

t h r e e s t r i p e s ; t h e a p p e a r a n c e o f t h e l o w e r o r n a r 

r o w l i n e a r s i d e - s t r i p e b e i n g s c a r c e a p p a r e n t : t h e 

h a b i t o f t h e a n i m a l is l o n g a n d s l e n d e r o r f l a g e l l i -

f o r m , w i t h a s m a l l h e a d , a l o n g , t h i n t a i l , a n d a 

f l a t t i s h a b d o m e n : t h e s t r i pe s o n t h e h e a d a re c o n 

t i n u e d t o t h e t i p o f t h e s n o u t , w h i c h is o b t u s e . I t 

i s a n a t i v e o f s e v e r a l p a r t s o f I n d i a , a n d is c o m 

m o n l y a b o u t t w o o r t h r e e f e e t i n l e n g t h . I t is a 

p e r f e c t l y i n n o x i o u s spec ies . 
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DART SNAKE, 

Coluber Jaculatrix, C. albidus lineis tribus nigricantibus, inter
media latiore. 

Whitish Snake, wi th three blackish stripes, the middle one 
broadest. 

Coluber Jaculatrix. Lin. Syst. Nat. p. 381 . 
Serpens Americana Xequipiles dicta. Seb. 2. t. l . f . g. 
Abdominal scuta l6*3, subcaudal scales 77 

MUCH allied to the lineatus in general appear

a n c e , b u t i s a s m a l l e r s p e c i e s : c o l o u r w h i t i s h , 

w i t h a t i n g e o f b l u e ; a n d m a r k e d b y t h r e e l o n g i 

t u d i n a l b l a c k o r d e e p - b r o w n s t r i p e s , o f w h i c h t h e 

m i d d l e o n e i s b y m u c h t h e b r o a d e s t : a b d o m e n 

p a l e o r w h i t i s h : i t a p p e a r s t o v a r y i n c o l o u r , a 

s p e c i m e n d e s c r i b e d b y S e b a b e i n g o f a y e l l o w i s h 

c a s t , w i t h t h e s t r i p e s f e r r u g i n o u s : i n t h e n u m b e r 

o f s c u t a a n d squamae i t v e r y n e a r l y r e s e m b l e s t h e 

lineatus: i t i s a n a t i v e o f S u r i n a m , a n d i s c o n s i 

d e r e d as a h a r m l e s s a n i m a l . 

S I B I L A N T S N A K E . 

Coluber Sibilans. C. ccerulescens, lineis quinque nigricantibus, ca-
pite maculato. 

Blueish Snake, with five dusky lines, and spotted head. 
Coluber Sibilans. Lin. Syst. Nat. p. 383. 
Seb. Mus. 1. t. 109 . / . 1. and 2. t. 56./. 4. t. 107 . / . 4. 
Abdominal scuta 16*6", subcaudal scales 100. 

MUCH allied in general appearance to the linea

tus, b e i n g o f a l o n g s l e n d e r h a b i t , a n d m a r k e d 
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w i t h five d a r k l i n e s o r l o n g i t u d i n a l s t r i p e s o n a 

b l u e i s h g r o u n d - c o l o u r : t h e c h i e f o r m i d d l e d o r s a l 

S t r i p e is t h e b r o a d e s t , a n d i s n e a r l y b l a c k , w i t h a 

w h i t i s h s p e c k o n e a c h o f i t c o m p o n e n t s c a l e s : a t 

s o m e d i s t a n c e f r o m t h i s a r e a p a i r o f r a t h e r n a r 

r o w e r s t r i p e s o f s i m i l a r a p p e a r a n c e , a n d b e l o w 

t h e s e a n o t h e r p a i r o f s t i l l n a r r o w e r o r m o r e l i n e a r 

o n e s : t h e space b e t w e e n t h e s e c o n d o r l o w e r m o s t 

p a i r i s o f a p a l e r c o l o u r t h a n t h e r e s t o f t h e s k i n , 

o r w h i t i s h : t h e a b d o m e n is a l so o f s i m i l a r c o l o u r ; 

t h e h e a d is o v a t e , c o v e r e d w i t h l a r g e sca les , a n d 

m a r k e d w i t h s e v e r a l o b l o n g , b l u e , a n d s l i g h t l y 

a n g u l a r s p o t s w i t h b l a c k e d g e s : t h e m i d d l e o r 

c e n t r a l s p o t i s o f a f o r m s o m e w h a t r e s e m b l i n g 

t h a t o f a h o r s e - s h o e , w i t h t h e d i v i s i o n s p o i n t i n g 

f o r w a r d s : t h e i n t e r s t i c e s b e t w e e n t h e s p o t s a r e 

o f a p a l e o r w h i t i s h c o l o u r : t h e t a i l is v e r y l o n g 

a n d s l e n d e r . T h i s spec ies is o f c o n s i d e r a b l e s ize , 

s o m e t i m e s m e a s u r i n g f o u r f e e t i n l e n g t h : i t o c c a 

s i o n a l l y e x h i b i t s a k i n d o f g i l d e d t i n g e o n t h e 

s k i n , a n d t h e s t r i p e s a re s o m e t i m e s o f a c h e s n u t 

o r r e d d i s h ca s t . I t i s a n A s i a t i c spec ies , a n d o f 

a n i n n o x i o u s c h a r a c t e r . 
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S I T U L A S N A K E . 

Coluber Siiula. C. griseus vitta longitudinali utrinque linea nigra 
marginata. 

Grey Snake, wi th a longitudinal dusky band bounded on each 
side by a black line. 

Coluber Situla. Lin. Syst. Nat. p. 3S5. 
Abdominal scuta 236, subcatldal scales 45. 

OF this species little more is known than what 

m a y b e c o l l e c t e d f r o m i t s s p e c i f i c c h a r a c t e r : i t is 

a n a t i v e o f E g y p t , a n d a p p e a r s t o h a v e b e e n first 

d e s c r i b e d b y H a s s e l q u i s t . 

S A U R I T E S N A K E . 

Coluber Saurita. C. fuscus, xittus tribus coeruleo-xirentibus. 
Brown Snake, with three blue-green stripes. 
Coluber Saurita. Lin} Syst. Nat. p. 385. 
Ribbon Snake. Catesb. Carol. 2. t. 50. 

Abdominal scuta 156, subcaudal scales 121. 

A SPECIES of considerable beauty: colour brown 

a b o v e , w i t h t h r e e m o d e r a t e l y b r o a d l o n g i t u d i n a l 

b l u e i s h - g r e e n o r w h i t i s h s t r i p e s : a b d o m e n p a l e 

b l u e i s h g r e e n : t h e b r o w n c o l o u r h a s s o m e t i m e s a 

f e r r u g i n o u s cas t , a n d t h e b l u e - g r e e n e x h i b i t s a 

d e g r e e o f i r i d e s c e n t v a r i a t i o n : t h e h e a d i s r a t h e r 

s m a l l a n d s l i g h t l y p o i n t e d ; t h e w h o l e h a b i t l o n g 

a n d s l e n d e r , a n d t h e t a i l t h i n : i t i s s a i d t o b e a n 

a n i m a l e x t r e m e l y s w i f t i n i t s m o t i o n s , f r e q u e n t i n g 

t rees , a n d i n h a b i t i n g C a r o l i n a , a n d m a n y o t h e r 

p a r t s o f N o r t h A m e r i c a : i t is p e r f e c t l y i n n o c e n t , 

a n d is a b o u t t h r e e f e e t i n l e n g t h . 
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V T T T A T E D S N A K E . 

Coluber Vittatus. C. albido-caerulescens, vittis tribus nigricanti
bus intermedia angustissima, abdomine albo, scutis fusco mar
ginatis. 

Blueish-white Snake, with three blackish stripes, the middle 
one extremely narrow, and white abdomen with the scuta 
bordered with brown. 

Serpens Rotang, & c . Seb. 1. t. 35. f . 4. 
Coluber de Terragona. Seb. 2. t. 60.f. 2, 3. 
Coluber vittatus. Lin. Si/st. Nat. p. 380. 
Abdominal scuta 142, subcaudal scales 78. 

A MIDDLE-SIZED species, of a moderately slen

d e r h a b i t , g r o w i n g t o t h e l e n g t h o f a b o u t t w o 

f e e t a n d a h a l f : c o l o u r p a l e b l u e o r w h i t i s h ; 

m a r k e d d o w n t h e w h o l e l e n g t h o f t h e b a c k b y 

t h r e e b l a c k o r d e e p - b r o w n s t r i p e s , t h e m i d d l e o n e 

b e i n g m u c h n a r r o w e r t h a n t h e o t h e r s : b e t w e e n t h e 

m i d d l e a n d t h e s i d e - s t r i p e s a r e a l so i n t e r p o s e d a 

p a i r o f e x t r e m e l y n a r r o w o r l i n e a r s t r i p e s , w h i c h 

a re g r a d u a l l y l o s t o r o b l i t e r a t e d a f t e r p a s s i n g s o m e 

d i s t a n c e d o w n t h e b a c k : t h e h e a d is r a t h e r s m a l l 

t h a n l a r g e , o f a l o n g i s h f o r m , b u t n o t s h a r p -

s n o u t e d , c o v e r e d w i t h l a r g e scales , a n d m a r k e d 

a b o v e b y b l a c k v a r i e g a t i o n s , t w o n a r r o w b a n d s 

p a s s i n g o v e r t h e s n o u t , a m u c h b r o a d e r o n e pass

i n g h o r i z o n t a l l y b e t w e e n t h e eyes , a n d b e i n g d i l a t 

e d b e h i n d i n t o a l a r g e l o b a t e d p a t c h o n t h e t o p o f 

t h e h e a d , w i t h t w o v e r y s m a l l , o v a l , w h i t e s p o t s i n 

t h e m i d d l e : t h e h i n d e r d i v i s i o n s o f t h i s p a t c h a re 

c o n t i n u e d t o s o m e l i t t l e d i s t a n c e o n e a c h s i d e t h e 

n e c k i n t o t w o o r t h r e e o v a t e b l a c k spo t s , f r o m t h e 

l a s t o f w h i c h c o m m e n c e t h e v e r y n a r r o w o r l i n e a r 
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s t r i p e s b e f o r e m e n t i o n e d : t h e u n d e r p a r t s o f t h e 

a n i m a l a r e w h i t e , e a c h s c u t u m b e i n g v e r y d e e p l y 

m a r g i n e d w i t h b l a c k o r d a r k b r o w n , t h u s f o r m 

i n g so m a n y t r a n s v e r s e b a n d s o n t h e a b d o m e n 

a n d t a i l , a n d a f f o r d i n g a v e r y c h a r a c t e r i s t i c m a r k 

o f t h e spec ies : t h e t a i l i s o f m o d e r a t e l e n g t h , s l e n 

d e r , a n d g r a d u a l l y t a p e r s t o a f i n e p o i n t . T h i s 

s n a k e is a n a t i v e o f S o u t h A m e r i c a , a n d is c o n s i 

d e r e d as a n i n n o c u o u s s p e c i e s : i t a p p e a r s t o v a r y 

s o m e t i m e s i n c o l o u r , Seba d e s c r i b i n g s p e c i m e n s 

i n w h i c h t h e s t r i p e s w e r e r e d i n s t e a d o f b r o w n o r 

b l a c k . 

B L A C K - B A C K E D S N A K E . 

Coluber Melanotus. C. albidus vittis tribus approximatis nigris, 
intermedia latissima. 

Whitish Snake, wi th three approximated black bands, the 
middle one very wide. 

Serpens Africana Bona? Spei eleganter lemniscata. Seb. 2. 
t. 62./. 3. 

Abdominal scuta 158, subcaudal scales 50. 

A MIDDLE-SIZED, or rather smallish species: 

l e n g t h a b o u t a f o o t a n d h a l f o r t w o f e e t : h a b i t 

m o d e r a t e l y s l e n d e r : c o l o u r w h i t i s h , w i t h t h r e e 

b l a c k o r d a r k b r o w n d o r s a l s t r i p e s , o f w h i c h t h e 

m i d d l e o n e is v e r y b r o a d , a n d t h e o t h e r s r a t h e r 

n a r r o w : a l l p r e t t y c l o s e l y p l a c e d : h e a d o f m o d e 

r a t e s ize , c o v e r e d w i t h l a r g e scales , a n d o f a p a l e 

c o l o u r ; n e c k s o m e t i m e s m a r k e d o n e a c h s i d e b y 

a r o w o f f i v e o r s i x r o u n d i s h b l a c k s p o t s , s u c 

c e e d e d b y t h e s i d e s t r i p e s : a b d o m e n w h i t e . 
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S I R T A L S N A K E . 

Coluber Sirtalis. C. fuscus, vittis tribus viridi-ccerulescentibus. 
Brown Snake, wi th three blueish-green bands. 
Coluber Sirtalis. Lin. Syst. Nat. p. 383. 
Abdominal scuta 150, subcaudal scales 114. 

OBSERVED by Kalm in Canada: a slender spe

c ies , o f a b r o w n c o l o u r a b o v e , w i t h t h r e e l o n g i 

t u d i n a l b l u e g r e e n s t r i p e s : b o d y s a i d b y L i n n a e u s 

t o b e s l i g h t l y s t r i a t e d . 

T R I S C A L S N A K E . 

Coluber Triscalis. C. glaucus, lineis tribus fuscis ad nucham 
conjunctis. 

Glaucous Snake, with three brown lines conjoined at the back 
of the neck. 

Coluber Triscalis. Lin. Syst. Nat. p. 385. 
Abdominal scuta 195, subcaudal scales S6. 

A SMALL but beautiful species, measuring about 

a f o o t a n d h a l f i n l e n g t h , a n d b e i n g o f a s e a - g r e e n 

c o l o u r , m a r k e d a b o v e b y f o u r r u f o u s s t r i p e s w h i c h 

g r a d u a l l y u n i t e i n t o t h r e e , a n d a f t e r w a r d s i n t o 

t w o , a n d a t l e n g t h , o n t h e t a i l , f o r m o n e s i n g l e 

s t r i p e : t h e h e a d is c o v e r e d w i t h l a r g e scales, t h o s e 

o n t h e o t h e r p a r t s b e i n g s m o o t h o r n o t c a r i n a t e d : 

t h e t a i l m e a s u r e s a b o u t a f i f t h o f t h e w h o l e l e n g t h ; 

n a t i v e o f S o u t h A m e r i c a . 
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E L E G A N T S N A K E . 

Coluber Elegans. C. griseofiavesccns, fasciis tribvs latis reti
cularis nigricantibus, fascia ahdominali latissima, capite fusco 
irrorato. 

Yellowish-grey Snake, with three broad reticulated blackish 
bands, a very broad abdominal band, and head freckled 
with brown. 

Serpens catenata ex Nova Hispania. Seb. 2. t. 60.fi 1. 
Abdominal scuta 202, subcaudal scales 146. 

HABIT long and slender: length about two 

f e e t : h e a d l o n g , o b t u s e , l a r g e s c a l e d , a n d o f a 

g r e y c o l o u r , f r e c k l e d w i t h i n n u m e r a b l e d u s k y 

p o i n t s : o n t h e b a c k a b r o a d , r i c h c h a i n o r s t r i p e 

f o r m e d b y f o u r o r five r e t i c u l a t e d b l a c k l i n e s o n 

a b l u e i s h o r g l a u c o u s g r o u n d : o n e a c h s i d e t h e 

b o d y a s i m i l a r s t r i p e , b u t n a r r o w e r , a n d c o n s i s t 

i n g o n l y o f t w o b l a c k l i n e s : t h e c o l o u r o f t h e 

b o d y b e t w e e n t h e s t r i p e s is y e l l o w i s h g r e y ; a n d 

b e t w e e n t h e s t r i p e s a n d a b d o m e n y e l l o w i s h w h i t e : 

t h e a b d o m e n i t s e l f is m a r k e d b y a v e r y b r o a d r e t i 

c u l a t e d a n d p u n c t a t e d s t r i p e o f a g r e y i s h c o l o u r 

w i t h d u s k y v a r i e g a t i o n s : t h e t a i l is v e r y l o n g a n d 

n a r r o w . T h i s s n a k e is w e l l figured i n Seba , w h o 

r e p r e s e n t s i t as a n a t i v e o f S o u t h A m e r i c a . I n 

t h e B r i t i s h M u s e u m a r e s p e c i m e n s p r e s e r v e d i n 

s p i r i t s : i n t h e l i v i n g a n i m a l t h e c o l o u r s a r e p r o 

b a b l y m u c h m o r e b r i l l i a n t t h a n i n t h e a b o v e d e 

s c r i p t i o n . 

http://60.fi
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T v E N I A T E D S N A K E . 

Coluber Tamiatus. C. glaucus, fasciis duabus nigris latissimis, 
lateribus nigro maculatis, scut is utrinque macula semiorbiculata 
nigra. 

Glaucous Snake, wi th two very broad black bands, the sides 
spotted with black, and the scuta marked on each side by a 
semiorbicular black spot. 

Abdominal scuta 148, subcaudal scales 6*7-

SIZE and proportion of Berus: general colour 

g l a u c o u s ; a b d o m e n p a l e r : a l o n g t h e b a c k , f r o m 

h e a d t o t a i l , a n e x t r e m e l y b r o a d a n d c o n s p i c u o u s 

p a i r o f b l a c k fillets, l e a v i n g a w h i t i s h space i n t h e 

m i d d l e : s ides o f t h e b o d y b e l o w t h e fillets b l u e 

a n d s p o t t e d , as i n t h e ringed snake, w i t h b l a c k 

m a r k s , s c u t a m a r k e d o n e a c h s i d e a t a s m a l l d i 

s t a n c e f r o m t h e i r c o m m e n c e m e n t , b y a s m a l l i s h 

s e m i - o r b i c u l a r b l a c k s p o t : h e a d o b t u s e , c o v e r e d 

w i t h l a r g e sca les , a n d m a r k e d b y a d i l a t e d b l a c k 

i s h s p o t a n d a s h a r p - p o i n t e d w h i t e l i n e p o i n t i n g 

t o w a r d s t h e s n o u t : t a i l s l e n d e r , a n d g r a d u a l l y 

t a p e r i n g t o a p o i n t . D e s c r i b e d f r o m a s p e c i m e n 

i n t h e B r i t i s h M u s e u m , 

V . I I I . P. I I . 3 5 
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D E C O R O U S S N A K E . 

Coluber Decorus. C. cceruleo-virescens, fascia utrinque duplici 
nigra, collo utrinque nigro maculato. 

Blueish-green Snake, wi th a double lateral black band, and 
the neck spotted on each side wi th black. 

Abdominal scuta 170, subcaudal squamae 132. 

HABIT slender and flagelliform : length about 

t w o f e e t a n d a h a l f : c o l o u r p a l e , b l u e i s h , g i l d e d 

g r e e n , w i t h i r i d e s c e n t v a r i e g a t i o n s : b e n e a t h p a l e r 

o r m o r e i n c l i n i n g t o w h i t e : o n e a c h s i d e t h e b o d y , 

n e a r t h e a b d o m e n , a d o u b l e b l a c k s t r i p e : h e a d 

l o n g i s h , l a r g e s c a l e d , u n s p o t t e d , a n d m a r k e d o n 

e a c h s i d e , t h r o u g h t h e eyes , b y a b r o a d i s h b l a c k 

s t r i p e b r o k e n i n t o s p o t s , a n d w h i c h , p a s s i n g t o 

s o m e l i t t l e d i s t a n c e a l o n g t h e n e c k , b e c o m e s d i 

v i d e d , a n d f o r m s t h e d o u b l e l a t e r a l s t r i p e b e f o r e 

m e n t i o n e d : eyes l a r g e : t a i l v e r y l o n g , s l e n d e r , 

a n d g r a d u a l l y t a p e r i n g t o a f i n e p o i n t . D e s c r i b e d 

f r o m a s p e c i m e n i n t h e B r i t i s h M u s e u m . 

B I L I N E A T E D S N A K E . 

Coluber Bilincatus. C. rufus, fasciis duabus luteis. 
Rufous Snake, wi th two gold-yellow stripes. 
L a Double-Raie. Cepede Serp. p. 220. pi. 1 0 . / . 2. 
Abdominal scuta 205, subcaudal scales 99. 

THIS is described by the Count de Cepede, who 

i n f o r m s u s t h a t i t is a b e a u t i f u l spec i e s , m e a 

s u r i n g a b o u t t w o f e e t o n e i n c h i n t o t a l l e n g t h , 
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t h e t a i l m e a s u r i n g s i x i n c h e s a n d s i x l i n e s : t h e 

c o l o u r o f t h e u p p e r p a r t s is r u f o u s , e a c h s c a l e b o r 

d e r e d w i t h y e l l o w , a n d d o w n t h e b a c k , f r o m t h e 

b a c k o f t h e h e a d t o t h e e n d o f t h e t a i l , r u n t w o 

b r i g h t g o l d - y e l l o w s t r i p e s : t h e h e a d is f u r n i s h e d 

w i t h l a r g e sca les , a n d t h o s e o n t h e b o d y a r e 

s m o o t h o r u n c a r i n a t e d : i t s n a t i v e c o u n t r y is u n 

k n o w n . 

B U G L E S N A K E . 

Coluber Gemmatus. C. coeruleus, fascia media nigra atbo-macu-
lata, lateralibus albis. 

Blue Snake, with a black middle-stripe spotted with white, 
and two lateral white stripes. 

Le Chapelet. Cepede Serp. p. 246. pi. I2.fi 1. 
Abdominal scuta 166, subcaudal scales 103. 

A BEAUTIFUL species : length about fifteen or 

s i x t e e n i n c h e s : c o l o u r o f t h e u p p e r p a r t s b l u e , 

w i t h t h r e e n a r r o w e q u i d i s t a n t s t r i p e s f r o m h e a d t o 

t a i l , t h e t w o l a t e r a l s t r i p e s b e i n g w h i t e , t h e m i d d l e 

o n e b l a c k , m a r k e d b y a r o w o f s m a l l w h i t e s p e c k s 

a l t e r n a t e l y o b l o n g a n d r o u n d , r e p r e s e n t i n g a s m a l l 

s t r i n g o f beads a n d b u g l e s : h e a d l a r g e - s c a l e d a n d 

m a r k e d o n e a c h s i d e b y t h r e e o r f o u r s p o t s f o r m i n g 

a b a n d a c r o s s t h e eyes , t h e t o p s p o t t e d w i t h p a l e 

b l u e m a r k s b o r d e r e d w i t h b l a c k : t h e a b d o m e n is 

w h i t e , e a c h s c u t u m b e i n g m a r k e d a t i t s e d g e , n e a r 

t h e b o d y , w i t h a s m a l l b l a c k s p e c k , f o r m i n g t w o 

r o w s d o w n t h e a b d o m e n : n a t i v e c o u n t r y u n 

k n o w n : d e s c r i b e d b y C e p e d e f r o m a s p e c i m e n i n 

t h e R o y a l C a b i n e t . 

http://I2.fi
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E I G H T - L I N E D S N A K E . 

Coluber Octolineatus. C. subferrugineus, lineis octo nigris. 
Subferruginous Snake, with eight black lines. 
Abdominal scuta 185? subcaudal scales 6*5 ? 

A SMALL Snake, about the size of a middling 

e a r t h w o r m : c o l o u r p a l e f e r r u g i n o u s , m a r k e d b y 

e i g h t d i s t i n c t b l a c k l i n e s o r s t r i p e s f r o m h e a d t o 

t a i l ; t h e t w o p r i n c i p a l ones r u n n i n g d o w n t h e t o p 

o f t h e b a c k , a n d t h e res t , w h i c h a r e n a r r o w e r , 

d o w n t h e s ides : h e a d s c a r c e l a r g e r t h a n t h e n e c k , 

l a r g e - s c a l e d , b l u n t - n o s e d , a n d m a r k e d o v e r t h e 

s n o u t b y a t r a n s v e r s e b l a c k b a n d p a s s i n g t h r o u g h 

t h e e y e s : t h e t w o p r i n c i p a l o r d o r s a l s t r i p e s u n i t e 

i n a s h a r p p o i n t o n t h e t o p o f t h e h e a d : a b d o m e n 

w h i t e : t a i l s h o r t , m e a s u r i n g a b o u t a n i n c h a n d 

h a l f , a n d t a p e r i n g p r e t t y s u d d e n l y . D e s c r i b e d 

f r o m s p e c i m e n s i n t h e B r i t i s h M u s e u m , h a v i n g t h e 

a p p e a r a n c e o f v e r y y o u n g a n i m a l s : n a t i v e c o u n 

t r y u n k n o w n . 

I N T E S T I N A L S N A K E . 

Coluber Intestinalis. C. subferrugineus, supra lineis tribus albis, 
dorsali super caput bifurca, abdomine albo nigroque xario. 

Subferruginous Snake, marked above by three white lines, the 
dorsal one forked on the head, the abdomen variegated with 
black and white. 

Serpentula gracilis longa Guineensis. Seb. 2. t. 2 . f . 7-

A S M A L L , s l e n d e r spec ies , d e s c r i b e d a n d f i g u r e d 

b y Seba , m e a s u r i n g a b o u t a f o o t a n d h a l f i n 
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l e n g t h : c o l o u r a b o v e p a l e f e r r u g i n o u s m a r k e d b y 

t h r e e n a r r o w w h i t e l i n e s , o f w h i c h t h a t o n t h e 

b a c k is c o n t i n u e d t o t h e t o p o f t h e s n o u t , w h e r e i t 

d i v i d e s i n t o t w o s t r e a k s : a b d o m e n w h i t i s h v a r i e 

g a t e d w i t h t r a n s v e r s e b l a c k b a r s : h e a d r a t h e r 

l a r g e , a n d , so f a r as a p p e a r s f r o m Seba 's figure, 

c o v e r e d w i t h s m a l l sca les : n a t i v e o f G u i n e a . 

D I O N E S N A K E . 

Coluber Dione. C. ccerulescens, fusco maculatus, lineis tribus 
albidis. 

Pale blue Snake, spotted with brown, with three whitish lines. 
Coluber Dione. Lin. Si/st. Nat. Gmel. p. 1106". Pall. it. 2. 

p. 717. 
Abdominal scuta 10,0, subcaudal scales 6*6". 

HABIT slender: length about two feet: head 

s m a l l , t e t r a g o n a l , a n d c o m m o n l y r e t i c u l a t e d w i t h 

b l a c k i s h s u t u r e s : c o l o u r o f t h e w h o l e u p p e r p a r t s 

p a l e b l u e , w i t h t h r e e p a l e r o r w h i t i s h l i n e s , t h e i n 

t e r m e d i a t e spaces b e i n g m a r k e d w i t h a r o w o f 

d u s k y a l t e r n a t e , a n d s o m e t i m e s s u b c o n f l u e n t spo t s 

o r p a t c h e s : a b d o m e n p a l e , f r e c k l e d w i t h m i n u t e 

l i v i d spo t s i n t e r s p e r s e d w i t h r e d s p e c k s : t a i l a b o u t 

a s i x t h p a r t o f t h e w h o l e l e n g t h . T h i s spec ies i s 

a n a t i v e o f t h e s a l t d e s e r t s t o w a r d s t h e C a s p i a n 

sea, a n d o f t h e h i l l y r e g i o n s n e a r t h e r i v e r I r t i n , 

a n d w a s first d e s c r i b e d b y D r . P a l l a s . 



5-1-2 

T R I F A S C I A T E D S N A K E . 

Coluber Trifasciatus. C. fasciis tribus latis nigris, intermedia 
linea alba dkisa, abdomine lineis tribus punctatis. 

Snake with three broad black stripes, the middle one divided 
by a white line, and three spotted lines down the abdomen. 

A SMALL species, measuring about a foot in 

l e n g t h , a n d b e i n g r a t h e r t h i c k i n p r o p o r t i o n : c o 

l o u r a b o v e b l a c k , f o r m e d b y t h r e e b r o a d s t r i p e s , 

o f w h i c h t h e m i d d l e o n e i t s e l f i s p a r t e d d o w n t h e 

m i d d l e b y a v e r y n a r r o w w h i t e l i n e : a b d o m e n 

w h i t e , m a r k e d b y t h r e e r o w s o f b l a c k s p o t s : h e a d 

r a t h e r s m a l l t h a n l a r g e , b l a c k i s h , w i t h w h i t e o r 

p a l e s u t u r e s : d e s c r i b e d f r o m a s p e c i m e n i n t h e 

M u s e u m o f D r . W i l l i a m H u n t e r , 

S T O L A T E D S N A K E . 

Coluber Stolatus. C. glaucus, fasciis duabus albidis, maculis sub-
quadratis transversis fuscis interjectis. 

Glaucous Snake, with two whitish stripes, and squarish trans
verse brown spots between. 

Coluber stolatus. Lin. Syst. Nat. p. 379. 
Seb. Mus. 2. t. 1 4 . / . 1, 3. 
Abdominal scuta 143, subcaudal scales 76. 

OF middling size, measuring from a foot and 

h a l f t o t w o f e e t o r m o r e i n l e n g t h : h a b i t r a t h e r 

s l e n d e r : c o l o u r a b o v e b l u e i s h g r e y , w i t h a p a i r o f 

m o d e r a t e l y d i s t a n t w h i t e l i n e s d o w n t h e b a c k , a n d 

a c o n t i n u e d ser ies o f b r o w n t r a n s v e r s e , e q u i d i s t a n t 
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z o n e s : a b d o m e n p a l e o r w h i t e , e a c h s c u t u m b e i n g -

m a r k e d o n e a c h s i d e b } r t w o s m a l l b l a c k s p e c k s : 

h e a d l a r g e - s c a l e d , p a l e o r b l u e i s h a b o v e , a n d o f m o 

d e r a t e s i z e : t a i l r a t h e r s h o r t , a n d t a p e r i n g t o a 

p o i n t . N a t i v e o f I n d i a : m i s t a k e n l y m a r k e d i n t h e 

S y s t e m a N a t u r a e as a p o i s o n o u s spec ies . 

T I I I L I N E A T E D S N A K E . 

Coluber Trilineatus. C. rufus, lineis tribus nigris. 
Rufous Snake, wi th three black lines. 
L a Trois-Raies. Cepede Serp. p. 254. 
Abdominal scuta 169, subcaudal scales 34. 

LENGTH about a foot and half: colour above 

r u f o u s , m a r k e d t h r o u g h o u t t h e w h o l e l e n g t h b y 

t h r e e b l a c k l i n e s o r n a r r o w s t r i p e s : h e a d c o v e r e d 

w i t h l a r g e sca les : t a i l a b o u t t w o i n c h e s a n d t h r e e 

q u a r t e r s l o n g : n a t i v e o f A f r i c a : d e s c r i b e d b y 

t h e C o u n t d e C e p e d e . 

B O C H I I I . 

Serpens /Egyptiaca Bochir dicta. Seb. 2. t. 38./. 3. 

SIZE and general habit of the Viper, but the 

h e a d c o v e r e d i n f r o n t w i t h m o d e r a t e l y l a r g e 

sca les : t h e h e a d is a l so v e r y s h o r t , a n d v a r i e g a t e d 

w i t h r e d s p o t s : c o l o u r o f t h e w h o l e a n i m a l c i n e r e 

o u s y e l l o w , m a r k e d a l o n g t h e u p p e r p a r t b y f i v e 

d e e p r u f o u s s t r i p e s o r l i n e s f r o m h e a d t o t a i l : a b -
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d o m e n s p e c k l e d w i t h b l a c k p o i n t s : t a i l s h o r t i s h , 

a n d g r a d u a l l y t a p e r i n g t o a s h a r p t i p : n a t i v e o f 

E g y p t , a c c o r d i n g t o Seba . 

A U R O R A S N A K E . 

Coluber Aurora. C. croceus,fascia dorsali abdominequeftavis. 
Orange-coloured Snake, with yellow dorsal band and abdomen. 
Coluber Aurora . Lin. Syst. Nat. p. 379. Mus. Ad. Frid. 

p. 25. t. 19. 
Serpens Acontias, & c . Seb, 2. t. 78. f . 3. 
Abdominal scuta 179> subcaudal scales 37-

LENGTH about two feet and a half, and mode

r a t e l y t h i c k i n p r o p o r t i o n : c o l o u r d u l l o r a n g e , 

w i t h a b r o a d d o r s a l l i n e o f p a l e y e l l o w : h e a d r a 

t h e r l a r g e , a n d c o v e r e d w i t h v e r y l a r g e sca les : 

t h o s e o n t h e b o d y a r e a l s o o f c o n s i d e r a b l e s i z e : 

a b d o m e n y e l l o w : t a i l r a t h e r s h o r t , a n d t a p e r i n g 

t o a n o b t u s e p o i n t : n a t i v e o f S o u t h A m e r i c a . 

I B I R A C O A . 

Serpens Brasiliensis Iberacoa dicta. Seb. 1.1. 87=f 1, 2, 3. 
Serpens Xaxalhua. Seb. Mus. 2. t. 63. f . 2. 

A BEAUTIFUL snake, figured in the work of 

S e b a : l e n g t h a b o u t t w o f e e t : c o l o u r p a l e o r w h i t 

i s h y e l l o w , t i n g e d w i t h r e d , b l u e , & c . a n d m a r k e d 

a b o v e b y s e v e r a l p a r a l l e l l o n g i t u d i n a l r o w s o f 

b l a c k l i n e a r s p o t s , t h e m i d d l e o r b r o a d e s t r a n g e 

c o n s i s t i n g r a t h e r o f b r o a d i s h s p o t s , m o r e espe-
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c i a l l y t o w a r d s t h e h e a d , w h i c h i s o f a l e n g t h e n e d 

f o r m , w h i t e o n t h e t o p , s p e c k l e d w i t h b l a c k , c o 

v e r e d w i t h l a r g e scales , a n d m a r k e d a l o n g e a c h 

c h e e k b y a b r o a d b l a c k b a n d u n i t e d a t t h e b e g i n 

n i n g o f t h e n e c k b y a t r a n s v e r s e b a r , f r o m t h e 

b a c k o f w h i c h p r o c e e d a p a i r o f a b r u p t s t r e a k s d o w n 

t h e s ides o f t h e n e c k : t a i l m o d e r a t e l y s l e n d e r , t a 

p e r i n g t o a fine p o i n t : a b d o m e n w h i t e : n a t i v e o f 

S o u t h A m e r i c a . I n t h e k i n d c a l l e d Xaxahlhua 

b y Seba, figured a t p i . 63 o f v o l . 2 . t h e h e a d i s 

y e l l o w w i t h t h e b l a c k c h e e k s t r i p e s , a n d t h e b o d y 

w h i t e , w i t h f o u r n a r r o w l i n e s a l o n g t h e u p p e r 

p a r t , t h e t w o m i d d l e o n e s b e i n g b l a c k , a n d t h e 

t w o e x t e r i o r r e d : p e r h a p s , a f t e r a l l , t h e s e s n a k e s 

m a y b e n o o t h e r t h a n v a r i e t i e s o f s o m e o f t h e 

L i n n a s a n l i n e a t e d species , w h i c h a r e k n o w n t o 

v a r y c o n s i d e r a b l y i n t h e i r c o l o u r s , a n d i n t h e d i s 

p o s i t i o n o f t h e i r m a r k s . 

P A L E S N A K E . 

Coluber Pallidus. C. griseus, fusco punctatus, lineis utrinque 
duabus lateralibus interruptis nigris. 

Grey Snake, speckled wi th brown, with a double, interrupted, 
black line on each side. 

Coluber Pallidus. Lin. Syst. Nat. p. 381. Mus. Ad. Frid. 
p. 3 1 . t. 7 . f . 2. 

Serpens Americana lcmniscata. Seb. 2. t. 11. f 3. ?? 
Abdominal scuta 156, subcaudal scales 96. 

DESCRIBED in the Amoenitates Academical. 

H a b i t s l e n d e r : l e n g t h a f o o t a n d h a l f : t h i c k n e s s 

t h a t o f a s w a n q u i l l : b a c k s l i g h t l y a n g u l a t e d o n 



L O N G - S N O U T E D S N A K E . 

e a c h s i d e : h e a d r o u n d i s h , m u c h t h i c k e r t h a n t h e 

n e c k , c o v e r e d w i t h l a r g e s c a l e s : a d o u b l e b l a c k 

l i n e b e y o n d t h e eyes , a n d w h i c h , i n p a s s i n g a l o n g 

t h e s ides o f t h e b o d y , i s o c c a s i o n a l l y i n t e r r u p t e d : 

g r o u n d - c o l o u r p a l e , v a r i e g a t e d w i t h s c a t t e r e d 

g r e y s p o t s a n d p o i n t s : t a i l v e r y s l e n d e r t o w a r d s 

t h e t i p , so t h a t t h e sca les a r e w i t h d i f f i c u l t y 

c o u n t e d o n t h a t p a r t : n a t i v e o f I n d i a : v a r i e s 

c o n s i d e r a b l y i n t h e n u m b e r o f s c u t a , & c . 

L O N G - S N O U T E D S N A K E . 

Coluber Mycterizans. C. gracilis viridis, naso subtctragono elon-
gato acuminato, linea utrinque abdominalijiava. 

Slender green Snake, with subtetragonal lengthened sharp-
pointed snout, and a yellow line on each side the abdomen. 

Blueish-green Snake. Catesb. Carol. 2. t. 47. 
Abdominal scuta 192, subcaudal scales l 67 -

COLOUR grass-green, with a yellow line on each 

s i d e t h e a b d o m e n : h a b i t r e m a r k a b l y s l e n d e r , m e a 

s u r i n g a b o u t t h r e e f e e t a n d a h a l f i n l e n g t h , a n d 

a b o u t h a l f a n i n c h i n d i a m e t e r : h e a d m o d e r a t e l y 

l a r g e , l o n g , a n d v e r y s h a r p - s n o u t e d , t h e u p p e r 

j a w r u n n i n g f a r b e y o n d t h e l o w e r , a n d b e i n g o f 

a n o b s c u r e l y t e t r a g o n a l f o r m : s o m e t i m e s t h i s spe

c i e s v a r i e s i n h a v i n g a n a d d i t i o n a l p a i r o f y e l l o w 

a b d o m i n a l l i n e s , r u n n i n g d o w n t h e m i d d l e o f t h a t 

p a r t : i t is a n i n n o x i o u s s n a k e , t h o u g h e r r o n e o u s l y 

m a r k e d as p o i s o n o u s i n t h e S y s t e m a N a t u r a e , o w 

i n g t o t h e f a n g - l i k e a p p e a r a n c e o f i t s l a r g e a n d 

l o n g t e e t h i n t h e u p p e r j a w . I t i s a n a t i v e o f 
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m a n y p a r t s o f N o r t h A m e r i c a , w h e r e i t is p r i n c i 

p a l l y seen o n t rees , m o v i n g w i t h g r e a t v e l o c i t y i n 

p u r s u i t o f i n s e c t s , o n w h i c h i t i s s a i d p r i n c i p a l l y 

t o f e e d . 

VAR. ? 

A SUPPOSED variety of this Snake is described 

a n d figured i n D r . R u s s e l ' s w o r k o n I n d i a n Ser 

p e n t s , d i f f e r i n g f r o m t h e a b o v e i n t h e c o l o u r o f 

t h e u n d e r p a r t s , w h i c h , i n s t e a d o f b e i n g g r e e n , 

a r e o f a c i n e r e o u s p i n k - c o l o u r , e l e g a n t l y f r e c k l e d 

w i t h v e r y n u m e r o u s m i n u t e b l a c k a n d y e l l o w i s h 

d o t s , t h e m a r g i n s o f t h e s c u t a b e i n g e d g e d w i t h 

d u l l y e l l o w : t h e s k i n o f t h e n e c k a l so , w h e n t h e 

a n i m a l i s i r r i t a t e d , e x h i b i t s , b y t h e d i l a t a t i o n o f 

t h e s k i n o n t h a t p a r t , a b e a u t i f u l v a r i e g a t i o n o f 

b l a c k a n d w h i t e r e t i c u l a r m a r k s , w h i c h d i s a p p e a r 

w h e n a t r e s t : t h i s v a r i e t y , i f s u c h i t be , is o f a n 

a p p a r e n t l y f e r o c i o u s n a t u r e , h i s s i n g v i o l e n t l y a n d 

s n a p p i n g a t a n y t h i n g o p p o s e d t o i t , b u t p r o d u c 

i n g n o o t h e r e f f e c t b y i t s b i t e t h a n t h a t o f t e m 

p o r a r y p a i n i n c o n s e q u e n c e o f m e r e p u n c t u r e : i t is 

k n o w n b y t h e n a m e o f Botla Passeriki. See R u s 

sel 's I n d i a n S e r p e n t s , p i . 13 . T h e n u m b e r o f a b 

d o m i n a l s c u t a i s 1 7 4 , a n d o f s u b c a u d a l squamae 

1 4 8 . A n o t h e r s n a k e , a g r e e i n g w i t h t h e a b o v e , 

e x c e p t i n h a v i n g t h e a b d o m e n p a l e g r e e n , is a l s o 

figured i n D r . R u s s e l ' s w o r k , u n d e r t h e n a m e o f 

Passeriki Pam: i t s a b d o m i n a l s c u t a a re 178 , a n d 

t h e s u b c a u d a l sca les 166'. T h e C o l u b e r M y c t e r i -
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z a n s , i n a l l i t s s t a tes , a p p e a r s t o v a r y c o n s i d e r a b l y 

i n t h e n u m b e r o f t h e s e p a r t s . 

C O L U B E R N A S U T U S . 

Serpens viridis ore acuminata ex Java, Aspidis species. Seb. 2. 
t. 57, f . 4. 

COLOUR a beautiful grass-green, with a yel

l o w l a t e r a l l i n e a t t h e e d g e s o f t h e a b d o m e n , as i n 

t h e M y c t e r i z a n s : g e n e r a l l e n g t h a b o u t t h r e e f e e t : 

h a b i t m o d e r a t e l y s l e n d e r : h e a d r a t h e r l a r g e , a n d 

c o v e r e d i n f r o n t w i t h v e r y l a r g e sca les , a n d s h a r p -

p o i n t e d , t h e u p p e r j a w p r o j e c t i n g c o n s i d e r a b l y 

b e y o n d t h e l o w e r : t a i l l o n g a n d s l e n d e r : w e l l 

f i g u r e d i n t h e w o r k o f S e b a : so n e a r l y a l l i e d t o 

t h e M y c t e r i z a n s as t o b e s c a r c e d i s t i n g u i s h a b l e b y 

a s p e c i f i c c h a r a c t e r , b u t seems t o h a v e a s o m e w h a t 

l a r g e r h e a d i n p r o p o r t i o n , a n d t o b e s o m e w h a t 

less s l e n d e r i n t h e b o d y : n a t i v e , a c c o r d i n g t o 

Seba , o f J a v a . 
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P U R P U R A S C E N T S N A K E . 

Coluber Purpurascens. C. violaceo-virescens, linea utrinque ah
dominali pallida. 

Violaceous-green Snake, with a pale line on each side the ab
domen. 

Serpens canora purpurea Cascuba. Seb. 2. t. 82. f . 3. 
Abdominal scuta 212, subcaudal scales 182. 

EXTREMELY resembling the nasutus and myc

terizans i n g e n e r a l h a b i t , e x c e p t i n t h e a r t i c l e o f 

t h e p o i n t e d s n o u t , t h e h e a d i n t h i s b e i n g o f a n 

o v a t e f o r m , w i t h a m o d e r a t e l y t a p e r i n g , b u t n o t 

p o i n t e d u p p e r j a w : i t s c o l o u r is a n o b s c u r e g r e e n , 

w i t h a v e r y s t r o n g c a s t o f v i o l e t p u r p l e : t h e s k i n 

a b o u t t h e n e c k a n d b a c k a p p e a r i n g a n d f o r m i n g 

i n s o m e p a r t s a k i n d o f r e t i c u l a r v a r i e g a t i o n as i n 

t h e ahcetulla, mycterizans, & c . o n e a c h s i d e t h e 

a b d o m e n is a w h i t e o r w h i t i s h - y e l l o w s t r i p e , a n d 

i n s o m e s p e c i m e n s t w o o t h e r s t r i p e s o f s i m i l a r 

c o l o u r pass a l o n g t h e m i d d l e o f t h a t p a r t . 
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I R I D E S C E N T S N A K E . 

Coluber Ahaetulla. C. viridi-ccerukus nitidissimus, abdomine pal" 
lido, fascia oculari n'gra. 

Bright blue-green iridescent Snake, wi th pale abdomen and 
black streak across the eyes. 

Coluber Ahaetulla. Iki. Syst. Nat. p. 387 Mus. Ad. Frid. 
p. 35. t. 22. 

Serpens ornatissima Amboinensis Boiguatrara dicta. Seb. 2. 
t. 82:f. 1. 

Abdominal scuta 163, subcaudal scales 150. 

ONE of the most beautiful of the whole serpent 

t r i b e , a n d , i n g e n e r a l , e a s i l y d i s t i n g u i s h e d b y i t s 

b l u e - g r e e n g i l d e d t i n g e , a c c o m p a n i e d b y i r i 

d e s c e n t h u e s : i t s h a b i t i s l o n g a n d s l e n d e r , m e a 

s u r i n g a b o u t t h r e e f e e t a n d a h a l f , o r f o u r f e e t , i n 

l e n g t h , a n d a b o u t h a l f o r t h r e e q u a r t e r s o f a n i n c h 

i n d i a m e t e r : t h e s k i n , b e t w e e n t h e sca les , i s 

b l a c k i s h , a n d i n s o m e p a r t s g i v e s a n a d d i t i o n a l 

b e a u t y t o t h e g e n e r a l c o l o u r : a c r o s s t h e c h e e k s , 

p a s s i n g t h r o u g h t h e eyes , i s a j e t b l a c k s t r e a k : t h e 

h e a d is c o v e r e d a b o v e w i t h l a r g e sca les , a n d t h e 

s n o u t i s s l i g h t l y e l o n g a t e d , b u t b y n o m e a n s 

p o i n t e d : t h e a b d o m e n is p a l e a n d f l a t t i s h , as i n 

t h e mycterizans a n d s o m e o t h e r s o f t h i s t r i b e , a n d 

t h e t a i l is a n g u l a r , t h i n , a n d o f v e r y c o n s i d e r a b l e 

l e n g t h . T h i s spec ies is e n t i r e l y i n n o c e n t , a n d is 

a n a t i v e o f s e v e r a l p a r t s o f I n d i a . 
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S U M M E R S N A K E . 

Coluber iEstivus. C. viridi-cosruleus gracilis rostro obtuso, ab
domine virescente. 

Blue-green slender Snake, wi th obtuse snout, and pale-green 
abdomen. 

Green Snake. Catesb, Carol. 2. pi. 57. 
Abdominal scuta 155, subcaudal scales 144. 

HABIT Ions: and flagelliform as in the Ahaetulla: 

g e n e r a l l e n g t h a b o u t t h r e e f e e t : h e a d o b t u s e ; c o 

l o u r o f t h e w h o l e u p p e r p a r t s b l u e - g r e e n , w i t h a 

s l i g h t p u r p l i s h c a s t i n s o m e s p e c i m e n s : a b d o m e n 

p a l e b l u e - g r e e n : t a i l v e r y l o n g a n d s l e n d e r : n a 

t i v e o f m a n y p a r t s o f N o r t h A m e r i c a , r e s i d i n g o n 

t r ees , a n d p r e y i n g o n f l i e s a n d o t h e r i n s e c t s . C a 

t e s b y a f f i r m s t h a t i t is e a s i l y r e c l a i m e d f r o m i t s 

n a t u r a l w i l d n e s s , b e c o m i n g t a m e a n d f a m i l i a r , 

a n d a d d s , t h a t s o m e p e o p l e w i l l c a r r y i t i n t h e i r 

b o s o m s . 

F I L I F O R M S N A K E . 

Coluber Filiformis. C. angustissimus niger, subtus albus. 
Extremely slender black Snake, white beneath. 
Coluber f i l i formis. Lin. Syst. Nat. p. 3S8. Mus. Ad. Frid. 

p. 36, t. 17, f . 2. 
Abdominal scuta l 6 5 , subcaudal scales 158. 

DESCRIBED by Linnaeus in the Museum Adol-

p h i F r i d e r i c i : l e n g t h a b o u t a f o o t ; t h i c k n e s s 

s c a r c e l y t h a t o f a g o o s e q u i l l : c o l o u r b l a c k a b o v e , 

a p p e a r i n g l i k e a b r o a d d o r s a l s t r i p e : b e n e a t h 
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w h i t e : h e a d o v a t e , t w i c e t h e d i a m e t e r o f t h e 

b o d y , b l a c k a b o v e , a n d w h i t e b e n e a t h : t a i l a b o v e 

a t h i r d o f t h e w h o l e l e n g t h , v e r y s l e n d e r , a n d 

s h a r p - p o i n t e d : n a t i v e o f I n d i a . L i n n a e u s o b s e r v e s 

t h a t i t is n o t q u i t e c e r t a i n t h a t i t m a y n o t b e a 

s n a k e i n a y o u n g o r u n a d v a n c e d s t a t e . 

B L A C K - T A I L E D S N A K E . 

Coluber Melanurus. C. fusco-flavescens, capite maculisque dua-
bus caudalibus nigris. 

Yellowish-brown Snake, with black head and two black spots 
on the tai l . 

Russ. Ind. Serp. p. 12. pi. 8. 
Abdominal scuta 241, subcaudal scales 32. 

A SMALL species, of a slender habit: length 

a b o u t t e n o r e l e v e n i n c h e s ; t h i c k n e s s s c a r c e l y 

t h a t o f a g o o s e q u i l l , a n d n e a r l y o f e q u a l d i a m e t e r 

f r o m h e a d t o t h e t i p o f t h e t a i l : c o l o u r l i g h t y e l 

l o w i s h b r o w n , w i t h a d o t t e d b l a c k l i n e r u n n i n g 

f r o m h e a d t o t a i l a l o n g t h e m i d d l e o f t h e b a c k ; 

a n d a f e w f a i n t e r fillets o n t h e s i d e s : t h e h e a d is 

s m a l l , o v a t e , b l a c k , a n d c o v e r e d w i t h l a r g e s c a l e s : 

t h e t a i l is v e r y s h o r t , s c a r c e m e a s u r i n g m o r e t h a n 

a n i n c h i n l e n g t h , a n d a t i t s o r i g i n is m a r k e d , o n 

t h e u p p e r p a r t , b y a l a r g e r h o m b o i d b l a c k s p o t , 

e d g e d w i t h w h i t e , a n d h a v i n g a w h i t e s p e c k i n 

t h e m i d d l e : t h e t i p o f t h e t a i l i s a l s o m a r k e d b y 

a s i m i l a r b l a c k s p o t : t h e a b d o m e n is o f a p a l e 

o r a n g e - c o l o u r , b u t t h e u n d e r p a r t o f t h e t a i l i s 

w h i t e , s p e c k l e d a n d v a r i e g a t e d w i t h b l a c k . T h i s 



C O L L A R E D S N A K E . 553 

l i t t l e s n a k e is a n a t i v e o f I n d i a , a n d i s d e s c r i b e d 

a n d figured i n D r . R u s s e l ' s w o r k o n t h e I n d i a n Ser-

p e n t s : i t s b i t e is s a i d t o b e p a i n f u l ; b u t , f r o m t h e 

e x p e r i m e n t o f D r . R u s s e l o n t h e s u b j e c t h e e x a 

m i n e d , i t a p p e a r e d n o t t o b e p o i s o n o u s t o a c h i c k e n 

w h o s e b r e a s t i t w a s p r o v o k e d t o b i t e , a n d t o w h i c h 

i t a d h e r e d firmly f o r n e a r l y a m i n u t e : t h e m o u t h , 

h o w e v e r , w h e n c l o s e l y e x a m i n e d , a p p e a r s t o b e 

f u r n i s h e d w i t h f a n g s . 

C O L L A R E D S N A K E . 

Coluber Torquatus. C. supra niger, subtus ruber, collari albo. 
Small Snake, black above, red beneath, wi th a white collar 

round the neck. 
L i t t l e black and red Snake. Edw. p. 349. 
Another small Snake ? Edw. Glean. 3. p. 291. 

A SMALL species, less than an earthworm : head 

a n d u p p e r p a r t s o f a p o l i s h e d j e t - b l a c k c o l o u r : 

a b d o m e n b r i g h t r e d : r o u n d t h e n e c k a w h i t e c o l 

l a r : h e a d r a t h e r l a r g e , a n d c o v e r e d w i t h l a r g e 

s c a l e s : eyes flame-coloured: n a t i v e o f P e n s y l -

v a n i a , w h e r e i t i n h a b i t s t h e c r e v i c e s o f r o c k s , o l d 

w a l l s , & c . f e e d i n g o n i n s e c t s , a n d s e l d o m a p p e a r -

i n 2* a b r o a d . 

V I I I . P . I I - 36 
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V A R . ? 

CHESNUT-COLOURED above, and deep yellow 

b e n e a t h ; t h e t w o c o l o u r s b e i n g d i v i d e d b y a b l u e -

a n d - b l a c k s p e c k l e d l i n e : r o u n d t h e n e c k a c o l l a r 

o f y e l l o w s p o t s : n a t i v e o f P e n s y l v a n i a . 
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H Y D R U S . W A T E R - S N A K E . 

Generic Character. 

Corpus anterius gracile, sen-
s im crassescens, squamo

sum. 

Cauda anceps. 

Body slender i n f r o n t gradu., 

al ly th ickening , scaled. 

Tail compressed. 

J - H E g e n u s H y d r u s is o f l a t e i n s t i t u t i o n , a n d 

c o m p r e h e n d s t h o s e S e r p e n t s w h i c h n a t u r a l l y i n h a 

b i t t h e w a t e r , w h e t h e r f r e s h o r s a l t , w i t h o u t e v e r 

m a k i n g t h e i r a p p e a r a n c e o n l a n d , e x c e p t w h e n 

d r i v e n t h e r e b y a c c i d e n t . I n t h e i r g e n e r a l a p 

p e a r a n c e t h e y a r e m o s t a l l i e d t o t h e A n g u e s , a n d 

a r e p a r t i c u l a r l y d i s t i n g u i s h e d b y h a v i n g l a t e r a l l y 

c o m p r e s s e d o r f l a t t e n e d t a i l s . T h i s g e n u s w a s 

f i r s t i n s t i t u t e d b y M r . S c h n e i d e r , w h o has , h o w 

e v e r , a d m i t t e d i n t o i t t w o spec ies w h i c h s e e m m o r e 

p r o p e r l y t o b e l o n g t o t h e g e n u s A c r o c h o r d u s , a n d 

w h i c h t h e r e a d e r w i l l f i n d so s t a t i o n e d i n t h e p r e 

s e n t w o r k . 

Sea, o r W a t e r - S e r p e n t s , as M r . S c h n e i d e r o b 

se rves , a p p e a r t o h a v e b e e n k n o w n t o t h e a n c i e n t s ; 

s i n c e t h e y a r e m e n t i o n e d b y t h e G r e e k w r i t e r s ; 

j E l i a n q u o t i n g a passage f r o m a n a n o n y m o u s a u 

t h o r r e l a t i v e t o s n a k e s o f v e r y l a r g e s ize a n d w i t h 
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f l a t t a i l s , p r o d u c e d i n t h e I n d i a n sea. T h e y a r e 

a l s o m e n t i o n e d b y A r r i a n i n t h e Periplus Maris 

Erythrcci, Sec. & c . A r i s t o t l e o b s e r v e s , t h a t se r 

p e n t s a r e e i t h e r o f l a n d o r f r e s h w a t e r , o r e lse o f 

t h e sea, a n d t h a t t h e s e l a t t e r h a v e a r e s e m b l a n c e i n 

m o s t p a r t i c u l a r s t o L a n d - S n a k e s , b u t h a v e a h e a d 

l i k e a C o n g e r . I t is p r o b a b l e , h o w e v e r , t h a t s o m e 

o f t h e M u r a m a e w e r e c o n f o u n d e d b y t h e a n c i e n t s , 

as t h e y a r e e v e n b y s o m e o f t h e m o d e r n s , w i t h t h e 

r e a l o r p r o p e r S e a - S n a k e s . 

C O L U B R I N E H Y D R U S . 

Hydrus Colubrinus. H. plumbeus cingulis nigris. 
Lead-coloured Hydrus, wi th black surrounding bands. 
Hydrus colubrinus. Schneid. Ampli. I. p. 238. 
Coluber laticaudatus. Lin. Syst. Nat. p. 383. Mus. Ad. Frid. 

p. 3 1 . t. \ 6 . f . 1. 

T H I S spec ies , w h i c h i s m u c h m o r e n e a r l y a l l i e d 

t o t h e g e n u s C o l u b e r t h a n a n y o f t h e res t , is a 

n a t i v e o f t h e I n d i a n a n d A m e r i c a n seas, a n d is 

f r e q u e n t l y s een t o w a r d s t h e c o a s t s o f t h e s o u t h 

e r n i s l a n d s i n t h e P a c i f i c . I t s g e n e r a l l e n g t h is 

a b o u t t w o f e e t a n d a h a l f , b u t i t p r o b a b l y g r o w s 

t o a m u c h l a r g e r s i z e : t h e h e a d i s c o v e r e d w i t h 

l a r g e s c a l e s : t h e b o d y i s c y l i n d r i c , t h e t a i l t e r 

m i n a t i n g i n a f l a t t e n e d a n d m o d e r a t e l y d i l a t e d 

t i p : a l o n g t h e w h o l e l e n g t h o f t h e u n d e r p a r t s is 

a se r ies o f s c u t a a n d o f s u b c a u d a l sca les , as i n t h e 

g e n u s C o l u b e r , e x c e p t t h a t t h e y a r e s o m e w h a t 

less d i s t i n c t l y c o n t i n u e d u n d e r t h e c o m p r e s s e d 

p a r t o f t h e t a i l : t h e c o l o u r o f t h e w h o l e a n i m a l i s 
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a s t r o n g p l u m b e o u s o r l i v i d b l u e , w i t h n u m e r o u s , 

m o d e r a t e l y b r o a d , d e e p b r o w n o r b l a c k i s h b a n d s 

f r o m h e a d t o t a i l , e a c h c o m p l e t e l y s u r r o u n d i n g 

t h e b o d y , b u t b e i n g r a t h e r p a l e r b e n e a t h t h a n 

a b o v e : a s l i g h t t i n g e o f y e l l o w i s a l s o d i f f u s e d 

a l o n g t h e a b d o m e n a n d o v e r t h e f r o n t o f t h e 

h e a d . T h i s i s a p o i s o n o u s S e r p e n t , b u t t h e f a n g s 

a r e r e m a r k a b l y s m a l l f o r t h e s ize o f t h e a n i m a l . 

C A S P I A N H Y D R U S . 

Hydrus Caspius. H. dorsi maculis nigris orbicularis, cauda ni-
gricanie mucrone gcmino, uno supra alteram posito, Schneid. 
Amph.fasc. 1. p. 24-4. 

Olivaceo-cinereous Hydrus, paler beneath, wi th black orbicu
lar spots quincuncially disposed in four series down the back, 
and the tail terminated by a double point. 

Coluber Hydrus. Lin. Syst. Nat. Gmel. p. 1103. Pall. it. 1. 
p. 459. 

DESCRIBED by Dr. Pallas, and said to be found 

i n t h e R h i n e a n d t h e C a s p i a n s e a : l e n g t h a b o u t 

t h r e e f e e t ; c o l o u r o l i v a c e o - c i n e r e o u s , w i t h f o u r 

r o w s o f o r b i c u l a r b l a c k s p o t s d i s p o s e d i n a q u i n -

c u n c i a l ser ies d o w n t h e b a c k : a b d o m e n y e l l o w i s h , 

t e s s e l a t e d w i t h b l a c k : a b l a c k b a n d o n e a c h s i d e 

t h e n e c k , m e e t i n g i n a p o i n t b e h i n d t h e h e a d , a n d 

a c c o m p a n i e d b y t w o o b l o n g b l a c k i s h s p o t s : t a i l 

a l m o s t e n t i r e l y b l a c k , a n d t e r m i n a t e d b y a s m a l l 

d o u b l e p o i n t , o n e b e n e a t h t h e o t h e r : ha s t h e g e 

n e r a l h a b i t o f a n Anguis, h a v i n g a s m a l l h e a d , 

s m a l l eyes w i t h a y e l l o w c i r c l e , t w o r o w s o f s m a l l 

t e e t h , a n d a v e r y l o n g , b l a c k t o n g u e . 
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G R E A T H Y D R U S . 

Hydrus Major. H. lividus, fasciis decurrentibus fuscis, squamis 
hexagonis abrupte carinatis. 

Liv id Hydrus, with brown decurrent bands, and hexagonal 
abruptly carinated scales. 

THIS is a large species, which does not appear 

t o h a v e b e e n y e t d i s t i n c t l y d e s c r i b e d . I t s l e n g t h 

i s m o r e t h a n t h r e e f e e t : i t s c o l o u r p a l e o r l i v i d , 

m a r k e d t h r o u g h o u t t h e w h o l e l e n g t h o f t h e b a c k 

b y a ser ies o f l a r g e t r a n s v e r s e , s e m i - d e c u r r e n t 

d u s k y b a n d s ; t h e t a i l b a n d e d m o r e d e e p l y , o r so 

as t o s h e w less o f t h e g r o u n d - c o l o u r : i t is m u c h 

s t r i c t u r e d a t t h e b e g i n n i n g , o r p l a c e o f t h e v e n t , 

a n d t h e n c e v e r y c o n s i d e r a b l y w i d e n s t o w a r d s t h e 

t i p , w h i c h is o b t u s e l y p o i n t e d : t h e l e n g t h o f t h e 

t a i l is a b o u t f o u r i n c h e s , a n d t h e sca les w h i c h 

c o v e r i t a r e o f a s o m e w h a t s q u a r e o r l o z e n g e f o r m , 

a n d so d i s p o s e d as t o r e s e m b l e i n s o m e d e g r e e t h o s e 

o f a f i s h : t h e y a r e a l l m a r k e d b y a n a b r u p t 

m i d d l e c a r i n a ; t h e sca les o n t h e b o d y a r e c h i e f l y 

h e x a g o n a l , a n d a r e c a r i n a t e d i n t h e s a m e m a n n e r : 

t h o s e o n t h e h e a d l a r g e a n d a n g u l a r : a l o n g t h e 

l o w e r p a r t o f t h e a b d o m e n r u n s a p r e t t y s t r o n g l y 

m a r k e d c a r i n a ; t h e sca les b e i n g n o t d i l a t e d i n t o 

a n y a p p e a r a n c e o f s c u t a , b u t m e r e l y m a r k e d b y a 

m i d d l e l i n e o f d i v i s i o n o n t h e v e r y e d g e o f t h e 

c a r i n a : t h e v e n t i s s u r r o u n d e d b y a r o w o f l a r g e , 

s t r o n g , l e n g t h e n e d s c a l e s ; a n d i n o n e s p e c i m e n 

a r e t w o s t r i c t u r e s a t t h e c o m m e n c e m e n t o f t h e 

t a i l , v i z . a t t h e p l a c e o f t h e v e n t , a n d a t a b o u t 
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t h r e e q u a r t e r s o f a n i n c h b e y o n d i t , t h e l a t t e r 

b e i n g t e r m i n a t e d b y a l o n g , a c u l e a t e d s c a l e . 

T h i s i s a m a r i n e spec ies , b u t i t s p a r t i c u l a r h i s t o r y 

s eems t o b e u n k n o w n : i t a p p e a r s t o b e f u r n i s h e d 

o n e a c h s i d e t h e u p p e r j a w w i t h a r o w o f s m a l l 

t e e t h , o n e o f w h i c h o n e a c h s i d e i s m u c h l a r g e r 

t h a n t h e r e s t , a n d o n b e i n g e x a m i n e d w i t h a l e n s , 

i s e v i d e n t l y t u b u l a r , t h e s l i t t o w a r d s t h e p o i n t 

b e i n g m u c h l o n g e r i n p r o p o r t i o n t h a n i n t h a t o f 

t h e R a t t l e - S n a k e , a n d e v e n f o r m i n g a c o n t i n u e d 

f u r r o w a l o n g t h e g r e a t e r p a r t o f t h e t o o t h . N a 

t i v e o f t h e I n d i a n seas. 

VAR. ? 

A SPECIMEN somewhat less than the former, is 

o f a b r o w n c o l o u r , t h e d o r s a l b a n d s a p p e a r i n g m u c h 

less d i s t i n c t : b u t as b o t h a n i m a l s a p p e a r t o h a v e 

b e e n l o n g p r e s e r v e d i n s p i r i t s , t o o m u c h d e p e n d -

a n c e s h o u l d n o t b e p l a c e d o n t h i s p a r t i c u l a r . 

T h e s e s n a k e s a r e p r e s e r v e d i n t h e B r i t i s h M u s e u m , 

as is a l s o a n o t h e r , w h i c h , i n g e n e r a l f o r m , l e n g t h , 

& c . is a l l i e d t o t h e p r e c e d i n g , b u t seems t o h a v e 

d i f f e r e d c o n s i d e r a b l y i n p a t t e r n a n d c o l o u r , t h e 

b a n d s b e i n g y e l l o w , d e c u r r e n t , a n d b e c o m i n g a l -

t e r n a t o - c o n f l u e n t b e n e a t h , so as t o l e a v e l a r g e 

r o u n d s i d e - s p o t s o f t h e w h i t e g r o u n d - c o l o u r . 
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S L E N D E R H Y D R U S . 

Hydrus Gracilis. H. corpore anterius gracillimo squamis ovatis 
Icevibus, posterius crassiore squamis hexagonis abrupte truncatis. 

Hydrus wi th the fore part of the body very slender, and co
vered with smooth ovate scales ; the hind part thicker and 
covered with abruptly-carinated hexagonal scales. 

LENGTH about two feet: head very small, or 

n o t o f g r e a t e r d i a m e t e r t h a n t h e n e c k , a n d c o 

v e r e d w i t h l a r g e sca les : n e c k a n d f o r e p a r t o f t h e 

b o d y v e r y s l e n d e r , n o t m o r e t h a n a b o u t a fifth o f 

a n i n c h i n d i a m e t e r , a n d c y l i n d r i c f o r t h e d i 

s t a n c e o f a b o u t s e v e n i n c h e s , w h e n i t b e g i n s t o 

e n l a r g e a n d flatten i n t o a c a r i n a o n t h e u p p e r 

p a r t , w h i c h is c o n t i n u e d t o t h e e n d o f t h e t a i l . 

T h e s l e n d e r p a r t a b o v e m e n t i o n e d is c o v e r e d 

w i t h o v a t e s m o o t h s c a l e s ; t h e r e m a i n d e r o f t h e 

a n i m a l w i t h h e x a g o n a l o n e s , e a c h m a r k e d w i t h a n 

a b r u p t c e n t r a l c a r i n a : t h e t a i l i s a b o u t a n i n c h 

a n d t h r e e q u a r t e r s l o n g , flat, a n d o b t u s e l y - a c u m i 

n a t e d , b u t n o t so b r o a d as t h e t h i c k e s t p a r t o f t h e 

b o d y : i t s l o w e r e d g e i s less c a r i n a t e d t h a n t h e 

u p p e r , t h e r o w o f h e x a g o n a l sca les o f t h e a b d o m e n 

b e i n g c o n t i n u e d o n t h i s p a r t t o t h e t i p . T h e c o 

l o u r o f t h e w h o l e a n i m a l i s n o w g r o w n p a l e , b u t 

a p p e a r s t o h a v e b e e n b a n d e d a l l a l o n g t h e u p p e r 

p a r t s f r o m h e a d t o t a i l w i t h n u m e r o u s , e q u i d i s t a n t 

b r o w n a n d s o m e w h a t o b t u s e l y p o i n t e d b a n d s r e a c h 

i n g a l m o s t t o t h e a b d o m e n , t h o s e o n t h e s m a l l o r 

c y l i n d r i c p a r t o f t h e b o d y b e i n g c o n t i n u e d i n t o 

a n n u l i : t h e s t r i c t u r e o r c o n t r a c t i o n a t t h e p l a c e 
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o f t h e v e n t i s n o t so s t r o n g l y m a r k e d as i n t h e 

g r e a t H y d r u s , t o w h i c h t h i s spec ies a p p e a r s a l l i e d 

i n s o m e p a r t i c u l a r s . I t i s p r e s e r v e d i n t h e B r i 

t i s h M u s e u m . 

B L U E I S H H Y D R U S . 

Hydrus Caerulescens. H. ccerulescens, fasciis decurrentibus carru-
leis, abdomine albo. 

Blueish Hydrus, wi th dusky-blue decurrent bands, and white 
abdomen. 

LENGTH two feet: habit resembling that of the 

G r e a t H y d r u s , b u t t h e a b d o m e n h a s a s i n g l e a n d 

p e r f e c t l y u n d i v i d e d r o w o f h e x a g o n a l sca les , f r o m 

t h e t h r o a t t o t h e b e g i n n i n g o f t h e t a i l , o f a b o u t 

t h e t e n t h o f a n i n c h i n d i a m e t e r , a n d f o r m i n g a 

f l a t c a r i n a o n t h a t p a r t : b a c k m a r k e d b y a c a r i n a 

a l so , b u t t h e sca les n o t d i f f e r i n g i n s h a p e f r o m t h o s e 

o n t h e r e s t o f t h e b o d y , b e i n g h e x a g o n a l , w i t h a n 

a b r u p t m i d d l e c a r i n a : h e a d n o t b r o a d e r t h a n t h e 

n e c k , a n d c o v e r e d w i t h l a r g e s c a l e s : t a i l t w o 

i n c h e s a n d a q u a r t e r l o n g , a n d o f t h e u s u a l f o r m 

i n t h i s g e n u s , b e i n g m o d e r a t e l y b r o a d , b u t , as i n 

t h e p r e c e d i n g a n i m a l , n o t e q u a l l i n g t h e t h i c k e s t 

p a r t o f t h e b o d y . C o l o u r p a l e l i v i d b l u e a b o v e , 

a n d w h i t e b e n e a t h , b u t m a r k e d t h r o u g h o u t i t s 

w h o l e l e n g t h , as i n t h e p r e c e d i n g spec ies , b y d e -

c u r r e n t fasciae o f a d e e p e r b l u e , a n d w h i c h d i p o n 

t h e w h i t e o f t h e s i d e s : t h e y c o m m e n c e i m m e d i 

a t e l y f r o m t h e h e a d , t h e t o p o f w h i c h is o f a s i m i -
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l a r c o l o u r . I t i s a n E a s t - I n d i a n spec ies , a n d i s 

p r e s e r v e d i n t h e B r i t i s h M u s e u m . 

SHORT H Y D R U S . 

Hydrus Curtus. H.jlavescens curtus, fasciis decurrentibus sub-
acuminatis fuscis, supra subconfluentibus. 

Yellowish short Hydrus, wi th dusky decurrent subacuminated 
bands somewhat confluent above. 

LENGTH about a foot: body compressed, and 

c o n s i d e r a b l y t h i c k e r i n p r o p o r t i o n t o i t s l e n g t h 

t h a n i n a n y o f t h e p r e c e d i n g : h e a d f l a t t i s h , c o 

v e r e d w i t h l a r g e s c a l e s : n e c k o r f o r e p a r t b u t 

l i t t l e t h i n n e r t h a n t h e r e s t o f t h e b o d y : t a i l a b o u t 

a n i n c h l o n g , a n d o f t h e u s u a l f o r m : sca les o n a l l 

p a r t s h e x a g o n a l , a n d s m a l l f o r t h e s ize o f t h e a n i 

m a l : b a c k c a r i n a t e d ; a b d o m e n m o r e o b t u s e l y so , 

h a v i n g a r o w o f h e x a g o n a l s c a l e s : c o l o u r p a l e 

y e l l o w , w i t h a p r e t t y c l o s e ser ies o f d e e p l y d e c u r 

r e n t d u s k y b a n d s f r o m h e a d t o t a i l , a n d so p l a c e d 

as t o a p p e a r a l t e r n a t e l y c o n f l u e n t o n t h e t o p o f 

t h e b a c k , m o r e e s p e c i a l l y n e a r t h e h e a d . A n 

E a s t - I n d i a n spec ies . P r e s e r v e d i n t h e B r i t i s h 

M u s e u m . 
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F A S C I A T E D H Y D R U S . 

Hydrus Fasciatus. H. niger, fasciis ascendentibusflavidis. 
Black Hydrus wi th ascendent yellowish bands. 
Anguis laticauda. Lin. Mus. Ad. Frid. 2. p. 43. 
Hydrus fasciatus. Schncid. Amph. 1. p. 240. 
Tat ta Pam. Russel's Ind. Serp. pi. 44. 

THE Fasciated Hydrus is described and figured 

b y M r . V o s m a e r , i n h i s w o r k o n s o m e o f t h e r a r e r 

spec i e s o f a n i m a l s , as w e l l as b y D r . R u s s e l , i n h i s 

p u b l i c a t i o n o n t h e I n d i a n S e r p e n t s . I t a p p e a r s , 

f r o m t h e a c c o u n t o f M r . S c h n e i d e r , t o a r r i v e a t a 

c o n s i d e r a b l e s ize , t h o u g h t h e s p e c i m e n f i g u r e d b y 

D r . R u s s e l s c a r c e l y m e a s u r e s t w o f e e t i n l e n g t h : 

i t is o f a l o n g a n d s l e n d e r h a b i t , a n d is o f a b l a c k 

c o l o u r , f a s c i a t e d t h r o u g h o u t i t s w h o l e l e n g t h b y 

p r e t t y c l o s e l y p l a c e d y e l l o w i s h w h i t e p o i n t e d 

b a n d s , r i s i n g u p w a r d s f r o m t h e a b d o m e n , a n d 

a l m o s t m e e t i n g a t t h e i r t i p s o n t h e r i d g e o f t h e 

b a c k : t h e h e a d is s m a l l , o r n o t b r o a d e r t h a n t h e 

n e c k , a n d is c o v e r e d b y l a r g e s c a l e s : t h e n e c k 

c y l i n d r i c : t h e b a c k c a r i n a t e d , t h e s ides d e c l i n i n g , 

a n d t h e b e l l y r o u n d i s h : t h e sca les o n t h e t r u n k , 

t a i l , a n d b e l l y , o r b i c u l a r , c l o s e , a n d n o t i m b r i 

c a t e d : t h e t a i l , w h i c h does n o t m u c h e x c e e d t h e 

d i a m e t e r o f t h e b o d y , t e r m i n a t e s o b t u s e l y , y e t 

t i p p e d w i t h a p o i n t : t h e t e e t h a r e s m a l l ; a m a r 

g i n a l a n d t w o p a l a t a l r o w s a p p e a r i n g i n t h e u p p e r 

j a w ; a n d , t h e r e f o r e , a c c o r d i n g t o t h e g e n e r a l r u l e , 

i t m a y b e s u p p o s e d n o t p o i s o n o u s : M r . S c h n e i d e r , 

h o w e v e r , i n t h e l a r g e r s p e c i m e n s w h i c h h e e x a -
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m i n e d , o b s e r v e d a l a r g e c u r v e d f a n g - l i k e t o o t h 

o n e a c h s i d e , h i d , as i t w e r e , i n a s h e a t h . T h i s 

s e r p e n t i s a n a t i v e o f t h e I n d i a n seas : t h e s p e c i 

m e n d e s c r i b e d b y D r . R u s s e l w a s f o u n d o n t h e sea 

b e a c h a t V i z a g a p a t a m , i n A u g u s t 1 7 8 8 , a n d a p 

p e a r e d v e r y a l e r t i n i t s m o t i o n s ; y e t , w h e n p u t 

i n t o a ves se l o f sea w a t e r , i n o r d e r t o b e k e p t f o r 

e x p e r i m e n t s r e l a t i v e t o i t s b i t e , i t v e r y s o o n d i e d . 

S P I R A L H Y D R U S . 

Hydrus Spiralis. H. flavescens fusco fasciatus, fasciis subtus in 
longitudinem confluentibus, corpore spiraliter contorto. 

Yellowish Hydrus wi th brown bands, longitudinally confluent 
beneath, and spirally contorted body. 

THE present highly elegant species appears to 

h a v e b e e n h i t h e r t o u n n o t i c e d : i t s l e n g t h i s a b o u t 

t w o f e e t , a n d i t s h a b i t s l e n d e r : t h e b o d y m u c h 

c o m p r e s s e d t h r o u g h o u t ; t h e b a c k r i s i n g i n t o a 

v e r y s h a r p c a r i n a ; t h e a b d o m e n b e i n g a l s o c a 

r i n a t e d , b u t h a v i n g a f l a t t e n e d e d g e o f sca les 

s o m e w h a t w i d e r t h a n t h e r e s t , a n d m e a s u r i n g 

a b o u t t h e f i f t e e n t h o f a n i n c h i n d i a m e t e r : t h e 

h e a d is s m a l l , a n d c o v e r e d w i t h l a r g e s c a l e s : t h e 

m o u t h w i d e ; t h e sca les o n t h e w h o l e a n i m a l m o 

d e r a t e l y s m a l l , o v a t e , a n d s l i g h t l y c a r i n a t e d : t h e 

g r o u n d c o l o u r i s y e l l o w , b a r r e d i n a b e a u t i f u l 

m a n n e r f r o m h e a d t o t a i l w i t h d e e p c h e s n u t -

b r o w n o r b l a c k i s h fasciae , e a c h w i d e n i n g o n t h e 

a b d o m e n , a n d t h u s f o r m i n g a h i g h l y d i s t i n c t a n d 

h a n d s o m e p a t t e r n w h e n v i e w e d o n e a c h s i d e , 
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s e e m i n g t o c o n s t i t u t e so m a n y l a r g e , r o u n d , y e l 

l o w s p o t s o n a b l a c k i s h g r o u n d : t h e b a c k , a t 

a b o u t t h e m i d d l e , i s m a r k e d , a l o n g i t s u p p e r p a r t , 

w i t h a r o w o f r a t h e r l a r g e , r o u n d , b l a c k i s h s p o t s 

s i t u a t e d b e t w e e n t h e fasc iae , a n d so p l a c e d as t o 

b e i n s o m e p a r t s o n o n e s i d e , a n d i n o t h e r s o n 

t h e o p p o s i t e s i d e o f t h e d o r s a l c a r i n a , w h i l e s o m e 

f e w a r e s e a t e d o n t h e m i d d l e o f t h e r i d g e i t s e l f : 

t h i s v a r i e g a t i o n i s c o n t i n u e d t o t h e t a i l , w h i c h is 

a b o u t a n i n c h a n d t h r e e q u a r t e r s l o n g , b l a c k o r 

d e e p b r o w n , w i t h a f e w y e l l o w p a t c h e s t o w a r d s i t s 

b e g i n n i n g : i t is r e m a r k a b l y b r o a d f o r t h e s ize o f 

t h e a n i m a l , a n d v e r y t h i n o n t h e e d g e s , so as t o 

b e s e m i t r a n s p a r e n t o n t h o s e p a r t s . T h e m o s t r e 

m a r k a b l e c i r c u m s t a n c e i n t h i s s n a k e is t h e s i n g u 

l a r o b l i q u i t y o f i t s f o r m ; t h e b o d y i n d i f f e r e n t 

p a r t s b e i n g a l t e r n a t e l y f l a t t e r o n o n e s i d e t h a n t h e 

o t h e r , a n d t h e p a t t e r n c o m p l e t e l y e x p r e s s e d o n 

t h e f l a t t e n e d s i d e o n l y ; t h e o t h e r o r m o r e c o n v e x 

s i d e b e i n g u n m a r k e d b y t h e r o u n d s p o t s , a n d l y i n g 

as i t w e r e b e n e a t h ; t h u s c o n s t i t u t i n g s e v e r a l a l 

t e r n a t e l y s p i r a l c u r v e s : t h i s s n a k e seems o f a n 

u n u s u a l l y s t i f f a n d e l a s t i c n a t u r e , a n d t h e c a r i n a 

o n t h e b a c k i s so s h a r p as t o su rpass i n t h i s r e 

s p e c t e v e r y o t h e r spec ies o f s e r p e n t . T h e s p e c i 

m e n is i n t h e B r i t i s h M u s e u m , b u t i t s p a r t i c u l a r 

h i s t o r y seems t o b e u n k n o w n . 
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Hydrus Bicolor. H. capite oblongo, corpore supra nigro, infra 
Jlavido, cauda maculosa. 

Hydrds wi th oblong head, body black above and yellowish be
neath, with spotted ta i l . 

Hydrus bicolor. Schneid. Amph. 1. p. 240. 
Anguis Platura. Lin. Syst. Nat. p. 3 9 1 . 
Nivboa Quanquccolla, seu serpens rara Mexicana cauda lata, 

Seb. 2. p. 80. t. 77.fi 1. 
Nal la Wahlagillee Pam. Russ. Ind. Serp. p. 47- pi. 4 1 . 

THIS species is readily distinguished by the re

m a r k a b l e d i s t r i b u t i o n o f i t s c o l o u r s ; t h e h e a d a n d 

u p p e r p a r t s b e i n g o f a d e e p b l a c k , t h e l o w e r p a r t s 

p a l e y e l l o w , a n d t h e t a i l s p o t t e d : a l o n g t h e s ides 

r u n s a r o w o f s m a l l e r sca les t h a n t h e res t , a n d o f 

a b r i g h t e r y e l l o w : t h e h e a d is b l a c k , a n d is o f a n 

e l o n g a t e d f o r m i n f r o n t , b u l g i n g b e h i n d , s u b c o n -

v e x a b o v e , a n d a l i t t l e c o m p r e s s e d l a t e r a l l y : i t is 

c o v e r e d w i t h l a r g e s c a l e s : t h e m o u t h is w i d e ; t h e 

t e e t h s m a l l a n d n u m e r o u s , t h e r e b e i n g a m a r g i n a l 

a n d t w o p a l a t a l r o w s i n t h e u p p e r j a w : t h e b o d y 

i s c o m p r e s s e d , a n d t h e b a c k h i g h l y c a r i n a t e d : t h e 

sca les o r b i c u l a r a n d v e r y m i n u t e : t h e g e n e r a l 

l e n g t h a b o u t t w o f e e t a n d a h a l f ; t h e t a i l a b o u t 

t h r e e i n c h e s . I t is a n a t i v e o f t h e I n d i a n seas, 

a n d is s a i d t o b e c o m m o n n e a r t h e c o a s t s o f t h e 

i s l a n d o f O t a h e i t e e , w h e r e i t i s c a l l e d b y t h e n a m e 

o f Etoona-toree, a n d is u s e d as a n a r t i c l e o f f o o d . 

http://77.fi
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D A R K - B L U E H Y D R U S . 

Hydrus Atrocaeruleus. H. atrocceruleus, abdomine Jiavescente, 
linea media ccerulea. 

Dark-blue Hydrus, wi th yellowish abdomen marked by a 
middle line of blue. 

M u t t a Pam. Russ. Ind. Serp. p. 35. pi. 30. 
Hydrus Enydris. Schneid. Amph. Fasch. 1. p. 245. 

LENGTH one foot eight inches: colour a very 

d a r k c h a n g e a b l e b l u e ; a b d o m e n y e l l o w i s h w h i t e , 

w i t h a d a r k b l u e i s h l i n e a l o n g t h e m i d d l e : h e a d 

s m a l l , a n d c o v e r e d w i t h l a r g e sca les : f o r e p a r t o f 

t h e b o d y s l e n d e r ; c i r c u m f e r e n c e o f t h e t r u n k , i n 

t h e t h i c k e s t p a r t , a b o u t t w o i n c h e s a n d a q u a r t e r : 

t a i l s h o r t , s m a l l , t a p e r , a n d c o m p r e s s e d . T h i s 

s n a k e , w h i c h is d e s c r i b e d b y D r . R u s s e l , w a s t a k e n 

i n a n I n d i a n l a k e c a l l e d Ankapilly, i n o n e o f t h e 

t r a p s e m p l o y e d f o r c a t c h i n g e e l s : i t a p p e a r e d t o 

b e h a r m l e s s ; h a v i n g i n t h e u p p e r j a w a m a r g i n a l 

a n d t w o p a l a t a l r o w s o f s m a l l r e f l e x t e e t h . 

C I N E R E O U S H Y D R U S . 

Hydrus Cinereus. H. cinereus, rostro subtruncato, abdomine sub-
jiavescente. 

Ash-coloured Hydrus, wi th subtruncated snout, and abdomen 
tinged with yellow. 

Hydrus Rynchops. Schneid. Amph. 1. p. 246. 
Karoo Bokadam. Russ. Ind. Serp. p. 23. pi. 17 

L E N G T H n e a r t h r e e f e e t a n d a h a l f : t h i c k n e s s 

n e a r t h e h e a d a b o u t t h r e e i n c h e s : m i d d l e o f t h e 
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t r u n k f o u r i n c h e s a n d a h a l f : h e a d s o m e w h a t 

b r o a d e r t h a n t h e n e c k , y e t a p p e a r i n g s m a l l i n p r o 

p o r t i o n t o t h e t r u n k : r a t h e r c o n v e x a b o v e , c o m 

p r e s s e d o n t h e s ides , a n d p r o j e c t i n g i n t o a s h o r t 

o b t u s e o r s u b t r u n c a t e d s n o u t , w h i c h i s c o v e r e d 

w i t h s m a l l i s h l a m i n s s o f v a r i o u s sizes : t h e r e m a i n 

d e r o f t h e h e a d , as w e l l as o f t h e w h o l e u p p e r 

p a r t s , w i t h o v a t e o r s u b o r b i c u l a r c a r i n a t e d sca les , 

s m a l l e s t o n t h e h e a d : eyes s m a l l a n d v e r t i c a l : 

m o u t h n o t l a r g e : t e e t h c l o s e set , n o t r e g u l a r , 

s m a l l , a n d r e f l e x ; a m a r g i n a l a n d t w o p a l a t a l 

r o w s i n t h e u p p e r j a w . C o l o u r o f t h e s c a l y p a r t 

o f t h e s n o u t p a l e c i n e r e o u s ; t h e r e s t o f t h e a n i m a l 

v e r y d e e p g r e y o r a s h - c o l o u r : a b d o m e n t i n g e d 

w i t h y e l l o w : t a i l a l i t t l e c o m p r e s s e d , e i g h t i n c h e s 

i n l e n g t h , m o d e r a t e l y t a p e r i n g , a n d t e r m i n a t i n g 

i n a n o b t u s e p o i n t . S e n t t o D r . R u s s e l f r o m 

Ganjam i n J u l y 1 7 8 8 : t h e p a r t i c u l a r s o f i t s h i s 

t o r y u n k n o w n : p l a c e d i n t h i s g e n u s b y S c h n e i d e r 

f r o m i t s h a b i t a n d a l l i a n c e w i t h t h e p r e c e d i n g , 

F I S H I N G H Y D R U S . 

Hydrus Piscator. H. fusco-Jlavescens, maculis rotundatis nigris 
lineisque connectentibus. 

Brownish-yellow Hydrus, wi th rounded black spots joined by 
connecting lines. 

Hydrus Piscator. Schneid. Amph. p. 247 
Neeli Koea. Russ. Ind. Serp. p. 38. pi. 33. 

L E N G T H a b o u t t w o f e e t n i n e i n c h e s : c i r c u m 

f e r e n c e t h r e e i n c h e s a n d a h a l f : h e a d r a t h e r 
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b r o a d , o v a t e , s o m e w h a t d e p r e s s e d , a n d l a t e r a l l y 

c o m p r e s s e d ; c o v e r e d A v i t h l a r g e sca les : t a i l e l e v e n 

i n c h e s i n l e n g t h , s l i g h t l y c a r i n a t e d , t a p e r i n g v e r y 

g r a d u a l l y , a n d t e r m i n a t i n g s h a r p l y : h e a d d u s k y ; 

r e s t o f t h e a n i m a l y e l l o w i s h b r o w n , w i t h n u m e r o u s 

r o u n d b l a c k s p o t s j o i n e d b y n a r r o w f i l l e t s r e g u 

l a r l y d i s p o s e d i n o b l i q u e r o w s , a f e w sca les o f l i g h t 

y e l l o w b e i n g i n t e r s p e r s e d : a b d o m e n y e l l o w i s h 

w h i t e . N a t i v e o f I n d i a , f r e q u e n t i n g w e t p a d d y 

f i e l d s , a n d c o m m o n l y r e c k o n e d a w a t e r - s n a k e : 

m o v e s s w i f t l y , a n d c a r r i e s i t s h e a d h i g h , w i t h a 

m e n a c i n g a i r , i n i t s p r o g r e s s i o n , b u t w h e n p r o 

v o k e d d i d n o t e i t h e r h i s s o r s n a p a t a s t i c k p r e 

s e n t e d t o i t : w a s n o t p r o v o k e d t o b i t e a c h i c k e n , 

t h o u g h p e c k e d s e v e r a l t i m e s b y t h e a n i m a l : d u r 

i n g t h e t i m e o f t h i s e x p e r i m e n t i t t h r e w u p a 

p r e t t y l a r g e f i s h , w h i c h a p p e a r e d t o h a v e b e e n b u t 

a s h o r t t i m e i n t h e s t o m a c h : i s n o t a p o i s o n o u s 

spec i e s , t h e t e e t h r e s e m b l i n g t h o s e o f o t h e r i n n o 

c u o u s s e r p e n t s : d o e s n o t v e r y p r o p e r l y b e l o n g t o 

t h i s g e n u s . 

M A R S H H Y D R U S . 

Hydrus Palustris. II. fusco-flatescens, maculis rhombcis fuscis 
lineisque interjectis, abdomine perlaceo. 

Brownish-yellow Hydrus, wi th rhomboid brown spots and i n 
terjected lines, and pearl coloured .abdomen. 

Hydrus palustris. Schneid. Amph. p. 24-p. 
Parawodoo. Russ. Ind. Serp. p. 25. pi. 20. 

ALLIED to the preceding species: length more 

t h a n t w o f e e t : t r u n k r o u n d ; s w e l l i n g a n d d i m i -

v - i n . P . n . 3 7 
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n i s h i n g i n a g r a d u a l m a n n e r : h e a d b r o a d i s h , 

o b l o n g , c o v e r e d w i t h l a r g e s c a l e s : t a i l r o u n d , 

a b o u t f i v e i n c h e s a n d a h a l f l o n g , a n d v e r y t a p e r : 

c o l o u r o f t h e a n i m a l o n t h e u p p e r p a r t s y e l 

l o w i s h b r o w n , b e s e t w i t h o b l i q u e r o w s o f r h o m 

b o i d b r o w n spo t s w i t h b l a c k b o r d e r s , a n d b e t w e e n 

e a c h r a n g e o f s p o t s r u n s a f e r r u g i n o u s l i n e : t h e 

w h o l e f o r m i n g a d e c u s s a t e d p a t t e r n o f s p o t s a n d 

l i n e s : sca les o b l o n g a n d c a r i n a t e d : t a i l p l a i n o r 

u n s p o t t e d : a b d o m e n p e a r l - c o l o u r e d . T h i s spe 

c i e s , a c c o r d i n g t o D r . R u s s e l , i s n o t u n c o m m o n 

i n I n d i a , f r e q u e n t i n g d a m p g r o u n d s , a n d t h e b o r 

d e r s o f t a n k s , a n d g r o w i n g t o a s ize m u c h l a r g e r 

t h a n t h a t o f t h e s p e c i m e n a b o v e d e s c r i b e d : i t i s 

n o t a p o i s o n o u s s p e c i e s : i n r e a l i t y i t i s n o t v e r y 

p r o p e r l y s t a t i o n e d i n t h e p r e s e n t g e n u s , h a v i n g 

n e i t h e r f l a t t e n e d t a i l , n o r c a r i n a t e d a b d o m e n . 





S C O U T E D JL ATSTG-ATA 
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L A N G A Y A . L A N G A Y A . 

Generic Character. 

Scuta abdominalia. 
Annuli caudales. 

Squama terminales. 

A b d o m i n a l Plates. 

Caudal Rings. 

T e r m i n a l Scales. 

S N O U T E D L A N G A Y A . 

Langaya Nasuta. L. maxilla superiore rostrata. 
Langaya wi th the upper jaw produced in form of a snout. 
Langaha. Bruguiere. Journ. de Physique, 1784. Cepede Ovip. 

2. p. 469. 
Abdominal scales 184, caudal rings 42. 

THE genus Langaya, consisting of a single 

spec ies o n l y , d i f f e r s f r o m a l l t h e r e s t o f t h e s e r p e n t 

t r i b e i n h a v i n g t h e u p p e r p a r t o r b e g i n n i n g o f t h e 

t a i l m a r k e d i n t o c o m p l e t e r i n g s o r c i r c u l a r d i v i 

s i o n s r e s e m b l i n g t h o s e o n t h e b o d y o f t h e Amphis-

bcena, w h i l e t h e e x t r e m e o r t e r m i n a l p a r t is c o 

v e r e d w i t h s m a l l sca les , as i n t h e g e n u s Anguis. 

T h e L a n g a y a n a s u t a , o r L o n g - s n o u t e d L a n g a y a , 

is a n a t i v e o f M a d a g a s c a r , a n d a p p e a r s t o h a v e 

b e e n f i r s t d e s c r i b e d b y M o n s . B r u g u i e r e o f t h e 

R o y a l S o c i e t y o f M o n t p e l l i e r , w h o s e a c c o u n t o f 

i t i s i n s e r t e d i n t h e Journal de Physique f o r t h e 
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y e a r J 7 8 4 . T h e l e n g t h o f t h e i n d i v i d u a l d e s c r i b e d 

w a s a b o u t t w o f e e t e i g h t i n c h e s , a n d i t s g r e a t e s t 

d i a m e t e r a b o u t s e v e n l i n e s : t h e h e a d i s c o v e r e d 

w i t h l a r g e sca les , b u t t h e s n o u t , w h i c h i s e x 

t r e m e l y l o n g a n d s h a r p , p r o j e c t i n g t o a c o n s i d e r 

a b l e d i s t a n c e b e y o n d t h e l o w e r j a w , i s c o v e r e d 

w i t h v e r y s m a l l s c a l e s : t h e t e e t h , i n s h a p e a n d 

d i s p o s i t i o n , r e s e m b l e t h o s e o f a V i p e r : t h e sca les 

o n t h e u p p e r p a r t s o f t h e b o d y a r e r h o m b o i d a l , 

o f a r e d d i s h c o l o u r , a n d e a c h m a r k e d a t t h e base 

b y a s m a l l g r e y c i r c l e , w i t h a y e l l o w s p o t i n t h e 

m i d d l e : t h e u n d e r p a r t s a r e p a l e o r w h i t i s h : t h e 

n u m b e r o f a b d o m i n a l s c u t a , as w e l l as o f c i r c l e s 

o n t h e t a i l , i s o b s e r v e d t o v a r y i n t h i s s n a k e , 

as is a l s o t h e c o l o u r , w h i c h i n o n e i n d i v i d u a l 

w a s v i o l e t , w i t h d a r k e r c o l o u r e d s p e c k s o n t h e 

b a c k . T h e n a t i v e s o f M a d a g a s c a r a r e s a i d t o 

h o l d t h e L a n g a y a i n g r e a t d r e a d , c o n s i d e r i n g i t as 

a h i g h l y p o i s o n o u s s e r p e n t . 
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Strafford sculp. 

J8OI Jan •'iZonden Tubli/h'd fy GZears-ln' -Fleet Street 
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A C R O C H O R D U S . A C R O C H O R D U S . 

Acrochordus Javanicus. A. nigricans, subtus albidus, lateribus 
fusco maculatis. 

Blackish Acrochordus, whitish beneath, wi th the sides marked 

Acrochordus Javanicus. Hornst. Act. Stocholm. 1787 

JL H E r e m a r k a b l e s n a k e w h i c h g a v e r i s e t o t h e 

i n s t i t u t i o n o f t h i s n e w g e n u s , i s a n a t i v e o f t h e 

i s l a n d o f J a v a , a n d w a s f i r s t d e s c r i b e d b y M r . 

H o r n s t e d i n t h e S w e d i s h T r a n s a c t i o n s f o r t h e 

y e a r 1 7 8 7 , a n d i n t h e J o u r n a l d e P h y s i q u e f o r t h e 

y e a r 1 7 8 8 . I t w a s f o u n d i n a l a r g e p e p p e r - g r o u n d 

n e a r S a n g a s a n , i n t h e y e a r 1 7 8 4 , a n d m e a s u r e d 

a b o u t e i g h t f e e t i n l e n g t h ; t h e t h i c k n e s s o f t h e 

n e c k b e i n g s i x i n c h e s , t h a t o f t h e l a r g e s t p a r t o f 

t h e b o d y t e n i n c h e s , a n d t h a t o f t h e t a i l a n i n c h 

a n d h a l f : t h e c o l o u r o f t h e u p p e r p a r t o f t h e a n i m a l 

w a s b l a c k i s h , a n d o f t h e u n d e r p a r t w h i t i s h ; t h e 

s ides m a r k e d w i t h d u s k y s p o t s : t h e h e a d t r u n -

Generic Character. 

Corpus caudaque undique ve r - Body and tail completely co-

rucosa. vered w i t h war t s . 

J A V A N A C R O C H O R D U S . 

by dusky spots. 
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c a r e d , d e p r e s s e d , a n d s c a l y : t h e j a w s e q u a l , t h e 

s u p e r i o r b e i n g e m a r g i n a t e d b e n e a t h ; t h e i n f e r i o r 

c u r v e d : t h e eyes l a t e r a l , o n t h e f o r e p a r t o f t h e 

h e a d ; t h e i r i d e s l i v i d : t h e n o s t r i l s c i r c u l a r , s m a l l , 

a p p r o x i m a t e d , a n d s i t u a t e d a b o v e t h e t i p o f t h e 

s n o u t : t h e r i c t u s o r g a p e r a t h e r s m a l l f o r t h e s ize 

o f t h e b o d y : t h e t e e t h i n b o t h j a w s s u b u l a t e , v e r y 

s h a r p , a n d r e v e r s e d , w i t h o u t a n y a p p e a r a n c e o f 

f a n g s , a n d a c c o m p a n i e d b y a d o u b l e r o w o f v e r y 

s m a l l t e e t h i n t h e p a l a t e : t h e t o n g u e t h i c k a t t h e 

base , t h e f o r k e d p a r t b l a c k a n d s l e n d e r : t h e b o d y 

e n t i r e l y c o v e r e d , as w e l l as t h e t a i l , w i t h r o u g h 

t r i c a r i n a t e d w a r t s : t h e v e n t s m a l l , t h e b o d y v e r y 

s u d d e n l y t a p e r i n g t o w a r d s t h e t a i l . T h i s s n a k e 

w a s s e c u r e d b y a C h i n e s e , by m e a n s o f a s p l i t 

b a m b o o a p p l i e d o v e r i t s n e c k , a n d t h u s c a r r i e d t o 

B a t a v i a , wdrere , o n b e i n g s k i n n e d a n d o p e n e d , 

e x c l u s i v e o f a q u a n t i t y o f i n d i g e s t e d f r u i t , w e r e 

f o u n d f i v e c o m p l e t e l y f o r m e d y o u n g , m e a s u r i n g -

n i n e i n c h e s e a c h : t h e f l e s h o f t h e a n i m a l was e a t e n 

b y t h e C h i n e s e p e o p l e , w h o a f f i r m e d t h a t i t w a s 

e x c e l l e n t f o o d , a n d t h e s k i n , b e i n g p r e s e r v e d i n 

s p i r i t s , w a s b r o u g h t o v e r t o E u r o p e b y M r . H o r n -

s t e d , a n d d e p o s i t e d i n t h e M u s e u m o f t h e K i n g 

o f S w e d e n . 
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D O U B T F U L A C R O C H O R D U S . 

Acrochordus Dubius. A. fuscus, abdomine carinato, lateribus 
nigro-maculatis. 

Brown Acrochordus, wi th carinated abdomen, and sides spot
ted with black. 

IN its general appearance and proportion so 

v e r y n e a r l y d o e s t h e p r e s e n t s e r p e n t r e s e m b l e t h e 

p r e c e d i n g o r J a v a n spec ies , t h a t o n e d e s c r i p t i o n 

m i g h t a l m o s t s e r v e f o r b o t h , e x c e p t t h a t t h e h e a d 

i n t h i s is c o v e r e d w i t h v e r y m i n u t e r o u g h o r w a i t e d 

sca les , d i f f e r i n g i n s ize a l o n e f r o m t h o s e o n o t h e r 

p a r t s o f t h e a n i m a l , w h e r e a s , i f w e m a y r e l y o n 

t h e a c c u r a c y o f M r . H o r n s t e d s d e s c r i p t i o n a n d 

f i g u r e o f thfe J a v a n A c r o c h o r d u s , t h a t p a r t i s 

c o v e r e d w i t h f l a t , o v a t e sca les , a n d o f a f a r d i f 

f e r e n t a p p e a r a n c e f r o m t h e m u r i c a t e d o r w a r t 

l i k e sca les o n e v e r y o t h e r p a r t . T h e s ize o f t h e 

p r e s e n t s p e c i m e n a l s o f a l l s m u c h s h o r t o f t h e f o r 

m e r , m e a s u r i n g o n l y a b o u t t h r e e f e e t i n l e n g t h : 

i t s c o l o u r i s a n o b s c u r e b r o w n , w i t h s o m e i 11— 

d e f i n e d c l o u d s a n d p a t c h e s o f a d a r k e r c o l o u r d i s 

p e r s e d a l o n g t h e s ides a n d a b d o m e n : t h e s h a p e o f 

t h e v e n t , t h i c k n e s s o f b o d y , a n d s u d d e n c o n t r a c 

t i o n a t t h e b e g i n n i n g o f t h e t a i l , as w e l l as t h e 

c o m p a r a t i v e s ize a n d s h a p e o f t h a t p a r t a r e e x 

a c t l y s i m i l a r : t h e a b d o m e n , h o w e v e r , i n t h i s ser

p e n t is s l i g h t l y c a r i n a t e d b e n e a t h t o w a r d s t h e t a i l , 

w h i c h is a c i r c u m s t a n c e n o t p a r t i c u l a r i z e d i n M r . 
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H o r n s t e d ' s d e s c r i p t i o n o f t h e J a v a n spec ies . T h e 

p r e s e n t s p e c i m e n is i n t h e B r i t i s h M u s e u m , a n d 

t h e h i g h l y a c c u r a t e e n g r a v i n g w h i c h a c c o m p a n i e s 

t h i s a r t i c l e w i l l s h e w i n t h e m o s t s a t i s f a c t o r y 

m a n n e r t h e r e s e m b l a n c e s a n d d i s c r e p a n c e s b e 

t w e e n t h i s a n d t h e f o r m e r a n i m a l . I t s n a t i v e 

p l a c e is n o t p a r t i c u l a r i z e d . 

F A S C I A T E D A C R O C H O R D U S . 

Acrochordus Fasciatus. A.fuliginosus, abdomine carinato, fasciis 
lateralibus ascendentibus albidis. 

Fuliginous Acrochordus, wi th carinated abdomen, and whitish 
ascendent lateral bands. 

Hydrus granulatus. H. corpore scabro fuliginoso, fasciis albis in 
•centre latioribus cincto. Schneid. Amph. Fasc. 1. p. 243. 

T H I S i s so m u c h a l l i e d t o t h e p r e c e d i n g , t h a t i t 

m a y p e r h a p s b e d o u b t e d w h e t h e r i t r e a l l y d i f f e r s 

i n a n y o t h e r r e s p e c t t h a n a g e , s ize , a n d c a s t o f c o 

l o u r s , m e a s u r i n g a b o u t e i g h t e e n i n c h e s i n l e n g t h , 

a n d b e i n g o f a d u s k y - b r o w n c o l o u r , w i t h s e v e r a l 

p a l e r fasc iae w h i c h t a k e t h e i r r i s e f r o m t h e a b d o 

m e n , a n d a s c e n d o n t h e s i d e s : t h e a b d o m e n i s 

c a r i n a t e d , as i n t h e f o r m e r . T h i s is c e r t a i n l y t h e 

H y d r u s g r a n u l a t u s o f M r . S c h n e i d e r , w h o , i n h i s 

w o r k o n t h e A m p h i b i a , d e s c r i b e s i t as a w a t e r -

s n a k e , t h o u g h , s e e m i n g l y , w i t h o u t a n y o t h e r 

f o u n d a t i o n t h a n i t s h a v i n g a c a r i n a t e d a b d o m e n ; 

i t s o t h e r c h a r a c t e r s b y n o m e a n s a g r e e i n g w i t h 
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t h o s e o f t h e g e n u i n e H y d r i . M r . S c h n e i d e r o b 

se rves i t s n e a r a f f i n i t y w i t h t h e H o r n s t e d i a n A c r o 

c h o r d u s , b u t m e n t i o n s n o t h i n g p a r t i c u l a r r e l a 

t i v e t o i t s n a t i v e p l a c e . T h e s p e c i m e n is i n t h e 

B r i t i s h M u s e u m , a n d is v e r y a c c u r a t e l y r e p r e 

s e n t e d o n t h e a n n e x e d p l a t e . 
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A N G U I S . S L O W - W O R M . 

Generic Character. 

Squama abdominales et sub-
caudales. 

Scales bo th on the abdomeiJ 
and beneath the t a i l . 

H I S g e n u s is e a s i l y d i s t i n g u i s h e d b y h a v i n g 

t h e a b d o m e n a n d u n d e r p a r t o f t h e t a i l c o v e r e d 

w i t h sca les o f s i m i l a r a p p e a r a n c e t o t h o s e o n 

t h e r e s t o f t h e a n i m a l , e x c e p t t h a t i n s o m e f e w 

spec ies t h e y a r e r a t h e r l a r g e r : t o t h i s m a y b e 

a d d e d , t h a t t h e b o d y is o f a s h o r t e r a n d m o r e u n i 

f o r m l y c y l i n d r i c f o r m t h a n i n t h e g e n u s C o l u b e r , 

a n d t h a t t h e eyes a re , i n g e n e r a l , s m a l l , a n d t h e 

t a i l r a t h e r o b t u s e : n o p o i s o n o u s spec ies o f A n g u i s 

has y e t b e e n d i s c o v e r e d . T o t h e E n g l i s h g e n e r i c 

t i t l e , Slow-JVorm, s o m e o b j e c t i o n m a y p e r h a p s b e 

m a d e , a n d i t i s n o t t o b e i m a g i n e d t h a t a l l t h e 

a n i m a l s o f t h i s g e n u s a r e r e m a r k a b l y s l o w i n t h e i r 

m o t i o n s ; t h o u g h , f r o m t h e w a n t o f s c u t a , t h e y 

p e r h a p s m a y b e a l l o w e d t o m o v e w i t h less r a p i d i t y 

t h a n t h e g e n e r a l i t y o f S n a k e s , 
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C O M M O N S L O W - W O R M . 

Anguis Fragilis. A. griseo-rufescens, dorso fusco-striato, abdo
mine plumbeo. 

Rufous-grey Slow-Worm, wi th the back striated with brown, 
and lead-coloured abdomen. 

Anguis fragilis. Lin. Syst. Nat. p. 923. Laur. t. 5 . f . 2. 
Caecilia. Aldr. Gesn. Raj. Jonst. Src. 
Bl ind-Worm. Perm, Brit. Zool. 4. p. 23. pi. 4. 
Long-Cripple. Borl. Cornw. p. 284. pi. 28. mala. 
Abdominal scales 135, subcaudal 135. 

THIS species is found in almost all parts of Eu

r o p e i n s i m i l a r s i t u a t i o n s w i t h t h e c o m m o n S n a k e , 

a n d is a p e r f e c t l y i n n o x i o u s a n i m a l , l i v i n g o n 

w o r m s a n d i n s e c t s : i t s u s u a l l e n g t h is f r o m t e n t o 

t w e l v e i n c h e s , a n d s o m e t i m e s e v e n m o r e : i t s c o 

l o u r i s p a l e r u f o u s b r o w n a b o v e , w i t h t h r e e n a r 

r o w l o n g i t u d i n a l d o r s a l s t r e a k s o r l i n e s o f a d a r k e r 

c a s t ; a n d b e n e a t h a d e e p l e a d - c o l o u r : t h e h e a d i s 

r a t h e r s m a l l , a n d c o v e r e d i n f r o n t w i t h l a r g e 

sca les , as i n m o s t o t h e r i n n o x i o u s s e r p e n t s : t h e 

eyes a re v e r y s m a l l : t h e t a i l m e a s u r e s m o r e t h a n 

h a l f t h e l e n g t h o f t h e a n i m a l , a n d t e r m i n a t e s 

p r e t t y s u d d e n l y i n a s l i g h t l y a c u m i n a t e d t i p . 

T h e S l o w - W o r m is a v i v i p a r o u s a n i m a l , a n d s o m e 

t i m e s p r o d u c e s a v e r y n u m e r o u s o f f s p r i n g : l i k e 

o t h e r s e r p e n t s , i t v a r i e s i n i n t e n s i t y o f c o l o u r s a t 

d i f f e r e n t p e r i o d s , a n d t h e y o u n g a r e c o m m o n l y 

o f a d e e p e r c a s t t h a n t h e i r p a r e n t : t h e g e n e r a l 

m o t i o n s o f t h i s a n i m a l a r e r a t h e r s l o w t h a n 

o t h e r w i s e , e x c e p t w h e n e n d e a v o u r i n g t o e s c a p e ; 

a n d t h e v o u n g s e e m t o m o v e m o r e s l o w l v t h a n 
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t h e f u l l g r o w n o n e s : S l o w - W o r m s c a n , h o w e v e r , 

o c c a s i o n a l l y e x e r t a c o n s i d e r a b l e d e g r e e o f s w i f t 

ness , a n d c a n r e a d i l y p e n e t r a t e t h e l o o s e s o i l , i n 

o r d e r t o c o n c e a l t h e m s e l v e s f r o m p u r s u i t : t h e y 

a r e o f t e n f o u n d i n c o n s i d e r a b l e n u m b e r s , d u r i n g 

t h e w i n t e r season , a t s o m e d e p t h b e n e a t h t h e s u r 

f a c e ; r e t i r i n g o n t h e a p p r o a c h o f w i n t e r , a n d 

l y i n g i n a s t a t e o f t o r p i d i t y , a n d a g a i n e m e r g i n g 

f r o m t h e i r c o n c e a l m e n t s o n t h e a p p r o a c h o f 

s p r i n g , w h e n t h e y c a s t t h e i r s k i n , a n d r e c o v e r 

t h e i r f o r m e r l i v e l i n e s s . I t i s o b s e r v e d o f t h i s spe 

c i e s , as w e l l as o f s o m e o t h e r s , t h a t i f s t r u c k w i t h 

a n y d e g r e e o f v i o l e n c e , t h e b o d y n o t o n l y b r e a k s 

a b r u p t l y o n t h e s t r u c k p a r t , b u t e v e n s o m e t i m e s 

a t d i f f e r e n t p l a c e s : t h e s k i n i s r e m a r k a b l y s t r o n g , 

a n d t h e a n i m a l , w h e n h a n d l e d o r i r r i t a t e d , ha s a 

w a y o f s t i f f e n i n g i t s e l f b y s t r e t c h i n g t o i t s u t m o s t 

l e n g t h , i n w h i c h s t a t e , i f a n y p a r t o f t h e s k i n b e 

i n j u r e d , t h e s e p a r a t i o n s o o n t a k e s p l a c e i n c o n s e 

q u e n c e o f t h i s r i g i d i t y , i n s t e a d o f y i e l d i n g l i k e 

t h e m o r e l i m b e r b o d i e s o f t h e s n a k e s . 

Var. ? 

ABERDEEN SLOW-WORM. 

Anguis Eryx ? Lin. Syst. Nat. p. 923. Pain. Brit. Zool. 3. 
p. 33. 

Abdominal scales 126, subcaudal 136. 

THIS seems to be no other than a variety of the 

A . f r a g i l i s , d i f f e r i n g m e r e l y i n b e i n g s o m e t h i n g 

l a r g e r , a n d o f r a t h e r d a r k e r c o l o u r s : f o u n d i n 
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s o m e p a r t s o f S c o t l a n d , a n d , a c c o r d i n g t o L i n 

naeus, i n A m e r i c a a l s o . 

S P E C K L E D S L O W - W O R M . 

Anguis Meleagris. A. griseo-rufescens, undvpie fusco-punctata. 
Rufous-grey Slow-Worm, speckled on a l l sides wi th brown. 
Anguis Meleagris. Lin. Syst. Nat. p. 390. 
Serpens Caecilia seu Scytale. Seb. 2. t. 2 1 . f . 4 . 
Abdominal scales 16*5, subcaudal 32. 

THIS, according to Seba's figure quoted by 

L i n n a e u s , a p p e a r s so n e a r l y a l l i e d t o t h e c o m m o n 

S l o w - W o r m t h a t i t m i g h t a l m o s t b e c o n s i d e r e d as 

t h e s a m e a n i m a l , d i f f e r i n g i n t h e w a n t o f t h e d o r 

s a l s t r e a k s , a n d i n h a v i n g t h e w h o l e u p p e r s u r f a c e 

f r e c k l e d w i t h m i n u t e d e e p - b r o w n s p e c k s , t h e t i p 

o f e a c h s c a l e b e i n g o f t h a t c o l o u r : i t is a n a t i v e 

o f t h e E a s t I n d i e s . 

P A I N T E D S L O W - W O R M . 

Anguis Scytale. A. fulva, fasciis alternis nigris. 
Fulvous Slow-Worm, wi th alternate black bands. 
Anguis Scytale. Lin. Syst. Nat. p. 923. Mus. Ad. Frid. p. 

2 1 . t. 6 . f . 2. 
Merian Surin. t. 69. 
Abdominal scales 240, subcaudal 13. 

THE Painted Slow-Worm is a species of singu

l a r b e a u t y : i t s g e n e r a l l e n g t h i s a b o u t a f o o t a n d 

h a l f o r t w o f e e t , a n d i t s d i a m e t e r m o d e r a t e i n 
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p r o p o r t i o n : t h e g r o u n d - c o l o u r i s a r i c h y e l l o w -

f e r r u g i n o u s o r o r a n g e , o n w h i c h a r e d i s p o s e d , 

t h r o u g h o u t t h e w h o l e l e n g t h o f t h e a n i m a l , n u 

m e r o u s , m o d e r a t e l y b r o a d , e q u i d i s t a n t , j e t - b l a c k 

t r a n s v e r s e b a n d s , n o t c o n t i n u e d e n t i r e l y r o u n d t h e 

b o d y , b u t a l t e r n a t i n g w i t h e a c h o t h e r , a n d t e r m i 

n a t i n g * i n r o u n d e d e x t r e m i t i e s : t h e sca les o n t h e 

i n t e r m e d i a t e p a r t s a r e g e n e r a l l y t i p p e d w i t h b r o w n , 

e x h i b i t i n g m o r e o r less o f a s p e c k l e d a p p e a r a n c e 

o n t h e s k i n : w h e n t h i s a n i m a l , h o w e v e r , ha s b e e n 

p r e s e r v e d f o r a n y c o n s i d e r a b l e l e n g t h o f t i m e i n 

s p i r i t s , t h e o r a n g e - c o l o u r f a d e s i n t o w h i t e , i n c o n 

s e q u e n c e o f w h i c h , t h e s p e c i m e n s u s u a l l y seen i n 

M u s e u m s a p p e a r v a r i e g a t e d o n l y w i t h b l a c k a n d 

w h i t e : t h e h e a d is s m a l l , a n d t h e t a i l v e r y s h o r t , 

v i z . n o t a b o v e o n e t w e n t i e t h o f t h e w h o l e l e n g t h , 

a n d t e r m i n a t i n g o b t u s e l y : t h i s spec i e s i s a n a t i v e 

o f S o u t h A m e r i c a a n d s o m e o f t h e W e s t - I n d i a n 

i s l a n d s . 

C O R A L S L O W - W O R M . 

Anguis Corallina. A. rubescens, sanguineo-variatus. 
Pale-red Slow-Worm, wi th blood-red variegations. 
Anguis corallinus. Lin. Syst. Nat. Gmel. p. 1123. 
Serpens coralloides Brasiliensis rubra. Seb. 2. t. 73. f . 2. 

A LARGE and highly elegant species: length 

a b o u t a f o o t a n d h a l f : t h i c k n e s s v e r y c o n s i d e r 

a b l e : g r o u n d - c o l o u r p a l e r e d , w i t h v e r y b r o a d 

a l t e r n a t i n g fasc iae a n d v a r i e g a t i o n s o f d e e p c o r a l 

r e d : t h e sca les a r e m o d e r a t e l y l a r g e , a n d o f a 
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r o u n d e d f o r m , a n d t h e h e a d a n d t a i l a r e r e m a r k 

a b l y o b t u s e . T h i s b e a u t i f u l a n i m a l is a n a t i v e o f 

S o u t h A m e r i c a , w h e r e i t i s s a i d t o b e f o u n d i n 

w o o d s , a n d t o p r e y o n t h e l a r g e r i n s e c t s , as s c o l o -

p e n d r a s , & c . & c . : i n c o l o u r i t s o m e t i m e s v a r i e s , a 

m i x t u r e o f b l a c k b e i n g b l e n d e d w i t h t h e r e d o n 

t h e s ides , a n d t h e b a n d s m o r e n u m e r o u s i n s o m e 

s p e c i m e n s t h a n i n o t h e r s . 

B L A C K - B A N D E D S L O W - W O R M . 

Anguis Ater. 4. albus nigro fasciatus. 
White Slow-Worm, wi th black bands. 
Anguis Ater . Lin. Syst. Nat. Gmel. p. 1123. 
Amphisbaena Ceilonica foemina. Seb. 2. t. 73. f . 3. 

MUCH allied in general appearance to the pre

c e d i n g , b u t d i f f e r i n g i n c o l o u r , b e i n g w h i t e w i t h 

b l a c k b a n d s : t h e a b d o m i n a l sca les , a c c o r d i n g t o 

Seba s f i g u r e , o n t h e a u t h o r i t y o f w h i c h t h i s spec i e s 

i s g i v e n , a r e s o m e w h a t d i l a t e d , so as t o a p p r o a c h 

i n s o m e d e g r e e t o t h o s e i n t h e g e n u s Coluber ; n a 

t i v e o f S o u t h A m e r i c a . 
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GLASS S L O W - W O R M . 

Anguis Ventralis. A. nigro-virescens, Jlavo punctatus, abdomine 
brevissimo Jlavo, sulco laterali. 

Blackish-green Slow-Worm, speckled wi th yellow, wi th very 
short yellow abdomen, wi th a lateral furrow. 

Anguis ventralis. Lin. Syst. Nat. p. 923. 
Glass Snake. Catesb. Carol. 2. pi. 59. 
Abdominal scales 127, subcaudal 222. 

THIS is a moderately large and handsome spe

c ies : g e n e r a l l e n g t h a b o u t a f o o t a n d h a l f o r t w o 

f e e t : c o l o u r g r e e n i s h b r o w n , e l e g a n t l y m o t t l e d w i t h 

s m a l l p a l e y e l l o w a n d b l a c k f r e c k l e s : t h e u n d e r 

p a r t s p a l e y e l l o w : t h e h e a d s m a l l : f r o m t h e c o r 

n e r s o f t h e m o u t h t o t h e v e n t , a l o n g e a c h s i d e o f t h e 

b o d y , r u n s a d e e p f u r r o w , s e p a r a t i n g t h e a b d o m e n , 

w h i c h i s r e m a r k a b l y s h o r t , f r o m t h e u p p e r p a r t s : 

t h e t a i l i s m o r e t h a n t w i c e t h e l e n g t h o f t h e a b d o 

m e n , a n d t e r m i n a t e s s o m e w h a t m o r e a c u t e l y t h a n 

i s u s u a l i n t h i s g e n u s : t h e b o d y i s m a r k e d a b o v e 

b y s e v e r a l r o w s o f s l i g h t l y e l e v a t e d str iae, w h i c h 

g i v e t h e a n i m a l a g e n e r a l r e s e m b l a n c e , e x c e p t ' i n 

c o l o u r , t o t h e r e m a r k a b l e l i z a r d t e r m e d Lacerta 

apoda. T h i s spec ies i s a n a t i v e o f N o r t h A m e 

r i c a , a n d i s n o t u n c o m m o n i n C a r o l i n a , w h e r e i t 

i s k n o w n b y t h e n a m e o f t h e G l a s s S n a k e . C a 

t e s b y i n f o r m s u s t h a t " a s m a l l b l o w o f a s t i c k 

causes t h e b o d y t o s e p a r a t e , n o t o n l y a t t h e p l a c e 

s t r u c k , b u t a t t w o o r t h r e e o t h e r p l a c e s , t h e m u s 

c l e s b e i n g a r t i c u l a t e d q u i t e t h r o u g h t h e v e r t e 

b r a e . " 
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S P O T T E D S L O W - W O R M . 

Anguis Maculata. A. jiava, taenia dorsali alternato-fasaata 
nigra. 

Yellow Slow-Worm, wi th an alternately-fasciated black dorsal 
band. 

Anguis maculata. Lin. Syst. Nat. p. 391. Mus. Ad. Frid. 
p. 2 1 . t. 21. f . 3. 

Tucuman, & c . dicta Serpens ex Paraguaja. Seb. 2. t. 100 . / . 2. 
Serpens Amphisbama orientalis. Seb. 1. t. 53./. 7. 
Abdominal scales 200, subcaudal 12. 

LE NGTH about a foot and half or two feet: 

t h i c k n e s s m o d e r a t e : c o l o u r y e l l o w o r o r a n g e , w i t h 

a b l a c k d o r s a l l i n e , o n e a c h s i d e o f w h i c h a re n u 

m e r o u s , n a r r o w , a l t e r n a t i n g , t r a n s v e r s e b a n d s o f 

t h e s a m e c o l o u r , c o n t i n u e d t h r o u g h o u t t h e w h o l e 

l e n g t h : t h e a b d o m e n is t r a v e r s e d b y less n u m e 

r o u s b u t b r o a d e r b a n d s o f a d u s k y c o l o u r : n a 

t i v e o f S o u t h A m e r i c a . 

VAR. ? 

WITH red instead of black variegations 

v . i n . p . i t . 3 8 
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B L A C K - S P O T T E D S L O W - W O R M ? 

Anguis ? leucomelas. A. albus. serie triplici vel quadrvplici ma-
cularum dorsalium nigrarum. 

White, Slow-Worm ? with a triple or quadruple dorsal series of 
black spots. 

Vipera Brasiliensis Tetzaukcoatl dicta. Seb. 2. t. 78. / . 2, 3. 

A BEAUTIFUL serpent; figured in the work of 

S e b a : l e n g t h a b o u t t w o f e e t : c o l o u r a b o v e m i l k -

w h i t e , w i t h a t r i p l e r o w o f b l a c k s p o t s d o w n t h e 

u p p e r p a r t , t h e m i d d l e r a n g e b e i n g d i v i d e d b y a 

n a r r o w fillet o f t h e w h i t e g r o u n d - c o l o u r : s ides 

a n d a b d o m e n t i n g e d w i t h y e l l o w : h e a d w h i t e , 

l a r g e - s c a l e d , a n d m i n u t e l y s p e c k l e d w i t h b l a c k : 

t a i l r a t h e r s h o r t , a n d t e r m i n a t i n g s o m e w h a t o b 

t u s e l y : t h i s spec ies h a s t h e h a b i t o f a Coluber i n 

s o m e d e g r e e , a n d i s s a i d b y S e b a t o b e s m o o t h * 

r o u n d , a n d p l u m p , w i t h a n o b t u s e t a i l . 

R U F O U S S L O W - W O R M . 

Anguis Rufa. A. tota cupreo-rufa. 
Slow-Worm entirely of a coppery rufous colour. 
Amphisbaena Amboinensis, squamis rubieundis obducta. Seb. 

2. t. 7 . f . 4. 

LENGTH about a foot and half: thickness mo

d e r a t e : c o l o u r a u n i f o r m h i g h r u f o u s o r c o p p e r y 

b r o w n , w i t h a w h i t e s p o t n e a r t h e t i p o f t h e t a i l : 

scales o f m o d e r a t e s ize , r o u n d e d , a n d e a c h m a r k e d 

b y a d u s k y c e n t r a l s p e c k : n a t i v e o f A m b o i n a . 
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R E T I C U L A T E D S L O W - W O R M . 

Anguis Reticulata. A. rosea, squamis rhombeis cute interjecta 
alba reticulatis. 

Rose-coloured Slow-Worm, with rhomboid scales, reticulated 
by the interstitial white skin. 

Amphisbaena Amboinensis, corio quasi reticulato conspicua. 
Seb. 2. t. 7 . f . 3. 

OF similar size and habit with the preceding-, 

b u t o f a s t r o n g o r d e e p r o s e - c o l o u r , c o v e r e d w i t h 

r h o m b o i d sca les , so p l a c e d as e v e r y w h e r e t o l e a v e 

d e c u s s a t i o n s o f w h i t e b e t w e e n t h e s e v e r a l r o w s , t h e 

s k i n a p p e a r i n g t h r o u g h t h e i n t e r s t i c e s : a l o n g t h e 

s ides a r e a f e w o b l o n g w h i t e p a t c h e s , w h i c h f o r m 

a k i n d o f fasc iae as t h e y a p p r o a c h t h e t a i l , t h e t i p 

o f w h i c h i s w h i t e : t h e h e a d i s a l s o o b s c u r e l y s u r 

r o u n d e d b y a w h i t e z o n e : n a t i v e o f A m b o i n a . 

S N O U T E D S L O W - W O R M . 

Anguis Nasuta. A. atroviresens, subtusflam, naso elongato. 
Greenish-black Slow-Worm, yellow beneath, with elongated 

snout. 
Anguis rostratus. C. L. JVeigel Mem. des Curicux de la Nature 

de Berlin, 3. p. 1£)0. 
Abdominal scales 218, subcaudal 12. 

DESCRIBED by Mr. VTeigel in the Berlin Me

m o i r s : l e n g t h a b o u t a f o o t : c o l o u r g r e e n i s h b l a c k 

a b o v e , a n d y e l l o w b e n e a t h , e x t e n d i n g i n s o m e 

p a r t s a l i t t l e w a y u p t h e s i d e s : u p p e r l i p c o n s i d e r -
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a b l y l o n g e r t h a n t h e l o w e r , a n d m a r k e d o n t h e 

t i p b y a y e l l o w s p o t : t a i l t e r m i n a t e d b y a h o r n y 

t i p , a n d m a r k e d b y a y e l l o w s p o t a n d tAvo o b l i q u e 

yeliOAV b a n d s : n a t i v e o f S u r i n a m . 

J A M A I C A SLOAV-AVORM. 

Anguis Jamaicensis. A. subargenteo-juscescens, corpore sensim in-
crassato, cauda abrupte subacuminata. 

Silvery-brownish Slow-Worm, with the body gradually thick
ening, and the ta i l abruptly subacuminate. 

Amphisbaena subargentea. Silver Snake. Brown Jam. p. 46*0. 
pi. 4 4 . / . 1. 

Serpens Caecilia ex Mauritania. Seb. 1. t. 8 7 . / 2. 
Anguis lumbricalis ? Lin. Syst. Nat. p. 391 . 

THE length of this species, according to BroAvn, 

i n h i s H i s t o r y o f J a m a i c a , s e l d o m e x c e e d s s i x t e e n 

i n c h e s , a n d t h e d i a m e t e r o f t h e a n i m a l g r a d u a l l y 

i n c r e a s e s f r o m t h e s n o u t t o t h e t a i l , A v h i c h i s e x 

t r e m e l y s h o r t , a n d t e r m i n a t e s i n a s l i g h t l y p o i n t e d 

e x t r e m i t y : i t i s f o u n d a b o u t t h e r o o t s o f d e c a y e d 

t r ees , n e a r a n t s ' n e s t s , & c . a n d t h o u g h p o p u l a r l y 

c o n s i d e r e d as p o i s o n o u s , i s e n t i r e l y i n n o c u o u s : i t s 

c o l o u r i s a u n i f o r m p a l e b roAVn, w i t h a k i n d o f 

s i l v e r y g l o s s o n t h e scales , w h i c h a re e x t r e m e l y 

s m o o t h , r e s e m b l i n g i n s o m e d e g r e e t h o s e o f t h e 

S c i n k . 
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P U N C T U L A T E D S L O W - W O R M . 

Rondoo Talooloo Pam. Russ. Ind. Serp. p. 48. pi. 43. 

A SMALL species, about six inches in length, 

a n d o f t h e d i a m e t e r o f a h e n q u i l l , c r e a m - c o l o u r e d , 

a n d p o w d e r e d w i t h i n n u m e r a b l e b l a c k d o t s : t a i l 

m o s t e x t r e m e l y s h o r t a n d s u b a c u m i n a t e . T h i s 

species i s d e s c r i b e d i n D r . R u s s e l ' s w o r k o n t h e 

I n d i a n S e r p e n t s : i t is c o m m o n i n Vizagapatam, a n d 

is v u l g a r l y c o n s i d e r e d as m i s c h i e v o u s : i t m o v e s 

w i t h i n c r e d i b l e s w i f t n e s s , a n d a s p e c i m e n i m 

m e r s e d i n s p i r i t s r e m a i n e d a l i v e m o r e t h a n t e n 

m i n u t e s . 

D r . R u s s e l d e s c r i b e s a n d f i g u r e s a l a r g e r spec ies 

u n d e r t h e s a m e n a m e , w h i c h seems t o b e n o o t h e r 

t h a n a v a r i e t y o f t h e A. Meleagris, d i f f e r i n g i n 

h a v i n g a l o n g e r t a i l t h a n u s u a l . 

C L I V I A N S L O W - W O R M . 

Anguis Clivica. A. ex cinereo fusca, frontis scuto majori cordato. 
Cinereous-brown Slow-Worm, with a large cordated frontal 

scale. 
Anguis Clivicus. Lin. Lust. Nat. Gmel. p. 1122. Gesn. Serp. 

p. 69. 
Abdominal scales 177, subcaudal 37- Grcnov. 

SAID to be frequent in the Dutchy of Cleves, 

. b u t seems a spec ies n o t y e t c o m p l e t e l y d e s c r i b e d . 



590 

S E B A N S L O W - W O R M . 

Scytalas Americana?. Seb. 2. t. 2.f. 1, 2, 3, 4. 

A SMALL species, figured and slightly described 

i n t h e w o r k o f S e b a : l e n g t h a b o u t t e n i n c h e s : 

g e n e r a l p r o p o r t i o n s t h o s e o f t h e c o m m o n S l o w -

W o r m : c o l o u r v e r y p a l e y e l l o w i s h b r o w n , t h i c k l y 

s p e c k l e d w i t h p a l e b l u e , b r o w n , a n d b l a c k s p o t s : 

h e a d i n s o m e s p e c i m e n s r e d d i s h , i n o t h e r s b l u e : 

n a t i v e o f S o u t h A m e r i c a . 
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A M P H I S B i E N A . A M P H I S B i E N A . 

Generic Character. 

Corpus teres, sequale. II Body cylindric, equal. 

Annuli t r unc i caudseque. Annular divisions bo th on 

II body and t a i l . 

WHITE AMPHISBAENA.-

Amphisbaena Alba. A. tota alba. 
Amphisbaena entirely white. 
Amphisbaena alba. Lin. Syst. Nat. p. 393. Mus. Ad. Frid. 

p. 20. t. 6 . f . 2. 
Serpens Caecilia Americana. Seb. 2. p. 25. t. 24>.f. I . 

T^H E remarkable genus Amphisbaena, much al

l i e d t o t h a t o f Anguis, a n d e v e n , i n s o m e d e g r e e , 

t o t h a t o f Lacerta, i s v e r y r e a d i l y d i s t i n g u i s h e ' d * 

b y t h e m a n n e r i n w h i c h t h e e x t e r i o r s u r f a c e o f 

i t s s k i n i s m a r k e d i n t o w e l l - d e f i n e d n u m e r o u s 

c i r c l e s o r r i n g s c o m p l e t e l y s u r r o u n d i n g t h e b o d y , 

a n d d i v i d e d i n a l o n g i t u d i n a l d i r e c t i o n b y s t i l l 

m o r e n u m e r o u s s t r a i t l i n e s ; t h u s f o r m i n g so m a n y 

s q u a r e o r p a r a l l e l o g r a m m i c scales . O n l y t w o 

spec ies o f t h i s g e n u s h a v e h i t h e r t o b e e n d i s c o 

v e r e d , o f w h i c h t h e p r e s e n t i s t h e l a r g e s t , m e a 

s u r i n g f r o m f i f t e e n o r e i g h t e e n i n c h e s t o t w o f e e t 
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o r m o r e i n l e n g t h , a n d b e i n g o f a c o n s i d e r a b l e 

t h i c k n e s s i n p r o p o r t i o n : i t s f o r m is e q u a l l y c y 

l i n d r i c t h r o u g h o u t ; t h e h e a d , w h i c h i s c o v e r e d 

w i t h l a r g e scales , b e i n g o f s c a r c e g r e a t e r d i a m e t e r 

t h a n t h e b o d y , a n d t h e t a i l , w h i c h i s v e r y s h o r t , 

t e r m i n a t i n g i n a r o u n d e d e x t r e m i t y . T h e c o l o u r o f 

t h i s species i s w h i t e , b u t i n s o m e s p e c i m e n s t i n g e d 

w i t h p a l e r o s e - c o l o u r , w h i l e i n o t h e r s t h e h e a d 

a n d b a c k i n c l i n e t o a p a l e y e l l o w i s h o r b r o w n i s h 

c a s t ; t h e h e a d is v e r y s h o r t , t h e eyes v e r y s m a l l , 

t h e s n o u t o b t u s e , t h e m o u t h o f m o d e r a t e w i d t h , 

t h e t e e t h s h o r t , s t r o n g , n o t v e r y s h a r p l y p o i n t e d , 

a n d c o n s t i t u t i n g a s i n g l e r o w o f a b o u t f o u r t e e n 

o r s i x t e e n i n e a c h j a w : t h e t o n g u e is v e r y l a r g e , 

b r o a d , t h i c k , f l a t t i s h , a n d b i f i d o n l y a t t h e t i p , 

t h e s u r f a c e o f t h e base a p p e a r i n g s c a l y : t h e t a i l , 

i n s p e c i m e n s o f a b o u t t w o f e e t , i s s c a r c e l y m o r e 

t h a n t w o i n c h e s # i n l e n g t h : t h e u s u a l n u m b e r o f 

c i r c l e s i n t h i s s n a k e is o b s e r v e d t o be a b o u t t w o 

h u n d r e d a n d t w e n t y - t h r e e o n t h e b o d y , a n d s i x 

t e e n o n t h e t a i l . I t i s a n a t i v e o f S o u t h A m e 

r i c a , w h e r e i t i s f o u n d i n w o o d s , p r e y i n g o n i n 

sec ts , w o r m s , & c . I t i s a h a r m l e s s a n i m a l , b u t i t 

i s s a i d t h a t o n h a n d l i n g i t f o r s o m e t i m e t h e s k i n 

b e c o m e s a f f e c t e d w i t h a s l i g h t i t c h i n g , a c c o m 

p a n i e d b y s m a l l p u s t u l e s , o w i n g t o a n a c r i m o n i 

o u s m o i s t u r e , e x s u d i n g f r o m t h e a n i m a l . 

* In the Museum Adolphi Friderici the tail of this species is 
mistakenly said to be a sixth part of the whole length instead of 
a twelfth, 
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F U L I G I N O U S A M P H I S B A E N A . 

Amphisbaena Fuliginosa. A. albo nigroque varia. 
Amphisbaena with black and white variegations. 
A . fuliginosa. Lin. Syst. Nat. p. 923. 
Amphisbaena, Apamea, & c . & c . Seb. 1.1. 88. and 2. t. 118. 

22. 24. 73. 100, SfC. 

THIS, which seems rarely to equal the preced

i n g i n s ize , i s a t a l l t i m e s r e a d i l y d i s t i n g u i s h e d b y 

i t s c o l o u r s ; t h e g e n e r a l c a s t b e i n g a p u r p l i s h o r 

b l a c k i s h b r o w n , v a r i e g a t e d i n a n i r r e g u l a r m a n n e r 

o n a l l s ides b y s c a t t e r e d a n d b r o k e n p a t c h e s o f 

y e l l o w i s h w h i t e , t h e o u t l i n e s o r d i v i s i o n s o f e a c h 

v a r i e g a t i o n b e i n g a l w a y s r e c t a n g u l a r : t h e g e n e r a l 

f o r m is t h e s a m e as i n t h e p r e c e d i n g species , b u t 

t h e h e a d i s r a t h e r l o n g e r i n p r o p o r t i o n : t h e s k i n 

i s v e r y s t r o n g , a n d t h e d i v i s i o n s b o t h o f t h e 

a n n u l i a n d sca les e x t r e m e l y d i s t i n c t o r s t r o n g l y 

m a r k e d : s o m e t i m e s i t v a r i e s i n i t s c o l o u r s , e x 

h i b i t i n g p r e t t y v i v i d v a r i e g a t i o n s o f y e l l o w o n 

a p u r p l e o r v i o l e t g r o u n d - c o l o u r ; a n d a t o t h e r 

t i m e s a n e q u a l l y r e m a r k a b l e c o n t r a s t o f b l a c k 

a n d w h i t e : i t i s p r o b a b l e t h a t i n t h e l i v i n g a n i m a l 

t h e r e i s a l w a y s a c a s t o f p u r p l e o r v i o l e t i n t h e 

g r o u n d - c o l o u r , a n d o f y e l l o w i n t h e v a r i e g a t i o n s . 

I t i s b y n o m e a n s u n c o m m o n i n m a n y p a r t s o f 

S o u t h A m e r i c a , r e s e m b l i n g t h e f o r m e r spec ies i n 

i t s m a n n e r s , a n d b e i n g e q u a l l y i n n o x i o u s . T h e 

C o u n t d e C e p e d e o b s e r v e s , t h a t a b o v e t h e v e n t 

j s a r o w o f s m a l l p e r f o r a t e d p a p i l l a ? , s i m i l a r t o 
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t h o s e i n m a n y o f t h e L i z a r d t r i b e . T h e s k i n 

o f t h e A m p h i s b a m a e i s r e m a r k a b l y s t r o n g a n d 

t e n a c i o u s , a n d o f a s m o o t h o r g l o s s y s u r f a c e , a n d 

i t i s p r o b a b l e t h a t t h e y a r e e n a b l e d w i t h g r e a t 

f a c i l i t y t o p e r f o r a t e t h e g r o u n d s o m e w h a t i n t h e 

m a n n e r o f e a r t h w o r m s , i n o r d e r t o o b t a i n o c c a 

s i o n a l s u p p l i e s o f f o o d . 
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C E C I L I A . C E C I L I A . 

Generic Character. 

Corpus teres, aequales. 

Ruga laterales t r u n c i cau-
daeque. 

Body cy l indr ic , equal. 

Wrinkles on the sides both 

o f body and t a i l . 

E E L - S H A P E D C i E C I L I A . 

Caecilia Tentaculata. C. anguilliformis, rugis distantibus, rostra 
tentaculato. 

Eel-shaped Caecilia, wi th distant wrinkles and tentaculated 
snout. 

Caecilia tentaculata. Amoen. Acad. I . p. 498. t. 13. f . 1. 
L'Ibiare . Cepede Ovip. p. 466.pl. 2 1 . 

TTliE length of this species is about a foot, and 

i t s g e n e r a l a p p e a r a n c e t h a t o f a s m a l l E e l : i t s c o 

l o u r i s a l i v i d b r o w n , t h e a b d o m e n p a l e r o r w h i t 

i s h : t h e h e a d i s n o t l a r g e r t h a n t h e b e g i n n i n g o f 

t h e t r u n k , a n d i t i s o f a s o m e w h a t t a p e r f o r m , t h e 

u p p e r l i p p r o j e c t i n g b e y o n d t h e l o w e r : t h e eyes 

a r e e x t r e m e l y s m a l l : t h e n o s t r i l s s e a t e d a t t h e t i p 

o f t h e s n o u t , a n d i m m e d i a t e l y b e n e a t h e a c h is a n 

e x t r e m e l y s m a l l c i r r h u s o f b e a r d : t h e m o u t h is 

f u r n i s h e d i n e a c h j a w w i t h a r o w o f v e r y s m a l l 

s h a r p t e e t h : a c r o s s t h e s ides o f t h e b o d y , f r o m 

http://466.pl
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h e a d t o t a i l , r u n n u m e r o u s , s e m i - a n n u l a r , a n d 

p r e t t y d i s t i n c t f u r r o w s o r w r i n k l e s , w h i c h a r e 

a b o u t a h u n d r e d a n d t h i r t y - f i v e i n n u m b e r ; t h o s e 

o n t h e u p p e r p a r t s b e i n g m o d e r a t e l y d i s t a n t f r o m 

e a c h o t h e r , b u t b e c o m i n g m o r e c l o s e o r n u m e r o u s 

as t h e y a p p r o a c h t h e e x t r e m i t y , a l m o s t i m m e d i 

a t e l y b e n e a t h w h i c h i s s i t u a t e d t h e v e n t , t h e r e 

b e i n g , p r o p e r l y s p e a k i n g , n o d i s t i n c t t a i l : t h e 

s k i n o f t h e w h o l e b o d y w h e n c l o s e l y i n s p e c t e d , i s 

f o u n d t o b e c o v e r e d w i t h e x t r e m e l y m i n u t e p a 

p i l l a e o r g r a n u l e s . T h i s a n i m a l seems t o h a v e b e e n 

first d e s c r i b e d a n d figured i n t h e A m o e n i t a t e s A c a 

d e m i c a l . I t is a n a t i v e o f S o u t h A m e r i c a , a n d i s 

s a i d t o b e o f a n i n n o x i o u s n a t u r e . T h e s p e c i m e n 

i n t h e B r i t i s h M u s e u m m e a s u r e s a t l e a s t e i g h t e e n 

i n c h e s i n l e n g t h , t h e w r i n k l e s o n t h e s ides b e i n g 

a fifth o f a n i n c h d i s t a n t f r o m e a c h o t h e r : t h o s e 

n e a r t h e e x t r e m i t y t h e t e n t h o r t w e l f t h o f a n i n c h . 

W H I T E - S I D E D C A E C I L I A . 

Caecilia Glutinosa. C. fusca, rugis confertissimis, linea laterali 
albida. 

Brown Caecilia, wi th extremely close wrinkleis, and whitish la 
teral line. 

Serpens Caecilia Ceilonica. Seb. 2. p. 26, t. 25. f . 2. 
Caecilia glutinosa. Lin. Syst. Nat. p. 393. Mus. Ad. Frid. 

p. 19. t. 6 . f . 1. 

This, which was first described by Seba, is about 

t h e s a m e l e n g t h a n d d i a m e t e r w i t h t h e f o r m e r , b u t 

h a s a l a r g e , t u m i d h e a d , a n d w i d e r n o s t r i l s , w i t h -
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o u t a n y a p p e a r a n c e o f t e n t a c u l a : t h e c o l o u r o f 

b o t h h e a d a n d b o d y is d e e p b r o w n , a n d a l o n g 

e a c h s i d e r u n s a b r o a d w h i t i s h s t r i p e ; t h e w r i n k l e s 

a r e e x t r e m e l y c l o s e a n d n u m e r o u s , a n d d i s p o s e d 

i n s u c h a m a n n e r as t o f o r m a s l i g h t c a r i n a a l o n g 

t h e s ides o n t h e w h i t e s t r i p e . I t i s a n a t i v e o f 

S o u t h A m e r i c a : t h e i n d i v i d u a l d e s c r i b e d b y L i n 

naeus i n t i i e M u s . A d . F r i d . is s a i d t o h a v e h a d 

a s m a l l h e a d , b u t i n e v e r y o t h e r r e s p e c t a p p e a r s 

t o h a v e r e s e m b l e d Seba 's s p e c i m e n . 

S L E N D E R C E C I L I A . 

Caecilia Gracilis. C.fusca, lumbriciformis. 
Brown Caecilia, resembling an earth-worm in shape. 
Caecilia tentaculata. Mus. Ad. Frid. p. 19. t. 5./. 2. 

LENGTH thirteen inches and three quarters : 

d i a m e t e r , w h i c h is p e r f e c t l y e q u a l t h r o u g h o u t , o n e 

fifth o f a n i n c h : s k i n s m o o t h , b u t w h e n c l o s e l y 

e x a m i n e d a p p e a r i n g m o s t m i n u t e l y g r a n u l a t e d - : 

r ugae l a t e r a l , s e m i - a n n u l a r , n o t s t r o n g l y m a r k e d , 

a n d a b o u t t h e t e n t h o f a n i n c h d i s t a n t f r o m e a c h 

o t h e r : h e a d n o t p e r c e p t i b l y l a r g e r t h a n t h e b o d y , 

a n d o b t u s e l y t a p e r i n g a t t h e m o u t h : u p p e r j a w 

l o n g e r t h a n t h e l o w e r , t h e m o u t h b e i n g p l a c e d 

s o m e w h a t b e n e a t h ; a b o u t t h e e i g h t h o f a n i n c h 

w i d e : t e e t h n o t d i s t i n c t l y v i s i b l e , b u t m a y b e f e l t 

i n b o t h j a w s b y m e a n s o f a p i n : n o s t r i l s s m a l l , r a 

t h e r d i s t a n t , a n d s e a t e d a t t h e t i p o f t h e s n o u t o n 
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e a c h s i d e : a t a s m a l l d i s t a n c e b e t w e e n t h e s e a r e 

t w o m i n u t e p a p i l l a e o r t e n t a c u l a r v e n t i m m e d i a t e l y 

b e n e a t h t h e t i p o f t h e t a i l , s m a l l , a n d b y i t s o u t l i n e 

f o r m i n g e i g h t o r n i n e c r e n a t u r e s r o u n d t h e f o r a 

m e n : rugae f o r a b o u t a n i n c h b e f o r e t h e e n d c l o s e r 

t h a n o n t h e r e s t o f t h e b o d y : s k i n o f t h e h e a d p e r 

f e c t l y s m o o t h , o r w i t h o u t t h e m i n u t e g r a n u l a t i o n s 

d i s p e r s e d o v e r a l l t h e r e s t o f t h e a n i m a l : n o a p 

p e a r a n c e o f e y e s : c o l o u r o f t h e w h o l e a n u n i f o r m 

d u l l b r o w n . I t i s s u p p o s e d t o b e a n a t i v e o f 

S o u t h A m e r i c a * * 

I C A N N O T c o n c l u d e t h e e n u m e r a t i o n o f t h e 

S e r p e n t t r i b e w i t h o u t o b s e r v i n g , t h a t t h i s b r a n c h 

o f N a t u r a l H i s t o r y s t i l l r e q u i r e s m u c h e l u c i d a 

t i o n , a n d is , p e r h a p s , o f a l l o t h e r s , t h e m o s t l i a b l e 

t o e r r o r s a n d u n c e r t a i n t i e s . T h e L i n n a e a n c h a r a c 

t e r s o f t h e s e a n i m a l s , i n t h e S j T s t e m a N a t u r a e , a r e , 

f r o m t h e i r e x t r e m e b r e v i t y , b u t i l l c a l c u l a t e d f o r 

g e n e r a l i n f o r m a t i o n , n o r c a n i t b e s u r p r i s i n g t h a t 

t h e y s h o u l d n o w b e c o n s i d e r e d as c o n s t i t u t i n g l i t t l e 

m o r e t h a n a m e r e ser ies o f m e m o r a n d u m s r e l a t i v e 

t o a b d o m i n a l a n d s u b c a u d a l s c a l e s ; w h i l e m a n y 

o f t h e m o s t r e m a r k a b l e s e r p e n t s i n t h e w o r k s o f 

S c h e u c h z e r a n d Seba , s e e m t o h a v e b e e n e n t i r e l y 

n e g l e c t e d , a p p a r e n t l y f o r n o o t h e r r e a s o n t h a n 

t h a t t h e n u m b e r o f t h e s e p a r t s c o u l d n o t b e a sce r -

* In the Museum Adolphi Friderici it is figured under the name 
of C. tentaculata, and appears to be confounded with that species.. 
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t a i n e d : as i f t h e e x t e r n a l f o r m a n d c o l o u r s o f t h e 

a n i m a l s w e r e o f n o i m p o r t a n c e i n t h e s p e c i f i c c h a 

r a c t e r . O n t h i s s u b j e c t t h e o b s e r v a t i o n s o f M r . 

S c h n e i d e r a p p e a r t o b e p e r f e c t l y j u s t . 

* ' I n g e n i a c u r i o s o r u m p r i m u s a c u i t L i n n a e u s 

a d i n v e s t i g a n d a s c o r p o r u m n a t u r a l i u m a t q u e a n i -

m a l i u m n o t a s ; v e r u m p o s t q u a m a c c e d e n t e p h i l o -

s o p h i a e t z o o t o m i a p o i n o e r i a s c i en t i ae n a t u r a l i s 

m u l t o l a t i u s p r o m o t a f u e r u n t , r a r o c u r i o s o r u m 

l e c t o r u m d e s i d e r i o s a t i s f a c i u n t b r e v e s a m p h i b i o -

r u m n o t a t i o n e s s i n g u l i s s p e c i e b u s i n s y s t e m a t e 

L i n n a e a n o a p p o s i t a e . " 

M r . S c h n e i d e r g o e s o n t o o b s e r v e , t h a t , u n l e s s 

a m o r e a m p l e m o d e o f d e s c r i p t i o n b e a d o p t e d , 

t h e r e i s r e a s o n t o a p p r e h e n d t h a t t h e a u t h o r i t y o f 

t h e L i n n a e a n c h a r a c t e r s o f t h e A m p h i b i a , a n d o f 

S e r p e n t s i n p a r t i c u l a r , w i l l b e c o m e e n t i r e l y o b 

s o l e t e . 

" A u c t o e n i m a m p h i b i o r u m c o g n i t o r u m n u -

m e r o , p l u r e s f o r m a e n o t a s c u m p l u r i b u s s p e c i e b u s 

c o m m u n i c a r i f u i t necesse , q u a s i l l e , q u i b u s d a m 

p r o p r i a s p u t a v e r a t ; p l u r e s e t i a m o m i s i s s e i l i u m 

p r o b a b i l e es t o b s c u r a s i n e x e m p l i s j u n i o r i b u s v e l 

v i n a c e o l i q u o r e n i m i s m a c e r a t i s , v e l c o n t e m s i s s e 

a d e o v e l u t i n u t i l e s , d u m ipse n i m i s s c u t o r u m n u -

m e r o c o n f i d e b a t , q u a s d e i n d e i n a d u l t i s e t r e c t e 

c o g n k i s e x e m p l i s e m i n e n t i o r e s o b s e r v a v i t c u r i o 

s o r u m d i l i g e n t i a , v e l a s s u m e r e i n v e s t i g a t a s c o e g i t 

d u b i t a t i o e t c r i t e r i o r u m L i n n a e a n o r u m c o g n i t a v a -

n i t a s . Q u o d n i s i fit, p r o p e ades t , u t v e r e a r , n e 



600 

b r e v i o m n i s L i n n a e a n i S y s t e m a t i s a u c t o r i t a s i n 

e n a r r a n d a s e r p e n t i u m h i s t o r i a n a t u r a l i p l a n e u t i n 

m e t a l l o r u m h i s t o r i a f a c t u m est , e v i l e s c a t . C o r n -

p a g e s q u i d e m t o t i u s f a b r i c a e j a m o m n e s i n p o s -

t r e m a e d i t i o n e s o l u t a s esse v i d e o , a t q u e i p s a f u n -

d a m e n t a eo i n c l i n a r e m i h i v i d e n t u r , u t r u i n a a?di-

ficii s i t t i m e n d a . " 





138. 







A P P E N D I X . 

D U B I O U S A M P H I B I A , 

OR 

WHOSE REAL NATURE IS NOT COMPLETELY 

U N D E R S T O O D . 

S I R E N . 

E E L - S H A P E D S I R E N . 

Siren Lacertina. S. bipes, corpore anguillceformi, branchiis ra* 
mosis. 

Two-footed Siren,with eel-shaped body, and ramified branchiae. 
Siren Lacertina. Lin. Amoen. Acad. 7 p. 311. Syst. Nat. 

vol. l.pt. 2. Addend. 
Muraena Siren. Lin. Syst. Nat. Gmel. p. 1136". 
Amphibious Bipes, or M u d Inguana. Ellis Phil. Trans, vol. 56. 

p. 1S9. 
Siren Lacertina. The Siren. Nat. Misc. pi. 6*1, 

THIS species stands eminently distinguished 

i n t h e l i s t o f a n i m a l s b y t h e a m b i g u i t y o f i t s 

c h a r a c t e r s , w h i c h a r e s u c h as t o h a v e i n d u c e d 

t h e g r e a t L i n n a e u s t o i n s t i t u t e i t f o r a n e w o r d e r 

v . i n . P . n . 39 



609 E E L - S H A P E D S I REN". 

o f A m p h i b i a , u n d e r t h e t i t l e o f Meantes*; a n 

o r d e r , h o w e v e r , w h i c h does n o t s t a n d a m o n g t h e 

r e s t o f t h e A m p h i b i a i n t h e S y s t e m a N a t u r a e , b u t 

is m e n t i o n e d i n a n o t e a t t h e e n d o f t h e s e c o n d 

p a r t o f t h e first v o l u m e o f t h a t w o r k . 

T h e g e n u s w i t h w h i c h t h e S i r e n has e v i d e n t l y 

t h e g r e a t e s t p o s s i b l e a f f i n i t y , i s t h e L a c e r t a o r 

L i z a r d . I t e v e n v e r y m u c h r e s e m b l e s t h e l a r v a , 

o r first s t a t e o f a L a c e r t a ; a n d i t is s t i l l d o u b t f u l 

w h e t h e r i t m a y n o t r e a l l y b e s u c h : y e t i t h a s 

n e v e r b e e n o b s e r v e d i n a n y o t h e r s t a t e , h a v i n g 

t w o f e e t o n l y , w i t h o u t a n y a p p e a r a n c e o f a h i n d 

p a i r : t h e f e e t a re a lso f u r n i s h e d w i t h c l a w s , w h e r e 

as t h e larvae o f a l l t h e L a c e r t a e a re o b s e r v e d t o b e 

w i t h o u t c l a w s ; o r , i n t h e L i n n a e a n p h r a s e , digitis 

muticis: t h e m o u t h has s e v e r a l r o w s o f s m a l l i s h 

t e e t h : t h e b o d y is e e l - s h a p e d , b u t s l i g h t l y f l a t 

t e n e d b e n e a t h ; m a r k e d o n t h e s ides b y s e v e r a l 

w r i n k l e s , a n d s l i g h t l y c o m p r e s s e d t o w a r d s t h e 

e x t r e m i t y o f t h e t a i l , w h i c h is e d g e d w i t h a k i n d 

o f s o f t s k i n o r a d i p o s e fin, as i t M e r e : o n e a c h s i d e 

t h e n e c k a r e t h r e e r a m i f i e d b r a n c h i a l processes , 

r e s e m b l i n g , o n a l a r g e r sca le , t h o s e b e l o n g i n g t o 

t h e l a rvae o f w a t e r - n e w t s , a n d a t t h e base a re t h e 

o p e n i n g s i n t o t h e g i l l s : t h e eyes a r e v e r y s m a l l , 

a n d b l u e . T h e g e n e r a l c o l o u r o f t h e a n i m a l i s a 

d e e p o r b l a c k i s h b r o w n , s c a t t e r e d o v e r , e s p e c i a l l y 

o n t h e s ides , w i t h n u m e r o u s m i n u t e w h i t i s h 

* The characters of this Order are thus given by Linnaeus, 
viz. Branchiae Sr Pulmones simul. Pedes brachiati, unguiculati. The 
generic character stands thus, viz. Corpus bipedum, caudatum, 
nudum. Pedes brachiati, unguiculati. 
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s p e c k s . I t s s i ze n e a r l y e q u a l s t h a t o f a n E e l , 

b e i n g f r e q u e n t l y f o u n d o f t h e l e n g t h o f m o r e t h a n 

t w o f e e t . I t i s a n a t i v e o f N o r t h A m e r i c a , a n d 

m o r e p a r t i c u l a r l y o f S o u t h C a r o l i n a , w h e r e i t is n o t 

v e r y u n c o m m o n i n m u d d y a n d s w a m p y p l a c e s , 

l i v i n g g e n e r a l l y u n d e r w a t e r , b u t s o m e t i m e s a p 

p e a r i n g o n l a n d . I t has a k i n d o f s q u e a k i n g o r 

s i n g i n g v o i c e , f o r w h i c h r e a s o n L i n n a e u s d i s t i n 

g u i s h e d i t b y t h e t i t l e o f S i r e n . 

T h i s c u r i o u s a n i m a l w a s f i r s t d i s c o v e r e d a n d 

d e s c r i b e d b y t h e i n g e n i o u s D r . G a r d e n , w h o r e 

s i d e d m a n y y e a r s i n C a r o l i n a , a n d w h o p a i d p a r 

t i c u l a r a t t e n t i o n t o t h e s c i e n c e o f N a t u r a l H i s 

t o r y , w h i c h h e e n r i c h e d b y m a n y h i g h l y i n t e r e s t 

i n g o b s e r v a t i o n s . D r . G a r d e n c o m m u n i c a t e d 

s p e c i m e n s o f t h e S i r e n t o L i n n a e u s , w i t h p a r t i c u 

l a r s r e l a t i v e t o i t s h i s t o r y a n d m a n n e r s . L i n 

naeus, i n h i s l e t t e r t o D r . G a r d e n o n t h i s s u b j e c t , 

d e c l a r e s , t h a t n o t h i n g h a d e v e r e x e r c i s e d h i s 

t h o u g h t s so m u c h , n o r w a s t h e r e a n y t h i n g h e so 

m u c h d e s i r e d t o k n o w as t h e r e a l n a t u r e o f so e x 

t r a o r d i n a r y a n a n i m a l . 

T h e f o l l o w i n g p a r t i c u l a r s r e l a t i v e t o t h e a n a 

t o m y o f t h e S y r e n a r e g i v e n b y M r . H u n t e r i n t h e 

5 6 t h v o l u m e o f t h e P h i l o s o p h i c a l T r a n s a c t i o n s 

" T h e t o n g u e is b r o a d a n d has v e r y l i t t l e m o 

t i o n : i t has a b o n e s i m i l a r t o t h a t i n b i r d s , t u r t l e s , 

& c . O n t h e p o s t e r i o r a n d l a t e r a l p a r t s o f t h e 

m o u t h , a re t h r e e o p e n i n g s o n e a c h s i d e ; these a re 

s i m i l a r t o t h e s l i t s o f t h e g i l l s i n f i s h , b u t t h e p a r 

t i t i o n s d o n o t r e s e m b l e g i l l s o n t h e i r o u t e r edges , 

f o r t h e y h a v e n o t t h e c o m b - l i k e s t r u c t u r e . A b o v e 
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a n d c l o s e t o t h e e x t r e m i t y o f e a c h o f t h e s e o p e n 

i n g s e x t e r n a l l y , so m a n y p rocesses a r i s e ; t h e a n 

t e r i o r t h e s m a l l e s t , t h e p o s t e r i o r t h e l a r g e s t : t h e i r 

a n t e r i o r a n d i n f e r i o r e d g e s a n d e x t r e m i t y a re ser-

r a t e d , a n d f o r m e d i n t o f i m b r i a e : t h e s e processes 

f o l d d o w n a n d c o v e r t h e s l i t s e x t e r n a l l y , a n d 

w o u l d s e e m t o a n s w e r t h e p u r p o s e s o f t h e c o m b 

l i k e p a r t o f t h e g i l l i n f i s h . 

" A t t h e r o o t o f t h e t o n g u e , n e a r l y as f a r b a c k 

as t he se o p e n i n g s r e a c h , t h e t r a c h e a b e g i n s , m u c h 

i n t h e s a m e m a n n e r as i n b i r d s . I t passes b a c k 

w a r d s a b o v e t h e h e a r t , a n d t h e r e d i v i d e s i n t o t w o 

b r a n c h e s , o n e g o i n g t o e a c h l o b e o f t h e l u n g s . 

T h e l u n g s a r e t w o l o n g b a g s , o n e o n e a c h s i de , 

w h i c h b e g i n j u s t b e h i n d t h e h e a r t , a n d pass b a c k 

t h r o u g h t h e Avhole l e n g t h o f t h e a b d o m e n , n e a r l y 

as f a r as t h e a n u s . T h e y a re l a r g e s t i n t h e m i d d l e , 

a n d h o n e y - c o m b e d o n t h e i n t e r n a l s u r f a c e t h r o u g h 

t h e i r w h o l e l e n g t h . T h e h e a r t c o n s i s t s o f o n e 

a u r i c l e a n d o n e v e n t r i c l e . W h a t a n s w e r s t o t h e 

i n f e r i o r v e n a c a v a , passes f o r w a r d s a b o v e , b u t i n 

a s u l c u s o f t h e l i v e r , a n d o p e n s i n t o a b a g s i m i l a r 

t o t h e p e r i c a r d i u m : t h i s b a g s u r r o u n d s t h e h e a r t 

a n d a o r t a , as t h e p e r i c a r d i u m does i n o t h e r a n i m a l s : 

f r o m t h i s t h e r e is a n o p e n i n g i n t o a v e i n w h i c h 

l i e s a b o v e , a n d u p o n t h e l e f t o f t h e a u r i c l e , w h i c h 

v e i n seems t o r e c e i v e b l o o d f r o m t h e l u n g s , g i l l s , 

a n d h e a d , is a n a l o g o u s t o t h e s u p e r i o r v e n a c a v a , 

a n d o p e n s i n t o t h e a u r i c l e w h i c h is u p o n t h e l e f t 

o f t h e v e n t r i c l e . T h e a o r t a g o e s o u t , p a s s i n g f o r 

a l i t t l e w a y i n a l o o s e s p i r a l t u r n , t h e n b e c o m e s 

s t r a i t , w h e r e i t s eems t o be m u s c u l a r : a t t h i s p a r t 
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t h e b r a n c h e s g o o f f , b e t w e e n w h i c h t h e r e is a 

r i s i n g w i t h i n t h e a r e a o f t h e a o r t a , l i k e a b i r d s 

t o n g u e , w i t h i t s t i p t u r n e d t o w a r d s t h e h e a r t * , 

" T h e l i v e r is p r i n c i p a l l y o n e l o b e , p r e t t y c l o s e 

t o t h e h e a r t a t t h e f o r e p a r t , a n d passes b a c k o n 

t h e r i g h t o f t h e s t o m a c h a n d i n t e s t i n e s ; a t i t s a n 

t e r i o r e x t r e m i t y o n t h e l e f t s i d e , t h e r e is a v e r y 

s h o r t l o b e e n d i n g a b r u p t l y . T h e g a l l - b l a d d e r l i e s 

i n a fissure o n t h e l e f t s i d e o f t h e l i v e r n e a r i t s 

m i d d l e : t h e r e is n o h e p a t i c d u c t : t h e h e p a t o 

c y s t i c d u c t s , w h i c h seem t o b e t h r e e i n n u m b e r , 

e n t e r t h e g a l l - b l a d d e r a t i t s a n t e r i o r e n d o r f u n 

d u s , a n d t h e c y s t i c d u c t passes o u t f r o m t h e p o s 

t e r i o r e n d o f t h e g a l l - b l a d d e r , a n d t e r m i n a t e s i n 

t h e g u t , a b o u t h a l f a n i n c h f r o m t h e p y l o r u s . 

T h e oesophagus , w h i c h i s p r e t t y l a r g e , passes b a c k , 

a n d is c o n t i n u e d i n t o t h e s t o m a c h i n t h e s a m e 

( l i n e . T h e s t o m a c h a t t h e p o s t e r i o r e n d b e n d s a 

l i t t l e t o t h e r i g h t , w h e r e i t t e r m i n a t e s i n t h e p y 

l o r u s . T h e i n t e s t i n e s pass b a c k , m a k i n g m a n y 

t u r n s : a t t h e p o s t e r i o r e n d t h e y b e c o m e p r e t t y 

* This account of the venae cava? opening into the cavity of the 
pericardium may appear incredible; and i t might be supposed, 

that in the natural state of the parts, there is a canal of commu
nication going f rom one cava to the other, which being broken or 
nipt through in the act of catching or kil l ing the animal, would 
give the appearance above described. I can only say, that the 
appearances were what have been described, in three different 
subjects which I have dissected ; and in all of them the pericar
dium was f u l l of coagulated blood. But, besides the smallness of 
She subjects, i t may be observed that they had been long pre
served in spirits, which made them more unfit for anatomical en
quiries. They had been i n my possession above seven years. 
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s t r a i t , f o r m i n g w h a t m a y b e c a l l e d t h e c o l o n , o r 

r e c t u m , w h e r e t h e y a re a l i t t l e l a r g e r , a n d r u n t o 

t h e v e n t i n a s t r a i t d i r e c t i o n . A t t h e b e g i n n i n g o f 

t h i s l a r g e r p a r t o f t h e i n t e s t i n a l t u b e t h e r e is n o 

v a l v u l a r s t r u c t u r e . T h e s p l e e n is a v e r y s m a l l b u t 

l o n g b o d y : i t s a n t e r i o r e n d is a t t a c h e d t o t h e u p p e r 

s u r f a c e o f t h e s t o m a c h , a n d i t is c o n t i n u e d b a c k 

a l o n g t h e l e f t s i d e o f t h e m e s e n t e r y , t o w h i c h i t 

a d h e r e s . T h e p a n c r e a s is a s m a l l b o d y , l y i n g -

a b o v e t h e d u o d e n u m , a n d is a t t a c h e d a l so t o t h e 

l e f t s i d e o f t h e m e s e n t e r y . T h e k i d n e y s a re s i t u 

a t e d i n t h e u p p e r a n d p o s t e r i o r p a r t o f t h e a b d o 

m e n , h a v i n g t h e r e c t u m b e l o w a n d p a s s i n g b e 

t w e e n t h e m , as i n t h e s n a k e , & c . B e l o w t h e r e c t u m 

l i e s a l o n g b a g l i k e a b l a d d e r ; i t a d h e r e s a l l a l o n g 

t o t h e i n s i d e o f t h e a b d o m i n a l m u s c l e s , a n d i t s 

m o u t h o p e n s i n t o t h e r e c t u m ; b u t w h e t h e r i t is t h e 

b l a d d e r o r n o t I c a n n o t t e l l . O n e a c h s i d e o f t h e 

r e c t u m , c l o s e t o t h e l u n g s , t h e r e i s a b o d y , t h e 

p o s t e r i o r e n d o f w h i c h res t s u p o n t h e a n t e r i o r e n d 

o f t h e k i d n e y ; b u t w h a t t h e y a r e I c a n n o t p r e 

t e n d t o d e t e r m i n e . " 

T h e c e l e b r a t e d a n a t o m i s t C a m p e r seems t o h a v e 

d e c e i v e d h i m s e l f i n a s i n g u l a r m a n n e r , i n h i s e x 

a m i n a t i o n o f t h i s e x t r a o r d i n a r y a n i m a l ; a s s e r t i n g 

t h a t i t w a s d e s t i t u t e o f l u n g s ; a n d , i n c o n s e 

q u e n c e , c o n s i d e r i n g i t as b r e a t h i n g b y g i l l s a l o n e , 

i n t h e m a n n e r o f f i s h , r e g a r d e d i t as a spec ies o f 

M u r a e n a o r E e l , i n w h i c h g e n u s i t is a c c o r d i n g l y 

p l a c e d i n t h e G m e l i n i a n e d i t i o n o f t h e S y s t e m a 

N a t u r a e ; u n d e r t h e n a m e o f M u r a e n a S i r e n . T h e 

o p i n i o n o f C a m p e r , h o w e v e r , i s n o w a l l o w e d t o 
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b e e r r o n e o u s ; a n d t h e S i r e n i s u n q u e s t i o n a b l y 

m o s t a l l i e d t o t h e L i z a r d t r i b e ; t h o u g h i t s t i l l r e 

m a i n s d o u b t f u l w h e t h e r i t s h o u l d b e c o n s i d e r e d as 

a l a r v a , o r as a n a n i m a l i n i t s p e r f e c t o r u l t i m a t e 

f o r m . 

T h e l i g h t n e s s w i t h w h i c h t h e C o u n t d e C e p e d e 

passes o v e r t h i s i n t e r e s t i n g s u b j e c t c a n n o t b e o b 

s e r v e d w i t h o u t s u r p r i s e : I h a v e s u r v e y e d , says he , 

w i t h a t t e n t i o n t h e f i g u r e o f t h i s a n i m a l i n t h e 

P h i l o s o p h i c a l T r a n s a c t i o n s , as w e l l as i t s d e s c r i p 

t i o n b y M r . E l l i s , a n d h a v e n o t a m o m e n t ' s h e s i 

t a t i o n i n p r o n o u n c i n g i t t o b e m e r e l y t h e l a r v a o f 

a L a c e r t a . 

" N o u s a v o n s e x a m i n e ^ a v e c s o i n l a f i g u r e e t 

l a d e s c r i p t i o n q u e M . E l l i s e n a d o n n e e s d a n s les 

T r a n s a c t i o n s P h i l o s o p h i q u e s ; & n o u s n ' a v o n s pas 

d o u t e u n s e u l m o m e n t q u e c e t a n i m a l , b i e n l o i n 

d e c o n s t i t u e r u n o r d r e n o u v e a u , n e f u t u n e l a r v e . " 

H o w d i f f e r e n t t h i s f r o m t h e s o b e r i n v e s t i g a t i o n 

a n d p h i l o s o p h i c a l d o u b t s o f t h e g r e a t L i n n a e u s , 

as w e l l as f r o m t h e p a t i e n t e n q u i r i e s o f a H u n t e r 

a n d a C a m p e r ! 

T h e c e l e b r a t e d A m p h i b i o l o g i s t S c h n e i d e r , a f t e r 

d e c l a r i n g h i s o w n o p i n i o n , t h a t t h e S i r e n is r e a l l y 

n o o t h e r t h a n t h e l a r v a o f s o m e u n d i s c o v e r e d L i 

z a r d , t h u s exp res ses h i s s e n t i m e n t s r e l a t i v e t o t h e 

C o u n t d e C e p e d e ' s d e c i s i o n o n t h e s u b j e c t . 
4 4 F a c t u m i g i t u r c a s u p o t i u s p u t o , u t s u s p i c i o 

G a l l i d e S i r e n e l a c e r t i n a L i n n a e i p r o p o s i t a , p . 6 1 1 * , 

* Histoire Naturel la des Quadrupedcs ovipares. 
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t a m b e n e c a d e r e t , n e c a s c o p o v e r i t a t i s p l a n e a b e r -

r a r e t . " — S c h n e i d . Amph.fasc. 1. p. 4 1 . 

I t r e m a i n s t o b e a d d e d , t h a t t h e S i r e n , i f t h r o w n 

o n t h e g r o u n d w i t h a n y d e g r e e o f v i o l e n c e , ha s 

b e e n o b s e r v e d t o b r e a k i n t w o o r t h r e e p l a c e s ; i n 

t h i s p a r t i c u l a r r e s e m b l i n g t h e A n g u i s f r a g i l i s o r 

S l o w - W o r m . I t i s a l so p r o p e r t o o b s e r v e , t h a t 

n o L i z a r d o f w h i c h i t m a y b e s u p p o s e d t h e L a r v a , 

ha s e v e r y e t b e e n d i s c o v e r e d i n t h o s e p a r t s o f C a 

r o l i n a w h e r e i t i s m o s t f r e q u e n t . T h e spec ies t o 

w h i c h i t seems m o s t a l l i e d is t h e L a c e r t a T e g u i x i n 

o f L i n n a e u s , w h i c h is a n a t i v e o f S o u t h A m e r i c a . 

A N G U I N E S I R E N . 

Siren Anguina. S. quadrupes, corpore anguillceformi, branchiis 
ramosis. 

Four-footed Siren with eel-shaped body, and ramified branchiae. 
Proteus anguinus. Laurenti Spec. Med. p. 37. t. 4 . / . 3. 
Austrian Siren. 

THIS singular animal is found in as singular a 

s i t u a t i o n ; b e i n g a n i n h a b i t a n t o f t h e c e l e b r a t e d 

a n d r o m a n t i c L a k e c a l l e d L a k e Z i r k n i t z * , a b o u t 

s i x G e r m a n m i l e s f r o m L a b a c , i n t h e D u t c h y o f 

C a r n i o l a i n A u s t r i a . F r o m t h i s l a k e , w h i c h is 

s o m e w h a t m o r e t h a n a G e r m a n m i l e i n l e n g t h , 

a n d h a l f as m u c h i n b r e a d t h , t h e w a t e r r e g u l a r l y 

r e t i r e s d u r i n g t h e s u m m e r , b y n u m e r o u s s u b t e r -

* Lugea Palus of the ancients. 
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r a n e o u s o u t l e t s o r h o l e s a t t h e b o t t o m ; l e a v i n g 

t h e g r o u n d d r y , a n d fit f o r p a s t u r e , t h e c u l t i v a 

t i o n o f m i l l e t , & c . & c . as w e l l as f o r v a r i o u s k i n d s o f 

h u n t i n g a n d o t h e r a m u s e m e n t s : b u t i n t h e m o n t h 

o f O c t o b e r i t a g a i n r e t u r n s , w i t h g r e a t f o r c e ; 

s p r i n g i n g o u t o f t h e passages b e f o r e m e n t i o n e d 

f r o m a v a s t d e p t h t i l l t h e L a k e i s c o m p l e t e l y filled. 

I t is s i t u a t e d i n a h o l l o w o r v a l l e y , s u r r o u n d e d b y 

r o c k y a n d w o o d y m o u n t a i n s , i n w h i c h a r e v a s t 

c a v e r n s , a n d is p r i n c i p a l l y s u p p l i e d b y e i g h t r i v u 

l e t s r u n n i n g i n t o i t f r o m t h e a d j o i n i n g m o u n 

t a i n o u s r e g i o n . O f t h i s L a k e , w i t h a p r o b a b l e 

t h e o r y o f i t s p h a s n o r n e n a , a n a m p l e d e s c r i p t i o n 

m a y b e f o u n d i n t h e s i x t e e n t h v o l u m e o f t h e P h i 

l o s o p h i c a l T r a n s a c t i o n s . 

T h e spec ies o f S i r e n a t p r e s e n t t o b e d e s c r i b e d is 

e x t r e m e l y r a r e , a n d is f o u n d , i n t h e s p r i n g , a n d 

t o w a r d s t h e d e c l i n e o f s u m m e r , i n s o m e p a r t i c u 

l a r p a r t s o f t h e a b o v e - m e n t i o n e d l a k e , a n d c o m 

m o n l y m e a s u r e s , w h e n f u l l g r o w n , f r o m a b o u t t e n 

t o t w e l v e o r t h i r t e e n i n c h e s i n l e n g t h ; t h e l a r g e s t 

s p e c i m e n s b e i n g n e a r t h r e e q u a r t e r s o f a n i n c h 

i n d i a m e t e r . I t i s e n t i r e l y o f a p a l e rose o r flesh-

c o l o u r , o r e v e n n e a r l y w h i t e , e x c e p t t h e t h r e e p a i r 

o f r a m i f i e d b r a n c h i a l fins o n e a c h s i d e t h e n e c k , 

w h i c h a re o f a b r i g h t r e d o r c a r m i n e - c o l o u r . I t s 

g e n e r a l shape is t h a t o f a n e e l ; t h e b o d y b e i n g 

c y l i n d r i c , t i l l t o w a r d s t h e e n d o f t h e t a i l , w h e r e i t 

b e c o m e s flat, a n d is a t t e n u a t e d b o t h a b o v e a n d 

b e l o w i n t o a k i n d o f f a t t y fin, s c a r c e d i s t i n g u i s h 

a b l e f r o m t h e r e s t o f t h e t a i l : t h e s k i n is e v e r y 
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w h e r e s m o o t h a n d e v e n ; t h e h e a d o f a s o m e w h a t 

dep re s sed f o r m , w i t h a l e n g t h e n e d , o b t u s e , a n d 

w i d i s h s n o u t , a n d has n o e x t e r n a l eyes : t h e m o u t h 

is m o d e r a t e l y w i d e , a n d f u r n i s h e d w i t h a r o w o f 

v e r y m i n u t e t e e t h : t h e l e g s a r e a b o u t t h r e e q u a r 

t e r s o f a n i n c h i n l e n g t h ; t h e f o r e l e g s b e i n g s i t u 

a t e d a l m o s t i m m e d i a t e l y b e h i n d t h e b r a n c h i a l fins, 

a n d t h e f e e t f u r n i s h e d w i t h t h r e e toes , w i t h o u t 

a n y a p p e a r a n c e o f c l a w s : t h e h i n d l e g s a r e s i t u 

a t e d a t a g r e a t d i s t a n c e b a c k w a r d s , t o w a r d s t h e 

c o m m e n c e m e n t o f t h e t a i l , a n d a r e o f t h e s a m e 

a p p e a r a n c e w i t h t h e f o r e l e g s , b u t t h e f e e t h a v e 

o n l y t w o toes , w h i c h , l i k e t h o s e o f t h e f o r e f e e t , 

a r e d e s t i t u t e o f c l a w s . T h e m o t i o n s o f t h e a n i m a l , 

Avhen t a k e n o u t o f t h e w a t e r , a re , i n g e n e r a l , e x 

t r e m e l y s l o w a n d l a n g u i d ; as i s a l so t h e case w h e n 

k e p t i n a vessel o f w a t e r ; b u t Avhen i n i t s n a t i v e 

l a k e , i t is s o m e t i m e s o b s e r v e d t o s w i m p r e t t y 

b r i s k l y , w a v i n g i t s b o d y i n a s e r p e n t i n e d i r e c t i o n , 

i n t h e m a n n e r o f a l e e c h . 

T h e A n g u i n e S i r e n i s w e l l figured b y L a u r e n t i , 

w h o seems t o h a v e b e e n i t s first d e s c r i b e r , i n h i s 

w o r k e n t i t l e d Specimen Medicum, exhibens Synopsin 

Repfilium, u n d e r t h e t i t l e o f P r o t e u s A n g u i n u s . 

W i t h r e s p e c t t o i t s r e a l n a t u r e , Z o o l o g i s t s a r e 

n o t y e t a g r e e d : s o m e i m a g i n i n g i t t o b e t h e L a r v a 

o f s o m e spec ies o f L i z a r d , w h o s e g r a d a t i o n s h a v e 

n o t b e e n f u l l y a s c e r t a i n e d , w h i l e o t h e r s , w i t h p e r 

h a p s e q u a l p r o b a b i l i t y , s u p p o s e i t a c o m p l e t e o r 

p e r f e c t a n i m a l . 

I t s a n a t o m y is a m p l y d e t a i l e d b y D r . S c h r e i b e r s , 
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j n t h e 9 1 s t v o l u m e o f t h e P h i l o s o p h i c a l T r a n s a c 

t i o n s . T h e c h i e f a b b r e v i a t e d p a r t i c u l a r s a r e t h e 

f o l l o w i n g : 

T h e Eyes a r e m o s t e x t r e m e l y s m a l l , s u b c u 

t a n e o u s , a n d s i t u a t e d o n e a c h s i d e t h e base o f t h e 

r o s t r u m o r u p p e r j a w , j u s t b e f o r e t h e b u l g i n g o r 

p r o j e c t i n g p a r t s . 

T h e Tongue i s l a r g e a n d f l e s h y ; l o o s e a t t h e 

p o i n t , b u t a t t a c h e d b y t h e r o o t t o t h e l o w e r j a w . 

T h e Stomach i s v e r y l a r g e , a n d o f a n a l m o s t c o 

r i a c e o u s n a t u r e . 

T h e Liver is e x t r e m e l y l a r g e a n d l o n g ; a p p e a r 

i n g , a t first v i e w , t o fill t h e w h o l e c a v i t y o f t h e 

a b d o m e n , so as n e a r l y t o h i d e t h e o t h e r v i s c e r a . 

T h e Lungs c o n s i s t o f a p a i r o f v e r y l o n g t u b u 

l a r c a n a l s o r processes , e a c h t e r m i n a t i n g i n a n o b 

l o n g s i m p l e b l a d d e r w h i c h is n o t d i v i d e d i n t e r 

n a l l y i n t o c e l l u l a r spaces , b u t m e r e l y s e p a r a t e d 

i n t o t w o c a v i t i e s b y a n i n t e r m e d i a t e m e m b r a n e , 

a c o m m u n i c a t i o n b e t w e e n t h e t w o s ides o f t h e 

b l a d d e r b e i n g l e f t b y m e a n s o f a l a r g e s e m i l u n a r 

o p e n i n g a t t h e u p p e r e n d . 

T h e Bones s e e m t o b e o f t h e s a m e c o n f o r m a t i o n 

a n d n a t u r e as i n t h e S a l a m a n d e r : n o r i b s o r s t e r 

n u m ; b u t b o n e s i n t h e t a i l . 

T h i s a n i m a l appea r s e v i d e n t l y t o b e o f a. p r e d a 

c i o u s n a t u r e ; f e e d i n g o n t h e s m a l l e r k i n d o f 

a q u a t i c a n i m a l s ; s i n c e o n e w h i c h w a s k e p t a l i v e 

f o r s o m e d a y s i n a vesse l o f w a t e r , w a s o b s e r v e d t o 

d i s c h a r g e f r o m i t s s t o m a c h s e v e r a l s m a l l she l l s o f 

t h e g e n u s H e l i x , a n d i n t h e s t o m a c h o f o n e w h i c h 

D r . S c h r e i b e r s d i s s e c t e d w e r e f o u n d t h e h e a d a n d 
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b o n e s o f a s m a l l fish. I t s v o i c e i s a s t r o n g h i s s , 

l o u d e r t h a n m i g h t b e e x p e c t e d f r o m t h e s ize o f 

t h e a n i m a l . 

U p o n t h e w h o l e , as D r . S c h r e i b e r s o b s e r v e s , 

t h e r e c a n b e n o d o u b t t h a t t h i s a n i m a l bea r s a 

g r e a t a f f i n i t y t o t h e S i r e n l a c e r t i n a , b e f o r e d e 

s c r i b e d , h a v i n g b o t h g i l l s a n d l u n g s ; a n d , t h e r e 

f o r e , l eaves us i n e q u a l u n c e r t a i n t y as t o i t s b e i n g 

a l a r v a o r a p e r f e c t a n i m a l . I t i s , h o w e v e r , r e 

m a r k a b l e t h a t , n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g t h e m o s t c a r e f u l 

r esea rches , d u r i n g m a n y y e a r s , a n d t h e f r e q u e n t 

fishing w h i c h t a k e s p l a c e i n t h e l a k e s a n d c a v e r n s 

o f t h e n e i g h b o u r i n g c o u n t r y , a t a l l seasons o f t h e 

y e a r , n o a n i m a l has h i t h e r t o b e e n d e t e c t e d o f 

w h i c h i t c a n p o s s i b l y b e s u p p o s e d t h e l a r v a . 

F I S H - F O R M E D S I R E N . 

Siren Pisciformis. S. fusco-ferruginea, nigro maculata, branchiis 
ramosissimis, palmis tetradactylis, plantis pentadactylis. 

Ferruginous-brown Siren, spotted wi th black, wi th finely rami
fied branchiae, tetradactylous fore and pentadactylous hind 
feet. 

Gyrinus Mexicanus. Mexican Tadpole. Naturalist's Miscel
lany, pi. 342, 343. 

THIS animal was first described in the Natural

i s t ' s M i s c e l l a n y , f r o m a w e l l - p r e s e r v e d s p e c i m e n 

i n t h e B r i t i s h M u s e u m . I s h a l l , t h e r e f o r e , h e r e 

r e p e a t m y f o r m e r d e s c r i p t i o n f r o m t h e a b o v e -

m e n t i o n e d w o r k . 

T h e a n i m a l h e r e r e p r e s e n t e d i n i t s n a t u r a l s i ze 

i s s u p p o s e d t o b e n a t i v e o f M e x i c o , a n d t h o u g h 







140. 
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p e r h a p s n o o t h e r t h a n t h e L a r v a o r T a d p o l e o f 

s o m e l a r g e A m e r i c a n L i z a r d , seems a s c a r c e less 

s i n g u l a r a n d c u r i o u s a n i m a l t h a n t h e Siren, so 

m u c h a n d so l o n g t h e s u b j e c t o f d u b i o u s s p e c u 

l a t i o n t o L i n n a e u s , a n d f o r w h i c h h e a t l e n g t h 

i n s t i t u t e d h i s a d d i t i o n a l o r d e r t e r m e d Meantes. 

I n i t s g e n e r a l a p p e a r a n c e i t bea r s s o m e r e s e m b l a n c e 

t o t h e l a r v a o f t h e R a n a p a r a d o x a , b u t i s f u r 

n i s h e d w i t h g i l l s , o p e n i n g e x t e r n a l l y i n t h e m a n 

n e r o f a fish: t h e o p e n i n g s a re v e r y l a r g e , a n d 

t h e o p e r c u l u m o r e x t e r n a l flap i s c o n t i n u e d f r o m 

t h e s ides o f t h e h e a d ac ros s t h e t h r o a t b e n e a t h , 

so as c o m p l e t e l y t o i n s u l a t e t h e h e a d f r o m t h e 

b r e a s t : t h e g i l l s t h e m s e l v e s c o n s i s t o f f o u r s e m i 

c i r c u l a r b o n y o r c a r t i l a g i n o u s a r ches , w h i c h a re 

d e n t i c u l a t e d o r s e r r a t e d o n t h e i r i n t e r n a l o r c o n 

c a v e p a r t , l i k e t h o s e o f fishes : o n t h e o p e r c u l a 

o r e x t e r n a l flaps a re s i t u a t e d t h r e e v e r y l a r g e 

a n d e l e g a n t b r a n c h i a l fins o r r a m i f i e d p a r t s , d i 

v i d e d a n d s u b d i v i d e d i n t o a v a s t n u m b e r o f s l e n 

d e r o r c a p i l l a r y processes . I n t h e s e p a r t i c u l a r s 

i t r e s e m b l e s t h e S i r e n l a c e r t i n a , e x c e p t t h a t i n 

t h a t a n i m a l t h e e x t e r n a l o p e n i n g t o t h e g i l l s i s 

v e r y s m a l l : t h e m o u t h is f u r n i s h e d i n f r o n t w i t h 

a r o w o f e x t r e m e l y m i n u t e t e e t h : t h e t o n g u e 

i s l a r g e , s m o o t h , a n d r o u n d e d a t t h e t i p : t h e 

r i c t u s o r g a p e , w h e n t h e m o u t h i s c l o s e d a p 

p e a r s c o n s i d e r a b l y w i d e r t h a n i t r e a l l y is ; o w i n g 

t o a l a t e r a l s u l c u s p r o c e e d i n g f r o m e a c h c o r n e r 

t o s o m e d i s t a n c e : t h e f e e t a re e n t i r e l y d e s t i t u t e 

o f w e b s , a n d t h e t o e s a re f u r n i s h e d w i t h w e a k -
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i s h c l a w s : t h e f o r e f e e t h a v e f o u r , a n d t h e h i n d 

f e e t five t o e s . E x c l u s i v e o f t h e g e n e r a l c o l o u r 

o f t h e a n i m a l , t h e w h o l e s k i n w h e n m i n u t e l y 

e x a m i n e d , a p p e a r s t o b e s c a t t e r e d o v e r w i t h v e r y 

m i n u t e w h i t e s p e c k s , r e s e m b l i n g t h o s e o n t h e 

s u r f a c e o f t h e S i r e n l a c e r t i n a . T h e s i de s o f t h e 

b o d y a re m a r k e d b y s e v e r a l s t r o n g ruga? o r f u r 

r o w s , a n d a n i m p r e s s e d l a t e r a l l i n e o r s u l c u s i s 

c o n t i n u e d f r o m t h e g i l l s t o t h e t a i l * 

I t m a y b e a d d e d t h a t t h e a n i m a l figured i n 

t h e 4 t h v o l u m e o f t h e A m e r i c a n P h i l o s o p h i c a l 

T r a n s a c t i o n s a n d d e s c r i b e d b y M r . d e B e a u v o i s as 

a n e w spec ies o f S i r e n , seems m u c h a l l i e d t o t h e 

p r e s e n t , a n d m a y e v e n b e t h e s a m e spec ies , s i n c e 

i t a p p e a r s t o a g r e e i n t h e l e a d i n g p a r t i c u l a r s : 

t h e s p e c i m e n , h o w e v e r , seems n o t t o h a v e b e e n 

i n t h e h i g h e s t s t a t e o f p r e s e r v a t i o n , s i n c e n o 

m e n t i o n i s m a d e o f a n y s p o t s : i t s s i ze i s c o n 

s i d e r a b l y s m a l l e r t h a n t h a t o f t h e p r e s e n t a n i -

* A species nearly allied to this is mentioned by Mr. Schneider, 
who examined i t in the museum of Professor Hellwig at Bruns
wick. I t was taken in the Lake Champlain, in N o r t h America, 
where i t is said to be dreaded by the fishermen, who consider i t 
as a poisonous animal. Its length is more than eight inches, 
and its diameter nearly an inch : i t is soft, spongy, and porous, 
and is marked on each side by three rows of round black spots : 
tai l ancipital, compressed, and spotted ; lower edge s t ra i t ; upper 
curved; tip roundish or cylindric. Head broad, f l a t ; eyes 
small ; teeth in both jaws conical obtuse, and rather long : tongue 
broad ; mouth wide ; lips like those of a fish : on each side the 
neck three branchial fins : feet f o u r ; distant; tctradactvlous. 
and without claws.—Schneid. Hist. Aniph.fasc. 1. p. 50. 
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m a l ; a n d t h e t o e s a r e r e p r e s e n t e d as t e r m i n a t 

i n g b l u n t l y . M r . D e B e a u v o i s t h i n k s , t h a t , 

u p o n t h e w h o l e , t h e L i n n a e a n o r d e r Meantes 

s h o u l d b e p r e s e r v e d , u n t i l m o r e d e t a i l e d a n d e n 

l a r g e d o b s e r v a t i o n s o n t h e s e a n i m a l s s h a l l h a v e 

c o m p l e t e l y e l u c i d a t e d t h e i r r e a l n a t u r e . 
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